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GIVING PARKS THE WORKS 





Wives Annoyed at Met Social Rating, 
Among Planners of New Opera Co. 





+ 
— 


A feud between wealthy New 
Yorkers over the Metropolitan 
Opera has developed to the point 
where a group of millionaires is 
gaid to be in negotiation with Ar- 
turo Toscanini, general director of 
La Scala, Milan, with a view to 
financing a second opera organiza- 
tion for New York with Toscanini 
in charge. La Scala is Italy’s fore- 
most opera house. 

Recent fiasco of the Metropoli- 
tan’s board of directors in failing 
to take advantage of the Rocke- 
feller offer to create a new opera 
center is indicative of the situation 
prevailing between the two groups 
of millionaire patrons. Factions are 
reported headed by Otto H. Kahn 
and Clarence Mackay. 

Dissenting group is capitalizing 
criticisms heard during the past 
season of certain performances at 
the Metropolitan. Music critics of 
the New York dailies have not hesi- 
tated to slam the Metropolitan for 
being over-conservative, stereo- 
typed, and lacking in showmanship. 
This they attribute to the absence 
of competition, removed about 20 
years ago when Oscar Hammer- 
stein’s aggressive opposition was 
bought out by payment of a $1,000,- 
000 bonus to Hammerstein. 

Part of the feud between the 
plutocratic angels is due to personal 
and social angles, with ves and 
prestige figuring. On the critical 
and professional side it bases its 
case in a presumed need for healthy 
competition to counteract what they 

(Continued on tome 63) 


HOODLUMS TERRORIZING 
LOWER BOWERY SPEAKS 


Gangs of youths, many in their 
early ‘teens, are responsible for a 


reign of uneasiness among speaks 
and small merchants remaining 
open Jate at night in the lower 
Bowery. 

Over $5,000 has been netted by 
one mob in the City Hall area alone, 
since Christmas, a speak proprietor 
estimates. Speaks are adding iron 
enforcements. 

The new element of junior hold- 
uppers shun the pool rooms and 
other places considered popular 
hangouts along Broadway. They 
are wise to plain clothes methods. 

By keeping a Bowery derelict or 
80 in a few drinks each night, one 
speak has a spy system which tips 
off every time the cluster is sighted 
in the immediate neighborhood. An 
intended raid last week was nipped 
just in time. A moth-eaten in- 
dividual on post suddenly tottered 
in. His appearance was the signal 
for the tender to leap over the bar 
and fasten the entrance while 
a waiter dashed through the restau- 
rant part and shackled the heavy 
iron door. 





side 


Customers 
bar icade 
tapped an 
door 


were, held within the 
until another look-out 
okay message on the 








The Breaks 


An actor strolling down 
Broadway last week stopped 
to take a lingering look at the 
picture of the monocled George 
Arliss atop the Central thea- 
tre’s marquee. 

After gazing at it a couple 
of minutes he turned away 
shaking his head while saying, 
“And they told me my test was 
lousy.” 


ELECTRIC CO’S WOULD 
WIRE MODISTE SHOPS 


If the big electric companies have 
their way mannequins will go the 
way of the pit musicians—out. 
Wire firms want the modiste shops 
to wire. 

It’s Western Electric’s idea to sell 
dresses via the talking screen rather 
than on the girlish forms. First of 
these shows was projected> one 
night last week at the Pennsylvania 
hotel before the National Retail Dry 
Goods Association, then in conven- 
tion. 

Whether the Avenue shops will 
succumb to screen selling is not 
much of a moot question, however. 
They are credited with reasoning 
that talkers will never do to models 
what they did to the legit. Answer 
simply is the reasoning that some 
of the biggest sales are transacted 
by the living model who gives a 
dress “that” and the male com- 
panions present “those.” 

W. E., however figures thusly: 

“Sereen style shows will play the 
nation in future to show the wom- 
en the latest style creations.” And 
Western, now expanding to wiring 
ocean liners and railroad trains, in- 
dicates by its latest competition for 
the model’s job that even the deli- 
catessen stores are not out of the 
future competitive zone. 














Final Surrender 


London, Feb. 11. 
A British golfer has left a clause 
in his will making it mandatory that 
his ashes be scattered 
tree which spelled his 
doom whenever playing 
course. 


inevitable 
his home 


CIRCUS BID COME-ON 
St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
New racket here in the 
offers 


circus biz 


is wiring phoney for the 
Christy Circus. 

Mrs. Christy innocently answe 
with a wire stating the ation 
$135,000. Gyp offers $100,000 a. 
ends up 
read all the wires, by 
hotel. One hostelry 


on the scheme. 


touching the 
went for $240 
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WITH AIRPORTS 
GOLF GOURats 


|Future Parks Seen as Huge 


Associations of All Out- 
door Amusements—Great 
Acreage Required Would 
Necessitate Construction 
Away from Towns 


AUTOS AS SALVATION 


The amusement park industry 
may be on the eve of a new 
era. The day of the midway 
park in congested areas is a thing 
of the past, real estate values 
prohibiting. The automobile is tak- 
ing the people away from amuse- 
ment parks, has been the cry 
for the past few years, but some 
park men now seem convinced that 
the auto will prove the salvation 
of the business. 


Each year parkmen appear opti- 
mistic about the coming season, but 
this year there is a particularly 


(Continued on page 42) 


HELP! ISLAND 
WILL CENSOR 
ITS JOINTS 


There’s going to be a board of 
censors next summer, made up five 
business men not connected with 
amusement enterprises of any sort, 
to do a watch-and-ward over freak 
shows “1nd side shows at the big 
playground. And all the brothers 
whe don’t know their “don'ts” will 
be rapped over the knuckles and 
made to behave. 


Blowoffs and advertising what 








around the/!for 
then put a mitt reader and sword | 


| 
e 
| 
| 


after the hotel clerk has/| 


you haven't got will be out in this 
;new order of things. The day 
gone when you can stick up banners 


a dozen or more attractions, 


is 


| ee : 
i box on the inside and call it a 10- 


in-1 or a side show. 
advertise on the outside what you 
havn't got on the inside any more. 

When the snow flies and the 


(Continued on page 63) 





Like a Caesar 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Printed on Arthur Caeser’s 
bank checks: : 
“If at first you don’t suc- 
ceed, try, try again.” 











boys | 





\Newsreels as Target for P. A. Gags 
By Would-Bes on Theory of Auditions 








Spotting a New Yorker 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Group of Hollywood legit 
hopers on the boulevard spot a 
Broadway refugee doing his 
strut, 

“One of those New York 
actors trying to Ritz us,” says 
one of the standbys, “Look, 
he’s got sox under his spats.” 











AMATEUR LYRIC MUGGS 
NOW BAITED BY ‘THEMES’ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

The theme song is coming into 
its own with the Hollywood racket- 
eers. Every mugg who has ever 
written a poem is meat for the 
promoters. 

The money made by popular song 
writers is held up as bait for the 
embryonics. All they have to do is 


bring in the poem; the racketeer 
will write music for it. 


A touch runs all the way from 
$10 up. 

-One complained to the City Pros- 
ecutor he had been taken for $200 
by a promoter who told him he had 
another “Sonny Boy.” The prose- 
cutor looked into the case and found 
that the promoter had lived up to 
his promise of writing the music 
to the sap poem. When the sap 
had it played on a piano it sounded 
like the opening of “Zampa,” but 
it was music and the prosecutor 
had to let the matter drop. 

After the poet has been taken in 
for the writing of the music, if he 
looks good for a build-up, he is 
taken for more. This time it is 
having his number plugged over an 
obscure radio station. The tap for 
that is usually $25. If the mugg 
fails to hear his number played 
he was listening in on the wrong 
station, 

After that they sell him a record 
;of the piece. The recording is made 
jon a tin record bought in a novelty 
store. When the come-on gets a 
look at it the squawk is on, but as 
a rule leaves satisfied when in- 
formed this the master record; 
all necessary is send it to any rec- 
| ord company and the duplicates will 
cut for him at a small charge. 





is 


be 


You just can’t | 


‘Basketball Game with 
| College Hero on Stage 


Feb. 11. 
Minnesota theatre, northwest ace 
Publix house, is going in for freak 
| attractions with a vengeance. 
| Week of Feb. 15 it announces 
| each stage performance 
| basketball garne between 
fessional teams captained 
| University of Minnesota's football 
| idol, Bronko Nagurski, and a team 
i} recruited from the Publix circuit. 


Minneapolis, 


at 


by the 


Sound newsreeis 
swamped by 


are being 
people with publicity 
gags on the theory that a news- 
reel appearance may serve as an 
audition and a shortcut to a studio. 

Angle calculators, 


ting forward their 
or a suggestion 
newsreel lads 
boiled. 
Particularly are the sound 
cameramen squawking at the syn- 
thetic news events they are sent 
out to cover. Where the affair is 
an out-and-out publicity splurge 
for someone not intrinsically rating 
such attention, the news crews feel 
their sense of news values violated. 
If it keeps up, sound newsreels 
will be following the tabloids and 
posing the widow in the attitude 
she was in when she first realized 
she had killed her love mate. 
Publicity hounds have been quick 
(Continued on page 45) 


PROSPERITY HOOEY IS 
BAD FOR HUNGRY MEN 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
The loud whoops of Southern Call- 
fornia Chambers of Commerce and 
other coast defenders about the 


rosy conditions in this part of the 
country are not shared by those in 
daily contact with the unemploy- 
ment situation. 

While the various state bureaus 
admit that employment is a “little” 
under that of 1929, the large labor 
agencies claim émployment is at 
least 50% under last year. The 
stories printed in eastern papers of 
the wealth of this country are bring- 
ing a flood of easterners here look- 
ing for work. The influx of work- 
ers is greater this year than it has 
been since 1924, 

Organizations ballyhooing So. Cal. 
are not willing to tell the public at 
large that things are off. They con- 
tinue to boost L. A. and the sur- 
rounding territory, forgetting that 
the great number of people who 
come here are looking for work. 

Skilled and unskilled labor find 
things about the same. While L. A. 
has a diversification of industries, 
even in normal times the number 
locally employed is far below that 
of other cities of equal size. News= 
papers are laying off the employ- 
ment situation and with the other 
boosters are talking prosperity, but 
for the time being L. A. is a good 
place to stay away from for those 
who must work to eat. 


whether put- 
bid as @ request 
are finding the 
increasingly hard 











a 19 minute | 
the pro- | 


BROOKS 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


COSTUMES 


OWNS AND UNIFORMS 


1437 BWAY. NY TEL 5560 PENN. 
| Cenaes 25,900 COSTUMES TO RENT 
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Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 


a + 


Svdney, Jan. 18. 
Williamson-Tait appear to have 


! 


two winners in “Blue Moon,” at Her | 


Majesty’s, and “Jcurney’s End” 
the Criterion. Both attractions 
started off well and with 
admission charges should get decent 
runs. 

and tremen- 
waves have practically 
theatres, legitimate and 
Theatrically, Australia 
pretty rotten three | 


Increased taxation 
dous heat 
ruined the 
otherwise. 
experienced a 
months. 


Current Attractions 
Her Majesty’s—Brilliantly staged and 
acted ‘Riue ‘Moon’ mét with a great 
reception and should gét long run. Wil 
liamson+«Tait have mounted she produce | 
tion lavishly. . Cast includes Lance Fair- 
fax. Marie Bremner, Hertert Bently, 
Marie Le Varre:and Herbert eens 
jeorge Highland. produced, and. dik a 
arent bit of work, Musie’ catchy and 
appealing. i 
"baleee Muriel Starr in stock—W-T. 
Fullers—Ernie Lothinga in burlesque— | 
Fullers. } 
Criterion—‘“‘Journey’s End” opened un-| 
der W-T management and achieved a 
triumph opening night Excellent cast | 
includes Reginald’ Tate, Alan aWrence, | 
Harvey Adams, John Fernside, Lewis 
Shaw and Reggie Wyckham ! 
Opera House—Alfred Frith playing in 
farce, “‘Money from Home,” nights 
Pantomime at matinees. Marlow manage- | 
ment. Business fair 
Pictures s 
St. James (wired)—‘'The Trespasser 
(UA). In for run, with every indication 
f high score. U-T. 
; Lyceum (wired) — “Flight” (Col) 
Should stay a few weeks to fair business. 
Royal (wired)—‘Married in Holly- 
wood” (Fox). Pulling but fairly. Four 
weeks at most. Hoyts-W-T. ¥. 
Capitel (wired)—"‘On with the Show 
(WRB). Doing nicely and set for run. 


-T 

Prince Edward (wired)—‘“Two Black 
Crows” (Par). Finishes stay _of six 
weeks. ‘‘Love Parade’ follows. Carrolls- 


U-T. 
Haymarket .(wired)—‘“Lady of the 
Night” and “The Long, Long Trail. 
U-T 


}-T. 

State (wired)—Great show with ‘‘Wel- 
come Danger” in for week only. 
‘“Frolics 1930,’’ stage show and good. 
Added attractions include Will Prior in 
special overture, Price Dunlavy at the 
organ and a Ford Sterling comedy. U-T. 

Empress (wired)—Family house play- 
ing “Fast Company” (Par). U-T. 

Lyric (wired)—“The Wrecker.” Fair 
returns. U-T. 

Regent (wired)—“‘A Woman of Af- 
fairs’ and “Tonight at Twelve” in for 
week. Hoyts. 

Empire (wired)—‘Side Street’ getting 
fair business. Empire Talkies, Ltd. x 

Rialto (wired)—‘‘Pleasure Crazed” in 
for week. Hoyts. 

Practically every neighborhood 
house now sound and getting busi- 
ness with second and third runs. 
Very few silents left. 

Melbourne ' 

Royal—“‘Turned Up.”’ Playing Ww-T 
Management. Cast: Gus Bluett, Leo 
Franklyn, Cecil Kellaway, Mary Lawson, 
Molly Fisher, Madge Aubrey, Bertha 
Belmore, June Mills and Fallow Twins. 2 

Comedy—‘“Murder on Second Floor. 
W-T attraction. Cast: Leon Gordon and 
Ade Reeve. 

Tivoli—George Wallace revue, playing 
for Fullers. House leased from W-T. Kary] 
Norman featured. Z 

King’s—"‘Clowns in Clover.” In sixth 
week under W-T-Neil management. Cast 
includes Ann Penn, Hardgrove Bros., 
Hector St. Clair and Roy Rene. 

Bijou—“‘Bird in Hand” playing at this 
old-time vaude house for Fullers. House 
will shortly be wired under same man- 
agement, 


All Around 
Most all city film.exchanges now 
fitted with sound to allow exhibitors 


(Continued on page 45) 


Another Spanish Dancer 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

Jack Vineent, here scouting Eu- 
ropean talent for Hurok, signed 
Vincente Escudero, Spanish dancer, 
for a 12-week American concert 
tour at $1,500 per, with an option 
jor five years attached. 

Vincent will shortly leave for 
Geneva to meet Pavlowa, now suc- 
eessfully touring the Continent. 
The dancer has been turning down 
American offers, deeming the work 
over there too exacting. Berlin and 
Vienna will be on Vincent's route 
later. In Vienna he expects to land 
Richard Strauss as conductor of 


at | 


reduced | 








At Dawning 


Bucharest, Jan. 25. 

Pop-priced workmen’s shows 
on Sunday mornings are being 
arranged by the municipal au- 
thorities at the National thea- 
tre, official governmental sub- 
ventioned house. 

Shakespeare and Moliere be- 
ing revived as the starters. 











Staging and Cast Put 





Over Play on Hapsburgs 


s3udapest, Jan. 30. 

“Dream 
new play by Kalman Kovacs, pro- 
duced at the Magyar Szinhaz. This 
house, after a catastrophal sea- 
son that has already devoured two 
managements in four months, 
seems at last to have hit. 

Play has to do with the Empress 
Queen Elizabeth, wife of Francis 
Joseph, beautiful woman who felt 
unhappy on the throne and whose 
life was a tragedy because she did 
not love her husband and the stiff 
life of the Hapsburg court. 

Queen Elizabeth was a popular 
heroine with the Hungarians and 
a glamor remains around her name 
although she has been dead, mur- 
dered by an Anarchist, for 20 years. 

The play, no drama, but only a 
series of scenes exploits this popu- 
larity. There is nothing dramatic or 
literary about it. However, Miss 
Fedak, as Queen, is so splendid in 
appearance and bearing, and the 
atmosphere of court life, with all 
the well-known figures of recent 
history personified, has such an ap- 
peal that there is big money in the 
play, at least locally. 

Hegedus, as Francis Joseph, had 
an excellent mask. Beregi, person- 
ifying Count Batthyany, a well- 
known Hungarian aristocrat who Is 
still living and who was involved in 
a romantic affair with the Empress- 
Queen returns in this part to the 
Hungarian stage after 10 years ab- 
sence. Beregi was politically com- 
promised during the brief Bolshev- 
ist regime in this country. Later 
he was with Reinhardt in Germany 
and touring in the United States. 
Demonstrations against him were 
expected the first night, but in- 
stead of this his appearance was 
such a personal success that it is 
evident he will regain his former 
great popularity here. 


Bedroom Farce Kickless 


London, Feb. 1L 

“Almost a Honeymoon,” at the 
Garrick Feb. 4, turned out to be a 
mild bedroom farce, featuring Re- 
nee Kelly. 

It is generally well acted, but has 
not the originality or the suggestive 
punch to warrant expectation of any 
great success. 


Murial Starr Broke 


Sydney, Feb. 11. 

Muriel Starr, American actress 
resident here many years, is a bank- 
rupt, owing about $12,000 to the 
Williamson-Tait people. 

Obligation is for theatre rent and 
advances made on Miss Starr’s 
stock ventures. 


‘Command to Love’ Done 
London, Feb. 11. 





the New York German Opera Com- | 
pany. 


London ‘Sketch Book’ Off 


Plans to send _ Earl 
“Sketch Book” to London as the 
initial attraction for a new legiti- 
mate theatre being completed there 
have not been consummated. 

Negotiations have been called off 
owing to differences on terms and 
guarantees, A representative of 
the London interests said negotia- 
tions might be resumed, but at pres- 
ent the idea is cold. 


Carroll's 








The Tiller Dancing Schools 


> | 
of America, Inc. 


64 WEST 74th ST.. NEW YORK)! 
MARY READ. President 
Phone Endicott 8216-6 
New Classes Now Forming 


| to 
| cently. 


“The Command to Love,” which 
played all over the States and was 
then banned by the British censor, 


'was produced by the Arts Theatre 


Club late last week. 

Reviewers found nothing in it to 
warrant censor action and were not 
much impressed with its merits as 
a play. 


DEUTSCH TAKES DAUNOU 
Paris, Feb. 11. 
Benoist Leon Deutsch, who con- 
trols the Noveautes and the Saint 
Georges theatres here, will take over 
the Daunou in October 1931, from 


house was built 10 years ago. 
Deutsch directed the Salle Mari- 

vaux (pictures) until it passed on 

the Pathe-Natan combine re- 


He will continue 
light comedy and operetta at the 
Daunou with Mlle. Renouardt con- 
tinuing in the cast as usual. 


Queen” is the title of a} 





| 
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(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tin-Type” 
edy. 

Arrived South Africa per Arman- 
dale Castle, and opened Decem- 
ber 9. 

Three weeks, Empire Theatre, 
Johannesburg; two weeks, Durban; 
twe weeks, Capetown. 


Represented by JENIE JACOBS 


com- 


ARGENTINE-MEXICANS 
MADRID’S MAIN DRAW 


Madrid, Jan. 30. 

Considering January’s usual dull- 
ness, an almost inevitable slump 
season following the holidays, local 
theatre business is holding up sur- 
prisingly well. It’s due, in a 
measure, to the influx of the now 
locally-favored Argentine and Mexi- 
can theatre entertainment. 

Fernando Diaz de Mendoza’s com- 
pany, at the Teatro Espanol, with 
native Spanish rep, is being strongly 
rivaled for the heavy takings by 
Camila Quiroga’s company doing 
Argentine rep.. For Spain, these 
Argentinian comedies, with its new 
theatre, actors, and scenery, as well 
as the Mexican school—but more 
especially the Argentine owing to 
nuance of the Hnguistic appeal—is 
getting the heavy local trade. 

The Spanish theatre in Argentina 
and Mexico expands when removed 
from the restrictions of ancient 
Spanish customs, 

Spain, the homeland, is afraid of 
any new language or any new mani- 
festation of scenic art or histrionic 
interpretation, and countenances 
nothing but the classic Castillian 
tongue and its trite dramaturgy. 
When something novel does occur 
here, there is the omnipotent fear 
that the wealthier Argentine will 
entice away its talent; if not Amer- 
ica, or Paris or London. 

Aside from these new schools, the 
Spanish legit season in the capital 
and elsewhere evidences a marked 
preference for straight comedies 
rather than musicals. 

Theatre managements are only 
too glad to foster this public pref- 
erence, for costs of orchestra, 
royalties, etc. make _ conditions 
rather prohibitive. As a _ result, 
operettas and revues are falling by 
the wayside. 

Revues, while greatly appreciated, 
are ultra expensive although § last 
season two or three touring com- 
panies cleaned up. 





Option Before Premiere 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

A. H. Woods has taken an option 
on Louis Verneuil’s new play, a 
satire on beauty contests, and due 
to open at the Edouard VII March 
12 under the title of “Miss France.” 

The author is also the producer, 
anc now is partner of Albert Franck 
in the Theatre Edouard, taking over 
Sacha Guitry’s half interest in that 
playhouse. 


PAVILION PAYS 6% PLUS 

London, Feb. 11. 
London Pavilion Company voted 
6% dividend free of tax plus bonus 
of 50 cents per share. An increase 
of $5,000 in reserve fund was also 
made. Directors also commended 
quality of entertainment provided 

by Charles Cochran. 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 7 (Capetown to London), 


; Jane Renouardat, for whom the legit | Mary Clare and Co., Jack Browning, 


Las Trianeras, York and King 
(Kenilworth Castle). 

Feb. 7 (New York to California), 
Charles Marsh (Virginian). 

Feb. 6 (Sydney to Vancouver), 


the policy of; Millard Johnson, American rep. of 


Union Theatre (Niagara). 
Feb. 3 (San Franciseo to Orient), 
Richard Wallace (Pres. Fillmore). 


|rented a house for 


LORD LATHOM DIES 


Spent Fortune as Show, Backer— 
Befriended by Maxine Elliott 


London, Feb, 11. | 
Lord Lathom, whose play “Wet 
Paint” was banned in England and 


then was produced in the States as 
“Red Blinds” and failed, died here 
Feb. 6 of tuberculosis. He was 34 
years old. 

His play “Ostriches,” produced in 
America by the Shuberts, also 
failed. 

Lathom spent $350,000 backing 
pays by others, but he never finan- 
ced his own productions. He spent 
a fortune of $1,500,000 obtained by 
selling his ancestral home and ‘the 
family’s art objects. He was be- 
friended by Maxine Elliott -who 
him furnished 
it, and maintained it during his ill- 
ness. 


Pavlova’s Return 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

Mr. John who 
have been engaged for three years 
with Fox Movietone in Spain and 
Germany were in Paris en route 
from Madrid, sailing on the Presi- 
dent Harding last week. 

They described the comeback of 
Pavlova who they say is in re- 
markable condition physically and 
has returned to her old miraculous 
skill in dancing. She packed the 
Saruela theatre in Madrid for three 
concerts and is enormously popular 
in the Spanish capital, according to 
the Geisler account. 


and Mrs. Geisel, 


French Near East Rules 
Cairo, Feb. 11. 
The French legation has set new 


rules for the importation of acts in 
Syria and other points in the near 
East. 

Foreign dancers are to be per- 
mitted to enter and play in Beyrut, 
Damascus and Aleppo, but the bar 
is still up on Home and Hama in 
Syria and also in Tripoli. 


Cario Musical Events 


Cairo, Feb. 11. 

Nellie Melba, world famous prima 
donna, is visiting Assuan. 

Vasa Prihoda, Czech | violinist, 
gave a recital at the Opera House 
here late last week. 

New people at the Club Perroquet 
are Mary Davies and Nana de Her- 
rera, 


So. Africa Rep Flops 


Capetown, Feb. 11. 

The English actress, Mary Clare, 
trying a repertoire season here, has 
failed and returned home last week 
with her company. 

Pieces were “The Lonely House,” 
“The Matriarch,” and “The Squall,” 
which did not click with audiences 
here. 


Spurns Newsreel 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

Staid French Academy turned 
down a Fox Movietone offer to 
“shoot” them in the newsreel. 

Savants regarded this as beneath 
their dignity. Fox wanted to land 
the boys in session at one of their 
gala receptions. 


SYMPHONY FOR OPERA 


London, Feb. 11. 

The London Symphony orchestra 
of about 100 men has been engaged 
for the grand opera season at Cov- 
ent Garden starting April 28 and 
running to July 4. 

This is the first time such a mu- 
sical arrangement has been made. It 
will be the largest musical accom- 
paniment to opera ever known in 
London. 


SKARJINSKY’S TOUR 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

Skarjinsky, the French Bob Hall. 
only better, doing lightening verses 
on nite club patrons, is going on a 
Continental tour. Starts’ with the 
Riviera. 

Skarjinsky has been in Paris 13 
months playing “the Russian caba- 
ret circuit.” 


TOD CALLAWAY DIES 


Sydney, Feb. 11. 
Tod Callaway, old-time vaudeville 
performer, died 
ease a few days ago. 





lishing at the Tivoli here. 








MINEVITCH COPY 
CIRCUS BILLED 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

‘Using the same “Vagabonds” bil!- 
ing, Eddie Mayo’s Harmonica band 
in the Embassy cabaret, is doing a 
poor copy 
Vagabonds, using the business let- 


of Borrah Minevitch’s 
letter and 
that 
vitch’s hokum, 


ter for with a juvenile 


personnel reproduces Mine- 


The original has just returned to 
the States after closing with “Halle- 
lujah” .(“Hit the -Deck’’) at the 
Mogador where Mayo was in regular 
attendance for a week, 

Even the Embassy billing is simi- 
lar to that used at the Mogador 
with “Vagabonds” displayed promi- 
nently and Mayo in small letters. 


$16,000,000 IN TAXES 


‘FROM GAMBLING CASINO 


Paris, Jan. 25. 
Paris Plage on the 
French Coast, 
Mediterranean, 
the north coast 
and Nice, rate 
biggest revenue 
French Govern- 


Le Touquet, 
English. Channel's 
Cannes on the 
Deauviile, also on 
of France, Biarritz 
1-2-3-4-5 as the 
producers forthe 
ment. 


Past year’s statistics show that 
gambling casino taxes totaled a lit- 
tle over $16,000,000 from the 166 
casinos now in France. 

Le Touquet, a relatively new re- 
sort getting many wealthy British 
in their yachts, yielded 53,852,000 
francs in taxes, a loss of 5,535,191 
francs compared to ’28’s boom re- 
turns. The Casino Municipal, at 
Cannes, more or less of an all-year 
round place, was a close second 
with 50,900,000 francs; Deauville, 
41,981,000; Biarritz’s two casinos;, 
Bellevue and Municipal, 35,290,000; 
Vichy’s Grand Casino, 21,125,000;' 
Nice’s Jette Promenade, 17,400,000; 
Aix-les-Bains (Grand’ Cercle and 
Cercle des Fleurs), 13,360,000; Palm 
Beach Casino,’ Cannes, 11,874,000; 
Palais de la Mediterranee (Jay 
Gould’s casino), at Nice, 11,023,000, 
and so on down taking in all the 
popular resorts at Juan-les-Pins, 
Dieppe, La Baule, Saint-Jean-de- 
Luz, Aix-en-Provence, Vittel, Evian, 
Vichy (Casino de Fleurs and Elysee 
Palace), Cabourg, Boulougne-sur- 
Mer, Luchon, Brides-les-Bains and 
Bagnoles-de-l’Orne. 

' Income is split amongst the gove- 
ernment and municipalities, the late 
ter relying chiefly on the gambling 
influx for local existence. The 
State also collects taxes on mem- 
berships, business taxes, etc. ‘ 


It is to be noted that amongst 
the big revenue producers the Paris 
casinos, which are many, despite 
some of their individual high stakes, 
do not produce as much as the re- 
sorts where the minimum wager is 
tilted considerably, and which has 
the femmes goofy around the card 
ables, 

' Roulette is taboo in 
hence Monte Carlo’s draw. 


Stoll Empires Profits 
Soar, Pays Old Rates 


London, Feb. 11. 
Despite an increase of capitaliza- 
tion to pay for the rebuilding of its 
big house in Liverpool, Moss Em- 
pires will pay its usual 10% annual 
dividend and 5% bonus. 
Financial statement just issued 
shows profits increased from $500,- 
000 to nearly $1,000,000 for 1929. 


France, 


Berlin Circus Again 
Paris, Feb. 11. 
The Circus Sarrasini is reopening 
in Berlin, the first time since the 
end of the war, and has invited the 
leading Paris editors to be present 
at the first performance. 
Resumption of the show 
accompanied by elaborate 
monies. 


will be 
ceré- 











here of heart dis- | 


He was 54, and played his last} 
engagement on the Fuller time, fin- | 





The most wasteful of al! | 
days is that on: which | 
one has not laughed. 








MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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Jobless Australian Actors Ask 
Gov't to Bar Aliens, Tax Films 








Feb. 11. 
unemployed 


Sydney, 
Thirteen hundred 
actors have filed an appeal with 


the government for legislation to 
aid them, alleging the: are jobless 
and starving. Petition lodged 
through the players’ federation. 

T+ asks the government to restrict 
the importation of overseas per- 
formers and also to impose customs 
tariff upon foreign talking pictures. 

Plea is to restrict talker imports 
as an aid to native players and also 
to apply customs revenue to the re- 
duction of native theatre taxes, en- 
couraging employment of Australian 
players both ways. 

It is argued that tax reduction 
would help native film industry and 
lower taxes on theatres would help 


- 
vv 








stock companies by making legiti- 
mate theatres, now dark because of 
taxes, available for resident com- 
panies. 


BELGIUM CENTENNIALS 
A BREAK FOR OSTEND 


Feb. 11. 
3ourse 

Ameri- 

augurs 


Ostend, 

Although the Brussels 
continues unsteady and the 
can stock market situation 
not too well for the resorts. Ostend 
is extraordinarily optimistic - and 
better situated owing to the anni- 
versary exhibitions in Antwerp and 
Liege this year. 

These are in centennial celebra- 
tion of Belgium’s independence, and 
the influx is bound to carry an ex- 
tra quota of tourists north. 


Denmark to Broadcast 
State Operas from Stage 


Copenhagen, Feb. 11. 

The blending of two national sub- 
sidized amusement enterprises will 
win for the Royal theatre here a 
building annex upon the stage on 
which it will be able to produce 
fine operas, with ballets and ar- 
tistic symphony orchestras. 

Radio broadcasting being a Dan- 
ish government monopoly, this de- 
partment has 1,000,000 kronen ex- 
cess which will be devoted to build- 
ing the new stage. Heretofore the 
theatre has been too impoverished 
to produce operas with ballets and 
other accessories for which there is 
a great public demand. For this 
reason the Danish radio fees were 
transferred to the new purpose. 


House of Lords O. K.’s 


Barrie Oliver Verdict 


London, Feb. 11. 

House of Lords, the final judicial 
appeal, has sustained the lower 
court’s verdict of $5,000 damages to 
Barrie Oliver in connection with 
his contract for “Hit the Deck.” 
Clayton & Waller and Moss Em- 
pires must therefore settle. 

Lord Buckmaster, chancellor of 
court, declared damages appeared 
extravagant as in Fay Marbe's suit 
against James White, but not suf- 
ficiently so to vitiate verdict. 

Efforts of disinterested parties to 
get an arbitrated compromise met 
with Clayton and Waller's firm con- 
viction that they were either right 
or wrong. No malice is involved. 
In fact at the present time firm is 
considering production one of 
Oliver’s plays. 


Libraries Pass 


London, Feb. 11. 
“Honors Easy” opened late last 
week at St. Martin's, proving an in- 
teresting play by Roland Pertwee, 
well played, especially by the men 
of the cast, and favorably com- 
mented upon by the newspapers. 
Strangely enough the libraries 
have shown no disposition to make 
a deal, probably due to general de- 
prassion of the theatre. 


$1,200 a Show 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

Raquel Meller will give three con- 
certs here at the Salle Pleyel. First 
date, Feb. 15, only has been decided 
upon. Salary will be $1,200 a per- 
formance, double what she received 
ber day when at the Casino Lyrique, 
srussels, for three days, starting 
Jan. 31. 


First Stage Divorce 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 11. 

Blanca Podesta, Argentine 
actress, has just divorced her 
husband, Alberto Ballerini, also 
a stage star, and theatredom 
is all aflutter, for this is the 
first stage divorce in the annals 
of the Republic. 

The wife sued on er 
desertion. 
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JOLSON COPY A HiT; 


BALLYHOO, SPLITS TOP 


Feb, 11. 
force Bob 
$420-a-week 


Paris, 

After 
Fisher to 
fortnight at the 


was forced to ballyhoo the 


attempting to 
cancel his 
Empire, the man- 


agement 


Jolson copy act as a jazz and 
mammy singer when he clicked at 
| the opening. 

At the first show he was incon- 
spicuously billed as “B. Fisher” and 
was spotted in the deuce position 
on the house program. After that 
the house had to get out a three- 


sheet and give the act a flash in the 
electric lights, splitting the feature 
billing with ‘‘Poodles” Hanneford 
the accredited headliner. 

In the French advertisements 
Fisher even tops the Hannefords, a 
$1,200 feature, which inspired a 
lively protest from the riders who 
are making their first Paris appear- 
ance. 

Fisher is no Jolson, but works 
blackfaee affecting an Al Herman 
costume and_e singing Rainbow 
Round My Shoulder,” “Sonny Boy” 
and mammy songs. He announces 
in French that “Sonny Boy” was 
made famous by “Mon Ami, Al Jol- 


son” suggesting cordial friendship 
between them. With Jolson due 
for an engagement at the same 
house at $12,000 a week in April, 
it’s a cinch Fisher is no friend of 
Jolson’s. 

It was the Jolson date that 


prompted the house to try for a 
cancellation of the copy turn. Sing- 
ing in English entirely, the French 


liked Fisher’s zippy style and 
powerful voice. 
Empire has a first rate show. 


‘Besides the success of the Hanne- 
fords, the Three Ajex are extra- 
ordinary gympnasts; Arcaidi Troupe, 
jugglers, and Plattier Bros., mu- 
sical clowns, who would be great 
in the States. 


Swaf Guest Critic 


Copenhagen, Feb. 11. 

When “Journey’s End” is produced 
at the Royal theatre here late in 
February, Hannen Swaffer will be 
present as the guest critic. of a 
Copenhagen newspaper. 

The Royal is making every effort 
to produce an authentic copy of the 
London production and has im- 
ported Warner, who staged the Eng- 
lish version. Newspaper asked 
Swaffer to attend, making the pre- 
miere 100% London. Swaf has ac- 
cepted the invitation. 


Lisbon Shed Collapses 
Lisbon, Feb. 11. 

Forty persons were seriously hurt 
and many others suffered minor in- 
juries when a makeshift shed, put 
up by a traveling troupe just out- 
side the town of Valdigen, col- 
lapsed. 

A band of wandering players had 
thrown together the flimsy shelter, 
which gave way just at curtain 
time Most of the injuries were 
broken bones. None was killed. 


BACK FROM RUSSIA 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

George Thomas, head of the Long- 
acre Construction Co., active in the- 
atre building, is sailing from Paris 
tomorrow (Wed.) for New 

route from Moscow. 
Concern has just put in construc- 
tion in the Soviet capital a group of 
apartment houses and two school 
houses, costing together about $3,- 
000,000. Longacre is handling the 
construction, unusual in the particu- 
lar that foreign capital 
into the Soviet country. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


44th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 
The “Brooklyn Times” said, “Will | 
Mahoney was a big hit. He stopped | 
the show going through his funny 
falls and pile driver tap dancing. 
You certainly will like him.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM | 


in Eari Carroll's “Sketch Baok,” 
| 


1560 Broadway 





TO STAGE DESTINN PLAY; 
KUBELIK BUYS CASTLE 


Prague, Feb. 
National Marton is 
stage a drama entitled 
“Rachel,” left by the late Emmy 
Destinn, opera singer, who died 
here about two weeks ago. Produc- 
tion will be the nation’s tribute to 
the world famous diva. 

In the settlement of her estate 
Jan Kubelik, the great Czech vio- 
linist, has purchased the castle in 
Southern -Bohemia where Mm 

Destinn made her home for years. 


Dorchain Killed by 
Pal in Auto Accident 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
In a tragic accident here August 
Dorchain, poet and playwright, was 
killed by his bosom companion, Jean 
Tharaud, novelist and international 
authority on Semitic literature. 

. The accident happened in front of 
Dorchain’'s home when Tharaud’s 
machine struck the aged poet cross- 
ing the street. He was held blame- 
less, but was prostrated when he 
learned the identity of the victim, 
who was going from curb to curb 
in the middle of the block. 

Dorchain was born in 1857 and 
was president of the Society of 

French poets. He was honored five 
times by the French Academy and 
was a distinguished officer and 
member of many literary societies 
as well as wearing the ribbon of 
the Legion of Honor. 


The Czech 
about to 


Opera Drowned Out 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

A water tank on the roof burst 
during the first act of Meyerbeer’s 
“Les Huguenots” at L’Opera, 
drenched the chorus and principals 
and made it necessary to ring 
down. 

Damage was slight and the piece 
resumed after costumes were 
changed and the stage was mopped 
up. 

If it had happened a night later 
it would have been serious, the 
opera house then being given over 
to a gala charity when the orches- 
tra chairs were covered with a floor 
and 5,000 people danced. A long 
show was given then, also at an 
admission of §8. 


“Frankenstein”—Misses 
London, Feb. 11. 
A new adaptation of “Franken- 
stein” was offered last night at the 
Little theatre. It was well acted 
and cordially received, but not much 
is expected of it 


New 


Weather 


Washington, Feb. 11. 

bureau furnishes the 
outlook for week begin- 
ning Wednesday (12): Partly cloudy 
with rain over Central and Wester: 
portions, and cver Eastern portions | 
Thursday. Warmer Wednescdayr and 


Weather 
following 


Friday, snow or rain over West- 








is invited | 
}Colder at end of the week. 


ern portions and over Eastern por- 


| 
| 
colder Thursday. |» 
tions Friday night or Saturday. | 
j fi 


| consistent 


| tion. 








{*SoNs | 0” GUNS” BUCHANAN. 


He'll play Donohue Part in His Own | 





London House 
London, Feb. 11. | 
Jack Buchanan has practically 
completed arrangements to take 
over the English rights of “Sons}] 
o’ Guns,” to be the initial produc- 
tion at Buchanan’s new London | 


fall | 
role done 


tneatre next 
Buchanan will play the 


in the States by Jack Donohue, 
while the book will be adapted for | 
British soldier angle and the pro- 
iduction is to be elaborate. 


LONDON LEGIT SLUMP 
DULL SPRING OUTLOOK 


London, Feb. 11. 
Tegit husiness ic off pretty gene- 
rally in London and no broad im- 
provement is looked for until E: 
Dip of grosses is seasonal. 
Hits which are enjoying the 
trade are “Bitter Sweet,” 
at his Majesty's; “The First Mrs. 
Fraser” at the Havmarket; “The 
Apple Cart” at the Queens: “Jew 


aster, 


most 


Suss,” at the Duke of York's; The 
ergy Watch,” at the Shaftsbury; 

Jack Hulbert revue at the 
ine elphi and The Calendar,” at 
Wyndham’'s. 


Attractions 
clude “Journey 
of Wal 


which are receding in- | 
’s End,” at the Prince 


| 
| 
] 
| 
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| Heidt Option Taken Up 
On Monte Carlo Opening 


Paris, Feb, 11. 
lifornians opened big at 
Carlo Casino where they 


Heidt's Ca 
the Monte 


are booked for eight weeks. His 
option for an additional fortnight 
already has been exercised by the 


Casino, which will put off the act’s 
Publix route, fixed to start May 8 

There ts a strong likelihood 
Heidt will be held at‘the new Am- 
bassadeurs, Paris after Monte 
Carlo. The American band clicked 
at the charity ball last week in the 
Paris Opera House when the col- 
legians were introduced to the 
French capital. 





More Water Rat Shows 


London, Feb. 11. 

The Water Rats, composed of 
English vaudeville stars, and dis- 
tinct from the V. A. F., being non- 
charitable, is determimed to keep 
vaudeville alive in England. 

Having launched one combination 
successfully, they are sending out 
several more. 

Members include Will Fyffe, Jack 
Hylton, Talbot O'Farrell. They say 
they always made money when they 
ran their own combinations and 
see no reason why they should not 
do so now in co-operation. They 
say vaudeville is being killed by 
pecple who can't see beyond im- 
mediate profits and selfish aims. 


Bidding for Daly’s 
London, Feb. 11. 


Since the Isadore Schlesinger 


company bought Daly’s’ theatre 
from the James White estate, pay- 
ing $1,500,000, the place has not 


housed a success, 

Nevertheless, the secretary of the 
company denies that the property 
is on the market. The Woolworth 
chain store people have made an 
offer for the place and the Shuberts, 
who have an interest, are reported 
nibbling, but nothing will be done 
until Schlesinger returns from South 
Africa, a few weeks hence. 

The site is enormously valuable, 
and Schlesinger can probably dis- 
pose of it at a handsome profit. 


MURDERER STARR INSANE 


London, Feb. 11. 
On a plea from the American 
embassy that James Achew, profes- 
sionally James Starr, American 


vaude performer, 


home 


insane, the 
secretary commuted death 
that was to have been 
Moncay and committed 
to Brvadlinoor asylum for life 


was 


sentence 
executed 


Starr 


|six plays they 
| Paris; 


SAX’S TOUR IN- 


SOUTH AMERICA 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
Following Holid ‘iy, their cur- 
irent piece, Eugene O'’Neil’s “Beyond 
i the Horizon’ will conclude Carol 
M. Sax’s America Players’ 12-week 
season here durir whit hey have 
done six plays , 

It is probable that O'Neil himself 
will come out of retirement some 
lwhere on the Riviera, where he has 
been finishing a play, to assist ir 
staging “Horizon 

After that piece, Sax and his com- 
pany probably will accept an en- 
gagement to tour South America 
underwriting the entire venture 
himself. Idea is to tour eight to 
twelve weeks, trip to include Rio 


de Janeiro, tuenos Aires, Monte- 
video, Lima and Santa Diego. 

All that stands in the way of 
closing the ent is that local 
managements in some of these spots 
insists that the repertory shall com- 


erprise 


prise 25 plays on a basis of three 
changes i veel Reason is that 
the English-speaking communities 
are small and the same groups of 


the colonies step out nightly. 

This is a tall order for the troupe, 
most of whom are Broadway legiti- 
mate people with little stock train- 
ing. However, they have the 
nucleus of a large repertory in the 
have produced in 
also 12 days at sea to get 
a running start on other pieces. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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RIO RITA” SET FOR 
NEW LONDON HOUSE 


London, Feb. 11. 

The new theatre in Soho district 
which Florenz Ziegfeld was re- 
ported to be negotiating for is now 
definitely named the Ritz. 

It opens around the end of March 
with Lee Ephraim producing ‘Rio 
Rita” there as the first attraction. 

Edith Day will play the Ethelind 
Terry role here, with Tommy Fields, 
a brother of Gracie Fields, in the 
Bert Wheeler Boxee 


Palladium’ Ss %6, 500 Bill 


London, Feb. 11. 
Palladium headliners are George 
Robey and Mabel Russell with ‘fea- 
tures the Roger Wynne quartet and 
Bud and Jack Pearson on an 11-act 
program costing around $6,500, a 
good deal of money for this house 


that played a $400 headline last 
week, 
Miss Russell, legit actress and 


former member cf Parliament, ap- 
peared in a sketch used in vaude- 
ville eight years ago and too slow 
for this establishment which spe- 
cializes in speed. 

The Wynne quartet and the Pear- 
sons were splendidly receliyed de- 
spite the latter act’s appearance 
after 11 o’clock due to the length 
of the bill. 

Robey alone used up 35 minutes. 
Pearsons were scheduled for Liver- 
pool next week but will hold over 























Starr was ferrmerly of Starr and 





and was under 
of Sylvia Da | 


Leslie, juggling act, 
sentence fo 


xr murder 
houseks 





| Costa -eper. 


“BIG FIGHT” SET 


London, Feb. 11. 
Edgar Middleton's new play, “T} 
Big Fight,” will be put on ir 
yvinees late in Marcl 
Oliphant, former pub ts 
an, will be associated in produc- 
Carl Brisson engaged for 
lead in st 


Jack 


raight play. ; 





at the Palladium. 
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France Is F acing Film Crises Thru 
Scarcity of Pictures; Native Firms 
Doing Best to Cash In on “Break” 


Paris, Feb 

Grave film production crises fore 
seen in France through paucity of 
French talker productions. This 
likelihood approaches almost a cer- 
tainty in its dire import according 
te students of the French picture 
field. 

Reason is that it is inevitable that 
the 80-odd wired houses now in} 
France (of which 25 or,30 are in| 
Faris) will not have cneugh films|} 
to go around for the simple reason 
not enough French talkers are be- 
ing made either locally or by any- 
body else to supply each house, 

And while production is progress- 
ing very slowly, more and more} 
theatres are being wired daily. West- | 


a] +2 Hy nh v roa £13 lille 
ern Electric constantly has fulfiilled 
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More 


musicals 


foreign scores 


is urged upon Hollywood 
Pratt, head of the 


D. S. 
: " | 

| copyright department of ERT. ot 
} 

| 

| 

! 


by musi 
is here contacting studios. 

Pratt points out that one-third of 
the product must hit the European 
the tunes from Tin 
insufficiently known 
the 


| market where 

Pan Alley 
Studios 

idea. 


are 


are plaving with 


contracts. Gaumont's new equipment, | 
a much cheaper device, is bound 
to go into many theatres. RCA 


is extending its 


Photophone also 


activities now: ditto Tobis-Klang- 
film, Ramaphone, Lutaphone. Radio- 
Cinema and a host of other inde- 


pendent sound recording 
ducing devices. 


and repro 


Picture supply for these houses 
is very limited. Paramount’s Chev- 
alier pictures, Warner's Jolson} 
films, Metro’s “Pagan,” and only 


a few acceptable American-makes 
of sound-synchronized films like the 
“Pagan,” are available. And when! 


the current crop of French talkers 
—Pathe’s “Les Thoise Masques,’ 
Pathe-Nantan’s “La Nuit 
Nous,” Jacques Haik’s “Le Mystere 
la Villa Pierre Braun- 
berger’s “La Route est Belle,” and | 
Adolphe Menjou’'s forthcoming talk- 
er (P-N), also Abel Gance’s and| 
one or two others—are released it 
will react even v.orse for the Ameri- 
ean produced sound-synchronized 
films. 


est 4 


: ean 
ae tose, 


In Doubt 

Even “Hollywood Revue,” 
Metro film a number of French pic- 
ture people have seen in London, 
and which they thought a month 
ago might make a good internation 
al feature, especially for France, 


“Hollywood Revue” 


is 


now regarded less favorably. For, 
having been given a taste of the 


real native French, the public will not 
now have the patiencewith songs like 
“I'm Ike, I’m Gus,” ete., although 
they might accept a “Singing in the 
Rain,” because of its’ singing 
melody, as they did in the past 
with Jolson'’s songs. Not 
standing a word of those 
lyries, yet they laughed and 
with him, but that carried a strong 
personalty element. 

Now argue the French picture ex- 
perts with the novelty worn off, 
with comprise elements discounted 
and with the dominant appeal of 
the native tongue, it will be some- 
thing else again. Maybe the local 
Metro office may cut in a French 
m. ¢., doing the brief introductory 
explanations of Jack Benny in 
“Hollywood Revue,” but still they'll 
not react to the strictly native- 
American Gus Edwards, Marie 
Cahill or Cliff Edward's hoke. Ex- 
hibitors will prefer booking any- 
thing, no matter what, which 
characteristically French. 
a certainty. 

Answer is that any French talker, 
even “Trois Masques,” a poor 
example, did and is doing business 
So much so, that picture theatre 
operation in French is now being 
revolutionized. Whére a week's 
stand, or a fortnight’s run to big 
business was regarded as good, 2 
theatre like the Capitol, Marseilles, 
with “La Route est Belle” did five 
weeks an average gross of $12,- 
000 a week for the first four weeks. 
Picture would still be there hadn't 
Richibe, the exhib, not 
that kind of wow biz, booked in 
Paramount's “Innocent’s of Paris” 
with Par refusing to cancel, 

This can only result now in ex- 
hibs deferring future blanket book- 
ings for what will become the “out- 
side,” i. e, American sound-syn- 
chronized product, leaving the rest 
of the distribution market up in 
the air and awaiting the pleasure 
of the exhib who ean play his pic- 
ture without restriction for 
ru lasts, 

Taste of Home Mades 

It argued that the taste for the 
native-French will eliminate what 
would otherwise have been ac- 
ceptable as compromise attractions; 
that is, American films with a theme 
song or two and a sound-synchron- 
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as long 


as the 
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which | 
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cried 
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That’s 


anticipating | 


DUKE ALBA BEFRIENDS | 
| AMERICAN — 
| | 


Madrid, Feb. 1 
Minister of Public ins] 
being an ardent American 
| film fan and a friend of Douglas 

Fairbanks, Mary Pickford and other 
globe-trotting stars, is looked to be- 
friend the American films from cen- 
attacks here, 
So cordial 


Duke Alba, 


| struction, 





Sor 


has the titled official 


>| been to American screen celebrities 


| that many 
tion itely 
The 


come to call him affec- 
“Duke Jimmy.” 
project is up in the Spanish 
capital to enact a censorship law | 
against foreign language pictures 
| modeled upon the edict of Mussolini 
| for Italy. Newspapers have argued 
in favor of such a regulation, and 
the Americans have been at grea® 
difficulty to get their side before the 
| publie, 

The powerful Madrid dailies “E) 
Sol” and “A.B. C.,” have demanded 
the absolute prohibition of foreign 
tongue pictures. 

However, the Duke Alba has used 
| his influence to keep the Spanish 
| sereen open to the best product of 
the world, while the native industry 
is making steps toward its own de- 
| velopment. 

A Franco-Spanish talker is being 





made in Seville for Ibanez’s “La 
Bodega,” with the backgrounds of 


the action the actual peasant life of 
Andalusia, with its gorgeous vine- 
yards. Benito Perejo is directing 
the picture. 





DUTCH “MELODY” CLICKS 


The Hague, Feb. 11. 
“The Broadway Melody” was a 
rousing success at the Odeon «the- 
atre here. 
Western Electrie sound record in 
English was reproduced, with ex- 
planatory titles in Dutch flashed at 








the same time to supplement the 
dialog. 
ized score. But now the printed 


| title already is becoming a some- 


what glarish thing on the screen. 
Let them have a few more months 
of all-French talkers and the titular 
translations of American sound- 
synchronizations will be outmoded. 

To further stress the threatened 
crisis, exhibitors are talking about 
the lack of trade shows. Where 
American distribs at this writing 
were beginning to propagandize for 
their annual March exhibitions of 
some 300 to 400 pictures for the 
1930-1931 schedule, they haven't 
enough on hand now for even the 
ifirst half of this year. Cause has 
been the American production of 
talkers with an eye chiefly to Amer- 
ican and English distribution, with 
| no thought to the possibilities of 
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MAYRIS 


EDWARD 


CHANEY and FOX 


“Dancing Stars of Two Continents” 
NOW PLAYING 
FRENCH RIVIERA! 
PARIS, AMSTERDAM and 


NORWAY to follow. 
Direction WM. MORRIS 
Europe: FOSTER’S AGENCY 





UNIFORMITY ON 


FOREIGN FILM 
BY ACADEMY 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

A committee on foreign produc- 
tions has been formed as an adjunct 
to the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, 

Committee consists of the heads 
of the foreign departments at the 
various studios, with Paul Kohner 
(U), chairman. Others are Geoffrey 
Shurlock (Par), Heinz Blanke (WB), 
Leon d’Usseau (Radio), Alguero de 
Alberich (M-G) and John Stone 
(Fox). Purpose is to exchange 
viewpoint on foreign picture pro- 
duction and to arrive at uniform 
standards. 

First action was the establishing 
of stage Spanish as the language for 
all Spanish talkers, thus ending the 
pro and cons between the exponents 
of Castillian and the South Ameri- 
can accents, 

Committee will publish a bulletin 
for the dissemination of foreign pic- 
ture information for the benefit of 
the producers and the foreign ex- 
changes. Bulletin will be edited by 
Jerome Lachenbrush of M-G. 


DANE RAPS U. S. MELOS; 


FOR STATE ART SCREEN 


Copenhagen, Feb. 11. 

A Social Democrat member of the 
Municipal Board, which regulates 
theatres and screen, severely criti- 
cized American blood-and-thunder 
pictures in a recent address, and 
expressed the opinion that the cen- 
sors had been too severe with art 
pictures imported from Russia. 


The Russian pictures were sup- 
pressed or censored, due to suspi- 
cion they probably. carried “red” 
propaganda, 

The board member went on to agi- 
tate against spicy titles, undressed 
chorus girls in American pictures, 
and outlined his scheme for the use 
of Denmark's $800,000 film taxes for 
the establishment of a state sub- 
ventioned film theatre similar to the 
national opera. 

Incident has done a great deal to 
center public attention on pictures, 
with Paramount’s representatives 
here defending the artistic quality 
of the American product and argu- 
ing that the American 
please the public. 


A-F’S DUAL VERSIONS 





jthe now  importantly-developing 
foreign talker markets, not alone 
jin France but Spanish territory, 
| Germany, Italy, ete. 

| Native producers fully recognize 
|this and are stepping into the 
| breach as fast as they can. Even | 
a banker like Albert Kohan, who | 
| figured in bringing Gaumont and 
| Franco-Aubert together, isn’t wait 


ing for the formal completion of th: 
alliance, deferred until the end 
February, and has organized an in- 


of 


studios so that when G-F-A is ulti- 
mately welded he will have at least 
one feature in readiness for distri- 
bution in the Franco-Aubert house. 


ipleting 


Paris, Feb. 2. 
Aubert-Franeo will soon release a 
French talker version of 
Nous Etions Deux,” Leonee Perret’s 
silent which this director is com- 
in the Tobis. studios at 


| Epinay, just outside Paris. 


dependent production unit to make | 
talkers. He is using the Gaumont 


Original shooting had been 
planned to facilitate retakes neces- 
sary to insert sound or songs, thus 
making easy the present talker ver- 
sion, which the original cast of 
Andre Roanne, Alice Roberte, Susy 
Pierson and Maurice de Canonge 
are making. 





SHORT A DAY FOR KANE 


Producing Schedule Speeded_ in 
French Experiment - ; 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

Bob Kane’s French talking short 
producing schedule has been speed- 
ed up to a record scale of intensive 
releases, calling for a short subject 
@ day. 

After the first test short was 
razzed and jerked at the Paramount, 
the house returned to the attack, 
booking in two shorts instead of oné 
for next week. Par is backing Kane 
and also distributing the product 
here. 

Kane says he has no exclusive | 
booking agent, although Henri Lar- 
of his talent 
who formerly 


tigue supplies 
Louis P. Verande, 


booked for Kane, complained that 


most 





after he provided people he was 
deprived of commissions. Kane re- 


iplied that Verande promised mate- 


‘rial which never 


| 


} 





pictures | 


“Quand | 


showed. 


RCA BIDS FOR 
EMELKA STOCK 


Berlin, Feb. 11. 
of America has jusf 





Radio Corp. 


Warners Decide on 


Foreign Versions; 
Last to Give In 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Warners and First National, last 
Nang the major studios to fall into 


| line, will go into the production of 


| foreign versions. Heinz Blanke, 


mer assistant to Ernst Lubitsch. 
who was in Germany in charge of 
|production there for Warners, has 
| been brought back to head the new 
department, with offices on the 
| Warner lot. 

Blanke is lining up his personnel 
}of directors, writers and players for 
jthe foreign versions, in Spanish, 
French and German. 

Initial work on the new outfit 
be the titling of several recently 
|made musicals. They will be re- 
leased in the foreign field as silents, 


fore 








will 


plus songs in English. Later stories 
will be shot directly in the language 
of the country for which they are 
intended. Blanke is new searching 
for material for this first. direct 


language film. 


DELIMUR TO Dd 
SCREEN REVUE 


made the German government a| 
high bid for controlling stock in 
| Emelka Pictures. 

Amount of the offer created a 
surprise, since the government al- 
| ready has been subjected to criti- 
cism for paying too much for the 
securities. “Now the radio bid tops 
the government purchase price. 

Acquiescence of the Reichstag 


and the cabinet would be necessary 
for a sale, which seems pretty un- 
terrified by the mere idea of an 
American film invasion. 


MAKING FRENCH FILM 


IN FOUR TONGUES 


Feb. 11. 
a picture 


Paris, 

Abel Gance is producing 
in four languages besides a silent 
version, to be called “La Fin du 
Monde” (“The End of the World’). 

He is preparing to spend $2,000,000 
on the multi-tongued project, which 
will have versions in French, Eng- 
lish, Italian and Spanish, besides 
silent. 

The negative cost may run’ into 
even more money than mentioned, 
since Gance is known as the Von 
Stroheim of France, spending money 
with prodigality for what he wants 
in an artistic sense. 

Two separate negatives will be 
made for the French and English 
versions and the dialog for the 
Italian and Spanish will be dubbed. 
Gance will play the lead himself. 
Wanda Vangen wiil be the femme 
lead in the English picture. Colette 
Darefeuil will play feminine lead 
for the French picture. 

Picture is to be sounded by 
Gaumont method. 


the 


MADRID’S NEIGHBORHOODS 


Has 5 and Building 2—Reproducing 
One Old House 
Madrid, Jan. 31. 

They’re commencing to build the- 
atres in the suburbs, contrary to 
the old custom of having them all 
in the center of the city. There 
are now five with two more in con- 
struction. 

One of the new ones will be con- 
structed in the low quarter in the 
Plaza del Progresso. It will be a 
reproduction of the Teatro Apollo 
which is being pulled down. All the 
parts of the old theatre will be 
transported to build the new one 

Each will seat about 2,000. 





Other GFA Interests 


Zz Paris, Feb. 2. 
Recapitulation of what the Gau- 

mont-Franco-Aubert merger takes 

in discloses a number of lesser al- 


lied interests. They include the So- 
| ciete General de Films (Albert Ko- 
hane’s unit), Films Historique (Ko- 
hane), Maurice Films (labs), G. M. 
Films (abs) and Comtinsonza Ca- 
meras, cinematographic manufac- 
turers. 

Kohane figures 
bankers in the merger. 


as one of the 


Goes German 
Holiywood, Feb. 11. 
will dub synthetic Ger- 
“The Lost Zeppelin.” 


Tiffany 
jman inte 


likely, since German producers are 





Paris, Feb. 11. 
Jean Delimur is to direct the first 
French musical revue for Pathe- 


| Natan, following the completion of 
| the Adolph Menjou Franco-Eneglish 
|talker in which he is now engaged 
lin behalf of the same company. 
Pathe-Natan re-engaged Delimur, 
who is an ex-Paramount director, 
when he was about determined to 
jreturn to the States, there to han- 


idle French versions of American 
productions. 
The Jackson Tiller dancing 


troupes now engaged in Paris in 
views and other productions wil) be 
employed in the film musical. sup- 
plemented by principals, both 
French and English. 

Menjou and his wife, Kathryn 
Carver, are planning an American 
visit, having bids for both stage 
and pictures, but Pathe-Natan’s 
plans may interfere. The producer 
wants to make a five-language pice 
ture using Menjou, involving Gere 
man, Spanish and Italian hesides 
the Franco-English version. 


AM. FOREIGN FILMS 
NEAR SOURCE OF TAUENT 


"Q< 





Culver City, Feb. 11. 
There is a possibility Metro will 
make much of its future foreign 


production in Europe, to be nearer 
the source of talent. 

Arthur Loew, here for confabs 
with studio execs, leaves shor. for 
New York. He will go to Europe 
to look over the possibilities pro- 
duction abroad affords. Tentative 
idea is to have a studio, cent: ally 
located, probably on the Riviera, 
within easy access of the major 
Continental capitals. 

If plan carries, scripts used in on 
English versions will be translated 
here and sent there. Nucleus of the 
technical forces would be Holly- 
wood-trained. 


Cartoons as Draw 





Paris, Feb. 2. 
One house, the Marivaux, has a 
definite “Mickey Mouse” follewing, 


imited but decidedly there. 
House has noticed the repeated 
patronage increase when billing one 
lof these cartoons. 


3-LANGUAGE “JOURNEY” 


Hollywood, Feb. i1. 

Three foreign versions of ‘Jotir- 
ney’s End” will be made by Welch- 
Pearson in conjunction with Tif- 
jfany. Additional issues will be in 
| German, French and Spanish and 
; Will be made in Europe. 
| George Pearson, here for Welch- 
Pearson to supervise the picture, 


weeks to 
Laugh- 


returns to London in two 
supervise “Love, Lift and 
ter,” and “Satin Straps.” 
They are to be made by Gaumont 
also in collaboration with Tiffany. 
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Free Information Bureaus 





Paris or London. 


to either office. It includes the 


native language. 


this service, 
Foreigners in the United States 


Variety's Paris office is 
Italiens; in London, 8 St. Martins 





Free information on the show business of America may be ob- 
tained by anyone in Europe or Great Britain at Variety's offices in 


Requests for such information may be made by mail or in person 


American showdom, for pictures or its other branches. 
Applicants from -foreign tongue countries may 


No charge of any nature will be made by any Variety office for 


apply to any Variety office over here. 
in the 


producing and business ends of 


write in their 


wishing similar information may 


Paris Building, 18 Boulevard 
Place, Trafalgar Square, 








GERMAN QUOTA! 
RULES TAKE 
IN SHORTS 


Washington, Feb. LL. 

Berlin office of the Commerce De- 
partment cables that the German 
Federal Film Commissioner is to 
apply contingent restrictions to 
gound shorts as well as full length 
gound features. No limitation on 
the new shorts is expected, however, 
for at least five months. 

Certain that some _ restrictive 
measures will be placed, with these 
possibly including the prohibiting 
of more than one sound short in 
any single program. As previously 
reported, sound features are to be 
treated just as have been the silents 
in the past for contingent purposes. 

Nothing officfsl yet coming thru 
on the reported withdrawal of the 
American companies as a protest. 





Berlin, Feb. 11. 

The government has just an- 
nounced the issuance of 210 new 
eontingent permits on silent pictures 
fo: next season. 

At the same time comes the in- 
timation that talking product may 
nc be permitted in under these 
permits. Nothing definite has been 
ai.nounced on the point, however. 

A hint comes out which may have 
some bearing on the sound situation 
here. General Electric has made an 
investment in Siemens Halske, lead- 
ing German electrical unit, and this 
is interpreted_as a forecast that the 
talker patent fight may soon end, 
since German film interests are 
behind the patent claims made by 
Klangfilm Tobis which have tied up 
the American systems every time 
they have tried to crash this mar- 
ket. 





CUBA FETES Mix 


Gov't Lets Him Tote His Gun— 
Guest of Island President 


Havana, Feb, 11. 

Tom Mix was treated by the 
Cuban government and populace as 
a visiting potentate on his visit here. 
His gun, taken from him by the 
customs authorities, was returned 
next day as a special courtesy. He 
was a guest of President Machado 
and given all sorts of publicity gen- 
erally. 

He left for Miami today (Tues- 
day), but returns next week to stage 
a rodeo free to all school children. 

Mix fought in Cuba during the 
Spanish-American skirmish. 


Yugoslay Town’s Peeve 
Over Talker Premiere 


3elgrade, Feb. 11. 

3elgrade and Zagreb are peeved 
because the premiere of “The Cos- 
sack Song,” in German, was spotted 
in Sarajevo, a second-rate town, 
where it played the Apollo, newly 
wired with Western Electric equip- 
ment. 

This is Sarajevo’s first wired 
house. Second count in the griev- 
ance is that the Metrotone sound 
news service also premiered in the 
Same house. 

The talkers are a sensation here 
and through the territory, hence the 
sensitiveness of the populace, es- 
pecially as there are many Russians 
in Yugoslavia who would find spe- 
cial interest in a Cossack subject. 





British Film Censor Dies 
London, Feb. 11. 
Charles Hussey, 81, vice-president 

of British Board of Film Censor- 
ship. died Monday, 





DANES’ PATENT WAR 


Nordisk Fights Pacent Device as 
infringement 





Copenhagen, Feb. il. 

Sound patent war seems likely to 
break out here at any moment. The 
Nordisk Tonefilm people, Danish, 
are complaining that many of the 
Pacent machines in use here in- 
fringe upon their rights. 

Pacent representative counters 
with the charge that the subject has 
been brought up at this time merely 
to embarrass his interest and with- 
out any basis of suit. 


SPAIN PROTESTS BAD 
SPANISH OF TALKERS 


Madrid, Feb. 11. 


The Spanish capital is all hot and 
bothered with the advent of talkers 
made in English and dubbed for 
Spanish. The accents and syntax 
of this speech are sometimes far 
from good social form to native ears 
and the public reaction is adverse. 

“Poor English and worse Span- 
ish” are decried by the Royal Acad- 
emy with a good deal of heat, and 
the Viscountess of San Enrique, 
president of the Cinema de la 
Madres, is putting up a vehement 
squawk. 





First Australia “Roxy” 


Impresses Native Fans 
Sydney, Feb. 11. 


First de luxe picture house in the 
commonwealth named “Roxy” 
opened at Parramatta. Occasion 
made a local fete, with society in at- 
tendance and the fans open-eyed 
at the magnificence of the atmos- 
pheric theatre. 

House is done in the elaborate 
Spanish style and is sponsored by 
Hal Carleton, Burr & O'Shea man-— 
agement. Will be run on an all- 
talker policy. 





Fitzpatrick in Cairo 


Cairo, Feb. 11. 

James FitzPatrick, American 
travelog and novelty film producer, 
arrived in Alexandria late last week 
on the steamer Columbus. He will 
do a series of travel subjects in 
Egypt, including the Pyramids and 
the Sphinx in the desert. Every- 
thing will have sound but no dialog 
from the Sphinx. es 

Other subjects will take in the 
streets of the real Cairo, its public 
squares, markets and monuments. 
Work to be done here in about 
four days. 

FitzPatrick sails shortly from Suez, 


itinerary including Bombay, Java, 
Strait Settlements, Siam, Philip- 
pines, Hong Kong, Pekin, Japan 


and Hawaii on the last leg home. 


Broadcast Talker 


Zurich, Feb. 11. 

The first broadcast of a talk- 
ing picture came over the air a 
few evenings ago. Dialog picture 
was sent out from Stuttgart and 
was received in Switzerland and 
Southern Germany. 

It is the French-made picture 
“La Nuit est a Nous” sounded in 
German on the Tobis system. 





CAMERAMAN WILL PRODUCE 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

Charles Rosher, cameraman, after 
“Two Worlds.” which E. A. Dupont 
will make at Elstree, England, will 
himself turn producer. First film 
will be “The Middle Watch,” from 
Ian Hay’s comedy, current at the 
Shaftesbury, London. 

Rosher, American, “shot” Braun- 
berger’s “La Route est Belle.” 


BRITISH TALKERS SALE 


Envoy of Producer Sails—“Rookery” 
Called Best So Far 








London, Feb. 11. 
Charles Wilcox of British & Do- 
minions Film Co, sails for New York 
tomorrow (Wed.) to negotiate for 
disposal of American rights to 





talkers. 
He will bear with him prints of 
“Splinters,” “Loves of Robert | 


Burns,” “Wolves,” “Rookery Nook.” 
“Rookery Nook,” directed by Tom 
Walls, is the best talker so far pro- 
duced over here. 
It is up to highest 
standards. 


American 





| 


AUSTRALIAPUTS 
BAN ON FIRST 
NATIVE TALKER 


Sydney, Feb. 11. 


The censor board has prohibited 
the export for exhibition abroad of 
Australia’s first native-made talker, 
“The Devil’s Playground.” 

Picture is woven around life in 
the South Seas and is mainly cast 
with local people. British rights sei 
a silent version already have been 
sold to Universal 

So far ban merely applies to for- 
eign exhibition, but it is regarded 
as logical to expect Australian 
showings to be stopped as well. 
Ground for censor action probably 
is regulation that no Australian pro- 
duction may be exported if it has 
scenes “blasphemous, obscene or of- 
fensive to the people of the British 
Empire.” 

Appeal has been lodged. 


TRIBUTE TO GAUMONT 
AS PIONEER IN SOUND 


Paris, Feb. 11. 


Leon Gaumont, France's film 
daddy, delivered a lecture Sunday 
at the Sonbonne University and 
thereafter an award was made to 
him of the premier grade gold 
medallion of the scientific institute 
for his researches in screen sound. 

Gaumont took out his first patent 
for talkers in 1901, his idea at that 
time being on the disc principle. For 
years thereafter he abandoned film 
production devoting himself to 
scientific research. 

He turned his theatres over to 
Metro, which concern later trans- 
ferred them to Franco-Aubert. Now 
he is becoming active again in ex- 
hibition on both producing and the- 
atre ends, with his sons associated 
in his enterprises and his own 
sound system being marketed. 


Low Wave Hook-up for 
Revue’s Sydney Opening 














Australia will emulate America 
by broadcasting an opening night. 
Event is the premiere of “Hollywood 
Revue” at the Premier, Sydney, 
Feb. 28. 

Negotiations are now on between 
Amalgamated Radio, of Australia, 
and American stations for pick-ups 
and relays. 





All-Jewish Film Cast 


London, Feb. 11. 

E. A. Dupont is directing a pic- 
ture for British International in 
which all the players do Polish Jew 
characters. Picture being made 
both in German and English. 

Producer has imported a German 
cast for that version. 


Sherek Ufa Caster 


London, Feb. 11. 

Henry Sherek has been appointed | 
casting agent for Ufa here, handling 
all the people used in English ver- 
sions of German scripts. 

These pictures are to be made 
simultaneously with the German 
production schedules. 





Radio Rep Due 
Karl Fritzsche, Berlin representa- 
tive for Radio, is due in New York 





Feb. 18 for the usual check-up, 


First 100%, Ufa Dialog Picture 





—== 


Smash, Due Over Here in English 
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All Censors Alike 


Sydney, Feb, 11. 

Australian film censors have 
ordered the song “Wonder 
What Is Going on in His Mind” 
out of the Irene Bordoni film, 
“Paris” (FN). 

At the same time the song 
may be d in any musik 
store, and even may be sung in 
a stage presentation in the 
same show with the picture. 

Censors are censors, 


purciiase 











Remake in Spain 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Paramount plans to remake 
“Blood and Sand,’ a Valentino silent 
picture adapted from an 
story, by sending a troupe of Amer- 
ican players to Spain for the ex- 
teriors. 

Par will engage a troupe of Span- 
ish players over there for a Latin- 
American version, 


ASK CHEVALIER’S RIVAL 
TO DO HIS FILM TRAILER 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
A curiously ironic assignment 
handed to St. Granier is the job of 
producing a trailer for Maurice 
Chevalier’s “Love Parade,” opening 
at the Paramount here Feb. 27. 
Sting of the situation is that the 
two are more or less bitter rivals, 
rating as first and second leading 
men in France in popular esteem. 
Smart piece of business to couple 
the two names. Paramount, through 
the St. Granier trailer, hopes to run 
the Chevalier picture three months. 
Chevalier’s picture “Innocents of 
Paris” ran two months. 











“Hallelujah” Praised 
In Argentina Start 


Buanos Aires, Feb. 11. 

“Halleluljah,” all-negro picture, 
opened late last week in Mardel 
Plata, not far from here and the 
Atlantic City of Argentine. Picture 
evoked high praise. 

Columns of laudatory notices have 
been published in the “Prensa” and 
“Nacion,” leading dailies. 

The former journal says it is the 
most interesting talking picture of 
the year, while the “Nacion” thinks 
the film makes the finest realization 
of sound pictures exhibited here so 
far. 





Par’s French Play 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

Paramount has bought the world 
rights of Marcel Pagnol’s comedy, 
“Marius.” The play is a sensa- 
tion here in its second year. 

Picture version is to be made in 
Fraree through the Bob Kane alli- 
ance and then supplied with English 
dialog in Hollywood. 

Piece is also due for Broadway 
presentation under auspices of Gil- 
bert Miller. The Shuberts have 
Pagnol’s other success, “Topaze,” 
which also is in its second season 
here. 





Aubert Weds His Sec’y 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
Louis Aubert, film magnate con- 
cerned in the Franco-Aubert-Gau- 
mont merger deal, married his sec- 
retary, Mme. Madeleine Menu-Jouf- 
freau at the Church of Notre Dame 
Feb. 4. 


Dr. Roux, head of the Pasteur In- | 


stitute here and a friend of 
standing, gave the bride away. 


long 


“NOAH’S ARK” IN EGYPT 
Cairo, Feb. 11. 
This territory is getting newer 
and more important talking product 
from the American producers. 
New attraction in the leading cin- 
ema here is Warner's “Noah's Ark.’ 





Dubbing “Island” 


Hollywood, Feb. 11 
M-G will dub Italian into “The 
Mysterious Island” opening dialog 
scenes, 
Mario Dominici and Fran ) 
Maran have been engaged to mal 





the translation and dub the voices 


Ibanez | 


ei Great Life” 


Berlin, Feb. 11. 
“The Chauffeur Prince,” first Ufa 
100% dialog picture, is a sensational 
success at the Gloria Palast. It is 
a typical operetta with a romantie 


story as background, and is packed 
with laughs, besides having a first- 
rate popular score. 


version is 
ready to 
American mar- 


An English language 
already completed and is 
ibe seni into the 
| ket 

The story has to do with the son 
of an American millionaire who is 
serving as adjutant to an archduke 
and impersonates his noble boss at 
a formal reception. During the 
evening he discovers the archduke 
is betrothed to a princess of the 
blood. The princess and the young 
American fall in love and when the 
situation comes to the attention of 
the nobleman he backs out of his 








own engagement and persuades the 
| princess marriage to a millionaire 
wouid be much better for her, 


Recording Excellent 

Comedy of the picture arises from 
the satirical slants upon European 
royal courts. The score by Hey- 
mann delivers two song socks. Pic- 
ture was supervised by Eric Pom- 
mer and was cast under the direo- 
tion of Wilhelm Thiele. Personnel 
comprises Lillian Harvey, Willy 
Fritch and George Alexander, all 
three of whom click. 

Recording by Klangfilm is en- 
tirely up to international standard, 

Not so successful was the pre« 
miere at the Capitol of “I Have Ne 
More Faith in Women,” 100% Tobis«- 
recorded talker which proved a dis- 
appointment from the recording 
angle. Reproduction does not do 
justice to Richard Tauber, most 
popular of German tenors. Also the 
plot is thin, with Tauber a secondary 
figure in the story. 


Kidding U. S. Talkers 
In Prague Stage Piece 


Prague, Feb. 11, 
The first European stage to poke 
fun at the American talking pic- 
tures is a trick theatre here which 
has a name so innocent of comedy 
as “Osvobozeni Divadlio” (honest, 
that’s the name) where they spe- 

cialize in satirical entertainment. 
Piece is a very amusing travesty 
on “The Volga Show Boat” and 
“Sonny Boy.” A talker film opens 
the show, after which native play- 
ers, mostly women, burlesque the 

mannerisms of the picture stars, 
The native musical director also 
burlesques American jazz melodies. 











FOREIGN LITERATURE 


Metro Inaugurates Dept. to Locate 
Foreign Tongue Stories 








Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

M-G -has established a foreign 
literature department with Harry 
Spiegel in charge. 

Spiegel and a staff will read for- 
eign magazines and current novels 
in search of material for foreign 
tongue talkers. 


Holland Censors Sound 


The Hague, Feb. 11. 


Dutch government has ruled that 
the Board of Censors shall have 
control of all sound in connection 
with pictures. They may act on 
dialog and song lyrics as well as 
screen action. 

Ruling accordingly calls upon dis- 
tributers to supply to the censors 
all film-tract sound and discs for 
approval. 

The censors here are tough ina 
many respects. They rejected the 
Ufa exchange’s importation of “The 
Godless Girl,” for the ostensible 
reason that its exhibition might be 
offensive to the United States, which 
is absurd since the picture was oked 
in America. Ufa distributor is ap- 








pealing. 

Incident recalls that the Dutch 
censors turned down thumbs or 
“Dawn,” «he Nurse Cavell picture 
| which was released in Germany, ale 
| thoug!] reflected most on that 
ination 


Duncan Film in London 
London, Feb. 11. 
Th Duncan Sisters’ picture, “A 
(M-G-M), opens at the 


Empire here l’eb, 21. 
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Sunday. Performances in England 


By Walter Payne, O.B.E. 





London, Jan. 29. 

In 1780, or some 150 years ago, it was enacted by “His Most Excellent 
Majesty,’ King George the Third of England, “by and with the Advice 
and Consent of his Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament as- 
sembled,” that no person should, under 4 penalty of 200 pounds for every 
offense, “keep” any premises for public entertainment on Sundays; that 
every door-keeper or servant of such premises who should collect money 
should be liable to a fine of 50 pounds for every offense and that every 
person publishing any entertainment on the “Lord's 
Day” would also be liable 


advertisement of any 


to a penalty of 50 pounds for every offense. 


An@ this day is the law of England in this Year of Grace, 1930. 

Dramatic theatres in London are licensed by the Lord Chamberlain of 
of the Royal Household; every vaudeville house and every cinema is 
licensed “ae the Londen (o nty Council and everv license. whether of 
the Lord Chamberlain or the London County Council, bears upon it} 
the words: The premises shall not be ope ned for publi performan es on 
Sundays, Christmas Day or Good Friday.” 


250 cinema theatres in London 


considerable sums of money 


Notwithstanding this prohibition, over 
alone are opened to the public every Sunday, 
are taken for admission, and the performances are duly advertised if all 
the newspapers. No one, however, has ever been called on to pay any of 
the penalties provided by the ancient act of George III. 

Foreign observers. of English lifé and custom have frequently, 
of course unjustly, accysed the Britisher of hypocrisy, and they 
justly assert it was a good example that all these cinemas should be 
allowed to open on Sundays, notwithstanding the ¢s 
prohibition and the loud protestations of our Sunday 
other religious orders and societies. 

If, however, the matter is examined a little more it would 
be found that this is not an example of hypocrisy but of sound business 
allied with a keen political instinct. The London County Council, having 
issued these 250 licenses, each with a prohibition against Sunday opening, 
squares its corporate conscience by saying. “Notwithstanding that the 
licenses which we grant state as the law demands that you shall not open 
your premises on Sundays, we will permit you to do so provided that you 
contribute a sum, which we will fix, to a charity of which we shall ap- 
prove.” And thus it is that the law of the land is broken on terms which 
enables the council to do what the public wants and at the same time 
to keep peace with all the religious bodies who object to entertainments 
on Sundays by telling them that it is all in the sacred cause of 
charity. -a 

(‘But as regards the “legitimate” or dramatic houses, the Lord Chamber- 
Jain, who has a heart at least as charitable as that of the London County 
Council, has not so elastic a conscience and he does not depend upon the 
votes of the populace to secure or retain his office. 


closely, 





|thaving been razed to 
| New building is to be called Theatre 


and } 
might | 


statutory and licensing |}, » 
: ; 5 | but doubtful, 
observance and | 








| THEATRE OPENINGS 


New Alhambra and Olympia Due 
Next Month 


Paris, Feb. 2. 

New production at the Folies 
Bergere, another revue by L. Le- 
marchand, will not open until mid- 
March, a month later than antici- 
pated. Work on the new Alhambra 
building is progressing slowly. 

The Olympia, latest picture house, 


}and former music hall, which the 
| Jacques Haik’s 
| expected to open early next month 
| The new 


group controls, is 


mixed theatre (pictures, 


| vaudeville, legitimate), to be known 


as the Plaza, and under construc- 


| tion for two years, is almost com- 


nleted but nothing is vet definits« 


p! 
on an opening date. 

Work~ on 
proceeding 


the 
briskly, 


resort 


ground. 


old 
the 


the 


de la Concorde, with the restaurant- 
night club adjoining to retain. the 
old name, Ambassadeurs. Two es- 
tablishnents will be distinct, but 
with a revolving stage in the center 
to be visible to both audiences as 
required. Supposed to open in May, 


Agents Quiet 
Paris, Feb. 2. 

That booking agents should be 
mentioned by the prefect of police 
in the same ordinance as common 
employment agencies, and that in 
this ordinanee employment of serv- 
ants should be mentioned before 
booking of talent, ig the real cause of 
the recent raising ef the banner of 
the “Association des Agents Ly- 
riques et Dramatiques.” They in- 
sist their trade is a liberal profes- 
sion. 


Since practically no changes have 


He is the first | been made in the ordinary booking 


Officer of the King’s Household and performs many duties connected | routine, everything is quiet on the 


with the court as well as licensing all premises where stage plays are | 


performed. He also is officially the censor of all plays submitted to him 
before production on the stage. 

It may, therefore, readily be understood that ore occupying an office 
of such great power and dignity cannot encourage the law to be broken 
for a monetary consideration, even for charity. He has, therefore, de- 
creed that dramatic houses must remain shut on Sundays as the law of 
the land demands. 

This praiseworthy regard for the law has, however, caused a fierce 
and considerable volume of complaint to be made by maragers of dramatic 
theatres, as opposed to managers of cinemas, as well as by actors, 
musicians, stage hands and all other persons who seek to earn an honest 
living in connection with the presentation of the spoken play, and the 
press of London has almost unanimously endorsed the complaint. 


It is an accepted fact that Sunday for entertainment purposes is one 
of the most profitable and popular days of the week ané@ the cinemas 
who open in breach of the law are packed to the doors. The receipts of 
these Lon@on cinemas on Sundays cannot fall far short of $7,000,000 per 
annum. 

Theatre managers naturally ask: if “The Gold Diggers of Broadway” 
or “The Taming of the Shrew” or “Sunnyside Up” or any other talkers 
for which much money is paid to Hollywood can be given on Sunday 
why should performances of these or any other plays not be given on 
Sundays and so increase employment and earnings of actors and others 
by securing a part of the large sums spent by the public for Sunday 
evening entertainment? = 

The Society of West End Theatre Managers has approached the London 
County Council and asked them to act in conjunction with the Lord 
Chamberlain to secure legislation to remove the prohibition at present in 
force under the 150-year-old act of King George the Third. 

The Lord Chamberlain, however, says that this is a matter for Parlia- 
ment and that there would undoubtedly be considerable opposition from 
churches and people of many religious denominations. The London 
County Council is a popularly elected body and its members have to think 
of what this opposition of the churches and ‘religious denominations would 
mean at election time. Fer although the religious societies have done 


little or nothing to prevent the presentation of films as well as dancing | 


and concerts in hotels and restaurants on Sunday nights, they are not 
going to miss an opportunity of making a demonstration which will serve 
to remind the great British public that the bigotry and intolerance of a 
mediaeval age are still alive. 





Result of all this is that at the present time the theatre managers are 
taking steps to bring proceedings in the courts which, if successful, will 
paralyze the machinery of the London County Council under which per- 
mits are given to cinemas to open on Sundays. Consequently, the 250 
cinemas, the concerts and the dancing in the hotels and restaurants, may 
all be stopped unless, of course, the cinema owners, film renters, hotel 
keepers and the great British public all rise in their wrath and make 
common cause with the theatre managers to demand the abolition of a 
ludicrous, antiquated and out of date piece of legislation. 


So far as the actors, vaudeville artists, stage hands and other em- 
ployees are concerned, they have formed a committee together with the 
managers in order that they may have a round table conference to decide 
as to the terms and conditions upon which Sunday performances might 
be given; for it is admitted on all hands that it is impossible to ask 
artists and workers to labor on 365 days in the year without earning 
any more money than they do at the present time; in fact it is not pos- 
sible or reasonable to ask that they should work for 365 days in the year 
at all. 

Preliminary conversations lead one to expect that an accommodatiun 
will be reached so that if legislation comes atout it will not be compli 
cated with questions of a purely domestic character between managers, 
artists and other persons working in the theatres. 

The most convincing reason advanced hitherto for Sunday opening in 
London is perhaps that of the Actors’ Association (our embryo “Equity”), 
whoa.-have stated: “Jt is morally desirable, as the theatre can provide 
inspiriting entertainment and true recreation to that vast mass of people 
which is at present wont to find distraction in alcohol, lechery and in- 
harmonious domesticity.” 

What could be fairer than that? 


(Mr. Walter Payne is, in addition to being the President of the Society 
of West End Theatre Managers, the Chairman of the Entertainments 
Protection Association, which safeguards the interests of all vaudeville 
houses in England, and is as well Chairman of the London Pavilion and 
of the Syndicate Halis and a Director of Moss Empires, Ltd.). 


booking front. No new meetings of 
the union have taken place recently. 


Agency Edict Reserved 


Paris, Feb. 2. 

Decision has been reserved in the 
action and counter-action pending 
between Meurisse, agent, and his 
former partners, Sachoff, Chernoff 
and Ehrenthal, now trading as the 
Universum Agency. 

Evidence produced in court shows 
Meurisse as highly excitable, lively 
scenes being witnessed to by former 
employees. 

Decision not expected until far 
in the future. 


Girls Grab Route 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
Having missed the Ile de France 
from New York, the Bon John Syn- 
copetts, 11 girls, switched to the 
southern route via the steamship 
Saturnia, 


They will disembark at Genoa and 
open Feb. 17 in Rome at $1,250, 
with an Italian picture house chain 
route to follow. 


CAPITAL REDUCTION 
Paris, Feb. 2. 





Etablissements Volterra, a corpo- 

ration through which Leon Volterra 
runs the Theatre de Paris, Theatre 
| Marigny and the Luna Amusement 
Park, has reduced its nominal capi- 
| tal from $720,000 to $600,000. 


Operation was effected by ex- 
| changing four old shares for three 
new ones, a $4 bonus heing added to 
the lot of three new shares. 


MAYO’S BOOKINGS 
Paris, Feb. 11. 
Eddie Mayo and his eight har- 
monicaists, booked by Universum 
Agency, open Feb. 14 at the Merry 
Grill, Brussels, for two weeks at 
$162 a day. 


pest for one month thereafter, then 
on to Ufa, Berlin. 


HOLLAND TROUPE’S 1,000TH 
The Hague, Jan. 31. 

Fritz Hirsch’s German operetta 
company has just passed its 1,000th 
‘performance in Holland. 

Company plays mainly at The 
Hague, Amsterdam, Rotterdam and 
| tours the provinces. 





Dora Maughan’s Pay Up 


London, Feb. 11. 
Dora Maughan, was scheduled to 


| 
| 


; Sail on the Berengaria Feb. 26, but 
won't. | mer, especially if “Simple Simon” 
Instead she returns Feb. 24 tol! clicks. The producer contemplates | 


the Kitcat restaurant, set for three 


.| Months at an increase in salary. 


Ambassadeurs is 


Mayo (American) goes to Buda- | 


Store Show's 12c Top for’ 
Operatic Disks and Puppets 


Paris, Feb, 2. 
“Canned” operatic music repro- 
duced from phonograph records and 
embellished by a theatre setting and 
stationary manikins to athree- 
frane (12c) admish is a wrinkle in 
little theatre divertissement. It’s a 
store show on one of the boule- 
vards, utilizing a crude, if ingenious, 
contraption devised by a small ex- 
hibitor at the annual Lepine In- 
vention Fair held here regularly to 

develop just these small oddities. 





figures move, excepting after eacn 
record, when the props are changed 
for solo, duo or choral ensembles, 
dependent on the ensuing disk. No 
attempt at an operatic score’s se- 
quence is made; numbers are mere- 
ly rendered individually. 





| TONE DOWN FOR ROYALTY | 


|With Princess In Cast, and the 
Family Present, Show Diluted 





The Hague, Feb. 1. 

As a compromise to royalty, in 
view of Queen Wilhelmina’s very 
Puritanical views, Noel Coward's 
sizzling “Hay Fever,” done here by 
the Girl Students’ Club of Leyden 
University, of which the Princess 
Juliana is a member, was consider- 
ably toned down. 

Entire Royal Family attended to 
see the royal offspring-actress par- 
ticipate in the undergraduate show 
at the Gebouw voor Kunsten en 
Wetenschappen. 


SAX §. A. TOUR 


(Continued from Page 3) 


They figure this for a total of 10 
plays, but scarcely 25. 

The success of an English com- 
pany playing “Journey’s End” all 
over Europe and clicking steadily 
even in near-East oriental terri- 
tory, has drawn attention to Sax 
|and brought him many offers. Sax 
figures, however, the South Ameri- 
can bid is best. 

“Holiday” rates the best of the 
Paris group in all respects. Joan 
Keryon is first rate in the Fay 
Bainter role; Olive Brokaw, Con- 
way Wingfield, Alan Ward, Larry 
Fletcher and Bradley Cass likewise 
appear to advantage. The Comedie 
Caumartin is limited with its 320 
capacity and, even with top scale 
and capacity, the venture couldn't 
well show a financial profit. En- 
terprise ‘vouldn’t be practical ex- 
cept for ~ax’s endowments. 

McKay Morris, who walked out 
on Sax early in the Paris engage- 
ment, has complained to Equity 
against the company, forcing Sax 
to file charges against his ex-lead. 
| Formal charges are in seven counts 
including habitual lateness, failure 
to attend rehearsals, leaving re- 
hearsals before dismissal, refusing 
to put on make-up for dress re- 
| hearsals, holding curtains, assisting 
jin direction of another play while 
/under contract, and finally” walking 
out. 

Outside direction refers to Morris 
helping Jane Marnac stage “Shang- 
j}hai Gesture.” When Morris bowed 
jout, Larry Fletcher had to learn 
|his role in “The Barker” in 14 hours. 

Sax didn’t want to file complaint 
but had to when Morris, back in 
New York, commissioned his cousin 
to collect on the bond Sax had 
posted with Equity, he was forced 
to act. 

Conway Wingfield, the company 
|Equity delegate and familiar with 
the situation, has forwarded a re- 
|port to Equity. 











Hylton in Prospect 


Jack Hylton and his band may 
appear in a Broadway production 
due this spring. Negotiations for 
the Jeading British bandsman have 
been made-by an American agent, 
| who, it is understood, acted for Flo 
| Ziegfeld. 

It is figured the Hylton band 
| might be used in the planned mu- 





| sical to star Marilyn Miller and the| “Louis XIV.” 
However, Ziegfeld may | the authors and directors considered 
hold back that production until sum-| her accent too pronounced. 


| Astaires. 


going to the coast to start picture 
work !n that event. 


Capacity of the store is 200 top. 
Interior is a replica of the Paris 
| Opera. Miniature stage is only two} 
| feet bv two feet, modeled after a 
window display, with two puppets 
| stationed to illustrate a disk duet, | 
or, if it’s a solo, only one cutout 
manikin is in view None af the 


Chatter in Nice | 
By Frank Scully 


Nice, Feb. 1 

Nat Ferber’s at Mentone. 

Leonce Perret’s villa was robbed, 

Martin (Paris) Brown has left for 
there. 

Looks like a flop season after all, 

Lenglen’s quit Nice for good, 
though town gave her father a villa 
for tennis publicity. 

Frank Ward O’Malley, over a 
heart attack, is doing a Riviera vol 
for Doubleday. 

Art Samuels is here 
New Yorker on 


planning a 
nis recurn, 

Orlene Fielding, sister of Gerald 
Fielding, now the Contesse Armand, 
Just married. 

Cannes gave Lord Derby, who has 
a hat and horse named after him, 
the freedom of the port, with Scotch 
and soda, of course, at the usual 
gyp rate. 

Harry Worth, who sold his mid- 
western circuit to the Shuberts 





| Gould 


years ago is m. c.ing for fun at the 
Casino. Everybody thinks 


, 
he’s getting a percentage. 


© peg re 


Paderewski, here from Geneva 
three weeks incognito, convalescing 


from appendicitis and phlibitus, 
with no scribe spotting him yet. 
Has taken a villa, meaning the 75 


concerts in America to introduce 
Albert Tadlewski are out. 

Bill Tilden, his London stage 
debut a washout, is road-showing 
with the Riviera tennis troupe. 
Junior Coen is with him. 

One hotel renting rooms two 
months ago on the quieter side for 
$1.40 a day is now asking $16 a day 
on the noisy side, and not getting 
it. 

Noble Sissle’s littte girl, already 
down with artificial pneumo-thorax, 
the collapsing of one lung to pre- 
vent spread of incipient T. B., has 
just come through an appendix op 
with local anesthetic. Sissle’s 
band, booked in Monte Carlo by A. 
J. Clarke, is on a seven-hour day, 
playing the Casino, Sporting Club, 
Cafe de Paris and Hotel de Paris 
as ordered. This indicates all four 
are now singly controlled by the 
Greek Syndicate operating the gam- 
bling tables. Between his ill child 


and his jumps, Stssle has been 
plenty busy. 
_ Gregor’s jazz band has moved 


this season from the Rhul Hotel, to 
the Palais de la Mediterranee. Jack 
Hilton played there for a short at- 
traction last year, and is expected 
this season at Monte Carlo, though 
this conflicts with Hilton’s an- 
nounced trip to Hollywood. Gregor 
is an Armenian. He can’t read a 
note, but is a hot hoofer and a fair 
fiddler. Last summer he was 
smashed in a motor accident at Le 
Touquet, where his band played, 
and still carries some scars. 

Frank Harris’ “On the Trail has 
been sold to Bonis’s Paper Book of 
the Month Club through George 
Bye. This means one grand ad- 
vance royalties, 

Hutchins Hapgood, Norman's 
carmine-tinted brother, got smashed 
when a car went over a bridge near 
Vence. Canvalescing okay. He’s 
60 years old now. Vence is a hill 
town 10 miles from Nice where 


i they’re celebrating the 100th anni- 


versary of Mistral, the Provencal 
poet, this month. 

Nina Wilcox Putnam has sailed 
from Geneva for six weeks in New 
York and Florida, on biz, then back 
to her ninth century chateau at 
Villefranche for another year of 
stories for George at three grand 
per. 


ART THEATRE CHANGE 
Paris, Feb. 2. 
Studio des Champs Elysees, small 
highbrow playhouse in the roof of 
the Theatre des Champs Elysees, 
has again changed hands. Camille 
Batbedat assumes responsibilities. 
Camille Corney, former house man- 
ager, remains as a member of the 
troupe and producer. 
“Le Peche” remains 
traction to be replaced soon by & 
revival of “Paquebot Tenacity,” 
played here with success a couple 
of years ago. 


as the at- 


Suit Over Accent 


Paris, Feb. 2 





| Olga Barthos, Vienna comedienne, 
was booked by the local Scala for 
But during rehearsals 


They 


| the 


| canceled the contract, 
suit for 50,000 francs. 

Court adjourned the case for fur- 
j ther consideration. 


and hence 
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Devies Denies Monopoly Intentions: 


Likes G-F-A Deal as Film-Radio Nucleus 








Paris, Feb. 2. 
Maurice Devies, vice-president of 
the Banque Nationale de Credit 
and who is the directing genius in 
the present French picture combi- 
nation, denies any intention of 
making a film monopoly of the pro- 





jected organization. He also dis- 
claims any intention of making it 
the occasion of the flotation of a 


huge stock issue. 
Having found that 


for years the} 


| 

hous Incteyw uwac hala in such! 
pie curs sriUUS eg vy Aa savas 282 : 
disrepute here that no financiers} 
would touch it, but finding time | 


ripe to put the business on a differ- 
ent footing, he grouped a few 
friends to finance the present com- 
bine without using the resources of 
the bank itself. 

His idea is to use the Gaumont- 


leus of a vast organization which 
will be based on the development 
of sound in both film and radio. 
This, when realized, would give the 
men in contrel immense propa- 
ganra and political power, any 
development is being keenly watch- 
ed in official circles. 

It explains, apart from any other 
reason, why Francois-Poncet, Min- 
ister for Fine Arts, was present at 
the demonstration of the new Gau- 
mont sound equipment at the Thea- 
tre des Champs Elysees, this epuip- 
ment admitted capable of inter- 
changeability. raumont equipment 
is to form one of the main beams 
of the new structure, reseaches for 
pictures and radio being combined. 

Gaumont’s Stock Increase 

Details of the Gaumont merger} 
are arranged by Albert Kohan and 
an ‘increase of the Gaumont capital 
stock from $960,000 to $3,400,000 will 
absorb besides Aubert-Franco-Film, 
a laboratory company already Gau- 
mont controlled (G. M. Film), and 
an equipment manufacturing com- 
pany (Contisouza). Last named 
firm had a fire two years ago which 
completely destroyed its plant but 
which is now thoroughly modern, 
contrary to Gaumont’s. 

Production of sound equipment 
will be sufficient to currently equip | 
5 theatres weekly, 10 in March. | 
Orders for 82 theatres were booked | 
in January. This shows that French 
theatres using Gaumont equipment 
will soon be in the majority. This 
equipment now sells for $7,000 anda 
credit firm has been organized with 
the combine to extend facilities to 
exhibitors not only to install Gau- 
mont sound but also to remodel 
theatres, etc. 

This, together with the advantages 
in bookings of French talkers, con- 
trolled by the corbine, is expected 
to bring exhibiters under its in- 
fluence without using financial ties 
such as purchase, though a holding 
company will be formed in the dis- 
tant future. 

The financial structure of the new 
merger will make pictures more 
reputable than heretofore in the 
financial world. Capital is small but 
the present increased values of 
properties is net taken into account 
and the old book valuation is taken, 
thus causing large hidden surplus. 
This will enable the new firm to dis- 
count easily any paper it under- 
writes to finance exhibitors requir- 
ing equipment credit. 





so 

















Fullers 14 Wired Houses; 
Sir Ben May Come Over 


Sydney, Jan. 14. 
Fullers Theatres’ local St. James 
and Princess, in Melbourne, have 
become that circuit's leading houses 
since being wired for sound pictures. 
This chain has also placed sound 
installations in its St. James, Auck- 
land; Palace and Gaiety, Mel- 
bourne; Majestic, Adelaide; His 
Majesty’s, Wellington; Opera House, 
Christchurch; Princess, , Dunedin; 
Her Majesty's, Perth: Empire, Bris- 
bane; Majestic, Newtown; Victoria, 
Newcastle, and Fuller’s, in this city. 
_Sir Ben Fuller expects to be in 

New York some time in March. 


IN KANE’S SHORTS 
Paris, Feb. 2. 
Local William Morris agency is 
now booking for Bob Kane’s French 
talking sherts almost exclusively. 
Louis P. Verande, French agent, 








+. 
+ 





is also booking some acts with 
Kane. 
Besides 
Bisex. 
gles 


Charles Ahearn’s band, 
and Treki, two French sin- 
are set for Kane shoris. 


ot 





Singer Takes a Dig at | 
U. S. Talkers from Stage 


Paris, Feb. 2. 

Franconay, songstress, rates 
among the first to evidence a nega- 
tive attitude to the American talker 
invasion from the stage. Playing a} 
fortnight at the Empire, concluding | 
| 

| 





=..} i Tae naw is an? . - wm te 
brew. 0, Mer OpCimiing MuUu@mive®r is @ taii- 


rah “En Francaise” patriotic spiel 
about German and Danish actors} 
playing in English to American 


theme songs, and showing French 
title in France. She propagandizes 
the French first and then the Eng- 
lish-American thereafter. 

Number was but mildly received, 
although her latest special songs 
click, notably the Chevalier and | 
Mistinguett impressions. Franconay 
has made a short here. 


Clergy-Film Trust Battle 


‘May Be Resumed Any Time 


The Hague, Feb. 1. 

Reported end of the theatre-film 
war in Holland is only an armistice, 
So many tangles to the problem that 
a solution which might satisfy all 
parties is impossible. 

South of Holland, where the dis- 
pute started, is mainly Roman Cath- 
olic. Under pressure of the R. C. 
clergy, mayors in several of these 
towns banned films approved by the 
National Board of Censors. As this 
board represents all political and 
religicus parties, the film trust boy- 
cotted those theatres which banned 
these films, the trust maintaining 
that the board of ceupsors was a na- 
tional institution and that its de- 
cision could and should not be over- 
ruled by local authorities. 

Some of these theatres had to 
close their doors, and the fight went 
on for months. After a round table 
conference a temporary way out 
was found, but it is only a compro- 
mise. As soon as one or the other 
priest is offended by a picture, he is 
sure to press the point with his re- 
spective mayor, and then the battle 
will be on again. 


“Fool” Big in Belsrade; 
Talkers Help Music Sales 


Belgrade, Jan. 27. 

This is the third week since the 
Kolarac theatre, after installing 
Western Electric apparatus, opened 
as a sound house with “Singing 
Fool” (WB). Picture has been tre- 
mendously successful. Prices have 
been doubled. 

Luxor, on the other hand, using 
Biophone, opened with ‘White 
Shadows” (M-G), decided to stick to 
ordinary prices, and has been com- 
mended locally for the move. Lan- 
guage difficulties have been dealt 
with by running translation of es- 
sentials under the pictures. 

Ph. rograph companies are profit- 
ing by the sound pictures. Everyone 
is buying the Jolson songs. “Sonny 
Boy” selling best, and all shop win- 
dows displaying both the film and 
songs. 





Via Private Yacht 


Stockholm, Feb. 1. 

Ernst Rolf, director of the China 
theatre, found a new way to avoid 
having his name printed on a sail- 
ing list and subsequent publicity. 
Just sailed for the States on a 
friend’s private yacht. 

Rolf sailed to do a Swedish ver- 
sion musical talker for Paramount, 
making the trip via the Panama 
canal. 


DuPont’s French Version 
Paris, Feb. 2. 

E. A. DuPont is here completing 
arrangements with Delac & Vandal, 
producers, to film the French ver- 
sion of “Les Deux Mondes” (“Both 
Worlds”) from Herman Schulte’s 
scenario. 

Ivan Petrovitch will be male lead. 


40 Danish Installations 


Copenhagen, Feb. 1. 
Pehrson, manager of the Union 
of Swedish Cinema Owners, on a 
visit here, states that 40 Swedish 
cinemas have now installed the 


Danish Petersen-Poulsen sound 


equipment. 





| all 
| VALLEE. 


|anyhow to talk about someone else 
|'taking it over. 








JED DOOLEY 


The more he makes the less he 
spends. He says Frank Bacon was 
not discovered until he was sixty, 


so he figures he has twenty years 
more to wait. 

A riot at the PARAMOUNT this 
week, but modestly attributes it 
to his straight man, RUDY 





ALLOW 3 DAYS 
FOR 4-REELERS 


London, Feb. 11. 

Stev FitzGibbon and Gordon:Bos- 
tock are making quota talkers for 
Producers Distributing Co., which 
is the first American concern to 
shoot its own footage instead of 
being hijacked by native producers. 

They are doing four-reel talkers 
in three days each, working double 
shifts and cutting corners every- 
where on producing schedules. 

They have completed four short 
features inside of two weeks, and 
counting time from the start of 
shooting to previews of the com- 
pleted picthre just 26 days. 

t is believed the average cost will 
be about $25,000 each, including 
overhead. This is a record, and if 
the pictures Yok like anything the 
idea should revolutionize quota pic- 
ture making in England. 





Spanish Composer on Way 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Manuel Pinella, Spain’s leading 
composer, will reach here with lines 
out for picture work. 





Heavily Cut 
Paris, Feb, 2. 

“Le Collier De La Reine,” first 
French-made talker, was extensive- 
ly cut after playing its first run at 
the Cameo. 

Before going into the Gaumont 
Palace many sequences were elimi- 
nated, notably one 600-foot passage. 





HAIK’S $200,000 FIRE: 


PARIS STUDIOS BURN 


Paris, Feb. 11. 
Jacques Haik’s sound studios at 
Courbevoie, just outside Paris, were 
entirely destroyed by fire Feb. 6 
All equipment was lost, involving 
damage of $200,000. The offices and 


CAUMONT PUTS 
ON ITS NEW 
$6,000 WIRE 





dressing rooms were saved, being 
detached. Also destroyed was the} 
i previous day’s shooting on Louise} 
La Grange’s “Le Defenseur.” 

Rest of the negative was saved 
Fire was liscoverec while a scene 
was being taken. Curtains caught 





fire promptly and the flames spread 


fast. tesponse of the rural fire- 
men was slow. 

Haik will continue production in 
}a rented studio, rebuilding the 
wrecked plant as rapidly as pos-| 
sible Expected that will take 


| three months. 


Decision has been reserved by the 
First Chamber of the Paris court in 
the 4,000,000 franes ($160,000) dam- 
age suit filed by Haik against 
Bauge, Opera-Comique and Paris 
Opera singer. Haik alleges that he 


ac sauge ider contract, actually 
had Bauge und t t t lly 


working on a French talker not yet | 
titled, when Braunberger enticed 
him away to make “La Route 
Belle,” thus causing the Haik film 
to remain uncompleted. 

Bauge told Variety his reason} 
for quitting was the terrific tem- 
perature obtaining this summer in 
Haik’s Courbevoie studio. 

Inasmuch as Bauge had been 
gassed in the war and must take 
special precautions, he decided to 


stop work, receiving only $2,400 on 
a $6,400 straight salary guarantee, 
with as much again to come from 
royalties on a percentage of 
profits arrangement. 

Sraunberger engaged Bauge on 
June 25 to work in England (Els- 
treet) for three weeks, beginning 
Oct. 7. Named by Haik as jointly 
financially responsible for Bauge's 
action, Braunberger told the court 
that his signing Bauge long before 
he (Bauge) actually quit shows his 
(Braunberger’s) good faith. 

Excessive amount of damage 
asked, coming after a similar suit 
for $120,000 against Raquel Meller 
for breaking a South American con- 
tract, caused some caustic com- 
ment by the bench. It takes over 
20 years for the highest paid French 
judges to gross 1,000,000 francs, let 
alone three or four million. Deci- 
sion is not likely to be rendered for 
some time. 

Completed sequences of the un- 
finished film “Le Defenseur”’ are 
alleged to have cost the plaintiff 
$36,000 up to the point of Bauge’s 
quitting. 

A private showing of these scenes 
was ordered by the court. 





Fixing Gaumont Palace’s Sound 
Paris, Feb.. 2. 

Alterations are being made to the 
sound equipment of the Gaumont 
Palace, largest theatre in Europe 
(5,000 seats). 

After Western Electric installed 
its equipment, it was first found 
necessary to modify scme of the 
seating accommodations, the theatre 
being a remodeled circus enclosure. 





British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


London, Feb. 2. 
Fox-Gaumont 

Wilder and still wilder stories are 
getting into print here about the 
final payments from Fox on the 
Gaumont deal with the syndicate 
which Arthur Blumenthal and the 
Ostrers formed here to hold the 
G.-B. common stock. 

Some of the dailies have discov- 
ered there has been a deal between 
Fox and the Ostrers and print the 
most comic figures, One says there 
is a balance due of $400,000 on a 
deal totaling $6,250,000, and the bal- 
ance is likely to be taken over by a 
3ritish stockholder, this balance 
giving him control. 

As there are 5,000,000 common 
shares (which carry the voting 
power), and Fox bought at $6 a 
share, it wants some figuring out 
how less than 70,000 shares can 
give someone control. Story’s so 
wrong even Variety wouldn’t print 
it. 

jsut F. V. Sarvazsy, who promoted 
General Theatres Corp., is a sub- 
stantial stockholder, and it’s he who 
has been trying to make a deal. As 
the final Fox payment is not due till 
mid-February, it is rather premature 


Government and Quota 





Interesting commentary on the 
following story is W. R. Smith, an-! 


swering questions in the House of 
Commons Jan. 23 for the president 
of the Board of Trad.@ said the gov- 
ernment would not appoint any new 
committee to see to the working of 
the films act but was satisfied to 
leave things to the existing advisory 
committee. 


Quota and Junk 


There’s one big snoot brewing 
over the Quota stuff some of the 
American distributors have been 
handling. Some of the past year’s 
British product—in fact, most—has 
been terrible. Usually the bad 
quality has been the outcome of 
easy money promotion by people 
who have as much qualification to 
make motion pictures as this de- 
partment has to to swim the Atlan- 
tic. Or less. 


Now exhibitors are kicking hard, 
and want to know what they’re go- 
ing to do when the Quota becomes 
20%, as now they can’t get films 
worth running to make up their cur- 
rent 7%%. 

They have naturally picked on the 
fact one or two American distrib- 
utors have bought the cheapest 
spoiled native ceiluloid they could 
find to fill their Quota obligations. 
They ignore the others who have 
done the decent thing as best they 
could. And, concentrating on some 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Gaumont's Ideal Sonore 30 was 
demonstrated to invitation audi- 
ence at the Theatre des Champs- 
Elysees. This is Gaumont’s new 
| sound-reproducing equipment. 

| Exhibtien reproduced about a 
lozen subjects, made on Western 
Electric, RCA Photophone, Vita- 
phone, Tobis-Klangfilm and also 


Gaumont’s own Gaumont-Peterson- 


{Paulsen equipment. For production 


| purposes, the allied Danish inven- 
|tors’ patents are used, and so 
credited, but for reproduction, Gau- 
mont uses exclusively its own equip- 
ment, 

Product shown included three 
Paramount shorts, two animated 
'eartoons (‘Noah's Lark” and “Auld 
i|Lang Syne,” community sing, and 
Tango,” a Spanish song-dance re- 
vuette); a reel of “La Route est 


Belle” (French talker; RCA); “King 
of Kings” (RCA); “La Collier de la 
Reine” (French _ talker; RCA); 
Tobis’ short featuring Dora Stro- 
eva; “Toilers” (Tiff-RCA); “La 
Nuit est a Nous” (French talker; 
RCA); “Words and Music,” Gau- 
mon't own short, and curiously 
enough the least favorably impres- 
sive owing to poor photography and 
production quality, although okay 
on its sound reproduction; a reel 
of “Broadway Melody” (W. E.) 
shown in Technicolor and a poor 
choice, dialog sounding bad and 
photography distorted owing to the 
booth’s mishandiing. 

Gaumont equipment sounded a bit 
tin-panny at times, but on the whole 
is regarded as a satisfactory prop- 
osition for average French exhib 
use, particularly in view of the 
$6,000 price. For the exhib who can 
afford the major installations there’s 
no question about which to choose, 
but the lesser houses which alone 
now remain unsounded, and to which 
field Gaumont intends catering, the 
price of the big equipments_is out 
of the question and Gaumont is 
bound to sell heavily. 

Its prime purpose of interchange- 
ability was satisfactorily demon- 
strated. 

Leon Gaumont, the pioneering 
talking pictures’ producer, made the 
demonstration something of an his~- 
toric event, recalling that on Nov. %, 
1902, he showed the first talking 
photography and again, before the 
Academie des Sciences on Dec. 27, 
1910, he demonstrated synchronized 
screen projection. 





The Hague Deems Sound 
An Effort, Not Amusement 


The Hague, Jan. 31, 

Talking films are not making 
much progress as yet at The Hague, 
In the Asta theatre, controlled by 
UFA, the sound is reproduced by 
Klangfilm system, and this latest 
talker, “Melodie des Herzens,” was 
clear so far as dialog was concerned, 
but the songs were hardly audible. 

In the minor theatres, other sys- 
tems are used, principally Loeta- 
phone. 

So far, The Hague does not ad- 
mire sound, consf{dering it more of 
an effort tnan an amusement, 





Rumania Rules Hungarian 
Soldiers Off Its Screens 


In accordance with the peace 
treaty Rumania has annexed Tran- 
Sylvania. Majority of the popula- 
tion there is Hungarian. So the 
tumanian government has now de- 
creed, for political reasons, that ne 
pictures may be shown in Rumania, 
or Transylvania, on which Hun- 
garian soldiers are to be seen. 

This is a serious loss to German 
film producers who have recently 
favored Hungarian subjects to «@ 
large extent. 





RCA IN BERMUDA 


Reid-Hall, Ltd., operators of thea- 
tres in Bermuda, have entered into 


an agreement with Radio whereby 
they will play all of Radio’s 
products. 

First audible film ever to be 


shown in Bermuda will open in the 
province of Hamilton Feb. 15. It 
will be “Rio Rita.” House will use 
| RCA portable equipment. 
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~ $1,000 a Week’ Salary No Longer 


Enthuses Hollywood Merchant 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

S. S. Cowan started to give Va- 
riety a story about the people wh@ 
are good customers of his Holy- | 
wood Electric Shop. As he warmed | 
to the subject and recalled the ac- | 
counts on his books, he worked into | 
a warm plea that Variety call upon | 
the populace of Hollywood to vin- | 
dicate itself in the eyes of local 
merchants by paying their tills. 

“You can say,” began Mr. Cowan, 
settling back for a trim at the 
shears of Sol Weisman, artistic hair 
cutter, “that the film stars are good 
users of electric and labor-saving 
devices. 

“Bob Frazer is ene of the best,” 
said Mr. Cowan. “Did you know 
he is an inventor? He’s perfecting 
an automatic message-taker for 
phones right now. Why, the wiring 
alone in his laboratory cost $300 to 


~ 


install. Leatrice Joy is another 
zood customer.” 
“T mean,” said the mugg, “who 


uses labor-saving devices?” 

“Dolores del Rio and Estelle Tay- 
lor bought electric sweepers from 
me. I sold a couple of them to John 
Barrymore, too. Then I sold a ra- 
dio to John Gilbert and a washing 
machine to his wife. His former 
wife,” Mr. Cowan added. “That was 
when she was expecting a baby. 

‘FE sold a lot of radio sets, too; 
ves, quite a lot. Some to people 
who didn’t pay.” 

Didn’t Pay Off 

“You ought to do something to 
make people like that realize they’re 
running down the whole picture in- 
dustry,” he said. “Can’t you run an 
editorial telling people to pay their 
bills?” 

“Why didn’t the comic pay?” 

“No money.” 

“He’s working.” 

“Yes. We saw his lawyer when 
we heard about it. The lawyer says 
sure he’s working. But try and 
collect. The government comes 
first. Then his wife. 

“This other actor had a great rea- 
con, nit. When I asked him about 
paying he said, ‘Somebody’s taken 
my radio; you don’t expect me to 
pay for it, do you?’ I told him I 
wasn’t the burglar and sure I ex- 
pected him to pay. 

“A a@irector pulled another one 
like that on me. He got some ra- 
dio tubes. Months later I tried to 
collect and he said, ‘They were no 
good. I had to throw them away!’ 

“Then there’s a blonde who bought 
some batteries from me and gave 
me a check for $6. The check came 
back and it was six months before 
1 got my six. 

25c on Dollar 
“It doesn’t do any good to take 


these accounts to a lawyer. It costs 
Then he gets 


you $25 to file suit. 
50% if you win. If the bill is $100 
you’re lucky to get $25. 

“Some of these people think you 
shouldn't expect them to pay. ‘You 
should be tickled pink that I buy 
from you,’ one guy told me. 

“When anyone tells me they're 
making $1,000 a week—they pay 
cash from now on.” 


COMPOSING COMBO MAY 





WRITE TALKER FOR PAR 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Paramount wants combination 
similar to DeSylva, Brown and 
Henderson. It Is negotiating to tie 
up Maurice Risking to collaborate 
with Harry Akstand and Grant 
Clark, song writers, who recently 
left the Warner lot. 

Risking is in the Par eastern 
publicity department and one of the 
authors of “Strike Up the Band,” 
current Broadway stage hit. 

Deal calls for a guarantee and 
royalties with the trio to make their 
own production under the super- 
vision of a studio associate pro- 
ducer. 


2D ROTHSTEIN STORY 
_ Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Universal will follow Paramount 
with another gambling yarn based 
on the late Arnold Rothsiein. U's 
contribution is “The Czar of Broad- 
way,” original by Gene Towne. 
William Craft will direct. 





Chi “Pinks” Another 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Censor. board has pinked “The 
Love Racket” (FN). 
General reason of being unfit for 
juvenile audiences. 





Latest Alibi 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Latest alibi: 
“Wait till my 
pires and I can 
Broadway.” 


contract ex- 
get back to 











CHANEY STILL SILENT 
IN TALKING “PHANTOM” 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Lon Chaney has authorized his 
attorney, Milton Cohen, to proceed 


against Universal upon confirma- 
tion that U is advertising its re- 
issue of “Phantom of the Opera” as 
an all-talker. 

Chaney is protesting on the 
grounds he does not open his mouth 
in the picture, though the rest of 
the cast do talk. U recently made 
the talking version of the old 
Chaney picture, recalling all of the 
original cast but Chaney. 











Refuse to Light for Par. 


In an effort to persuade Emanuel 
Cohen, director of Paramount News, 
to employ only union men, Cohen’s 


photographers bumped into union 
trouble when they showed up at 
Grand Central Palace Saturday for 
shots of the aviation show. Union 
technicians refused to operate the 
lights and there were no Par. shots 
of the show. 

Cohen is reported employing 25 
camera men as well as another 25 
men on sound assignments. The 
matter of unionizing the staff has 
been taken up by union heads with 
Cohen, who is reported saying he is 
not against the men joining, but to 
date the men continued to operate 
as non-union. 

An appeal has gone forth to every 
local of the I. A., with which Local 
644, laternational Photographers, is 
affiliated, to forward complaint 
against the use of non-union cam- 
eramen and sound recorders, in the 
making of Par news shorts. Accord- 
ing to I. A. execs, Paramount is the 
only newsreel to operate under this 
condition. 


U’s 10 Specials 


Universal City, Feb. 11. 
Universal's new program calls for 
19 specials, with several big ones 

of the silent days to be remade. 
Among the early remakes will be 
talker versions of “The Merry Go 

Round” and “The Signal Tower.” 














WESTERN, MINUS STUDIO 


Kid” 
Made 





Will Be 
in Utah 


“Arizona Wholly 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

First feature length talker to be 
made completely away from the 
studio will be “The Arizona Kid,” 
by Fox. 

Scenes will be shot in Utah with 
interiors in the homes and saloons 
in Richville, old mining town, aban- 
doned in 1882, 

Al Santell will direct, with War- 
ner Baxter and Mona Maris in the 
leads. 





Zanuck in Person 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

As a protection from getting 
started off on the wrong foot, 
Daryl Zanuck, production manager 
ef the Warner studio, personally 
directed Lotti Loder in her first 
picture “Lonely Gigolo.” 

Zanuck is responsible for’ im- 
porting the actress from Hungary. 


GARBO’S LOBBY DOUBLES 
Los Angeles, Feb,°11. 

Elsie Adair and Mable Lash, 
studio doubles for Greta Garbo, are 
working as a lobby plug for “Anna 
Christie” at the Criterion. The 
girls appear in a frame in the lobby, 
dressed in the clothes worn by 
Garbo in the picture, 





during their appearance. 


News’ Non-Union Staff | 








oe 








There Comes a Time 





A well-known picture execu- 
tive when asked why the 
dearth of mergers and rumors 
declared: 

“There comes a time even 
in the picture business when 
the picture business must set- 
tle down to picture business.” 


REVISING HUDSON BILL 
FOR FED’L CENSORSHIP 











Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
Warning of an impending fight to 

















VACATION IDEAL 

Visiting BOCA GRANDE is like a 
fairy tale come true. So beautiful 
it seems unreal. 

That’s where GASPARILLA INN, 
built to match the beauty of its 
surroundings, fulfills its promise of 
comfort, health and gayety to an 
ever increasing patronage. 

The featured entertainment is a 


MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRA. 


RADIO OFF $2 TRIES 
IVES UP CARROLL STAY 


Radio has cancelled its lease on 
the Carroll theatre effective April 
1. Reason, the firm is signing off 
$2 Broadway runs. 

Hereafter, Radio pictures will go 
direct into the Globe. 

Putting specials through the Car- 
roll session and then grinding them 
on the follow-up at the Globe, has 
blunted the box-office edge in other 
Radio houses around New York, 
especially the Hip. 

New all-grind plan 
“Case of Sgt. Grischa.” 
at the Globe Feb. 23. 

United Artists has the Carroll for 
the next four weeks for “Putting 
on the Ritz.” 

Columbia theatre, currently play- 
ing burlesque, as a Radio enterprise 
has not yet had its policy defined. 
This theatre will be renovated for 
fall use at which time it is ex,ected 
Radio will relinquish the Globe, 


‘Hearst Will Stick with 
Fox on Newsreel Angle 


W. R. Hearst is sticking by Wil- 
liam Fox in the sound newsreel 
field. He will be a party to no out- 
side venture, 

Hearst is particularly interested 
in the development of the chain of 
newsreel theatres, similar to the 
Embassy, which was halted for a 
time by the Fox financial situation. 
This angle, however, is active again 
and negotiations are now being 
closed in three key spots throughout 
the country. 

Also, according tc high Hearst 
spokesmen, should Courtlandt Smith, 
formerly general-manager for Fox- 
Hearst Corp., reenter the newsreel 
field on his own, it will be without 
Hearst association. 


Good for Extras 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
3radual increase in production 
had 4,021 extras as last week’s to- 
tal, or 68% normal. 
This week looks good, and the 


first two full day’s work for the 
Centra] Casting Bureau. 











starts with 
This opens 

















Friedman, U’s ‘Caster 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Phil Friedman has_ succeeded 
Harry Garson as casting director 
at Universal. 
Garson will produce for the same 
studio. 


SHIP’S SOUND PREMIER 
San Francisco, Feb. 11. 
What is claimed to be the world 
premiere of a talking picture at sea 
was held on the Dollar Lines’ Pres- 
ident Fillmore, en route from Los 
Angeles to San Francisco last week. 
| Picture was “Dames Ahoy” (U.). 


NEW INTERSTATE BILL 
Washington, Feb. 11. 
Shipment of advertising matter, 
merchandise, ete, in interstate 
commerce, unless specifically  or- 
|dered by the consignee, will be un- 














'Esterly (R.), Pa., becomes a law. 


establish national censorship of 
pictures is given by Mrs. Robbins 
Gilman, president of the Federated 
Motion Picture council, in an an- 
nouncement that she is at work re- 
vising the Hudson bill for reintro- 
duction into Congress. 

This measure, vigorously com- 
batted by film interests in its orig- 
inal form, will provide for a federal 
commission to regulate pictures’ 
subject matter and its treatment. 

Mrs. Gilman, president of a local 
reform organization, is also chair- 
man of the national film committee 
of the Nationa] Council of Women 
| and international correspondent of 
the cinema sub-committee of the 
International Council of Women. 
All of these organizations, she de- 
clares, will support the Hudson bill 
|}and will also get aggressively be- 
| hind the Brooks-Hart bill regulat- 
ing film trade practices. During the 
coming summer, Mrs. Gilman says, 
she will lead a tour of the continent 
to study legal regulations of films 
over there. 


Del Ruth Lands Dough 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Hampton Del Ruth had 100 copies 
of his play “The Latest Murder” 
made to distribute to legit pro- 
ducers. It worked. 

A couple of eastern Canadians, 
Ellis and Atkinson, came through 
with dough. 

Del Ruth will be his own director 
unless called for another Henry 
King film. In that case he will turn 
the direction over to Charles King. 





‘Johnson Shooting Wild 
| Beasts in Grandeur 


| Martin Johnson, big game camera 
|hunter, is making his ffirst all- 
| sound picture of beasts for Fox. 
Several of these African shots will 
also be on wide film, it being re- 
ported here that when Johnson left 
he took with him Grandeur cam- 
eras, a squad of technicians and a 
half dozen cameramen, 

Under the agreement with Fox, 
Johnson will produce just a series 
of magazine subjects. The trav- 
eler’s agreement with Dan Pomeroy 
ealls for the production of the next 
feature length to go through Pom- 
eroy’s hands, via Talking Picture 
Epics, the company which handled 
the distribution of “Simba” and 
other Johnson productions. 

Johnson, it is understood by Talk- 
linge Picture Epics’ representatives, 
jhas taken up a permanent residence 
‘in Nairobi, Africa, where, they 
;state, he has purchased a large par- 
;cel of land. 





| 
j 
Goodman’s Color 
There are color processes and 
color systems, and another one is 
being promoted by Maurice Good- 
man, veteran Keith lawyer. 
Goodman has a camera (French) 
that takes two exposures on the 
same frame through different lenses. 
He is now reported trying to in- 
terest Pathe in the method. After 
that the trade mav get Cemonstra- 
tions. 


| DE FOREST SUIT MARCH 27 


Suit of DeForest Phonofilm Corp., 
jagainst Stanley Theatres, Fox-Case, 
and Western Electric is scheduled 
to hit the Federal Court in Wilm- 
ington, Del., March 27, 

DeForest’s suit is based on_ the 
Reis patents and asks for an in- 
junction and an accounting. Darby 
and Darby represent the plaintiff. 











Chicago, Feb. 114. 
DeForest has made seven more 
installations in this territory, all the 
$5,000 Junior type. 
Houses are the Hamlin, Ardmore 
;and Grand, Chicago; Colonial and 
| West, Galesburg; Plaza, Burling- 








The gag ties up sidewalk traffic lawful if a house bill introduced by jton, Wis., and the Crown, Racine, 


Wis. 


| CHICAGO CENSORS NOW 


THREATEN ALL SHORTS 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Shorts are becoming more popu- 
lar, especially the cartoon comedies, 
and exhibs and exchanges in this 
district are becoming worried about 
indications of censor trouble. 
Local censors, have never bother= 








ed the cartoon stuff, but are now 
squawking that hereafter shearing 
| applies to everything, cartoon or no 
;} cartoon. Several attempts at cuts 
| have already been made, but 

| Changes each time persuaded 
i censors to lay off. 


ex- 


the 


Fight to Save Old 
San Rafael Film Studio 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

While Hollywood has been making 
a fuss over the celebration of the 
birth of pictures in a one-time Chie 
nese laundry in that town, San Rae 
fael, near here, has launched a fight 
to save the old building that once 
housed the California Motion Pic- 
ture Co., one of the pioneer makers 
of flickers. 

Building, now owned by George 
Middleton and Beatriz Michelina, 
one-time screen star has been con- 
demned as a fire menace and or- 
dered razed. Middleton has a court 
restraining order, but says the 
wreckers already have done $2,000 
damage. 

In his argument for a restraining 
order, Middleton told the court that 
the studio’s usefulness was not yet 


at an end. He said plans are on to 
reconstruct is as a talking studio 
unit. 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Tendency to put legit people 
under contract without first mak- 
ing talker tests is noted. 

This went for Billy Taft in “Good 
News” (M-G) and Bernard Gran- 
ville in “Safety in Numbers” (Par). 

A “Follies” girl brought to the 
coast by one of the producing com- 
panies was given four weeks in 
voice coaching and then her test 
|} was made. 








Benet Script O. K. 


Hollywood Feb. 11. 

John W. Considine Jr., 
United Artists says the report that 
he was dissatisfied with the screen 
story of “Abraham Lincoln” written 
by Stephen Benet, is incorrect. 

Considine states not one word of 
the original manuscript has been 
changed nor would anyone in his 
organization have the nerve to think 
they could improve on it. 

Considine also says that he is now 
trying to induce Benet to do more 
pictures for his company. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Nat Mannheim 
Ben Harrison 
Manny Gould 
Artie Davis 

Al Rose 

Harold Lieblich 
Joe DeNat 

Alex Aarons 

Will Rogers. 
Guthrie McClintic. 
Wiiliam F. Canavan. 
Richard Green, 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Henry H. Tobias 
Gladys Unger 

Jack Gardner. 
Louise Dresser. 
Will Hays.. 
Maurice MacKenzie. 
Dave Stamper. 
Earl H. Hammons. 
Maurice Mackenzie. 
Eddie Conrad. 
“Marion Eddy. 

D. S. Pratt. 

J. J. McCarthy. 
Lou Rydell 

Jack Cohn 


SUIT ON “CITY SLEEPS” 

Alleging plagiarism of his origi- 
nal story, “Underground Tracks,” 
by Metro, on its version of ““While 
the City Sleeps,” starring Lon 
Chaney, Frank Burr Wiles has 
brought suit in New York against 
that picture company. 

A. P. (“Bill” Younger) was cred- 
ited on the film with having au- 
thored the Lon Chaney piece. Wiles 
is represented by the law firm of 
} Wien & Tomback. 
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EXHIBS RESISTANCE SPREE | 





Loew's New Stage Lighting Device; 
Will Launch Colorama Via Stage Unit 


On or about March 1, from plans, 
T.oew’s may introduce a new color 
lighting invention, known as Color- 
ama, at the Capitol, New York. De- 
vice is described as an innovation 
in decorative illumination consist- 
ing of a scheme of coves and flutes, 
with lamps and color media so ar- 
ranged as to give mobile and over- 
lapping color and shadow effects. 

A demonstration was recently held 
for 

Taken under exclusive 
from the National Lamp Works, 
subsidiary of General Electric, 
Loew’s is planning to introduce the 
new lighting process through a 
presentation stage unit especially 
built around and named for the de- 


theatre executives in Brooklyn. 
contract 


vice. Under its agreement, Loew’s 
has colorama for exclusive use in 
theatres. 

New lighting system has been 


installed at the St. George Hotel, 
3rooklyn, to illuminate its ballroom, 
at a cost of $150,000, but while de- 
clared to be costiy to operate there, 
it is said it will be cheaper to handle 
in a theatre than the present system 
in vogue and that any regular house 
electrician can operate. In adding 
Colorama to units for other Loew 


houses, a portable switchboard is 
carried. It will not be necessary, 
it is said, to engage extra electri- 
cians. 


Glass Instead of Gelatins 


Louis K. Sidney, Loew’s theatre 
director, is trying to work out plans 
for the first unit to be built around 
Colorama,. Claim is made that brown 
and silver light hues can be secured 
with fidelity and that even black 
and whites are made highly ef- 
fective. 

Colorama uses natural glass in- 
stead of gelatine. doing away en- 
tirely with the use of the latter 
often a nuisance because of burn- 
ing and breaking. Also the new in- 
vention eliminates necessity of 
using boxes, overheads, towers and 
baby spots. Even foots and bord- 
ers are practically eliminated by 
it. 

Shades of the rainbow, the rising 
or setting of the sun, plus an ad- 
mixture of colors to form an aura, 
for example, around a singer, are 
possible it is claimed. 

At the St. George hotel 60 electri- 
cians worked nine weeks to install, 
using 6,132 lamps, over 190 dimmer 
plates and 500 control buttons. 
Loew’s answers this by claiming the 
portable switchboard does the trick. 

Colorama does away entirely with 
the painting of scenery. The light 
is thrown on plain drops of fabric 
or other texture that will take all 
colors, but whether a saving in 
scenery can be realized with the use 
of the new device is not definitely 
indicated at this time. 


OAKIE STEAMF) UP BY 
AGENT, WALKS ON JOB 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

When due to appear tn a se- 
quence of “Paramount on Parade,” 
with Abe Lyman and his orchestra 
last week, Jack Oakte disappeared, 
foing to San Diego with a contact 
man in the office of a Boulevard 
agency. 

Emissaries sent out by the studio 
were told that the agency man had 
informed Oakie the only way to 
bring Wesley Ruggles, director, to 
whom he was under personal con- 
tract, to terms, was to walk out and 
the agency would see that he got 
a job for $3,500 a week under a term 
contract. Oakie fell for the conver- 
sation. 

Meantime Paramount got to 
Oakie and informed him they would 
Bee that some adjustment was made 
with Ruggles, so that Oakle would 
Bet more than the $200 a week the 
present contract called for. Oakie 
returned to the studio Monday with 
the executives arranging to buy off 
his contract with Ruggles, who is 
also the dlrector. 





* 








$4,000,000 in Disputes 


Slightly over 9,060 disputes, 
involving and aggregating ap- 
proximately $4,000,000, were 
settled during 1929 by the Film 
Boards of Trade. This is ac- 
cording to a report to be made 
known by the Hays organiza- 
tion. 

Had the Thacher ruling abol- 
ishing the arbitral media been 
effective during the past year 
it is declared by producer 
counsel that the amount of 
settlement would have been 
eaten up by lawyers’ fees and 
court costs before judgment | 
could have been obtained. 

Individual amounts ran all 
the way from $15 to $5,000. 
Under the system prescribed 
by the Federal Court exhibitors 
who do not arbitrate voluntar- 
ily will have to seek redress in 
the civil courts. 











morrow, at which time it is hoped 





FINAL DECISION: 
IN FOX CASE 
TOMORROW 








Final decision in the Fox case will 
be rendered tomorrow (Thursday). 

The new banking group yesterday 
(Tuesday) told Judge Coleman in 
the U. S. Court that all but two of 
the Fox Film directors have agreed 
to their plan. Board meets early to- 


to make approval unanimous. That 
accomplished, the plan is expected 
to go through. If Halsey Stuart 
and other creditors still insist upon 
a receivership, the court will decide 
on that action at the postponed 
hearing tomorrow. 

Bankers’ new plan calls for the 
issue of $65,000,000 in two kinds of 
securities—$40,000,000 in Fox Thea- 
tres 7% bonds to be underwritten 
at 91, and $25,000,000 in convertible 
preferred stock, 

It developed that the proposed 
voting trust agreement with the 
new bankers would be for 10 years. 

The money from the new flota- 
tions would be used to take care 
of all necessary outstanding obliga- 
tions, including payments for Gau- 
mont British, loan of $15,000,000 by 
Western Electric, and $12,000,000 by 
Halsey Stuart, among other press- 
ing debts. Fox Theatres also owes 
Fox Films $18,000,000, it was re- 
vealed. 

At one stage of the hearing, coun- 
sel for Halsey Stuart and again at- 
torney for the “A” stockholders 
crashed the argument with a ges- 
ture to offer a financing plan of 
their own. Judge Coleman broke in 
brusquely with the statement that 
William Fox had made it plain he 
would have nothing to do with pro- 
posals from these parties and de- 
bate on the subject was futile. 

Samuel Untermyer, on this point, 
made it clear that Fox's position 
was immovable, and said that the 
head of the Fox concern had but 
recently refused to take $22,000,000 
for West Coast as a way out of the 
situation, 

Story in the trade is that, before 
the market crash, Fox refused $33,- 
000,000 for himself and recently re- 
jected a $12,500,000 bid for his 
holdings. 


Arliss’ “Old English” 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Following the favorable recep- 
tion of “Disraeli,” with “Green God- 
dess” just being released though 
made first, Warners will film George 
Arliss in “Old English,” another of | 
his stage plays. 

Al Green, who directed the first 








|compulsory arbitration under 
i tract 


ito be taken 
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COMPLAINTS ARE 


PILING UP FAST 


hibs Trying to Kick Over 
Traces — Par. Following 
Individual Policy — Old 
Salesmen Practices Crop | 
Up Again—Sale of — 
uct Slowed Up 


IPLAYDATE PROBLEM | 


The Thatcher decree, invalidating 
a con- 


used by all distributors, has 


|sent exhibitors on a minor revolu- 


tion. Complaints are piling up for 
legal departments of film companies 
before the courts for 


| recourse rather than to the film 


boards. Leading distrib sources, 
questioned concerning the com- | 
plaints which are accumulating, 


say that these have increased since } 


the Thatcher decree and are to be 
taken to court. Where cases can be 
made out, exhibs will also be sued. 

While some sales managers are 
reluctant to admit the worry over 
difficulties with exhibs, following 
the upset on arbitration, others are 
ready to disclose that notice of 
trouble in the field is being experi- 
enced and that there has been an 
increase in the number of valid 
complaints since the end of arbi- 
tration. Besides which it is slowing 
up the sale of product and the 
damming of the outlet is apt to 
cause a bad snarl. 

Sidney R. Kent, general manager 
of Paramount, and father of the 
plan to bring distributors together 
with Allied and the M. P. T. O. A. 
for the shaping of a new contract, 
a plan which it is understood is 
not as cold as reported, says “there 
is a certain amount of contract 

(Continued on page 29) 


Early Silent Film, 
Ist Talker of 1907 
With Full Grandeur 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

“Happy Days,” Fox’s first Gran- 
deur picture, will follow “Devil 
May Care” into the Carthay Cir- 
cle, opening. Feb. 28. 

H. B. Franklin will prelude the 
premiere showing of the double 
width film with a novelty presenta- 
tation, demonstrating the develop- 
ment of the motion picture from 
the earliest silent days. 

First subject will be the oldest 
silent picture procurable. Next will 
be shown a modern silent. Then the 
first talker, a picture made in San 
Francisco shortly before the fire in 
1907 and shown only locally. A mod- 
ern talker will follow, and last the 
first showing of a complete Gran- 
deur picture. 


18 MOS. FOR CHAPLIN’S 
LATEST; DUE IN OCT. 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Charles Chaplin’s “City Lights, 

in production a year and a quarter, 

has still got three months to go. 











The picture may be first shown in 
October. 
MAYER STILL EAST 
Washington, Feb. 11. 


Louis B. Mayer, who intended to 
return from here directly to Culver 
City, was recalled to New York. 

Understood that he is conferring 





two, will again officiate. 


there regarding the Fox situation. 


Producers Figure Power of Att’y in 


|Kent and Depinet Admit Ex- | 





Recent “Periods”’ 
| 








| Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
If the action takes place in 
1916 it is now a period picture. 

Pre-war scenes require just 
as special costuming as does 
stuff of the ’$ 

“Periods” trail the fashions, 
with the femme wardrobe more 
acutely affected. 


Os. 











W. E. ASKS THAT 


COURT DEFINE 
ITS STATUS 


| According to 
Wilmington, 


papers on file in 
Del., the most unusual 
motion in the history of talker pat- 
ent litigation will be argued in court | 
there later this week. W. E. asks | 
that the Federal Court define its 
(W. E.) status in the sound field. 

Western Electric is making the 
motion in the suit brought against 
its equipment in Stanley houses 
there by DeForest. 


If, according to the papers, the 
court decides Western Electric is a 
licensee of DeForest under the 


agreement made in 1916 concerning 
certain radio patents, the company 
does not want to attack the validity 
of the DeForest patents. 

On the other hand, if the court de- 
crees that W. E. has not the licensee 
privileges it wants, then it wants 
the right to contest the validity of 
the inventor’s patents. 

Trial of the original action, partly 
because of this motion, has been 
postponed from the end of February 
to March 26. Restriction of the is- 
sues to insure a speedy disposal of 
the claims has resulted in both 
parties narrowing down to that claim 
dealing only with the merits of re- 
production. 

DeForest attorneys will demand 
a dismissal of the motion, claiming 
it is beyond the jurisdiction of the 
court. 





MAKING VISIT TO L. A. 


Elisha Walker, of the Blair bank- 
ing group downtown, was to have 
left New York yesterday (Tues- 
day) for Los Angeles, to take over 
the presidency of the Bank of 
America of California, which is al- 
lied with the Gianinini interests 
in L. A. 

It is reported the head of the 
Blair group may go into some pic- 
ture affairs of film concerns for 
which his eastern banking house is 
the financial representative. 
Blair’s is the money behind Pathe 





and is now in the midst, with 
banker associates, of the Fox ad- 
justment. 


Hollywood, Feb. 11 

Charles Hayden, of Hayden-Stone 
& Co., bankers, first interested in 
First National Pictures and West 
Coast Theatres, is here for an in- 
definite stay. 

No reason ascribed for the bank- 
er’s presence, 








| Guns That Bark 
Culver City, Feb. 11. 
M-G will remake “The Shooting | 
|of Dan McGrew 
| Service poem was formerly made 
iby the same company with Lew 
|\Cody playing Dan and Barbara La 
{Marr as Lou. 





| 
| Arbitration and a 
|} tract will be back in the picture in- 


IMPORTANT N.Y. BANKER 


32 Reps for Exchange Centers as 
Return Means to Uniform Contract 


+ eneiniimmaiearpaenats 


uniform con- 


dustry before the end of summer. 
possibly even by late spring. Pro- 
ducers are only holding their ace 


| card until exhibitors have their re- 


| cently decreed liberation tested in a 
| few civil court cases. This will be 
| the outcome and procedure accord- 
ing to authorities, who make the 
predic tion of: 
(1) Naming a representative in 
}@ach of the 32 exchange centers 
| throughout the country. 
(2) Instructing that representat- 
tive to circulate a round robbin 
|} among every theatre owner in his 
| zone. 
(3) Getting every exhibitor who 
| Signs the petition for the return’ of 
| arbitration and a uniform contract 
= also sign a document giving the 
representative power of attorney to 
okay the move. 

(4) Assembling the 32 representa- 
tives in a trade practice conference 
here and drawing up the single con- 
tract formula and arbitration code 
before disbandment. 

Proponents of this plan are confi- 
dent thaé@ it will carry in all parts of 
the country except in extremist in- 
| surgent centers. Michigan, Texas 
and Wisconsin are the only states 
now regarded dubiously. They are 
the H. M. Richey, Col. Cole and Al 
Steffes strongholds, respectively. 

Despite these holdouts, producer 
workers are confident that their 
round robbins will bear more exhib- 
itor names than have ever been re- 
corded as members in all of the na- 
tional organizations, 

It is pointed out that Judge 
Thatcher, throughout the various 
heartInes and in several of his de- 
cisions, has stressed the lack of 
indie yoice in moves previously 
okayed by such indie organizations 
The petitions are for the purpose of 
rolling up signatures that will sat- 
isfy the court by their very volume 
that the approximate 20,000 houses 
in the United States are with the 
movement this time. Hundreds of 
theatre owners who have never 
joined any association are expected 
to be represented in the finale, 

Observes Edict 

The cumbersome proportions ad- 
mitted physically and financially, 
and in some instances impossible, of 
getting personal appearances at 
such a meeting, are circumvented by 
the power of attorney angle. The 
feasibility of the plan is in its ob- 
servance of the Federal court dic- 
tum and that it will bring uniform- 
ity in contractual dealings and ad- 
justments back to individual zones. 

Until the petitions have been cir- 
cularized. and tabulated individual 
producers will watch the record and 
function as individuals in their deal- 
ings with theatre owners. This 
means that each company will work 
up its own contract and place it in 
execution, or hold it, until the zone 
collective method Its tested. 

Exhibitors who agree to tempo- 
rary arbitration, effective since the 
Thacher decree erased the compul- 
sory clause in the old contract, wil! 
either abide by its ruling or else 
will suffer the loss of all booking 
privileges until amends are made. 
This without the enforcement of the 
Film Boards of trade, but simply by 
the right of the credit committee to 
continue to function for the financial 
welfare of picture makers. The 
committee ruling is providing pro- 
ducers, its Is gleaned officially, with 
the means of a list just as far reach- 





| ing, Indirectly, as the formerly act- 
ive administrative hands of the 


trade boards. 


CHEVALIER’S 4 


Hollywood, Feb, 11. 
Maurice Chevalier gets a new 
financial arrangement with Para- 


mount calling 
two years. 
French star ieaves to be In Chi- 
|cago for “Love Parade’s” opening 
and for the Long Island studio to 
|start on “Too Much Money” March 
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12-Hour Rest Period Assures 


Film Players 








Protection: 


Will Give This Plan 60-Day Tri 


a ee + 


Holly 

A revised standard 
one of its 
hours of rest betv 
agreed upon for all 


wood, Feb 
cont 

outstanding fe tures = 
een all calls 


players in pl 


ture studios operated membei 
of the Association o Motion Pi 
ture rodu r hoy Thars XRT 
several conferences indulged b 
fore the final meeting of the ro- 
ducers and actors decided on 
new form of contract,.to go into 
effect immediately. 

The major changes in the agree- 
ment, which was drafted by the pro- 
ducers and the Academy of Motio: 
Picture Acts and Sciences two 


years ago, have a clause which does 


not provide for a maximum of 
working house for players engaged 
by the week or picture, or thos 
under long-term contract to the 
studio. They will be entitled to 

12-hour rest period regardless of 


circumstances, as will be the players 
engaged by the day. The day play- | 
ers will be paid on the basis of an 
eight-hour working day and at the, 
rate of one-eighth of a day for each 
hour of overtime, with the 
period applying to them if they are 
ealled for additional working 
sions. 

The rest period is one of the big-; 


rest | 


ses- | 








Russian Repeat 


\ioscow, Feb. 1 

An ex-official of the Roman 

‘ me the former Goy- 

nor of the Kursk Province, 
Nikolai Paviovitch Muratov, is 
nm demand bv local film studios 
to eact those parts he once 
played on th? level. Muratov 


a tsarist Governor 
part, 
created to carry 
sold braid and a nagaike ef- 
ect. Directors find him almost 
indispensable for stories show— 
ing up the old autocracy. 

In White Eagle,", Muratov 
s the part of a brutal Gov- 
a pogrom on 


was not only 


Hut looks the being biz, 


burly, bearded 


play 


ernor who orders 


the Jewish population. A dele- 
sation of Jews, in the picture, 
omes to plead with him for 
merey, but “e merely orders 


hem to be flogged. 
Among the extras in 
delegation were several Jews 
had lived thvough that 
pogrom, anc been part vf the 
real delegation. They nearly 
fainted when they faced Mura- 
tov. 


the 


who 











gest commercial and moral gains, 
the film player has been able to get} 
from the producer. In the past | 
players were compelled at times to 
work 16 to 18 hours on a picture | 
and then had a call for additional 
work within six hours, The players 
were tired, their appearanc# was not 
right, nor their acting, with the re- 
sult performance lagged in 


| offered 


these | the 


working week of 54 hours that was 
them by their committee, 
that -.»atter may be taken up if they 
choose after a 60-day tryout of the 
12-hour rest period agreement. 


Although Equity’s coast campaign 
was a failure it feels that most of 


concessions sought have been 


spots and the players naturally suf-|brought about indirectly through its 


a future 
With the 
rest between calls, the 
was convinced that he 
could get a much better perform- 
ance from the player as well as 
having the actor appear fresh and 
alert. | 

Some 250 of the foremost players 
in the free-lance and contract group | 
approved the working out of this 
plan by a committee of 10 who have 
been conferring with the producers | 
on the question of adjusting studio | 
working conditions, without inter- 
nal strife existing in the industry 
between the players and employers. 


Arbitration 

Other clauses in the contract, 
which will take the place of the 
1928 amended contract of the Acad- 
eniy, provide that any dispute aris- 
ing under the contract will be re- 
ferred to a committee of five mem- 
bers of the actors’ branch of the 
Academy for adjudication or arbi- 
tration. Either party to the com- 
plaint will have the privilege of 
appealing from the decision of the 
actors’ committee to the concilia- 
tion committee of the Academy, 
composed of an actor, director, pro- 
ducer, technician and writer. 

Other changes provide that no 
double .an be used except under 
exceptional conditions or unless for 
foreign versions, or when a player 
in a part is unable to meet certain 
requirements. 

A blank space will be inserted in 
the contract to be filled in with the 
specification of a definite period of 
employment. In case the space is 
not filled in, the producer will give 
the player a reasonable time notice 
for the conclusion of his employ- 
ment so as to enable him to seek 
a subsequent engagement. 


Salary Increase 


fered from 
standpoint. 
a 12-hour 
producer 


employment 


} contract 


; issued, 


efforts, as indicated in the new con- 
guarantee Ol |tract formulated by the Academy of 


Motion Picture Arts and ‘Sciences. 
Equity leaders say that their fight 
for better working conditions on the 
coest originally led to the forma- 


jtion of the academy. 


Equity points out that the first 
won by that body was 
largely revised, shortly after it was 
and a second contract was 
secured after Equity designated the 
objectionable features New. con- 
tract is the third worked out by the 
academy, with Equity claiming to 
be in the background all the way. 





OLD GUARD GOES 
Hollywood, Feb, 11. 

Last of the old First National 
regime to b: uprooted are James 
Hartnett, assistant production man- 
ager, and Harry Weisman, trans- 
portation manager. 

Positions have been taken by Val 
Paul, former assistant director, and 
Buck Beadle, one of Weisman’s as- 
sistants, 


CHESTERFIELD RELINES 


States Rights Film Producer Going 
in for Talkers 


Hollywood, Feb. il. 
George R. Batcheller, of Chester- 
field Productions, is here to reor- 
|}ganize his company and go talker 
for the State Right market. 
“Ladies in Love,’ by Charles 





Behan, is the first. Edgar Lewis 
will direct. Shooting on Tec-Art 


| lot. 


Loaning Connie Bennett 


| At $5,000 a Week 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Pathe indefinitely postponed 
Lipstick” so that it can loan Con- 
Bennett to Warners for 
1$5,000 a and “Three Faces 
East.” After that Miss Bennett 
goes to Fox for “Common Clay.” 
Miss Bennett then returns to fin- 


has 
istance 


week 
Week, 





ish “Lipstick.” 
bJ ce 
Roderick’s Elevation 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Frank toderick has been ap- 


pointed assistant to Grant Why- 
tock, production manager at Tif- 
fany. 

He will also function 
director. 


as casting 


Bohr in and Out on 


New Immigration Law 


Hollywood, Feb, 11. 

Jose Bohr, Argentine actor, who 
went to Mexico City from here to 
make a personal appearance with 
his Sono-Art picture, the Spanish 
version of “Blaze o’ Glory,” was 
halted at the border upon his re- 
turn under a new immigration rule 
effective Jan. 1. Law provides that 
a foreign entertainer must remain 
within the United States one year 
and not hop in and out. 

Sono-Art appealed to the Hays 
office and Bohr was admitted after 
48 hours. 





Johnson Moves Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Julian Johnson, editing silents for 
the past year, has been elevated to 
the rank of associate producer at 
Paramount. His first production 
will star Clive Brook and he will 
also produce a Ruth Chattérton pic- 
ture as previously slated. 

Paramount’s associate producers 
now include Johnson, Dave Selznick, 
Louis Lighton, Hector Turnbull, 
Bennie Ziedman and J. J. Bachman. 


DORIEN DIRECTING 
~Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Charles Dorien, assistant director 
to Clarence Brown for six years, 
has been given his break by M.-G. 
Dorien will direct the modern  se- 
quences of. ‘The March of Time.” 

















The paragraphs of the old con- 
tract calling for players to return 
to studios for retekes will remain | 
the same with the exception of an 
addition that if, after a lapse of six 
months’ time, the player is called 
and should his salary have increased 
from the rate paid for the original 


work, he will get the current re- 
muneration. 
Another stipulation is that the 


producer must affix his signature to} 
the contract within 24 hours after 
the player has signed it. However, 
this is optional with the player. A 
provision was made that the revised 





eontract will be subject to change) 
at any time the arbitration commit- | 
tee sees that the new elements of 
the standard’ contract cannot be 
worked out to the satisfaction of| 
the players and producers. 

Though the players turned down} 
the proposition of a cumulative | 


After eight 
Theatre, New York, now playing ju 
ern Melodies” 

Singing, dancing, playing the 


months as 


| ing the whole show. 


Master of 





BOBBY GILLETTE 


Ceremonies at Loew's Valencia 
venile lead in Chester Hale's “South- 


production, Capitol, New York, February 7. 
violin and banjo and Master of Ceremon- 


Many thanks to my sponsor, MR. LOUIS K. SIDNEY. 
Not forgetting Messrs. Chester Hale and Arthur Knorr. 





Cameraless Cameramen 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

First cameramen on pictures 
are cameramen no longer. New 
title lists them as “supervising 
cinematographers.” 

Talker regime has the head 
man doing everything but turn 
a@ camera crank. Due to the 
fncreased number of cameras 
on a set during shooting, the 








chief now has no camera as- 
signed him, but acts as the 
supervising photographic artist. 

Ordinary that used 
two cameras in the silent days, 
now have five boxes set up. 
Sound registration must be 
synchronous with all shots, to 


ssttinece hanrs tha 
Cutting, uence went 


scenes 


¢ S3t4—4 
CAL LAL 


increase. 











Muthall-Radio? 


Feb. 





Hollywood, 23. 


Jack Mulhall, after seven years 
with First National, may join 
Radio. 

With his FN contract expiring, 
negotiations for the change of 


dressing room are under way. 


Garson, Asso. Producer at 
U, Back to. Former System 


Universal City, Feb. 11. 
Harry Carson, who resigned as 
casting director for Universal Pic- 
tures last week, intends to return 
to U as an associate producer. 
Universal is reverting to the old 
associate producing system, with 
E. M. Asher and Henry Bergerman 
established in producing spots. 


‘QUEEN KELLY’ HELD BACK 


“What a Widow,” Without So Much 

Music, Next for Gloria Swanson 
, - Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

“Queen Kelly,” as an operetta 
for Gloria Swanson, was deemed 
pushing too much music too early 
upon the star. Her only singing 
heretofare on the screen has been 
in “The Trespasser.” 

Accordingly, Jos. P. Kennedy has 
decided upon “What a Widow,” by 
Josephine Lovett, for Miss Swan- 
son’s next. She will sing three 
songs. Owen Moore opposite, and 
Ian Keith has the secondary role. 

Alan Dwan will direct and Ken- 
nedy has assumed personal charge 
of the production and is okaying 
the cast. 








’ Columbia’s Plays 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Columbia has acquired the pic- 
ture rights to “The Play’s the 
Thing,” and an unproduced play, 
“Sure Fire,” by James Gleason. P 

Dickering also for “The Criminal 
Code,” which Paramount once con- 
sidered for George Bancroft. 


FEYDER FAMILY IN TOTO 


Mrs. Jacques Feyder, wife of 
Metro’s French director, arrives 
Feb. 14, accompanied by her three 
children. Family joins Feyder im- 
mediately in Hollywood to take up 
their residence. 

Feyder came to America about a 
year ago and with Metro going in 
for French versions he is sticking 
indefinitely. 








TWO EDITING EXECS 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Columbia will operate with two 
execs carrying the title “scenario 
editor.” , 
Edward T. Lowe, Jr., writer, has 
been engaged to edit the current 
year’s product. Leonard Fields, for- 
mer Universal story editor, will look 
afte~ next year’s product. 


CAPITAL VISITORS 
Washington, Feb. 11. 

William Fox was reported in town 
last week, but the rumor couldn't 
be confirmed. Louis Mayer was 
here again, however, as also Mr. and 
Mrs, John Barrymore. 

Barrymores were present to argue 
tax matters. 








Tod Browning at U 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Tod Browning has returned to 
Universal where he directed his 
first picture 10 years ago. 

He will direct a group of features, 
among which will be a talking ver- 
sion of “Virgin of Stamboul.” 

Browning has,just returned from 





Europe. 





Fox Going Ahead 
With Plans on 
Grandeur Films 


With Fox’s Grandeur going into 
the Roxy this Friday, definite plans 
for the introduction of the over 
sized film are being put under way 
immediately by that organization. 
Indications are now clear that Fox 
is unwilling to wait upon stardardi- 
zation. 


In addition to immediately install- 


ling Grandeur equipment in Philadel- 





Louis, Detroit, and San 
Francisco, to offer “Happy Days” 
within a month, production plans 
are being shaped for inclusion of a 
large percentage of Grandeurs on 
the °30-’31 program. 

Preferring to develop Grandeur 
along with color, rather than fol- 
low the indicated inclinations of 
some companies to fully absorb 
color before going to wide film, Fox 
is planning to use as much 
(Eastman-Fox) as rival companies 
next season, if not more. Besides 
the manufacture of Grandeur equip- 
ment by the International Projector 
Corp., considerable additional lab 
space in the east for the printing of 
Grandeur product is being provided. 
At the same time Fox is rapidly 
developing facilities for the han- 
dling of color. 

The new lab in the east, made 
possible by the building ofa six story 
annex on 56th street, will occupy 
the first and second floors of the 
present Fox home office. Execs, 
sales, publicity and other depart- 
ments will be moved to the ainex, 
which is to have a 400-seat theatre 
for the private viewing of pictures. 

Work is now going ahead on the 
new lab which is expected to be 
ready for operation within a month. 
Printing facilities will be trebled. 
Fox color equipment has already 
been installed and the personnel 
will be nearly doubled. 

One of the chief reasons why Fox 
is sticking to 70 mm. for its wide 
film, according to reliable authority, 
is to avoid any waste of negative. 
Company has found that Eastman 
gets its raw film in large blocks, so 
that when it is cut into strips of 
35 mm. negative, there is nothing 
left over. With the 70 mm. just 
twice the size of the standard film, 
there is one-half the cuts, and no 
more waste than 35. Cut into 65 
mm. strips would result in wastage, 
it is claimed. 


phia, St. 


color 





Colorart’s Salary Debts 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Salary claims amounting to over 
$12,000 were filed against Colorart 
Synchrotone Pictures Corp. by 18 
former employees. 

The largest claims are those of 
Guy Wilkie, cameraman, $2,000; 
John Reinhardt, asst. director, $l,- 
800; H. B. Kirkpatrick, sound man, 
$825; F. Harrington, cameraman, 


$650, and J. Whalen, tec. director,’ 


$622. 

All claim the company has offered 
to settle for 19% of what they have 
coming. 


Oo 


CHADWICK’S ONCE MORE 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

I, E. Chadwick has taken back 
the studios on Gower street, which 
he leased for a long term to James 
Cruze Productions. 

Cruze now has space at the Edue 
cational studios, where he is pre- 
paring to begin production on “The 
Circus Parade” next month. 

Chadwick will rename the studios 
and operate them as a rental 
equipped for sound recording. 


STEP’S 5 YEARS 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Hal Roach has hired Stepin 
Fetchit for “Our Gang” comedies 
and his own shorts, giving the col- 
ored comic a contract with options 
running five years. 

Fetchit ran into trouble on other 
lots through his disinclination to 
work except when the spirit moved 
him. Roach thinks he'll be okay 
for him. 





W. R. Johnson Returning 

After a cross-country trip to con- 
summate contracts with exchanges 
that will be a part of the indie dis- 
tributing-producing system known 
as Affiliated Exchanges, W. Ray 
Johnson, vice-president, returns to 
New York this week. 
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Film Stocks Up Moderately in 
Strong, Quiet Market: 
$4: Publix in Title: 


Amusements moved ahead mod- 


erately yesterday in a quiet session 
marked by conspicuous strength in 
the industrial leaders. Volume was 
down around 3,000,000 for the aay, 
with turnovers in most of the 
amusements. Fox moved against 


iair 


the group trend, settling back to 30 | 


at one time and closing around 34 | 
about unchanged, 

All eyes were fixed on the post- | 
poned hearing in the U. 8S. Court 
on an order to show cause on a 
receivership motion, which took 
place after the close. Dip appar- 


ently was reflex of timid longs get- 

ting out, disturbed by failure of the 

stock to hold its recent highs, 
Paramount gained 1% at its best, 


about making up the decline from 
prompt profit taking: on the <an- 
nouncement of the new dividend 


rate of $4 a year, directors having 


voted the quarterly $1 on Monday, 


action accepted as sure since way 
before the first of the year. Com- 
pany voted to raise. capital and 
change name to Paramount, Publix. 

Warner Bros. got back to its 60 
top, making: up its dividend. It 
went “ex’ the quarterly $1 on Sat 
urday. Stock is now well regarded, 


with further strong talk of DuPont 
interest in the concern and absence 
of further gossip indicating there 
is any restriction on company ex- 
pansion, or if such a 
present it is likely to have no ef- 
fect upon the situation. 

General Theatre Equipment soared 
sensationally to a new 1930 top of 
461, on heavy dealings. 

Resist Pressure 


The theatre group came through 
a week of almost uninterrupted 
bear pressure intact. Saturday’s 
figures showed fractional net ad- 
vances over the preceding week- 
end. But the issues held their own 
only by virtue of determined sup- 
port, Monday the professionals on 
the short side appeared to be en- 
couraged; at least they became 
bolder and in a session character- 
ized by heavy volume among the 
amusements made a distinct dent 
in price levels. Big shots in Florida 
were reported to be going short in 
volume as a climax to their slow 
campaign of pressure for ten days 
back. 

Fox took the brunt of the at- 
tack, that being the issue most 
vulnerable at the moment. The “A” 
stock sold down below 34 at one 
time, its bottom since the recovery 
to around 40; while the turnover 
jumped above 100,000 shares on the 
session. Paramount slipped back, 
going through the familiar opera- 
tion of giving way when good news 


about the company was out. The 
directors Monday afternoon de- 
clared a quarterly dividend of $1, 


putting the stock on an annual $4 
basis instead of the former $3 rate. 
Directors also voted to recommend 
to stockholders, for their approval 
at the annual meeting April 15, an 
increase of capital from the present 
authorized 3.000,000 shares to 4,- 
000,000 shares, and to change the 
corporate name to Paramount Pub- 
lix Corp., from Paramount Lasky 
Corp. 

President Zukor said the company 
had no present intention of issuing 
additicnal stofk, but the directors 
deemed it advisable to vote the in- 
crease so that the company would 
be in a position to expand by is- 
Suance of new stock. 

Intention of the board to increase 


the annual payment. has’ been 
known to the market since early in 
December, and in the usual way 
longs figured with formal  an- 
nouncement the market had fully 
discounted the higher yield. Hence 


the prompt selling by traders for a 
turn. Monday's turnover was near- 
ly 25,000 shares. moderate lately for 
the stock. 


Position of the whole market has | 
been spotty and trading views are 
Wide apart List is relatively sta- 
tionary. It might well be that the 


two factions are fairly balanced and 


the outcome may be a break through 


current levels in either direction 
Support may be based on stubborn 
hull intentions, or big interests may 
be operating to accomplish distribu- 
tion at the improved levels. until 
thes have got from under. Broker- 
“2° opinion is strongly toward cau- 
tio yn the theory that improve- 
ment since mid-January has gone 


condition is | 
| Financial reports coming out were | 


Par Pays 
Shu. Losses 
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| Yesterday’s Prices 
Leading Amusements 
Net 
High Low Last Chg 
120000 Fox .... 34% 30 334%— % 
| 26300 Gen. The. 4644 44 i§ +2% 
| 2500 Loew .... 64 63%, 63% -—- % i 
14200 Par ...... 63% G4 65 +1 j 
TOO Pathe A.. 8&8 ™ 8 : 
132100 Radio .... 48 41144 1412%4+% 
16100 RKO .. 30% 24 30 + 
| 300 Shub . 111, 10 10% — % 
| 69400 W B.. 60 58%. 60% +1% | 
CURB 
5100 Fox T.... 7% 8% T+% 
BONDS 
$3000 Pathe ... 45 45 45 —2 
| 3000 Shub 45 43 45 
Fox script on Produce Exchange sold 
$6,100 in $100 lets high 76, low 73, 
last, 75. off 1. Technicolor was up 
214 on 200 at T7T% 
| 
| 
; 
| 


the better- 
business, e: 
factors 


a long way to discount 
jment in general 
money and other bullish 
Fox Case Up 

In the case of Fox it would have 
|been a simple matter for a _ bold 
|sroup on either side to move the 


asier 


|price over a wide margin by an 
laggressive drive either way. The 


{order to show cause why a receiver 


should not be appointed was up 
| 

jafter the close vesterday and up 
\to the closing gong developments 


| were uncertain. Best the 


icould learn was that the new bank- | 


jers needed more time to draft a de- 


jtailed funding plan and would seek | 


a postponement. 


ifavorable as concerned Technicolor 
| which made a brilliant showing, and 
|distinctly gloomy in the case of the 
| Shubert company which 
lits balance sheet as of Dec. 31, 1929. 
Income statement for the six months 
to the end of the year, incorporated 
in the balance sheet, reports net 
loss for the half year at $972,052, 
jincluding loss from theatrical and 
realty operations, $324,700; depre- 
ciation and amortization, $161,709; 
real estate mortgage interest and 
interest on debentures, $485,645. 
|Balance sheet reveals increase in 
real estate mortgage total which 
|now appears at $9,489,562, compared 
to $9,084,188 only last June and but 
$5,462,375 as of Dec. 31, 1928, an 
increase of nearly $500,000 since 
June and of more than $4,000,000 
in the year. 

Statement accompanying the re- 
port sets forth that the Shubert 
management is not pessimistic 


Technicolor Figures 

Technicolor presented as bright a 
picture as the Shubert sketch was 
dark. Net profit for 1929 was $1,- 
223,187 before taxes, compared with 
$18,106 for the previous year. Com- 
pany shows cash of $718,463, com- 
pared with $42,872 year ago. Pre- 
ferred stock amounting to 17,425 
has been purchased by the company. 
Company also has paid off $750,000 
notes. Accounts receivable .tand at 
$491,576, compared with $77,953. 

Plants and equipment now in 
process of construction will bring 
capacity to 100,000,000 feet of posi- 
tive prints by March, 1930. A para- 
graph sets forth that the manage- 
ment feels safe in saying that the 
company’s capacity will be sold for 
the entire year of 1930 by March 1. 
It is estimated that during the year 
there will be about 100 pictures us- 
ing Technicolor in whole or in part. 
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JOE BROWNING 


Presenting “A Timely Sermon” 


Rp os 
Para- 


Assisted by Joe Browning, 
i This week (Feb. 13-16), 
mount, Omaha, in Charles 
meyer'’s “Marathon Frolics.” 

Direction Abe Lastfogel, Harry 
Lenetska, William Morris Agency. 

R-K-O direction, Morris & Feil 


U AFTER HIGH 


} 
| 


_ CALIBRE EXECS 


| 








market | 


| Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

| Reorganization of Universal pro- 
duction with a group of high calibre 
land experienced executives at the 
helm is to be effected between now 
land March 1 by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


productive personnel is the aim. 
Young Laemmle wants to build up 


a production organization to turn 


out 1¢@ specials for next year. 





Agency Sues Fox Over 
Fifi D’Orsay’s Contract 


Lyons and Lyons, through Julius 
Kendler, attorney, has_ instituted 
suit against the Fox Film Corp., in 
effort to establish rights as man- 
agers of Fifi D’Orsay. Action was 
filed in the Third District Municipal 
Court of Manhattan and is based 
on alleged back due commissions 
on a contract made by the agents 
with Miss D’Orsay in June, 1929. 

Under present terms, it is al- 
leged by Lyons and Lyons, they 
were to be the exclusive managers 
of Miss D’Orsay for one year, with 
a year-to-year option. Agents claim 
to have negotiated the contract 
which Miss D’Orsay now has with 
Fox. Agency also asserts that after 
paying certain commissions Miss 
D’'Orsay reneged on the contract 
with them. 

Bringing suit against Fox in- 
stead of the actress is on the basis 
of a clause in the picture com- 
pany’s contract with. Miss D’Orsay, 
wherein She assigned weekly com- 
missions to L. & L. 

Actress’ film contract is for five 
years, with an initial salary of $400. 
which jumps $200 yearly until, in 
her fifth year, she will receive $1,250 
a week, 





Starring Joe E. Brown 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Joe FE. Brown will be co-starred 
by Warners under a new five year 
arrangement just reached, 
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Summary for week ending Feb. 8: 

19089———.. Net 
High. Low Bales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last. Chee 
2% 17% 600 American Seat (2)..... édvovce 21% 21 2 —) 
23 1544 5,800 Consol. Film (2)....ee6- seccece 20% 2% 20% — 
25 18 2,200 Consol. Film pfd. (2)...cccccese Br 23% 23% — \% 
19614 175% 11.900 Eastman Kodak (8).....+.. 6s 195 189% 1901, —i% 
39% 161% 332,800 Fox Class A (4)......ccecees cove 839% 30% 36%, + % 
30 21 SP TROT nc eseucddcspocsdesdeqece -- 30 30 30 +1 
100%% 85 700 ee a Pe rere ee oe 100% 9 100% +O, 

3% . 138.400 Gen. The. Equip. V. T. O..... oo 43% 41 42% +28, 
6475 42'% 57,800 Tew (8%)... ccccccccccccsessecse 644% 60% 6345 +1% 
w S54, 600 Do. pret. (Gib) <ccccecccsvessede 90 87% BD) +24 
12 12 5.700 Madison Sq. Garden (1%4)....4.4. 13 12% 12% 
66%; 485, 21,000 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (3)..... 66% 61% 65 +1% 
43, 2% 11.000 Pathe Exchange....ccccerscoece ° 4 34 4 — \& 
R7% 5 2.008 Pathe Cilagd Ascosiicccevsgesses R 7% 7% — % 
45%, 24% 484,800 Radio Corp... .ccceccecscecsceccecs 40%, 38% “4 +2% 
31% 19 242,100 Radlo-K-©O ..cccccccccccceces eee 31% 2h 30 +1 
70 «2 20 Orph. pref. (8)....ccceses Seccece 70 70 70 
14%, RG G,EGO” BRUDOLE. .<40.6k c'est czcccdenesoccecs 27% 11 11% +1 
397% 30 100 Uniersal pref. .(8),...ccccccccecs 297% 37 BB. 4-114, 
oe 28%4 OG. aoe Warne? BIGG. (4k ccscescscscsce OF es m4 a +h%, 
53 2616 92” ee” DOSE, SE ss i 60650 6cdse 53 4 a 3% 
CURB 
30° 22 1.4%) Columbia Pict 20%, at 9%, —I7 
8", 2 QO,G0G Vek ThOGtsOSs ooccscesccesescces Bt 7‘2 7% + 
ps] 7 2.490 J W BUS. cccccccccccseccceseses 29 24% 26 +32 
19 Y, t fl US. ee oe Yn ad % 
9! i* WMG. PIG sb c0cdontsentsstesscce o's o. > 
BONDS 
7 7 eee. eee ee, “East nebtentacdesenece 79 
193° 101% Geer SO BE, "Gos sce cecadcsesvsecess 108"% | 7 
94% o1y 26000 ee G0 WOR i sicenccvsasacecsens MY ‘ ‘ 
51%, 26 EGGS EOC! 71'S, “Bo occccccccscccesesces 46 445 
162 bel 4.000 Par-Fam-Lasky, @8, '47........ Yuew% ‘ (ial, WA 
47% 41 EUMOe GUMCEE GBs cicoacescsececsces yy a, | 45 4° Se 
103 87 90,000 Warner Bros, (Curd). -ccossssess 19% 29% 102% )— tL 


Nigge- 


Elimination of deadwood and non- 


err Entirely Change’s Pathe’s 














Ist Runs on Broadway. 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of February 14 


Capito! Devil May Care” 
\MIetro) 

Colony—"Pary Girl’ (Tif- 
fany) 

Globe — “Hit the Deck” 
(Radio) 
Paramount—‘“‘Dangerous Par 
adise (Par) 

Roxy—“Happy Days” (Fox) 


(Grandeur) 


Strand — “She Couldn't Say 
No” (WB) 

Week of February 21 
Capitol Chasing Rainbows” 
(Metro) 

Colony—-“Dames Ahoy” (U 

Paramount “Roadhouse 
Nights” (Par) 

Roxy “Tiappy Days” (Fox) 
(Grandeur) 

Strand—‘Lilies of the Field” 

(FN) 

$2 Runs 

Feb. 13 — “Green Goddess” 
(Winter Garden) 

| Feb, 14 -- “Putting on the 
Ritz” (Carroll) 

Feb. 17 — “Troopers Three’ 

(Gaiety) 

Feb, 19—‘Vagabond King” 

| 


(Criterion) 











STUDENTS OF SOUND 
IN ACADEMY’S SCHOOL 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Enrollments proceed at the studios 
|for the repetition of the Academy) 
| school in fundamentals of sound re- 
and 
next month. 


cording reproducing to start 


Technical workers and non-tech- 
nical students will be in separate 
sections, with subject matter the 
same in both but adapted to the 
classes, 

Course will be the same as last 
fall, with added advantage of papers 
based on previous lectures, since 
published in the Academy's Tech- 
nical Digest, and of reels recorded 
during the first course. 


Dot Mackaill’s Loss 


Hoilywood, Feb. 11. 

Dorothy Mackaill escaped serious 
injury when the Sunset Limited, 
from San Francisco, struck a gaso- 
line truck yesterday (Monday) 
morning near San Luis Obispo. 

She lost two trunks in the fire 
which destroyed part of the train. 

Miss Mackaill is off the First 
National payroll for the first time 
in five years. Miss Mackaill will 
free lance with her first assignment 
as lead opposite Milton Sills in Fox's 
“Practical Joke.” 

Dorothy Mackaill has until July 1 
to go with F'N on her five year con- 
tract. 








SCHENCK-BROWN DINNERS 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Syd Grauman is chairman of a 
committee of friends of Joseph M. 
Schenck who will this week tender 
the producer a testimonial ind wel- 
come home dinner at the Hotel 
toosevelt. Schenck’s return from 
Furope is the reason. 

Almost the same list of guests 
will assemble at the dinner Joe 
| Toplitsky will give Hiram Brown, 
president of RKO, at the Bernheim- 


er 





estate. 


McCORMACK IN N. Y. 


Exercising of Fox option on John 
; McCormack for a second talker de- 
| pends on how his first film, “S: 
©’ My Heart,” 
derstood. 
McCormack 


ng 


stacks up, it is un- 


who arrived in New 


*| York yesterday (Tuesday), sails for 


Ireland Feb. 22 for a vacation 


t 
Al Cohn Joins Lioyd 
Hol ,o0d els 1 
\ “ has joined Harold 
Lives ad of to stati, He will work] 
‘ an original for Lloyd's next Par- 
mount release 


Production and Selling Plans 


-~ _—-- -— 
. 


Hollywood, Feb. Ii. 


With E. B. Derr given complete 
production say-so at the Pathe lot, 
company virtually revolutionizes its 
production and sales policy 

Radical changes includ: iban- 
donment of its custom of selling pic- 

ires sSreht un n; th abandon- 
ment of a budget stem of produc- 
tion and the introduction of a policy 
of spending an average of 250% 
more for their product than in the 
past. 

} Current year’s program calls for 
130 features, none of which will be 


‘sold in advance, but will be disposed 
of in three separate selling cam- 
| paigns, four months apart. None of 
ithe pictures, according to Derr, will 
|be of the program type, but each 
will be sold entirely on its merit. 

| Four stories ready to go into pro- 


|duction with Derr’s arrival have 
|} been scrapped. These stories, “The 
Painted Desert “Rig Guns, Paris 
to Bagdad ind “The Big Shot,” wi 
be rewritten 

| Studio is now confin ing itself only 
{to its first 10 with “Swing High,” 
{Joe Santley picture, and “Beyond 


| Victory” with a basis of women's 
| contribution, to war, the first to go 
jin. 

| Each of these is expected to cost 
lin excess of $560,000. 

| Pathe is the only major film com- 
pany temporarily transferring its 
| home office to Hollywood, Execu- 
{tives here describe this condition 
as brought about by E. B. Derr, ex- 
ecutive vice-president, also occupy- 
ing the production seat. : 

Derr's stay on the Coast, it is re- 
ported, is not permanent as cred- 
ited in the announcement. Indica- 
tions are that he will return after 
getting the 1930-31 schedule under 
way. 

Any changes in Pathe personnel 
or policy will not be made until 
the stockholders’ meeting in April. 

Pathe’s eastern production, dis- 
rupted since the Manhattan studio 
fire, is being filled out by a short 
lease on the Metropolitan studio, 
Fort Lee, N. J. Company is making 
four shorts there. 

Trial on the technical criminal 
charges against John Flinn, short 
subject production head, and H. 
Lally, superintendent of the Pathe 
burned studio, are now set for hear- 
ing Feb. 26. Those hearings in- 
volving the alleged violation of a 
city ordinance in storing film in the 
studio are scheduled for the court 
consideration Feb. 24. 


ey 


MISSES NET IN LEAP 
DURING FILM ROW FIRE 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Forced to leap to a net to save 
themselves from a film row fire, one 
woman is dying as a result of miss- 
ing the net; a man who also jumped 
has a broken leg, and there are sev- 
eral minor injuries. 

Blaze was in the Gunther Build- 
ing, with those who jumped trapped 
in the office of Bland Brothers, film 
distributors. 

Margaret Paine is the woman who 
fell to the sidewalk; Joseph Sand- 
man, broker, was taken to the hos- 
pital with a fractured leg, and Cecil 
McDonough and three girls suffered 
minor injuries. 

This is the third recent film row 
blaze here. 


Madge Bellamy in Shorts 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Madge Bellamy, inactive since ex- 
piration of her contract with Fox 
two years ago, has been engaged for 
a series of Fowler varieties 
Also added to the rogter 
Lawrence. Lambert, formerly 








shorts. 
here is 
with 
the San Carlo opera company. 


Delgardo Settlement 








Case of Fernando Delgardos. ex- 
pelled Fox sound vsreel camera. 
man, has been settled. Delzardo, 

; out of court, has eived a cash 
| sum and has been re-engaged by 
| that company. 

{ Cameraman was in Spain on an 
assignment when notified he was 
through, and upon his return here 


took the matter to court, claiming 
damages on a personal contract. 
Delgardo is a member of Local 644, 
International Photographers. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, February 12, 1930 








Publix Twins Get 


$120,600 With 


‘Chance’ and ‘Condemned —Roxy 


$95,000 and Capitol Near $70,000 


Of the new pictures on Bro: adway 
last week Paramount’s “Street of 
Chance,” at the Rialto, delivered the 
sock. They needed rubber — a 
cram in $65,300. Rialto’s 
house, the Rivoli, and also Laeeace 
ing a newcomer, had a strong $55,- 
300 opener for “Condemned,” which 
previously did a trick at $2. The 
Paramount, playing its first United 
Artists attraction, copped a neat 
$76,200 on “New York Nights.” 

Watched with interest by the |‘ 
trade because of its theme and char- 
acter, “Men Without Wmen” at the | 
Roxy came through with $95,600. | 
This is okay if allowing that the | 
picture was tagged as doubtful of 
achieving feminine gratification. 
Technically the trade deemed it] 
among the best to date and review- 


ers gave it raves, so from that angle ! 


the film disappointed. 

Another flock of new $2 pictures | 
brings in “Green Goddess,” “Putting | 
On the Ritz,” “Troopers Three” and 
“Vagabond King.” “Goddess” will | 
give George Arliss two pictures run- | 


ning simultaneously on Broadway at | 
reserved seat prices. It’s the first | 
time this has ever happened here. 

“Phantom of the Opera,” revised 
with dialog, opened Friday at the 
Colony and copped more money over 
the week end than the previous pic- 
ture on seven days. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘‘Rogue Song” (Metro) (1,- 
120: $1-$2) (3rd week). Not far off 
capacity at $23,800; interest in Tib- 
bett; Metro understood to have 
spent $50,000 for ballyhoo starting a 
week in advance and ending the day 
after picture premiered; 

Capitol — “Bishop Murder Case” 
(Metro) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). 
Philo Vance a different fellow this 
time; on the Paramount program 
he’s William Powell; just under 
$70,000, pretty good. 

Carroll—“Hit the Deck” (Radio) 
(1,018; $1-$2) (4th, final week). 
Blows tonight (Wednesday) to open 
Friday at the Globe for pop grind; 
did nicely here; last week, $11,300; 
“Putting on the Ritz’ (UA) here 
Friday. 

Central — “Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (18th week). Lots of stamina 
at $14,400, 

Colony—“Grand Parade” (Pathe) 
41,900; 35-50-75). One of lowest 
grosses since Colony reopened, $8,- 
300; Tiffany’s ‘‘Party Girl’ recently 
at Gaiety, comes in after “Phantom 


| mMmanar 
jat 
i heavy 
ee 

| With 

| of 


|did a 





“HALLELUJAH” FRISCO’S| 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 
Drawing Population, 760,000) 


rate a 


: 
| 


Oo pik turs as artistic 


but not looked to do any- 


Successes, 
thing unusual at the box office, up- 
|set expectations here last week. 


‘Hallelujah,”’ 
“Cock Eyed 


at Warfield, outdrew 
World” on its opening 
and kept a lively pace throughout 
the week for $28,000, 
ement’s hopes. 
the California, 
trade. 
Davies also got a b. o. surprise 
Universal's talking, “Phantom 
the Opera,’ on $8,750, heavier 
than in many wecks 
Fox offered “This Thing 
Love” and got only fair 
Opened light but built. 
brodie with “Nanette.” 
ings hardly to be classed 
for this house. St. Francis, with | 
10th week of “Love Parade,” showed 
a spurt probably due to Chevalier’s 
personal appearance here at the 
auto show. Orpheum and “Hit the 
Deck” had a great week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (Fox) (5,000; 50-65-75)— 
“This Thing called Love” (Pathe). 
Started light, built, and closed to 
fair gross; $35,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,67 


“Condemned,” 


likewise drew 


Called 


Granada 
Tak- 


2; 50-65-90)— 


“Hallelujah” (M-G). Surprise of 
the street; $28,000 

Granada (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
65-$1)—“"_No, No, Nanette” (FN). 
Generally regarded as poor picture 
and opinion reflected at b. o.:;: at- 
tendance just fair with little build; 
$14,000. 
..California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90) —"“Condemned” (UA). Ronald 


Colman cashed in on popularity of 
“Bull Dog Drummond”; fairly heavy 
patronage through week: $23,000. 


St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-65-90)—“‘Love Parade” (Par). 
Tenth week given impetus. by 
Chevalier appearing in person at 
auto show; equalled preceding 
week; $6,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50- 
65)—“Hit the Deck” (Radio). sig 


business all week; navy exploitation 
tie-up helped; $21,000. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—“Show of Shows” (WB). Third 
and bow out week considerably less 





of Opera” (U) current. 

Criterion — “Love Parade” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (13th week). This is 
the concluding stanza; Chevalier 
picture exits without showing any 
exhaustion; Paramount - Publix 
making a big event of “Vagabond 
King” opening next week (19). Last 
week, “Parade,” $14,100, 

Embassy — ‘“Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Grooving 
around $8,000; still the country’s 
only newsreel grind, which means 
everything. 

Gaiety — “Lost Zeppelin” 
808: $1-$2) (2nd week). 
enough “Troopers Three” 
and then 


(Tiff) 
Fortnight 
Feb. 17 
“Journey’s End” April 1; 
“Zeppelin” got around $7,500. 

Globe — “Love Comes Along” 
(Radio) (1,065; 35-50-75). One week 
only for this one and also “Second 
Wite,” current; last week, $16,000 
just so-so. 

Mansfield—‘“‘Dich Hab Ich Geliebt” 
(Aafa-Tobis) (1,100; 50-$1.50) (3rd 
week). German picture picked up 
about $1,000 extra last week, im- 
proving with increased publicity; 
maybe bettered $5,000. 

Paramount—“New York Nights” 
(UA) (3,665; 35-65-$1). Talmadge 
picture did well, $76,200; Paramount 
booking helps relieve Rivoli- Rialto 
date jam. 


Rialto—“Street of Chance” 
(2,000; 35-50-65-85) (2nd 
Another of the underworld 
to mop up; glorifying the 
gambler on Broadway; public in- 
vested $65,300, not far from record. 

Rivoli — “Condemned” (UA) (2,- 
200; 35-50-65-85). Ronald Colman 
pulls ’em in; lots of standees repre- 
sented in $55,300. 


(Par) 
week). 
species 
honest 


Roxy — *Men Without Women” 
(Fox) (6,205; 50-75-$1.50). Fair at 
$95,600 for unusual type drama; 
this Friday house plays “Happy 


Days” (Fox) on Grandeur screen; 
first trial of new projection feature 


here; expectations are that picture 
will go three or four weeks. : 
Strand — “Little Johnny Jones” 
(FN) (2,900; 35-50-75). Not flashy | 
at $22,100. 
Warners—‘‘Son of the Gods” (FN) 
(1,360; $1-$2) (2nd week). First 


take under $20,000 implies limited 
appeal and brief stay. 

Winter Garden—“‘Sally” (FN) (1,- 
484; $1-$2) (Sth, final week). Stayed 
longer than takings warranted; 
Arliss in 
morrow (Thursday). 


“Green Goddess” opens to- | 


than preceding two; $9,250. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90)—"“Phantom of the Opera” 
(U). Another surprise; got busi- 
ness from opening day; $8,750. 

Casino (Ackerman & Harris) (2,- 
400; 40-60)—“City Girl” (Fox). 
Business seems to be building at 
this house; $11,500. 


MINUS A STAGE SHOW 
DENVER DROPS, $19,500 


Denver, Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Fans here want jazz mixed with 
their love scenes. Proven by “Dis- 
raeli” and “General Crack.” Deemed 
good pictures and started with a 
rush, but dropped at the finish. 
“Sunnyside Up” did two weeks of 
satisfactory business at the Aladdin 
and went into the America for a 
run, 

Denver ran without a stage show, 
and the stenogs and flaps didn’t like 
it. Gross was down, even with 
“Love Parade.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

America (Fox) (1,500; 20-40-50)— 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Good 
enough to hold over; $9,000. 

Tabor (Indie) (2,200; 25-40-60-75) 
—‘‘Sally’ (FN). Slightly better than 
last week; OK at $15,000. 














Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 35-50-75)— 
“General Crack” (WB). Not quite 
up to average; $9,000. 


Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
-—“‘Love Parade” (Par). With 
|; stage show, picture couldn’t offset; 
$19,500 on eight days. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; -40- 
“Chasing Rainbows” (Metro). 
erage for $2,600. 


BOSTON JUST FAIR 
” Beeston, Felk. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 860,000) 
Estimates for Last Week 


Met (4.300; 50-75)—‘“Burnnig Up” 
(Par). Not so good at $31,900. 


25 


50)— 
Av- 





isfied with $20,490, 


—- oe 


all 


| 
' 
response. | 
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SURPRISE AT $28,000 : 


‘RAINBOWS’ $24,500, PROV. 


Town Has Spotty Week—‘Sally” 
$13,500 2nd Week 


Providence, Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Another spotty week with “Sally” 
at the Strand, was okay in its sec- 
ond and final week. “Chasing Rain- 
bows,” Loew’s State, did nicely con- 
sidering adverse criticisms, and 
“General Crack” was well liked. 





“Love Comes Along” failed to regis- 
ter. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) 
‘Chasing Rainbows” (M-G)—Good 


sound support bill; feature panned 
by some, praised by others; good 
gross of $24,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
i “General Crack” (WB). Excellent 
support bill with Joe Frisco short: 
house brisk all week; about $13,500 
| okay. 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50) “Sally” 
(FN). Second week, small change 
from first; close to $13.5 0: good 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 15-50) 


‘way above the | 


j;around $7,000, 


|Thing Called Love” 
as fair | 


“Love Comes Along” (Radio). Dis- 
appointment and very weak closing; 
below average. “Hit 
the Deck” 
day for indefinite run. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50) “Mexi- 
cali Rose” (Col) and vaude. Rajah 
Raboid featured and not a little 
rag sible for close to $13,000, big 
or this house. 

Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-60) “This 
(Pathe) and 
Picture only thing good 
news; $12,500, all right. 


vaude. 
about show; 


SALLY’S’ $25,500 LEADS 





Washington, Feb. 11. 
(Estimated White Population, 
45 


0,000) 
Weather: Fair 
The Earle almost doubled its 


usual take with “Sally” last week, 
getting $25,500 and busting the pre- 
vious top by almost three grand. 
Goes into a second scheduled week 
strongly. 

Everybody else got by about as 
expected, with the possible excep- 
tion of the Columbia, “Chasing 
Rainbows,” and the Fox with “Nix 
on Dames.” “Bishop Murder Case” 
jumped $2,000 at the Palace; “Phan- 
tom of the Opera” got a good sec- 
ond week for the Rialto, while “Hit 
the Deck,” in its third week, was 
going strong and is being held for a 
fourth. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew)—“Chasing Rain- 
bows” (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Though 
hit number has been plugged in ad- 
vance everywhere for weeks, busi- 
ness just didn’t materialize; about 
$10,000; low for this house. 





no | 


Keith-Memorial (4,000: 35-50-60) 
—‘“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Nice on 
$27,000. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60)—‘"Girl 
from Woolworth’s” (FN). Oke at} 
$19,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50)—' 
“Bishop Murder Case” (M-G). Sat- 


Earle (Warner)—‘“Sally” (FN) 
(2,244; 35-50). Broke every house 
record and goes into second week 
with a great start; midnight show 
helped; $25,500. 

Fox (Fox)—“Nix on Dames” 
(Fox) stage show (3,434; 35-50-60- 
75). Title and no names did it; 
town will buy stars—no matter what 
they’re in, but without them—-that’s 
semething else again; about $17,000. 


Met (Warner)—‘“Sacred Flame” 
(WB) (1,585; 35-50). Usual line 
about “not recommending it for 


(Radio) moved in Satur- | 


WASH. AND HITS RECORD 








| Shows” (WB) (2,500; 25- 





25-60). 


Fox Seattle's H. 0. 


New Low, $5,000: 


Diggers’ $14,000, 2d Run; ‘Deck’ $25,500 





2 FILMS PLAY 4 BALTO. 


SITES—‘CRACK’ $30,000 


Baltimore, 
Weather, Fair 
Competition was keener last week. 
“Not So Dumb,” at the Century, 
failed to hit the high spots despite 
the big press hook-up with Hearst. 
“Their Own Desire’ maintained a 
good average at the Sta nlev al- 
though “Hit the Deck” was in its 
first week at the Auditorium next 
door. 
Big business of the week was done 
by “General Crack,” das 1y—and-dating 
at the downtown Rivoli and the up- 


Feb. 11. 


town Met. ‘Love Parade,” also day- 
and-dating at the Valencia and 
Parkway, turned in good reports. 


“Hit the Deck” claimed an excellent 
start at the Auditorium (five shows 
daily schedule). 
Estimates for Last Week 
Century (Loew) “Not So Dumb” 
(MG) (3,200; 25-60). Usual Hearst 
press spread, but bad weather at 
the opening and stiff competition 
held down gross: two grand under 
previous week; about $21,000. 
Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
(’Their Own Desire’ (MG) (3,600; 
Not sensational, but bettered 


a good house average; $18,500. 


Valencia (Loew-UA) “Love Pa- 
rade” (Par) (1,200; 25-35). Not big 
but ahead of recent weeks; about 


$2,900. 


Parkway (Loew-UA) “Love Pa- 
rade”. (1,000; 25-35). Day-and- 


dating with above, 
winning the race; 


and, as usual, 
best week in five; 


$4,300. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co) 
“General Crack” (WB) (2,100; 25- 
60). A smash with critics and pub- 
lic; consistently big at around $16,- 
000. 

Metropolitan (Warner - Equity) 
“General Crack” (WB) (15-50). 
Day-and-dating with above, and also 
getting a fine break here; about 


$14,000. 

New (M. Mechanic) 
Along” (Radio) ci. 
Pretty fair at $7,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) “Show of 
50). No riot 
during its two weeks at the up- 
town Met and failed to stampede 
‘em on the main shopping stem; 


“Love Comes 
500; 


25-00 - 


just fair-to-better week at about 
$9,000, which included Sunday mid- 
night show. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) “Hit 
the Deck” (Radio) (1,572; 35-$1). 
First week okay as reported; audi- 


ence comment mixed; in indefinitely. 





children” helped to build, this one; 


$18,000. 

Palace (Loew)—“Bishop Murder 
Case” (Far) stage show (2,363; 35- 
50-60). Jumped up to $22,000. 

Rialto (U)j)—‘“Phantom of the 
Cpera” (U) (1,978; 35-59.. Good 


second week for this house; $6,800. 
RKVU (Keith's)—“Hit the Deck” 

‘inadio) (1,870; 35-50) Still strong 

un third weea; reported $11,500. 





Ist Run Par. Film in Big 2d Run, $5,000; 
‘Son of Gods’ $34,700 on L. A. Opening 





Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Drawing Population, 1,500,000 
Weather, Okay 

Those that did well at this trading 
post did exceptionally well. Those 
that didn’t didn’t. “Nanette” dipped 
the Orpheum into carmine and 
“Locked Door’ departed like the 
silent Arabs after a scanty 11 days 
at the United Artists. 

On the smiling end was “Son of 
the Gods,” esteemed at $34,700, the 
community’s largest tribute; “Rogue 
Song” can still be heard at the 
Chinese, at Western and Wilshire; 
“Anna Christie” is a big noise at the 
Criterion; and “Vagabond Lover” 
gave the RKO a spiffy $20,000. 

“Half Way to Heaven” was booked 
for its first run in the independently- 
| operated Million Dollar and got only 
$5,000, lowest figure a Paramount 
| picture has ever gotten locally on a 
| dow ntown first run. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| Boulsvard (Fox) “Behind the 
| Makeup” (Par) (2,164; 25-50). Little 
| curiosity to find out; just average; 
$6,800. 

| Carthay Circle (Fox) 
| Care” (Metro) (1,500; 50-$1.5 
week). Mustered $12,700; 
this site and scale. 

| Chinese (Fox) “Rogue Song” 
(Metro) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (4th week). 
; Zooming along at spanking clip; 
one voice opera got splendid $30,- 
800. 

Criterion (Fox) “Anna Christie” 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (3rd week). 
Holding up strongly; $16,000; great 
exploitation. 
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Desire” 


(Metro) (1,800; 25-75). 
Norma Shearer always does well 
here; this time $11,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) 
World” (Fox) (2,024; 
Hollywood $2 engagement down- 
town, very good at an even $30,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) “No, No, Nan- 
ette” (FN) (2,270; 50-75) (1st week). 
Deficit for house when opening week 
receipts failed to beat $15,000. 

Paramount (Publix) “Love Pa- 
rade” (Par) (3,595; 25-75) (3rd 
week). Topped $92,000 on three 
weeks; of that sum $22,000 the final 
contribution. 

RKO “Vagabond Lover” 
2,950; 30-65). 


“Cock Eyed 
25-$1). After 


(Radio) 
Unsuspected popu- 
larity for Rudy Vallee; matinees 
particularly strong; lots of stubs 
for the chopper on $20,000. 

United Artists (Pub-UA) “Locked 
Door” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (1st 
week). Never got beyond its wheel- 
base; pulled it after 11 days and a 
meager $20,000 in all. 

Warner’s Downtown (WB) 
of the Gods” (FN) (1,800; 
(Ist week). Barthelmess 
with Californian Chinese angle 
struck them as potent drama lo- 
cally; beaucoup sock in $34,700. 

Warner’s Hollywood (WB) “Sacred 
Flame” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (one 
week only). Sold as not for children, 
but even so couldn't extend beyond 


“Son 
50-75) 
picture 











Seattle, Feb. 11, 
(Drawing Population, 550,000) 
Weather: Rain 


With living billboard atop the 
Orpheum and “Hit the Deck” plas- 
tered all over the edifice, Manager 
Somers had a great week. The ex- 
ploitation helped. 

Owen Sweeten, now m. c. 
with his band in the pit, furnishing 
the specialities, is making a new 
sort of presentation here. Another 


at Fox 


novelty at this house is an organ 
trio, with Mr. and Mrs. He nri Le 
Bel and Betty Arlen playing three 


organs. 

Liberty had a-.record week with 
second run of “Gold Diggers,” and 
the Music Box wound up a good en- 
gagement of “General Crack,” but 
held it for only three weeks. Other 
houses fair. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Burning Up” (Par). Just fair; 
$9,500. 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Lilies of the Field” (FN). Very 
hot, but not too warm at b. o.; $12,- 
500. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—‘“Not 


So Dumb” (M-G). Second week and 
went to low record of $5,000; “Anna 
Christie” (M-G) at midnight mat 
great; heavily ballyhooing “Garbo 
Talks.” 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 
50-75)—“Sacred Flame” (WB). 
ond week and oke; $8,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25« 
50-75). “General Crack” (WB), 
Third and final week; fair; $6,850. 

Liberty (Jensen-—von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35). “Gold Diggers” 
(WB). First second-run at this 
house and clicked for new top, $14,- 
000. 


25- 
Sece 


Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
“Let’s Go Places” «fox), They went 
other places; $2,900. 


Orpheum (RKO) 
“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Great pub- 
licity and biz: $25,500. 

President (Duffy) (1,800; 25-$1)— 
“Her Friend the King” (stoc k), with 
Guy Bates Post. Only fair; $5,800: 


(2,700; 25 


»-60)— 








| MISSOURI AND ‘PARADE’ 


BEST IN ST. L.—$29,500 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 1,025,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Fair and warmer last week gave 
theatres a big break. Fans took a 
notion to go places and see things. 

The American (legit) offered a 
week of Shakespeare with the Strat- 
ford Players, and attracted students 
from both universities and the high 
schools. The Shubert-Rialto, with 
“The New Moon,” did well enough 
to try a second week. These attrac- 
tions and the auto show furnished 
film opposition. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75)— 
“She Couldn’t Say No” (WB). 
Theme song picture and Ed Lowrys 
stage show; $28,600. 

Fox (6,000; 35-75)—“Sky Hawk” 
(Fox) and Bert Frohmann’'s stage 
show. Not especially strong. 


Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“Bishop Murder’ Case” (M-G). 
Screen version of detective thriller 
liked; $16,200. 

Missouri (3,800; 35-50-65-75)— 
“Love Parade” (Par). Got over for 
$29,500. 

Grand Central (1,700; 50-75)— 
“Green Goddess” (WB) (2d week). 


Okay at $4,600. 


Met, B’klyn, $27,700 


‘rooklyn, Feb. 11. 
week, with weather 
energetic Paramount, 
Mighty” held sway, 
neat at $58,000. 
off with a bang on 








Satisfactory 
okay. At the 
where “The 
business was 

Fox started 


“Sunny Side Up,” and Albee had 
“Dance Halli,” but not so hot. 
Several grind houses downtown 


have repainted their fronts and are 


going in for newsreel policies at 25 
cents admission, 
Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount—“The Mighty” (Par) 
(4,000; 35-50-75). Bancroft fans 
i flocked; around $58,000 and no kicks. 

Strand — “Little Johnny Jones” 
(Fn) (2,800; 25-35-50-60-75). Mild, 

Fox—‘“Sunny Side Up” (Fox) 
(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). Snappy at- 
tendance at this one; around $35,<« 
000, 


Met—‘Navy Blues” (MG) (3.5773 
35-40-50-75). Good at $27,7 
Albee—“Dance Hall (Radio) (3,2483 


uo 





$23,000 and one week. 135-50-60-75 "¢ ver film; 
Million Dollar (Lazarus) “sat | See eee a 

Way to Heaven” (Par) (2,200; 15- as ‘ 

50). Didn’t mean a thing; $5,000; 

a first run film in a second run “Mile. Modiste” will be made in 

house, and second runs generally | Technicolor by FN. William Seiver 


| Egyptian (UA-Fox) “Their Own! mean more. 


| will direct. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 13 








Loop Back to Normalcy, Chicago on 
Top, $49,000 000—Love Racket’ $8,900, H-0 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Picture business returned to aver- 
age after the previous week had set 
two new highs. The Chicago re- 
turned to its normal position, at the 
head of the parade, by grabbing off 
a neat $49,000 on “Sacred Flame.” 
Oriental dropped back to a 
weak figure with “Kibitzer.” 
did more than the staff and 

than the exchanges expected. 
Woods was the best of the 
houses. “Hit the Deck” 
splendidly in its second week, “Sun- 
nyside Up” dropped a bit at Me- 
Vicker’s, but is still doing well for 
its third week. “Love Parade” comes 
in this Friday (14). “Virginian,” at 


the toosevelt. was replaced by 
“Show Boat” last Thursday and 
“Show of Shows” moved into the 


United Artists the day following 
“Condemned” having left after three 
fair weeks. “Virginian” was big on 
its entire run, hitting a new high 
for the Roosevelt, and closed strong. 
“Condemned” failed to show real 
power after the first few days. 
“Lost Zeppelin” started big at the 
State-Lake but dropped rapidly. At 


the two small loop spots, “Romance 
of the Rio Grande” came back to 
the Monroe, after pliying all the 


neighborhoods, and lIct the house 
down to its lowest figure in months. 
The Orpheum, however, was over 
average with “Love Racket,” 
picture held over. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B & K) “Sacred 
Flame” (WB) stage show (4,400; 
60-85). Liked by the patronage this 
house gets: good week at $49,000. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B & KQ) “Sun- 
nyside Up” (Fox) (1,855; 60-85). 
Third fine week; picture started 
slowly on account of weather, but 
climbed quickly; little let-up from 
first week on $34,000. 

Monroe (Fox) “Romance of Rio 
Grande” (Fox) (1,120; 50-75). Pic- 
ture had already played loop and 
neighborhood houses; very low here 
at $4,900. 

Oriental (Publix-B & K)-: “Kibit- 
zer”’ (Par) stage show (3,500; 50- 
85). Picture satisfied B. & K.., 
which was rather rervous about 
prospects; $34,000. 

Orpheum (Warner) “Love Rack- 
et”. (FN) (799; 50-75). Notices 
good and shopping femmes went 
for it; big at $8,900 and held over. 

“Roosevelt” (Publix-B & K) “Vir- 
ginian” (Par) (1,500; 50-85). Gross 
for last six days figures around 
$22,000; “Show Boat” (U) in on 
Thursday and took about $4,000 for 
the day. “Virginian” did excellent 
biz from start. 

State-Lake (RKO) “Lost Zeppe- 
lin” (Tiff) and vaude (2,700; 60-75). 
Picture started big but dropped 
quickly; vaude held no name, some- 
what less than average, $25,000. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) “Con- 
demned” (UA) (1,700; 50-85). Out 
after three mediocre weeks; last 
week $19,600; “Show of Shows” 
(WB) replaced. 

Woods (RKO) “Hit the Deck” 
(Radio) (1,200; 50-85). Dropped in 
second week, but still at high pace 
for this small house; looks good at 
$22,000. 


$14,000 SETS SEATTLE 
PACE AS THERMOM UPS 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 425,000) 

Heavy and warm rains broke the 
cold spell and boosted business 
above the last three weeks. One 
result of the freak weather was in 
the returns for “Sunnyside Up.” 
This picture moved from a third 
week at the United Artists to a 
fourth at the Alder. 

Publix houses still off and Ham- 
rick doing fair to good with his new 
25 cent policy at the Music Box. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
“Wedding Rings” (FN) and vaude. 
Did $10,000. 

Broadway (Fox) 
“Navy Blues” 
okay: $14,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60) “New York Nights” 
(UA). Around $6,000. 

Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25-50). 
Fourth week of “Sunnyside Up” 
(Fox) in town strong for $4,000. 





(2,000; 
(M-G). 


25-60) 
Registered 


Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60) 
“Burring Up” (Par). Auto race 
feature far down at $5,600. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,500; 25-60). 


Second week of “No, No, Nanette” 
(FS); fair on $3,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25) 
“Hell's Heroes” (U). Outdoor talker 
did okay; $8,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) 
25-50). Third week of 
(WB) held up 


Crack” 
$4,500. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 
“aa Case” (FN). Just 


(800; 
“General 
all right; 


25-35) 
\rgyle 80-SO; 
$5,000. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 
Duffy stock and 
did reguiar biz; 


25-$1.25) 
“Broken Dishes” 
about $4,500. 





rather | 
Picture | 
less | 


run | 
holding up| 


and | 


[Passion Play’s $28,000 





Tops Louisville for 10 Yrs. 





Feb. 11. 
500,000) | 
Cold and Rain 
Freiburg Passion Play cleaned 
the town last week with 11 per- 
formances pulling in around $28,000. 


Louisville, 
Drawing ”® :pulation, 
Weather: 


This is perhaps the biggest local 
gross for one week in the last 10 
years. State held up surprisingly 
well in face of the opposition with 


“Chasing Rainbows.” 

“Applause” opened weak 
from there. Closed at less 
$3,800, worst the Rialto has done 
since it went sound. Helen Mor- 
gan’s unsympathetic role, panned 
by critics, undoubtedly aided the 
dive. Strand also opened cold, but 
by the third day of the week 
“Disraeli” was pulling well and it 
almost looked like a hold-over at 
$5,600. 


and slid | 
than 








Estimates for Last Week 

War Memorial (American Legion) 
(2,400; $2.50) —Freiburg Passion 
Play. Fassnacht family went over 
with very few empty seats at night 
and big turnaways at all four 
matineves; 5,000 children rushed the 
at the 50-cent matinee Tues- 
day, and cops were called; excel- 
lent returns at $28,000. 

State (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“Chasing Rainbows” (M-G). Sur- 
prised the management by bringing 
in around $19,500; good. Marie 
Dressler an unexpected draw. 

Rialto (RKO) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Applause” (Par). Failed to do 
anything; record sound low at ap- 
proximately $3,800. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,785; 
50)—“Disraeli” (WB). 
at the close but 
ruined chance for 
very good, however, 

Mary Anderson (RKO) (1,387; 
30-50)—“Laughing Lady” (Par). 
One of few good bets this house 
has had; pulled business to $3,600, 
much better than average. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 40)— 
“So Long Letty” (FN) Had nice 
week: Charlotte Greenwood’s 
friends remembered; $3,500 nice for 


} doors 


35- 

Pulled strong 
weak opening 
second week; 
at $5,600. 


this house. 

Ritz (Laffell) (1,120; 15-35)— 
“Hello Folks.” First of musical 
comediettes; patronage among 


women building, and looks like suc- 
cess for George Laffell, local presi- 
dent of musicians’ union; plenty of 
paper opening week but about $3,- 
000 cash. 


FILMS OUTPOINT ZERO; 
‘CRACK’ GETS $20,000 


Montreal, Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: Zero 

Coldest weather of the year 
couldn’t keep them away from the 
picture houses. Grosses held up to 
average, passing the previous week’s 
figures. Town was full of good at- 
tractions, accounting for the boost. 

“General Crack” put the Palace 
on top of the main stems with 
around $20,000. Fans ivoze for a 
block rather than go without. The 
Garbo never fails in this town. 
“Tne Kiss” picked up $18,000, with 
prices up to 75 cents Saturday and 
Sundays. Loew's had “Chic” 
Haines in vaude and “Lone Star 
Ranger” for $17,500. 

Princess was about average on 
“Seven Faces,” $9,500, while the Im- 
perial had “Pointed Heels” and col- 
lected $10,000. Vaude was good, but 
picture took most of the credit. 
Neighborhoods a little down owing 
to severe weather, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“Gen- 
eral Crack” (WB). John Barrymore 
in his first talker brought the 
crowds despite sub-zero conditions; 
$20,000 very good. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“The 
Kiss” (M-G). Greta Garbo’s per- 
sonal popularity here gave house 
good attendance all week; $18,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—“Lone 





Star Ranger” (Fox). Vaude got 
most of $17,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55)— 
“Seven Faces” (Fox). Fair appeal 


and average at $9,500. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 
“Pointed Heels” (Par). 


35-60)— 
House has 


» 


Philly Biz Down 








been falling off in late months; 
should have collected more than 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 40-50)— 
“Mister Antonio” (Tiff) Middling 
picture with plenty of room all 
week; about $3,500. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50) — “Shiraz” 
(British). tnusual picture that 
caught on with Old Country fans; 
$4,000 very good and will repeat | 





$8,900 FOR PANTAGES 


“Love Comes Along” Clicks—$5,500 
for “Hot for Paris” 





Tacoma, Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Rain 
Rain means normalcy. So the 
weather didn’t harm anything. Bebe 
Daniels kept building at Pantages 
and “General Crack” was oke at the 
Blue Mouse. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 
“Love Comes Along” (Radio). Bebe 
Daniels drew on strength of “Rio/| 
Rita”; kept building and good at 
$8,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- | 
50-60) —“General Crack’ (WB).| 
Barrymore always gets his share] 
here; $4 850. | 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50) 
“Hot for Paris” (Fox). ,Did $5,500. 

Colonial (Fox) (850: 25-35) 
“Bishop Murder Case” (M- G) On 
the mend since price cut; $2,700. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Again—"No’ $39,000 
And 2 at $28,000 


Feb. 11. 
the down- 
although the 
a bit more 


Philadelphia, 

Business again off in 
town houses last week, 
average was perhaps 
level and less spotty. 

One of the features was the 
strength shown by “She Couldn't 
Say No” at the Mastbaum. Attrib- 
uted by the wise boys for the most 
part to Winnie Lightner, who 
socked the fans in “Gold Diggers.” 
Although last week’s gross of $39,- 
000 was not sensational, it looked 
good considering that there was no 
big film name included. 

“The Kibitzer” opened moderate- 
ly at the Stanley, getting around 
$24,000 in its first week. “Sacred 
Flame” rounded out seven remark- 
able weeks at the Stanton to $7,500. 
Tricky ads, emphasizing as not for 
children, credited with much of the 
engagement’s length. The Earle had 
‘It’s a Great Life,” and at about 
$20,000 was a little under recent 
average, 

Week’s big opening, “Love Pa- 
rade,” at the Boyd, got raves from 
the critics and a good, although by 
no means record, pull in its first 
week. Reported at around $28,000. 
This week’s pace will decide its 
potentialities for a run of more 
than three weeks which are def- 
initely set. “Hit the Deck” eased 
off to $17,000 in its third week at 
the Erlanger, but that warranted 
continuance for a fourth week, 
much to the surprise of the mob. 
“Sunnyside Up,” completing its 
third week at the Fox, thereby 
breaking the house policy, got near 
$28,000. Picture grossed more than 
$100,000 on its stay. 

“Men Without Women” again 
proved a weak sister at the Fox- 
Locust, getting a scant $6,000 on 
a third week. Was to have gone 
out Saturday, but lack of a succes- 
sor has resulted in holding it in. 
House was to have had “Happy 
Days” in Grandeur, but it has been 
decided to put the large screen at 
the Fox instead. “Little Johnny 
Jones” did around $3,600, under av- 
erage, at the Karlton, and “Vaga- 
bond Lover” did about $3,000 at the 
Arcadia, 

Estimates for last week 

Mastbaum (4,800;35-50-75)—“She | 
Couldn’t Say No” (WB). Winnie) 
Lightner has acquired a draw; pic- 
ture got $39,000, not sensational but 
very good. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)— 
“Kibitzer” (Par) (1st week). Off to 
moderate start indicating no more 
than fortnight’s stay; $24,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘‘Love 
Parade” (Par) (ist week). Chev- 





alier picture lauded by critics; trade | 
excellent though not near record; 


$28,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Sa- | 
cred Flame” (WB) (7th week). 
Ended amazing run Saturday to 
about $7,500; campaign credited 
with hit. 

Earle (2,000; 50-75)—“It’s A 


Great Life” 
Duncans not s0 
to $20,000. 

Fox-Locust (1,890; $1.50)—“‘Men 
Without Women” (Fox) (3rd week). 
Off again with scant $6,000 report- | 
ed; held in because of lack of suc- 

cessor, 

Fox (3,000: 90)—"‘Sunnyside Up” 
(Fox) (3rd week). First time house 
has ever held film for three weeks; 
$28,000 final meant over $100,000 for 
picture’s second downtown show- 
ing. 

Erlanger (1,900; 50-75)—“Hit The 
Deck” (Radio) (3rd week).|} 
Around $17,000 and held in on last} 
moment decision. 

Kariton (1,000; 50) “Little John-' 
ny Jones” (FN). Under average at, 


$5,600. i 


Picture with 
just average | 


(MG). 
hot; 





| Gambol,” 


London Record of 


Diggers, $20,000, 


$31,000, ‘Virginian’: 
Highly Regarded 


and ‘Sky Hawk at Same Figure 





M.C.’S PITT RETURN PUTS’ 
PENN BEYOND $40,000 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11 


(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Unsettled 

Penn showed its heels to every- 
i'thing in town last week. Wesley 
I ddy's return as m. ¢, in Loew unit, | 

‘I Parfums,” brought over $10.990 
to the house, first time this corking 
figure has been reached in months, 
and not too far away from house 
record. Picture was “Chasing by ain- | 
i bows,” but Eddy was the magnet. 
He was around here _ for "Caves 
months last summer, They remerm- 


bered him—and how. 


Stanley dropped with “Street of 
Chance” (Par) to under $23,500. An- 
other good one was “Hit the Deck 
jat $10,750 in the small Sheridan 
Square. Holdover and good for three | 
weeks. 

With Aldine bookings clogged, 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox) pulled after 
four weeks for “Love Parade” (Par) 
but could have hung around. Final 
six days only few grand short of 


opening, $16,000. Total takings for 
month close to $80,000, and at 35-50 
in a 1,900-seat house, draw your 
own conclusions. “General Crack” 
took a dive in its second week 
at Warners and out for “Narfette.” 
House changed opening date from 
Thursday to Saturday, giving Barry- 
more picture nine days over first 
week, At that, less than $12,000 is 
bad. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75). Cashed on return of Wesley 
Eddy, m. c., a fav here; great at 
over $40,000; picture, “Chasing 
Rainbows” (M-G) but it was all 
Eddy; plenty popular at this site, 
where he spent three months last 
summer. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Street of Chance” (Par). Started 
big but tumbled to under $23,000; 
good exploitation plugged William 
Powell and Regis Toomey as Pitts- 
burghers. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“General Crack” (WB). Fell down 
in second week, $12,000 or under; 
out for “Nanette” (FN); Barry- 
more got nine days over first six 
days with house switching from 
Thursday to Saturday opening. 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Forced out 
after four weeks because of book- 
ings; finished strong at $16,000 and 
could have stayed another fortnight; 
could do a second run downtown. 

Oiympic (Tiff) (1,200; 35-50)— 
“Peacock Alley” (Tiff). Not so forte 
at under $5,000 for first week; held 
over but could have exited. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60)—“Other Tomorrow” (FN). Only 
fair at $14,000. 

Sheridan Square—“THit the Deck” 
(Radio). Great start at §10,750 in 
first week; standees almost every 
show; looks like three weeks. 

Harris—“Hell’s Heroes” (U). Fine 
at $7,250; picture generally lauded 
and kind of stuff house’s patrons 
go for. 


BUFFALO UNEVEN 


$26,100 for Big Publix House — 
“Happy Days,’ $14,000 








3u Talo, Feb. 11. 


(Drawing sissahdahaan 500,000) 
Weather: Fair and cold 


Picture business for the past fort- 
night has been decidedly streaky 
Evidences of distress among the 
public has shown itself in decreased 
night business. Matinees have 
| grown at all downtown houses, due 
probably to unemployment. Publix 
houses last week reported improved 


| night business toward the end of the 


week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘“Burning Up” (Par), “Ingenues 
unit. Just fair here, hold- 
ing to about even figures; $26,100. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60)— 
‘Sally’’ (FN). Business okay for 
this one, although distinctly a one- 
week picture for this town; being 


| held over and opening slow for sec- 


ond week; last week, $17,500. 
Hip (Publix) (2,400; 40-60)—“Ap- 


| plause” (Par) and vaude. Good all- 
round show, but picture not for 
family consumption; dialog ruined 
by too much sound; $15,500. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 

|50)—“Happy Days” (Fox). House 

moving along on even keel; satis- | 
factory at over $14,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 40-60)— | 
“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Hung up 
a good two weeks; did $24,000 first 


week and s! 


too; $14,700 


l of actior 
lowed a profit last week, | 


London, Feb. 11 

Among the excellent box oftice 
figures for last week here a stand- 
out is the $31,000 gross for “The 
Virginian,” a new high mark for 
the Plaza, seating 1 800. “Gold 
| Diggers” (W.B.) was around 3° »0,- 
} 000 in final week at the Regal and 


reg irded. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Sky Hawk” (tox), at the T’vo 
in its second week around $20,000 
The picture is a disappointment 
and heavy trade is credited to the 
|reputation of the house. Manage- 
ment figures patronage will not be 
maintained with this attraction. A 


lis well 


; successor is being sought. 
“General Crack” (WB), at the 
New Gallery, did $17,500 for its 
ifirst week and is scheduled for 
three weeks, which is about the 
|}house average for change. 
| “Flight” (Col.), at the Capitol, 
finished its month with the last 
echt averagine $18,000 “Hot 
for Paris” opened at this house 
Sunday. 


“Disraeli” (WB), drawing $12,500 
in the Marble Arch, is the best bet 
the house has had in years and is 
likely to run six weeks. 

“Atlantic” (B. I.) finished seven 
weeks at the Alhambra,, with the 
last fortnight at a rate under $15,- 
000 and now replaced by “Elstree 
Calling,” which is not likely to ap- 
proach the record of “Atlantic.” 

“Gold Diggers” (WB), in its sixth 
and last week at the Regal, has 
been doing around $20,000 and is 
considered one of the best com- 
mercial talking pictures that has 
come from America so far. Insiders 
express the view that if it had been 
spotted in a more favorable location 
it would have stayed feur months. 
“Atlantic” is going into the house 
Feb. 15, which makes it look as 
though Maxwell, head of British In- 
ternational, is relegating the Regal 
to second-run classification. Action 
may be due to the squawk that the 
house is not centrally located and 
does not get a break for product. 
It was for this reason that British 
International leased the Alhambra, 

“Welcome Danger” (Par). Termi- 
nated a nine-week stay at the Carl- 
ton, the first month averaging over 
$20,000, with the balance below $17,- 
000. “The Love Parade” (Cheva- 
lier-Par) went in Wednesday, with 
General Manager St. John convinced 
it is the best picture Paramount has 
produced and is willing to wager 
grosses will support his judgment. 

“The Virginian” (Par), at the 
Plaza, seating 1,800 and operating 
on weekly change, hfing up a new 
record of $31,000, beating the previ- 
ous top, held by “Interference,” by 
$500. Picture is held over for a 
fortnight additional. 

“Condemned” (UA). At the Pa- 
vilion is averaging $15,000, main- 
taining its rate of the last two 
weeks. Ronald Colman’s following 
is gradually being used up, but the 
run probably will be forced for 
business reasons, 








HAPPY DAYS’ $18,000: 
‘SALLY’ $29,000—K. €. 


Kansas City, Feb. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

With three musicals and one ro- 
mantic drama to select from, the 
fans gave the majority of their play 
to the Mainstreet and “Sally.” Other 
first-run musical, “Happy Days,” 
was more of a revue than most of 
the fans care for and business was 
not so good. 

At the midget Royal “The Love 
Parade” continued on its third week 
and turned another profitable page. 
All houses benefited by the weather 
break after six weeks of snow and 
dangerous streets. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—“Happy Days” 
(Fox) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). While 
advance publicity avoided any ref- 
erence to the revue style of enter- 
tainment, customers quickly learned 
it and remembering previous simi- 
lar pictures many stayed away; 
opening week-end fair, but mats and 
some of the nights were off; $18,000. 

Mainstreet—“Sally” (FN) (3,200; 
25-35-59-60). Extra advertising and 
an extra preview performance Fri- 
day night gave this one a good start 
jand it stayed out front; $29,090. 
Newman—"General Crack” (WB) 
(1,890; 25-35-50-60). Papers gave 
this feature best reviews of the 
week and many responded; $14,100. 

a rt “Love Parade” (Par) (840; 
25-35-50-60). Third week for this 
one and continued strong: Ilast- 
minute change brought in “Second 
| Choice” for current week; $4,100. 
wemages - ted” (Col) (2,- 
| 200 5-35-50). Melodrama with lots 
nd Loie Bridge stock was 
lots of show; business increasing; 
4315, 100. 
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to set a new exhibition standard 











Read this> | J- 8. GRAINGER 


message from | HOLDING SUNNY SIDE UP SECOND 
j the owner of | WEEK FORT WORTH AND BUSINESS IS 
Be tee G4 | HOLDING UP GREAT AM ALSO HOLDING 
il Fort Worth, | SUNNY SIDE UP OVER FOR SECOND 
gil ~—-Dallas, ~=| WEEKS RUN AT DALiAS STOP THIS IS 
cjg San Antonio, | THE FIRST TIME IN TWENTY FIVE YEARS 
wie and Houston, | WE HAVE EVER HELD A PICTURE OVER 
| FOR SECOND WEEK STOP THIS PICTURE 
NOT ONLY DOES TREMENDOUS BUSINESS 
BUT ENHANCES THE GOOD STANDING 


AND PRESTIGE OF THE THEATRE IT 
PLAYS REGARDS KARL KOBLITZELLE 
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new accounts flocked Despite , 
to Fox during January ay ae 


2 business during “Vi: 
1929 was almost \ 
double that of 1928, 

new accounts are added 

each month by Fox... 
Shrewd theatre owners and 
managers are daily signing 
new contracts and switching to 
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UNITED 
ARTISTS 
PICTURE 


Announcing the 


WORLD 


PREMIERE 

at $2.00 TOP of one 
of the most glorious 
box-office successes 
produced since the 
coming of the Talkies 


UNITED ARTISTS 


Naturally 
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tremendous 


NATIONAL 
ADVERTISING 


campaign is 
working for vou: 


ECHNICOLOR’S triple-page smashes (Saturday 
Evening Post for January llth and January 25th) 
are not only the talk of the motion picture industry. 


They’re the talk of the United States! 


Fifteen million Saturday Evening Post readers are 
eager to see Technicolor pictures. Ten million more 
have read about Technicolor in the motion picture 
fan magazines. 










Twenty-five million people, ready to go to the mov- 
ies, the moment they read in your advertisement, “It’s 
im Technicolor.” 


Divide the population of your city by four and you'll 
have a rather accurate idea as to the number of per- 
sons in your town who read Technicolor’s advertising 
—yesterday, today and tomorrow. 


Technicolor is as big a box-office name today as was 
“All Talking” a year ago. 


You ean guarantee any picture that is photographed 
in Teehnicolor. The great producers use it for the best. 


TECHNICOLOR,. INC. 
NEW YORK - BOSTON - HOLLYWOOD 


TECHNICOLOR is a box-office name. Advertise it? 
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“THE NEWLYWEDS” 
Comedy Sketch 
9 Mins. 
China, Stockholm 
Nordisk Tonefilm 

A Swedish one reeler, 
the-film, just produced by the Nord- 
isk Tonefilm Co. in Copenhagen. 
This is the first native short intend- 
ed for general distribution in Scan- 
dinavia. It is at the big China the- 


atre, where “Rio Rita” (Radio) is 
still on the bill. } 
Naturally, the public was greatly | 


amused, and although critics did not 


praise it, it is considered a good 
etart her 

Cast consists of two people. 
Groom tells his bride that their 
house has only one fault— it’s haunt- 
ed. Whenever a lie is told, a plate 
falls off the wall. Usual questions, 
with one or several plates falling. 

Dialog is quite funny and }{ 
posely very slow, so as to make it 
distinct, but the sound is net so 
good espe ially the ‘s’s”’ Photog- 
raphy blurry. 


“FAMILY NEXT DOOR” _ 
Charles Ruggles, Evelyn Wilson, 
Warren Ashe and Mary Charles 


Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Paramount, New York 
Paramount 
Very funny skit of*two married 
couples neighborly intervening in 
each oather’s marital quarrels and 


culminating in a drunken brawl. It | 


follows closely a similar routine fa- 
miliar in vaudeville.and in 
White’s “Scandals,” possibly 
mon property. 

Humorous aspects of intoxication 
as the hiccoughs. grow stronger form 
the basis of the by-play. 
Brice has kept the hokum from be-* 
coming mugging, and that permits 
classification for any de luxe house 
with the possible exception of com- 
munities in the Bible belt. 

Charles Ruggles will be familiar 
in Publix houses or wherever his 
feature productions have played. 
Evelyn Wilson has been in Publix 
units specializing in stew ditties and 
male attire. Land. 


com- 


“SO THIS IS MARRIAGE” 

Comedy 

22 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Pathe 

Second-rate two-reeler lacking 
originality of story and direction. 
Recording below average and voice 
reproduction often so bad that en- 
tire lines are beyond the faculties 
of the best ears. Novelty of some 
of the situations, a laugh here and 
there, and a couple of dance num- 
bers the assets. 

Newlyweds in changes of attitude 
as the years pass by, together with 
farcical twists between several cou- 
ples to reignite that proverbial 
spark, forms the plot. It is carried 
out stodgily, with more footage 
consumed than desirable. Action 
moves around considerably, but 
slowness is still a fault. 

Voices of Guy Voyer and Earl 
Dewey featured, and others are fre- 
quently so indistinct that some of 
the action is not understood, only 
the original dialog standing to ex- 
plain things. 

Frank Davis (Davis and Darnell 





of vaude) is the producer for Pathe 
release. Direction is by Bradley 
Barker. Char. 
“VANITY” 


With Ruth Lyons, Rudolph Cam- 
eron, Vivian Oakland 
Dramatie Sketch 
Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 3780 

An obvious and poor borrowing 
from De Maupassant’s classic short 
story, “A String of Pearls.’ Not for 
important houses. 

It attempts, without much elo- 
quence, a preachment on vanity. A 
wife borrows a necklace from a 
friend. She loses it and, not know- 
ing it was imitation, she toys with 
the dangerous idea of getting the 
money to replace it from a rich ad- 


mirer. Hubby walks in, won't lis- 
ten to alibis, and walks out for 
good. Total effect on the audience 


is well, what of it? 

This is not the first film sketch 
attempting something in the na- 
ture of trony, requiring consum- 
mate skill in the author plus deft 
direction and performance. Lack- 
ing these lofty perquisites the re- 
sult is less than mediocre. 

“THE MADHOUSE” 

Comedy 

17 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Educational 

Two-reel slapstick with Jack 
White, Eddie Lambert, Monty Col- 
lins, Addie McField and Lucille 
Hutton. Chockful of laughs and 
good enough for any of the grinds. 

Locale is an average apartment 
house on Sunday morning when the 
folks are trying to sleep and noisy 
neighbors won’t let ‘em. Two 
couples, living across the hall from 
one another, furnish the plot and 
most of the comedy when they de- 
cide to swap apartments. It’s got 
the mother-in-law and some ancient 
gags dragged, but it’s okay at that. 
High spot is when the couples start 
moving furniture back and forth 
from one apartment to another. 
The wives then change their minds. 
Ate it up at this house and it 


sound-on- | 


one of | 


Monte | 





LUCIENNE BOYER 

| “Cabaret” 

\9 Mins. 

Paramount, Faris 

| RCA Photophone 

First of Zeb Kane’s talking shorts 
jin French and sirictly for the native 
|! market. Exhibited at the Paramount 
here, with the home Paramount 
office financing Kane in a general 
j move to retain its herotofore favor- 
able grip on the French field. 

| This short cost $4,000 from reports 
with ‘T.ucienne Boyer, chief attrac- 
tioh at the Chez Borgia,'class nite 
club. getting 55,000 francs for her 
end together with her band, That’s 
over $2,000 in real money. 


With Miss Boyer is Pizella, juv- | 
enile in the Mistinguett ‘“Paris- 
Miss” revue at the Casino de Paris, | 
and also m. ec. at the Borgia. He 
does a mild m. ec. here and doesn't 
mean a thing. Probably had more | 
but cut through screening poorly, 
although ' suggesting himself for 


hose Frénch-version talkers which 
is causing American ‘preducers to 


cobble up the representative dialec- | 


| tie talent. : A 
+ Miss Boyer went over to America 


|for Shuberts in one of those Century | 


Roof operas but is terribly deficient 
in English, and ‘doesn't rate for bi- 
'lingual @istinction. 
| does one of those rose songs and is 
ijust another songstress; 
rates stardom in any short. 


| pressed the best. 
Production and RCA 
produced at the 
E.)- okay. 
|from the French market, but prob- 
ably that’s Paramount’s last inten- 
| tion for the moment so long as they 
|have native shorts available to sell 
las components with their sound- 
synchronized product until such 


sound (re- 


are available. 

They whistled this short as well 
as Bancroft’s “Fievres” (“The 
Showdown”), feature, silent, here, in 


evidencing ‘displeasure. Abel. 


“ROOM 909” 
Keane and Whitney 
Comedy 
9 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone Nos. 921-922 

Smart delivery of smart chatter 
by this pair in their vet vaude act. 
Gilt-edged performers, and _ this 
short is a comedy honey. 

Robert Emmett Keane as a fly 
drummer sells undertakers’ supplies. 
Claire Whitney is the blonde daugh- 
ter of the hotel prop, doubling as 
chambermaid in the rush. Starting 
of the make and resultant accept- 
ance of his marriage proposal is ac- 
complished by the salesman during 
the running time of the short. The 
flip talk is handled by both. 

Keane hangs a wreath on Miss 
Whitney’s shoulders when she says 
a bride should have flowers. Close 
up of the inscription, “Rest in 
Peace,” is the finish. Picture may 
| be new to Keane, and he fits, but 
flickers are no novelty to Miss 
Whitney. Bige. 


ALIBERT 

Comedy Song Skit 

Max Linder, Paris ~ 
Jacques Haik-Cinevox 

Among the first French made 
talking shorts. No chance any- 
where but France and possibly a 
few Canadian spots. Must get over 
on its native tongue as it has noth- 
ing else. 

Alibert, vaudeville artist, appears 
behind a bar. Explains that a song 
cocktail can be made by .mixing 
styles of singing, and proceeds to 
sing first as a vaudeville artist, then 
as an Italian and ending by imi- 
tating a blackface comic. Climax 
is walking back to the bar and 
drinking the cocktail he then mixes 
for himself, 

Even apart from the French lan- 
guage, it has no chance for Amer- 
ica. It is a mediocre native short. 

Produced on Haik’s indie Cinevox 
equipment and_ reproduction on 
RCA Photophone here. 
sound so good. 








“THE BIG JEWEL CASE” 

Comedy 

15 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, N .Y. 
Educational 

Faced with the necessity of filling 
more than a reel of film, since Edu- 
cational comedies are ordinarily 
known and sold as two reelers, pad- 
ding was necessary here. Repeti- 
tion is the result, and the fact that 
very little in this short has a punch, 
anyway, makes it a serious draw- 
back. Hardly a tonic to programs 
needing a punch, 

Jack White, producer, has taken 
a pair of farce detectives and placed 
them on guard in a house whose 
master and mistress, to check up on 
the vigilance of the watchful dogs, 
stage a holdup themselves. Cli- 
mactic surprise is revelation that 
papa and mamma didn’t get the 
jewels after all, the Yiddish dialect 
dick having fooled them. Admix- 
ture of comedy and mystery stuff 
was an idea, but as carried out in 
this case meant little. Several of 
the to-be-laughed-at speeches are 
in Yiddish, which should be great 
in Idaho and Nebraska. 

Faddie zambert, Fred Kelsey, 
Anita Garvin and Robert Graves 
|featured. Stephen Roberts Cirected. 
| Photography so-so, but recording, 





In’ French she | 


hardly | 
Stefan | 
| Weber, pianologist and opening, im- | 


Paramount on W. } 
Short can’t make money | 


time when French-version features | 


the characteristic French manner of | 


{ left the studio, and a continuous undercurrent of friction has existed 


Didn't | 


OSEPH REGAN “DADDY’S LULLABY” 


ongs Cartoon Novelity 
5 Mins. 5 Mins. 
Loew’s New York, N. Y. Loew’s New York, N. Y. 


Metro 
If this is down off the shelf it 
should have been left there. In can’t 
and won’t do. Joseph Regan pos- 
sesseS a fine tenor voice, but he is 


shown to poor advantage via out- 
dated photography and direction. 
Brace of songs, both stooped with 


Advance Trailer Service 
Cheap imitation of Paramount's 
Song Cartoons but, if bought right, 
should serve nicely as a filler to 
bridge program gaps. Might take 


the place of an overture where pit 
men are now among the missing. 
Silhouette shots and printed lyr- 








age, are recorded with Regan al- jics are accompanied by a fair tenor 
ways standing in the same spot and |voice singing “Daddy's Lullaby.” 
the camera shooting from the same |Only a few of the characters are 


| distance, Char. animated. Char. 





Shaping Shorts for Show Values 


Publix has started after the handling of its shorts from the theatre 
end. Plug line seems to be “Sell Shorts With Intelligence,” and the 
opening salvo is fired by that chain’s organ, “Publix Opinion,” with 
Bill Saal pulling the trigger. 

In fact, Saal got away two broadsides on the subject. But the 
first time he applied the match the resultant flame caused the cir- 
cuit’s office sheet to turn on the cooling system, despite the calendar. 
Anyway, Publix is out to demonstrate judgment in the booking of 
and program spotting of the shorts it will screen. 

That talking shorts, regardless of merit, have been taking a toss- 
ing around from all theatres and chains is not and has not been a 
hidden fact. Fox West Coast has been struggling with the problem 
for some time, and was actually the first string to call upon its exees 
to concentrate on the matter. That dates back to the summer, since 
which time the habit, of necessity, spread east because of the ob- 
vious program discrepancies as concerned the one and two reelers. 

It is true that those studios making talking shorts have also had 
their trials and tribulations in trying to find a formula to follow. 
The,makers of this species are just now apparently becoming con- 
vineed that the best channel for the preduct is comedy, and the 
thicker the hoke the better. Yet, the main handicap which has been 
burdening this phase of film making has indisputably been the book- 
ing and handling of the product by the theatre. 

A couple of studios have pointed out that when a short is bad 
there is nevertheless a house for it somewhere, but all agree that the 
bad shorts should be kept out of the deluxe sites. 


Studio-Booker Friction 
Their complaint is that they’ve been powerless after the print has 


between the producing and booking factions due to the latter group 
sending the product along, sight unseen and letting the house man- 
ager lay out the running order. Result has been that not only the 
poor subjects have slipped by, but many a good one has been 
smothered, due to the similarity of accompanying shorts hap- 
hazardly booked. The theatre chains say that they can count on 
one hand' the house managers who know how to place shorts: 
Therefore, the launching of educational campaigns in more than one 
corner. 

As far as Broadway is concerned there has been a recent and 
distinct move to give more attention to the selection and placing of 
shorts in the major picture theatres by all operators. But the vaud- 
film houses are still prone to play down rather than up the news- 
reel, a waude house’s most important short. It took some of the 
picture chains a long while to realize what they had in the newsreel, 
that there was an ‘actual clientele for the news events alone. One 
string had just about made up its mind that there was something in 
it when the Embassy, N. Y., opened as an exclusive newsreel house, 
and, as far as this circuit’s Broadway houses were concerned, that 
seemed to be the convincer. And the order went down the line to 
spread the newsreel. 
| Publix has now deemed the talking short of sufficient importance 
to formulate a plan for sending screen fare to its houses already 
laid out in the order in which it should run. This includes both its 
straight sound and stage presentation sites. In other words, “canned 
screen units.” It is logical to suppose that other chains will follow 
the move if they find it impossible to train the house staffs to lay 
out programs for best results. All admit that the routining by the 
local manager is the most desirable solution; still, if this can’t be 
done—then the “canned units.” 


Vaude Parallel 


Few picture house resident managers have any conception of 
vaudeville and the shorts are that type of entertainment in reels. 
Hence, the job is to teach them how to pick and place, open and 
close, secure a sock, spot it, and balance according to the main 
screen feature. Billing is also important, with not 15% of the pic- 
ture house managers or independent exhibitors in the country 
familiar with “names” from the legit stage and vaudeville being 
drafted to make shorts. Therefore, many a short which should 
draw to some extent on the people involved is passed up cold on 
exterior billing. 

If the house managers pass the buck to the division or district 
men, and the indie exhibs depend upon the exchanges to tell ’em, 
the ‘theatres are going to be a long time solving the problem. For 
a vast majority of the sectional and exchange chiefs are in the same 
boat with the house manager. To them pictures is show business. 
They're not interested in anything else. But if pictures have 
swallowed show business, it’s up to the film exhibiting end to find 
out about the menu the doctor has ordered. 

And that picture men as a whole have only concerned themselves 
with pictures is the basis of the kick-back now being felt on the 
talking short question. The tendency to never look over the fence 
is what makes the title of “showman” so distinctive and is responsi- 
ble for what are known as “theatre operators” being the rarest 
species in show business today. 

Because a microphone has so closely allied pictures with the other 
branches of show business, many film men have found that they 
must keep in touch with the other phases. The smart film man 
never lost track—even before sound. 

So the faster the rank and file of picture men learn what other 
angles there are to show business besides celluloid, the quicker the 
talking shorts are going to get a break. 














MME. FRANCES ALDA HORACE HEIDT’S BAND (12) 


Singing Musical Novelties 
6 Mins. 6 Mins. 
Beacon, New York Warners, New York 


Vitaphone No. 805 
Where operatic singers and semi- 
classical music get over, this short 
should please. Assisted by Frank 


Vitaphone No. 908 
Previous Vitaphone appearances 
of this same entertaining band con- 
siderably surpass this release in 





En- 


|La Forge, who breaks the routine 

| with a well played piano solo. novelty content. This one is just a 

|tertainment value of contrast in sequel 

lsur ling lineup Deadly if|> ‘ 

icameth ainit dieatiaalie Lacks the pep and sock of the 
Mme. Alda sings “Last Rose of | Others, but still pretty good, and 





| Summer” and “Birth of Dawn.” 


with Lobo, the police dog, 
Her voice to advantage in both. 


note of comedy and 


for a 
distinction. 


should tickle the risibilities of most | especially at the beginning, carries | Setting attractive, photography and | Okay, but not particularly strong. 


audiences. 


ja ground noise. Char. 


| recording average. Char. Land. 


“NIAGARA FALLS” 
With Bryant Washburn and Helen 
Jerome Eddy 
Comedy 
11 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 3778 

Ultimate finish is tipped early, but 
interest in watching the story un- 
wind makes this short amusing. 
Should do all right in most houses. 
Bryant Washburn and Helen Jerome 
Eddy play well. 

Young couple shown about to leave 
on their honeymoon—objective, Ni- 
agara Falls. Girl's father stuck for 
dough, and they give up their hon- 
eymoon coin and postpone the trip. 


Five years later they are again 
ready to leave. Baby is stricken 
with scarlet fever, and they must 
stay. They’re ready for Niagara 


again 25 years later and the trunk is 
already packed when two dicks bust 
in looking for their son. He’s left 
the bank and taken $500 with him. 
Old boy gives up his Niagara roll 
again to square it. Best they can 
have is a calendar with a photo of 
the Falls and the shower running in 
the bathroom for sound effects. 
Mother says Niagara looks good on 
the picture. 
Funny in a rather grim way. 
Bige. 


“THE SETTING SON” 

By H. C. Witwer 

Slapstick Comedy 

19 Mins. 

Globe, New York 
Radio 

A click comedy short. Based 
upon a Witwer story, the slapstick 
is on heavy but makes it a sure bet 
on any screen, 

It’s the story of a cantankerous 
old gent, rich as Croesus, who, al- 
ready pickled, quaffs three fingers 
of ink instead of booze on reach- 
ing home and thinks he’s going to 
die on seeing the color of his tongue. 
Selfish relatives, veritably stampede 
of them, and come to bedside to do 
everything to hasten the end. Ac- 
tually figuring the old man has 
taken the last count, there’s a wild 
competition for his earthly belong- 
ings. Here the hoke is applied in 
gobs, with the man’s house nearly 
wrecked by the greedy relatives. 

Alberta Vaughn and Frank Cook 
are featured, latter as the old man 
who fools everybody by living, and 
then accidentally falls down an ele- 
vator to survive the drop. Char. 


“THE OPERATION” 

With Edgar Bergen 

Ventriloquial Novelty 

9 Mins. 

Warner’s, New York 
Vitaphone No. 947 

Okay anywhere. Edgar Bergen 
and his partner, Christine Graver, 
have been doing this vaude turn for 
several years. Class stuff on the 
stage, it’s also class here 30th 
sergen’s and Miss Graver’s voices 
are a bit muffled towards the close, 
but only for a brief spot, leaving the 
general value of this short un- 
touched. 

Enhancement given the act on 
the screen. Picturizing unique in 
that dialoss and scenes remain un- 
changed and this wise treatment of 
the short has provided it with a 
quick and smooth gait. Compared 
to the vaude version it is 40% 
faster, eliminating the dron between 
scenes and providing continuous en- 
tertainment. 

Act is funny on the stage but in 
films the humor is accentuated. 
Principally because of its quicker 
gait, yet also because such a short 
possesses an increased novelty value 
as a screen subject. It’s a story 
of a mixed team that strolls in the 
park, comes upon a boy dummy; 
takes him to the man’s office, where 
the latter, a physician, a nurse, and 
the dummy put across their conver- 
sation, the “dummy” winding up by 
being office boy. 


“SPRINGTIME” 
Cartoon 
6 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 
Columbia 
Another amusing, 
made cartoon comedy drawn by 
Walt Disney. Oke for any theatre. 
In “Springtime” Disney has 
sought to express that vernal feel- 
ing of animated insect, animal and 
flower characters in novel dance 
routines set to intriguing musical 
numbers, Timing of the dances, the 
accompanying taps, etc., is so per- 
fect that the rhythm alone imparts 
rare entertainment value to this 
new one in the “Silly Symphony” 





ingeniously 


series. Every opportunity to inject 
comedy for laughs has also been 
seized. Some repetition in the na- 


ture of the dance routines but not 
serious. 

This was first shown in New 
York when Columbia had the Cohan 
theatre on lease. Char. 





“THE HAUNTED HOUSE” 
Mickey Mouse Cartoon 
5 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Powers Cinephone Celebrity 
Another comedy wow. Joins Ub 
Iwerks’ highly imaginative comedy 
conceptions with sound effects. 
Mickey Mouse in a haunted villa is 
fast with laughs throughout. Cul- 
minates in Mickey being compclled 
to play an eerie organ while a bal- 
let of skeletons dance weird capers. 
Delightfully mad, this shert can 
be added to any bill and improve 





it thereby. Land. 
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NOT SO DUMB 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Metro production and release starring 
Marion Davies. Based on ‘Dulcy,’’ the 
play, by Marc Connelly and George Kauf- 
man. Dialog by Justin Mayer. Directed 
by King Vidor. Cameraman, Oliver Marsh. 
At the Capitol, New York, week of Feb. 7. 
Running time, 75 mins. 

DUICY. seqeeecerecereeceenrs -Marion Davies 
Gordon. cdececcesccecccceess-blliott Nugent 
Bllh cc cccccescccccccceses eaymond Hackett 


Leach...... ecceecseeess- Franklin Pangborn 
BEFS. POTBOS. cccsccccicessovesees Julia Faye 
p Oe ee ee errr William Holden 
Van Dyck...........Donald Ogden Stewart 
pS ae ee ew Oe re 
Perkims.......... Cocscacessoee George Davis 


“Dulcy” was a corking stage com- 
edy in its day and for the past eight 
years has been popular in stock as 
a surefire bill. It comes to the 
screen for the second time 
stance Talmadge did it) and again 


punctures the buli’s-eye as a con- 


tinuously effective guffaw-induceér 
and tummy vibrator. 

Verging well toward farce, but 
still maintaining 
story, it is thoroughly seasoned | 
scene for scene and has been 


changed but little for Miss Davies. 
Dulcy is the fiancee instead of the 
wife of the anxious young business 
man. 
their original sequence with devia- 
tions not of major importance. 

Duley is an exasperating dumb- 
bell, full of Pollyanna bromides and 
a fearful determination to run the 
party and her guests. AS every- 
thing depends upon the good will 
of a slightly crusty old magnate 
(William Holden), Dulcy’s nerve 
straining insistence on doing and 
saying the wrong thing induces a 
state of general hysteria. 

Some of the points that were big 
laughs in the play are muffed, or 
not brought out, but on the other 
hand the Hollywood version has 
laughs of its own. Particularly is 
Van Dyck, the mad financier, a more 
delicious character as pleyed by 
Donald Ogden Stewart, the humorist 
lately expanded to acting. He 
makes goofiness fascinating. His 
peculiar weakness is a yen to slap 
ladies on the thighs, which pro- 
vides several stentorian giggles. 

Cast is of uniform excellence with 
Elliott Nugent and Raymond Hack- 
ett getting featured billing. Julia 
Faye has one of her longest parts in 
some time, revealing competence 
and a slick wardrobe. Franklin 
Pangorn of L. A. stock fame, im- 
personates a self-dramatized, highly 
affected and slightly pansy scenario 
writer, another fine piece of comedy 
work. 

Miss Davies, who has long since 
abandoned any idea of being sexey 
or glamorous in her pictures, con- 
tinues her light comedy series of 


slightly sappy janes of Winnie 
Winkler calibre. And comedy is her 
forte. 


Production tirst class throughout, 
a typically efficient King Vidor com- 
edy effort, well dovetailed in dialog 
and keeping all the characters in 
their proper relationship and impor- 
tance. <A splendid choice for the 
weak kidneyed and testy-teimpcered 
old business man was William 
Holden, who has become one of Hol- 
lywood’s most reliable character 
actors of the Theodore Roberts type. 

“Not So Dumb” is a dandy com- 
edy all the way. Land, 


PHANTOM OF OPERA 


(35% DIALOG) 
(Some Color) 

Universal production and release original- 
ly released in 1925 as a silent starring Lon 
Chaney. Based on novel by Gaston Led- 
roux, with scenario by E. J. Clawson and 
dialog by Frank McCormack. Titles by Tom 
Reed. Rupert Julian directed with sup- 
plementary direction and supervision by 
Edward Sedgwick. Sound sequences di- 
rected by Ernst Laemmle. Recording by 
C. R,. Hunter. Photography by Charles 
Van Anger. Lon Chaney, Mary Philbin 
and Norman Kerry featured in cast. At 
the Colony, N. Y., week of Feb. 7. Run- 
ning time, 89 mins. 

The Phantom ..... cocccoccces Lm Chaney 
Christine Daae ......eee.+...Mary. Philbin 
Raoul De Chagny ..........Norman Kerry 


Florine Papillon ............Snitz Edwards 
The Persian ...... Arthur Edmund Carewe 
SEN hs oan kn de dhaw ete Virginia Pearson 


Phillipe De Chagny......Edward Martindel 


Of the days when pictures were 
noiseless with dialog, synchroniza- 
tion and color to help along the re- 
vival. In taking the old negative 


of “Phantom of the Opera,” U has | 


even reproduced off screen the voice 
of Lon Chaney in a few spots be- 


sides scenes with Norman Kerry, 
Mary Philbin and others. It fs an 


odds on choice that this revival with 
dialog and sound 
the bacon. 
Chaney, now on the M-G-M ros- 
ter, is never seen talking, but what 
is supposed to be his voice is heard 


on a number of occasions. In one} 
or two spots, a lieutenant of the) 
phantom is caught by the camera 


drolling out the orders of the mas- | 


ter. Uniess the audience is alert 
these quick shots may be taken for 
Chaney. . 

When presented at the 
New York, for a $2 run 
1925, the picture ran 101 


Astor. 
Sept. 6 


minutes 


Now it consumes &%. Dialog starts 
at the beginning where the Paris 
Opera is photographed in Techni- 


color and reappears in for 
about three quarters of the running 
time. The big scene leading to the 
finish and capture of the Phantom 
is silent actior Synchronized score 
accompanies throughout with sound 


patches 


effects added to former silent scenes | 


and singing obviousiy “dubbed” in 


interest securely. 


; and 
dialog are 


jheard in 
probabilities of | quences, do well enough. 


| 
Otherwise, things happen in | 


will bring home | 


| 


for solos. This is particularly no- 
ticeable in a sequence where Miss 
Philbin does a “Faust” favorite. 
, Only scenes in color are a few of 
| the opera and a masque ball but 
| okay. 

Oniy substitution in cast is Ed- 
|} ward Martindel, talking in the part 
played formerly by John Sainpolis. 
Others who appeared in the picture 
when first made nearly five years 
}ago, including John Miljan, are out 
through cutting of lesser scenes in 
j the revived production. This partly 
explains the difference in running 
time. 

“Phantom of ti 
| Sruesome but a 
which, in spite of its age, holds the 
Photography, es- 
five-year-old shots, 


} 
| 
| 


e Opera” is still a 


suspense 


pecially in the 
recording stands up satisfactorily 

though none cf the voices and 
outstanding for clarity 
and effect. 
most of the 


Char. | 


BURNING UP 


(ALL DIALOG) 


' 


picture | 





' 
(Con- | is dim but not seriously so, and the | 


Miss Philbin and Kerry, | 


dialog se- | 


-uas fea- 


Paramount production and rek 

lturing Richard Arlen and Mary Briar Di- 
lrected by A. E. Sutherland Story and 
| dialog by W. S. McNutt and Grover Jones, | 
| Cameraman, Allen Siegler A tthe Para- 
| mount, New York, week of Feb. 7 Run- | 
| ning time. 60 mins. 

}Low Larvrigan. cecccescececes Richard Arden 

1 Ruth Morgan......c.ccee- ; Mary Briar 

i **Bullet’’ McGhan........Francis McDonald 
| Windy’? Wallacd...<cacssss Sam Hardy 

| James R. Morgan....e.eee-: Charles Sellon 
Dave Gentry i. cecces sewheste Tully Marshall 

| Auto race yarn of the type done 


|years ago by the late: Wallace Reid. 
But this one not written by Byron 
|Morgan and has sound effects for 
| the petrol buggies. Otherwise it’s 
|pretty much the same formula Par- 
;amount has used intermittently for 
| Years. And it still manages to be 
good breezy entertainment. 

Only runs an hceur, an advantage | 
these days with exhibs complaining | 
about long features. Big race scene | 
with hero winning in last-split sec- | 
ond is really exciting and well han- 
dled. For the rest there's love's | 
young dream prettily exemplified by 
the Arlen-Brian combo, menace | 
from the handsome  blackguard, | 
Francis McDonald, and comedy 
touches from Sam Hardy, Charles 


Production has the Paramount 
stamp of class. It’s a lightweight, 
but one that ingratiates itself. Only 


|dyspeptics and art advocates will 
ifind its familiarity unbearable. 
Land, 


SECOND WIFE .- 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Radio production and release. Directed 
by Russell Mack. Adapted from Fulton 
Ousler’s play, ‘‘All the King’s Men.’’ Con- 
rad Nagel and Lila Lee featured. Photo- 
graphed by William Marshall. At the 
Globe, New York week of Feb. 6. Running 
time, 60 minutes. 

Walter Fairchild........e.....Conrad Nagel 
Florence Wendell..e.scseccsessesss Lila Lee 
Gilbert Gaylord......ee.e.....Hugh Huntley 
Mere. ROS. ccccoticcsccccsccsees Mary Carr 
Junior.............Freddie Burke Frederick 





An interesting exhibit of how dull 
a picture can be ‘made from a dull 
play. Film is an utterly literal 
transcription, even to having the ac- 
tion cut up into the settings that 
marked the play’s acts. Has all the 
things a picture shouldn’t have, and 
figures out fairly close to zero for 
entertainment. 

Nothing happens but conversation 
first, last and all the time. Flor- 
ence is Walter’s second wife, and, 
although she doesn't know it, her 
young stepson arouses her resent- 
ment, due apparently to the fact 
that the child takes up some part of 
Walter's attention, which she feels 
she should monopolize. Walter sends 
the boy to Switzerland to school, 
and a cable brings the news that he 
is criticatiy ill. Walter rushes toa 
steamer to be with the child, and 
when he returns home Florence's 
love has turned cold. Meantime a 
child has 
mating, 

Florence seems to suffer deeply 
under the domestic situation which 
she has promoted, and you are in- 
vited to sympathize with her. You 
don’t, of course, and that spoils the 
story. Anyhow, she allows a former 
| lover to hang around, and even 
| agrees to elope with him. It is only 
when she lets him know will 
bring her child along, and he de- 


7 


clares anything of the kind is strict- 








she 


l ly out, that Florence comes to un- 
| derstand what Walter feit when he 
went off to his own child. That 


makes it all right between Walter 
and Florence and paves the way for 
a happy reconciliation. 

Silly stuff that inspires only im- 
patience, in spite of first-rate acting 
by Nagel and Miss Lee and 
sumptuously fine interior sets, Two 
en into the actior 
are a lullaby and @ casual fragment 
of song, both sung by Miss Lee in 


sonz numoers wo' 


a remarkably sweet parlor voice. A 
picture with excellent and nainstak- 
ing te hnical incidentals ind no 
story substance at all. Push 





| Jack Knight, formerly with B. & 
<. as house manager, back to Pub- 
lix as 


j Publix 


maintenance 


D r 
boston 


manager for 
theatres, 


| 
| 
| 
Sellon and Tully Marshall. 


been born to the second | 





carries his signature, 


Cum- 


me - rights to the property. 
Miniature Reviews Ghat tim diseccar” Novia 
| Oo 


a = . mings, might have had in the orig- 
St conn So b age t ng inal footage can only be guessed 
liver 4 ps A ee |; Cummings previously distinguishe« 
ai te bateat oe with Se aries lhimself with “In Old Arizona.” In 

, ' - 


minutes “Kirby” 
iA possible out for 
imisdirected pair of cutting shears. 

J. Harold Murray carries romance 
ind a good voice in the title part 
Norma Terris recently released 


a few color se- froin Fox 


is often draggey 


‘ummings is a 


Davies’ name over the title. 
“Phantom of the Opera” 
(Universal). Revival of Lon 
Chaney 1925 film. Length cut 
to 89 minutes and dialog, sound 
effects and 


contract by plays oppo- 


quences added. Still a thriller site with faint spark. John Hyams 
and the old-timer looks like a of the vet Hyams and Mcintyre 
box-office bet ict, has an important part as Mur- 

pr ; = ass = S ompanior ind indles the 
Burning Up” (Par). Rac- ied damned. te ied, enael oneal 
ing, crooked gamblers, boy and are Douglas Gilmore .s the met 
girl get-together, all done ice, and Myrna Loy as is S 
many time before, but enjoy- tress 
able and breezy. With Rich- Outstanding song numbe Ro- 
ard Arlen and Mary Brian mance,” is one of three contributed 
: . ) \ Donaldso an Edgat 
Runs but 60 minutes . rv dsor a . 

° : Leslie t deserves recoxs nition 

“Second Wife” (Radio) dull Ed Br iy na Fred strat cor 
eae + sa a s aa : IA mrads ant t 4 : auUSS - 
ane tamy feature despite beau tributed two numbers, although not 
tiful production. credited. One is a drinking song 

“Cameo Kirby” (Fox). Musi- [| non-commercially yelept “Tankard 
cal romance. Just passable for land Bowl’ and the other is a com- 
full week stands and so on ledy ditty named “Peaceful Man,” 
down the line. jruined in unintelligible delivery b) 

“So Long, Letty” (WB). A_ |} the colored comic, Stepin Fetchit 

’ F a 


} Recording is often poo! Opening 


14-year-old stage farce makes 


- ° ‘ ;scenes, in Mardi Gras lo ale are a 
a fair picture. Charlotte Green- | discordant maze of music and noise 
wood starred. Moderate for big | Photography perks up in the duel 
houses and okay in _  lesse i law? scene ind for the rest 
auditoriums ins along in tl >roove 

“Co-Optimists” (New Era Mississippi river scenes were s 
English-made revue is short | pose aly fil ea OT ine Sacramento 
o1 production values and in California That's good rive 
photography. Interesting to | too Bang. 
the trade as a British effort - 


but holds little for American 
exhibition. 
“Why Cry at Parting” (Sud- 


SO LONG LETTY 


film). German made and al! — (ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 
German dialog. Slapstick & ve Sea ee I ar Ah : Pea 
served on the familiar platter |Grant Withers Lloyd Bacon, director 


‘name counts, “so Long Letty” may 
ifare slightly better than moderate. 
Where Miss Greenwood is 
celeb—and such spots will be in the 
|'majority—the picture should see no 
better than moderate grosses. It’s 


ish Int.). About a third dialog 
and weak for general exhibi- 
tion. Okay, however, for serial 
grinds. Underworld drama. 
“The Mounted Stranger” (U). 


Average program western star- |just a fair picture. 
ring Hoot Gibson. Good dialog | Miss Greenwood and “So Long 
and recording. |Letty” have been synonymous for 
“Caught in Berlin’s Under- falmost 14 years, and Miss Green- 
os ‘ ; wood held out for and got plenty of 
world” (German made). Ex lcoin to make it. Inevitable that 


ceptionally good foreign thrill- | both should break on the screen to- 
er. Silent, but disc orchestra - gether. She remains the same smart 
tion .makes it okay for wired lecomedienne. But “So Long Letty” 
houses not using all-dialog ||has lost its kick. 

programs consistently. | Exchange of wives asa farce idea 
jis an old-timer for pictures. It has 

















been drawn from for plots by nu- 
merous light screen comedies in the 
past until now there are few snick- 
ers left in the script. Miss Green- 
wood and Bert Roach insert most of 
the laughs here. 

Roach grabs the masculine honors 
from Grant Withers, who is fea- 
tured. Withers’ straight role is a 
weight on the player amid the at- 
tempted comedy. Even Claude Gil- 
lingwater, as an old grouch who 
gets into situations, stands above 
the featured man because of the 
comedy trailing his movements. 
Patsy Ruth Miller, in another 
straight part, is in the same boat 
with Withers. 

“Letty's”’ original tunes are 
ducked for new ones by Akst and 
Clarke. “My Strangest Weakness,” 
“One Sweet Little Yes” 
| “Clowning” are the specs, none wal- 

For the third time “Cameo Kirby” |!PY. “So Long Letty,” sung by the 

, principals as a group in the table 
becomes screen fare, and this time scene ending the picture, may or 
in its scant 565 minutes it is a punch |may not be from the stage version. 
drunk veteran. Box office possibili- Miss Greenwood steps over fences 
ties for full week stands are less | 


and benches and swings her noted 
jarms and long legs in her usual 
than average. 
Jesse Lasky released the first film |should be delivered. More pep than 
5. a. all the way as formerly. 
ring Dustin Farnum from the orig- jcredits for it. Arthur Caeser and 
inal stage play. Several years ago, Lord, billed as adapters, 


CAMEO KIRBY 
(ALL DIALOG With Songs) 


Fox rreduction and release, directed by 
Irving Cummings. From the play of the 
same name by Booth Tarkington and 
Harry Leon Wilson. Scenario adaptation 
by Marion Orth. Lyrics and music by 
Walter Donaldson and Edgar Leslie, as- 
sisted by Ed Brady and Fred Strauss, lat- 
ter pair not billed. J. Harold Murray and 
Norma Terris co-featured. No cameraman 
listed. At the Roxy, New York, week of 
Feb. 7. Running time, % minutes. 


Ceumeo Kirby......+e+e+-3. Harold Murray 
Adele Randall......0e.+....Norma Terris 
Jack Moreau..+...eeeee+-.-Douglas Gilmore 
Col. Randall....seccesse+eesRobert Edeson 
Anatole......cecsseseessse+-Cnaries Morton 
CRCUD. cc cccccccccesccces . Stepin Fetchit 
Larkin BUuUnc®...cescoeesees---J0hn Hyams 
Claire Devezac............Mme. Daumerys 
LQ... sccccccceccccccccccccccce. + MYFNS Loy 
Woulette ..... eeccccccee -- Beulah Hall! Jon« 











manner, and delivers gags as they 
version *“K ni 5 ar- A - b > 
of “Kirby in 1915, star Dialog is consistently good. No 


Robert 


Fox used the same story for John Probably did th® gab job. Bige. 
Gilbert. The newest version, co- | > ae 

featuring J. Harold Murray and | 

Norma Terris, is with dialog before CO-OPTIMISTS 

a background of songs and music. | (BRITISH-MADE) 

Well known story concermis & gam- (Dialog Revue) 

bler who plies the Mississippi river New Era production and release. Di- 
boats—an honest sort of chap de-, « “i by Edwin Greenwood. Photographed 
| spite his trade. Time is about 1350.! » and Sydney Blythe. 


| At the Mardi Gras in New Orleans 
jhe rescues 


some | 


cording. Cast ! ude 
hyliss Monkman, Laddle 
Harr; Pepper, Elea 
Childs, Melville Gid- 
Playhouse, N. ¥ 
iing time, 79 mins. 


a girl from a gang of 
ruffians con the make, but she dis- 
appears before he can do more than 
sing a love song. * NES 

Kirby later joins a rival Bam- | An English stage revue brought to 
bler who is fleecing a cotton planter | the audible and of interest 
from his year’s receipts. Kirby | far beyond its intrinsic entertain- 





Screen 


| wins everything, including a deed! ment worth or its commercial possi- 
to the planter’s properties, but the! bilities (slight) in America. 
planter kills himself before Kirby | Loaded with talent recognizable 


$ 


can return the deed. A visit to the | even in long shots, the predominating 
plontation reveals the planter’s| camera angle employed, 

the Mardi Gras girl.| usually well recorded by the RCA 
rival gambler has already | Photophone system, “Co-Optimists 


daughter as 


but the 


irrived and poisoned the girl's mind | succumbs to its destitution on the 
against Kirby. Numerous difficul-! side of production values, comed 
ties, including a threat by towns- jan‘ the old-fashioned essential, eood 
men to lynch Kirby when he Kills! camera work . 

the rival gambler in a duel, are} In London this organiza c 
brushed away when the deed to the some nine talented entertainers on- 
property is revealed by Hirby. It] erated as a bandbox re nresé 


releasing all | 


of the silent days. Holds a | Adapted by Arthur Caeser and Robert Lord 
ne rom Oliver Mofosco’s stage play of sar 
chuckle here and there. More lname. * Music by Harry Akst and Grant 
action than most foreign flick- } Clarke At the Strand. New York 
ers, and novelty of being first i? oaths om a ng oS — 
- i wetty \o ’ s cosece ar tle sreenw oor 
German talking comedy will | Harr WM Ooo a detec eset. Grant Withers 
help. [Tommy Robbing, ..ccceccctssise Bert Roact 
‘ . , i Unele Claude,...... -....Claude Gillingwater 
“Battle of Paris” (Par). Very || cauy Davis... .. oon ecco s Baten Toater 
poor picture. Slow, dull and | Ruth Davis......... »es+-++++Marion Byron | 
j race lie Pats tuth Miller 
of meagre entertainment from Ne i EU age ja a a “ 
° li i Ly BPE s 0b 0606 66 aliam oole) 
any standpoint. Only for the Toe Casey Harry Gribbon 
minor houses. ects 
“The Crimson Circle” (Brit- Where Charlotte Greenwood's 


not a| 


“and | 


and wun-/| 


VARIETY 19 





ing intimately a species of lightly 
| factitious, well-mannered and defi- 
nitely British song and dance di- 
vertissement. All of this is accom- 


plished on the proverbial financial 
shoelace. Brought to the screen 
with one set used practically 
throughout, and the cast adhering 


entirely to their Hariequin and Co- 
lumbine costumes, except for oc- 
casional properties added for char- 
acterization, the photographic effect 
is drab and it's an optical 
monotone that never get by 


lifeless. 


‘ould 


except in houses regularly present- 
ing foreign films 

Give! ippings, smart sets, Holly- 
wood photography ind lighting a 
troupe s cl 5; thi might accom- 
plish something genuinely lliant. 
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
and Boston are fairly familiar with 


the English 
numerous 


Way in revues through 


importations and have 


found a quiet distinction and cnarm 
that appeals because of its piquancy 
to hoteha-surfeited Yanks. An Eng- 


lish screen revue able to sustain 
American minimum requirements On 
production might conceivably sweep 
up & méss of change over here. 
“Co-Optimists” will not be very 
funny in America It seems quite 
behind the times in its puns. Any 
well-seasoned American theatre- 
coer will know every answer. Every- 
thing is done so smoothly and with 


such practiced artistry, however, 
that an American can find some 
fascinatior ir Just watching the 
pertormel 

What British producers and cam- 


eramen seem not to appreciate, pos- 
sibly because in England it’s less 
vital, is the inescapable necessity 
| for closeups. In Hollywood they're 
the rule. In England the exception. 
America insists on the illusion of 
intimacy with its actors. And that 
| goes double for the actresses. 

| If “Co-Optimists” is considered as 
a pioneering effort then the reaction 
| should be a salvo for effort, a bill 
of particulars for future study, and 
several maxims calculated to en- 
courage Land. 


Why Cry at Parting? 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(German Dialog) 


Produced ir 


Germany by British Inter- 
national and J 


Sudfilm Released in U. 8. 


| by Mike Mindlin. Directed by Richard 
| Eichberg. Adapted by Alfred Halm and 
| Frederick Stein from musical comedy by 


Hugo Hirsch. Starring Drina Gralla with 
Harry Halm, Paul Hoerbiger and Vera 

| Veronina featured. At Fifth Avenue Playe 
house, N. Y., beginning Feb. 1. Running 
time, 80 minutes. 





| 
German audiences will lke this 
| better than any of their native made 
|films for months back. However, 
jit is still a poor production tech- 
jnically and histrionically, 
Recording of the voices is clear 
j}but, as usual, they’ve missed re- 
|cording the sounds of the accom- 
panying action. Also, and as usual 


with the foreign artists, there is 
too much mugging. Drina Gralla, 
starred, is a neat little performer 


though spoiling it all by overact- 
ing. 

What will be liked about this 
flicker is that it is not heavy or 
dreary. It has a touch of frothiness 
and quite some action. Everything 
about the plot is familiar, as are 
most of the comedy situations, It 
is billed and purported to be 
adapted from a musical comedy. 
Music probably got lost in the 
| «da ptation, for it’s straight comedy 
without a melody. 





Production and camera work is 
| g00d. Film should do very well in 
|} the German neighborhoods, 


_ BATTLE OF PARIS 


(ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 

Paramount production and release star- 
:ing Gertrude Lawrence. Charles Ruggles 
featured. Others in cast: Walter Petrie, 
Gladys DuBolsa, Arthur Treacher and Joe 
King. Directed by Robert Florey. Cam- 
eraman, George Folsey. Story and dialog 
by Gene Markey. Special song numbers 
by Cole Porter. Supervised by Monta Bell 
at the Long Island studio. At Loew's New 
York, one day, Feb. 5. Running time, @ 
minutes, 











Perhaps the poorest pictures to 
icome out of a major studio this 
season and a terrible break for Ger- 
ltrude Lawrence. English girl will 
probably get most of the blame that 
properly should be apportional be- 
tween the author, director and the 
production cabinet. Strictly limited 
to minor dates. 

Most features have some point to 
jrecommend them even when the 
jtout ensemble is a flop. This one’s 
| virtues are practically limited to its 





photography which is exception- 
jally good. Otherwise, it's a flock of 
|zeros and minuses in all depart- 
| ments. 


Gene Markey's story is as sappy 
fi manuscript as ever was okayed. 
| Just silly. No other description can 
|fitly convey the quality of the story 


jand the stale triteness of the plot, 
lif it mav be regarded as a plot. 
| Wit! ma start only a super- 
lative prod lo could have re- 
deemed the picture Robert Florey 
probably furrowed his brow but 
eouldn't ceo l 1 much against 
| () ring t new New York. a 
n-O } j' se remarks in the 
oking balcony were heavily un- 
favorable it's the sort of picture 
Jes along to never catch 
the spectators interest while place 
i (Continued on page 35) 
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Tne VAGABOND Kine” guarantees 


S.R.O. IN ADVANCE 


by its amazing merit and the 
Greatest Advertising Campaign 
ever put behind a picture? 





Saturday Eve. Post 
(Circulation, 3,200,000). Four big smashes, 


practically all in color. 


American Weekly 


(Circulation, 6,000,000). Four-color seat- . % 
seller on March 9th. - 





Billboard Campaign 


Leo 14,000 stunning colored 24-sheets in leading 
1} cities of the United States. 


™ 
NAGABORNE 
KInG 





Four Radio Broadeasts 


Columbia Broadcasting System, 60 stations. 
Paramount-Publix Hours, Feb. 15 (Dennis 
King in person), Feb. 22, March 8; Philco 
Hour, March 12. 





DENNIS KING. The Glorious 
Voice of Romance. 


Giant Theatre Campaigns 


Special large-space ads prepared by experts. 
Available to theatres on co-operative basis. 


All-Teehnieolor Trailer 


Golden glimpses of the picture, songs, 
action. Distributed by National Screen. 


Phileo Radio Tie-up 


Your local Philco dealer is primed to help 
you sell seats. Ask him. 


DENNIS KING 


in The Vagabond King” 


with a marvelous all-singing cast 


JEANETTE MacDONALD 
Warner Oland, O. P. Heggie and Lillian Roth. 


Ludwig Berger’s Production of the Greatest Song Romance of the Ages. 
Pp . ge . ME OUN ALL-TECHNICOLOR 
MASTERPIECE? 


$5 Gala Openings February 19th 
in New York and Palm Beach! 















AE 24 ro Sees i - 


= pe m= 


SOS Sa 




















wari rience 
& 














w 














Wednesday, February 12, 1930 


=——————_—_— 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 21 








Hollywood Chatter 





Wiolinsky hera 
Eva Tanguay cares now. 
' ‘Al Mannion back at Tec-Art, 


George W. Weeks back in town. 

Eddie Darling calling up every- 
body. 

Harry Holden wants to line up a 
gtock circuit. 

Walter Craig 
juvenile. 

Douglas Gilmore on his feet again 
after an auto smash, 

Hiram Brown is trying out all 
of the local golf courses. 

Mrs. George Fitzmaurice gave a 
@inner for Louella Parsons. 

Reed Heustis, after a year’s va- 
@ation, is just back from ’Frisco. 

Fanchon gave her brother Marco 
@ Packard coupe as a birthday gift. 

Sophie Wachner, fashion creator 
at Fox, will create for another year. 

Loretta Young learning to parlez 
vous. 

Joe Schenck in town after four 
Months in Europe. 

To heat your apartment here, and 
Row, open the window. 
Frank Newberg, 

mothballs. 

Arthur Caesar has two chauffeurs 
fow. They work in 12-hour shifts. 

Noel Madison another returner. 
The Noel a title change from Nat. 

Stuart Holmes’ mustache off 
Again for “Marseillaise” retakes. 

Victor Shapiro insists on play- 
Ine high-low poker only. 

Charlie Morrison says his regular 
business is golf. 

Viola Brothers Shore home from 
Europe. 

Don Herold penguins are the cur- 
rent roadside novelty for motorists. 

Duncan Renaldo was rolling his 
own long before he met Harry 
Carev. 

Frank Lloyd wants to do a pic- 
ture in which the N. W. M. P. 
doesn’t get its man. 

J. G. Schurman of Wilton, Brock- 
iiss Tiffany of Paris, is looking over 
the huts. 

Fritz Beetson specializing on the 
song-and-dance section of the cast- 
ing bureau files. 

George O'Brien has soloed 1,500 
air hours in two years. Figures 
furnished by his dad. 

Harry Cohn has a sympathy slip- 
per on his right foot. Kicking over 
climate, 

William Heughan, Scotch basso, 
fs here from Australia to crash pic- 
tures. 

Frank Whitbeck held a house 
warming at his Hacienda Park cha- 
teau. 

Dick Weil stuck for the feeding 
of the F. N. studio execs for first 
time in six months. 

Georgie Stoll, m. e. at Loew’s 
State, has ordered his new spring 
wardrobe. 

Doria Balli Weaver’s warble 
goes three octaves to the F above 
high C. 

Bobby Crawford since turning 
native is riding around in a new 
Minerva. - 

Some one told the picture gals 
that Pat Casey is the catch of the 
geason—so Pat is dodging again. 

Everybody wants to know who’s 
the extra girl who worked five days 
a week last year. 

Joe Goldberg, Columbia general 
sales manager, feted plenty dur- 
ing his visit to the old home town. 

Hotel Roosevelt’s Blossom room 
staged a Gus Edwards night for his 
proteges and their grandchildren. 

Allan Prior on way to New York 
after trying a couple of F. N. talk- 
ers. Closed his apartment and now 
driving back with his family. 

Speaker at the actors’ meeting 
pointed out there are 5,000 screen- 
credit players and only 600 jobs 
available at peak of production. 

Joseph Cawthorne has bought a 
swell layout in Beverly Hills, with 
John Barrymore and John McCor- 
mack helping to housewarm. 

Paul Whiteman was given a sur- 
prise party after the broadcast on 
the first anniversary of his Old 
Gold ethering. 

Lawrence Tibbett has gone Holly- 
Wood. Wants to personally O. K. 
all press yarns sent out by the 
M-G studio. 

There are 17,000 names in the 
casting bureau’s files and less than 
1,000 extras who work one day or 
More a week. 

Boulevard beauty shops “frank- 
Ine” femme chatter writers who 
mention=the establishment in their 
columns, 

Frank McGlynn got his start in 
show biz larnyxing in '’Frisco 
honky-tonks. Back to the west and 
to warble in “Good News.” 

Ed Hatrick bet on a horse named 
after himself, and, contrary to the 


newest visiting 


legit, selling 


rules, the nag won at 10-to-1, Agua 
Caliente. 

“Girl Who Wasn’t Wanted” (Fox) 
troupe on the way home from 
Rainier National Park. George 
O’Brien lumberjacked. 

Dimitri Tiomkin is touring west- 
iern cities with a program of modern 
| music under auspices of the Pro- 
| Musical Society. 

Newsstands featuring “The Coun- 
try Plumber,” cashing in on the 
tail of “The Specialist” at $l a 
throw. 

Jack Francis is trying to dig up 
a group of nationally known news- 





paper men to work in “Louis 
| Beretti” for Fox. 
Robert Leonard ande Gertrude 


Olmstead tried to dispute the right 
of way with an electric car. They 
need a new auto. 

Glue was resorted to in keeping 
up the stockings of chorines ap- 
pearing in “Radio Revels” for Ra- 
dio. 

Ernest Torrence has’ written 
“What An Irishman Means by 
Machree.” John McCormack will 
sing it. . 

Jean Wood, daughter of Sam 
Wood, will make her first film ap- 
pearance in Dad's picture, “Father's 
Day.” Sam will also go before the 
camera. 

With the popular flap mood to 
look as much like Greta as possible, 
San Deigo theatre cashed in with a 
“Who looks most like Garbo” con- 
test. 

An astrologer warned Alan Hale 
something would happen to him 
because Uranus was going into the 
fifth house. Next day he got a 
swollen gland under the ear. 

Allister MacDonald, son of Eng- 
land’s Prime Minister, now here 
studying construction of picture 
sound recording stages. He's an 
architect. 

Frank Wilstach sent Frank Whit- 
beck a complimentary copy of the 
best similes of 1929. Whitbeck 
passed along the compliment via 
mimeograph. 

A local landscape decorator has 
three orders for cast iron deer for 
lawn decorations. He has been un- 
able to locate a concern in the coun- 
try making the popular decorations 
of the ’90s. 

Frank Newman, Jr., back from 
the east, will take charge of his 
father’s grind picture house, Gra- 
nada, La Jolla, Cal. Young New- 
man was for nine months at the 
Stanley, Philadelphia, learning the 
business. 





FOX’S CLASS TITLE 


Turns on “Outdoor Romance” as 
Handle for Western Department 








Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Fox has organized a new western 
department, calling it “Outdoor 
Romance.” E. W. Butcher, former 
assistant to Sol Wurtzel and Harold 
B. Lipsitz, former story editor, are 
in charge. 

First story to be made under the 
classy head is “The Last of the 
Duanes,” by Zane Gray, with George 
O’Brien starred. 





INSPIRATION’S WRIGHTS 
Hegllywood, Feb. 11, 

Inspiration Pictures will follow its 
first Harold Bell Wright story, 
“Eyes of the World,” with others 
by the same author. 

Sol Lesser owns the picture rights 
to eight of Wright's stories and has 
made a deal witn his company to 
take them. 





STUDIO BECOMES GARAGE 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Albert H. Mannon, manager of 
the Tec-Art studios, returned here 
from New York, where he closed a 
deal with Davidson Properties for a 
21-year lease of Tec-Art’s 48th 
street studio. 

The building will be converted 
into a four-story garage, 


YOST, FOX STORY ED. 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Robert M. Yost, former publicity 
head at Foz studio, is the new story 
editor on the lot. 

He succeeds Harold Lipsitz, as- 
signed to the new western depart- 
ment, 








Willis for Tiffany 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
F. McGrew Willis, with Pathe for 
the past three years, has left to join 
Tiffany. 
He will 


be assistant scenario 





editor, 








Free Lunch Chiselers 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Hungry members of the press 
who insist on bringing unin- 
vited guests to studio lunch- 
eons and after preview buffets 
are to be stopped by a system 
now being drafted by all stu- 
dio press agents working for 
members of the Producers’ as- 
sociation, 

It has been the 
many chiseling fan writers to 
bring their families and friends 
to the press luncheons, but in 
the future admittance will be 
made only on presentation of 
ecards sent with invitations. 


Philly Thinks Par. 
Is Behind Boyds 
Planned Chain 





habit of | 











Philadelphia, Feh 11. 

Standing unverified, general be- 
lief here is that Paramount is back 
of A. R. Boyd Enterprises, newly 
established film house chain. Rea- 
sons for this theory have not been 
categorically expressed, but the film 
bunch feel sure some factor is be- 
hind the movement which will set 
up an {mportant picture organiza- 
tion to fight the existing local order. 

It is rumored that RKO, locally 
operating the Erlanger theatre, fs 
also favorably inclined toward the 
movement in view of the fact that 
its pictures might be insured neigh- 
borhood distribution. 

Al Boyd, ad of the new organi- 
zation, was for several years vice- 
president of the Stanley company. 
He withdrew from that organization 
in 1928, began erection of the Boyd 
theatre and immediately sold it to 
the Warners. It is thought possible 
that the Arcadia, also built by Boyd 
many years ago, and now operated 
by John McGurk and Abe Soblosky, 
may become a first run downtown 
house for the new firm. 

At all events, Boyd Enterprises 
promises to break into the more or 
less solid Warner-Stanley control of 
Philadelphia and to offer the indies 
a chance to assert themselves. 

Plan also concerns the formation 
of a new distribution corporation 
here. Boyd’s associates as an- 
nounced are Frank Buhler, former 
managing director of the Stanley 
outfit, and Louis Goldsmith, former 
assistant director of public welfare 
and also a former Stanley official. 

New corporation has been formed 


|}had 62, 


|}come near to what 


} reieasing SCHeCUUILCS, 








to buy, lease, build and operate the- 
atres in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, Virginia and West Virginia. 
Some 30 Philadelphia theatres, sev- 
eral of them key neighborhood 
houses, are reported to have joined 
the group. Since Boyd, during his 
Stanley Company Association, was 
reported to have been favorable to- 
ward Paramount, those aforesaid 
conclusions are being drawn. 

Another rumor is that Boyd, who 
has built several Philadelphia the- 
atres, is interested in a general 
movement which includes the estab- 
lishment of a chain of local houses, 
headed by one or two first-run the- 
atres in the downtown section. This 
would be backed by a suburban 
showing such as not has been given 
to any organization in the Philadel- 
phia area. 








PETE SMITH, OFFICIAL 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Weekly meetings of the studio 
press agents held each Tuesday in 
the chamber of the Motion Picture 
Producers‘ Association have taken 
on such an air of importance that 
they have elected Pete Smith to act 
as the official mouthpiece to ail 
outsiders on business transpiring 
at these sessions, 

This move was made necessary 
because of the willingness of sev- 
eral members to talk too freely and 
often tip off secrets that should not 
be made public. 





ROCK’S LAUREL SILENTS 
Joe Rock holds 12 silents made 
by Stan Laurel before he got a rep. 
tock plans to take them off the 
shelf and synchronize them, 





Comedy Team's Original 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
George Sidney and Charles Mur- 
ray will be teamed by Columbia in 





“Around the Corner.” 
It’s an original by Jo Swerling. 
Bert Glennon will direct. 


Studio Survey 





Hollywood, Feb. 8. | 

Production on the coast for Janu- | 
ary past has been the lowest for | 
any other corresponding period for | 
the past five years. Total units re- | 
ported working in January, 1928, | 
showed 55, the same month for 1929 | 
while this January shows | 
but 47. It’s a total that doesn't 
producers haa 

promised for the new year. 
Many 
the case, yet 


factors have entered into 


hea over- 


th se meust 
come in the near future if the vari- } 


|} ous companies want to keep up with | 


That the studios now declare they 
have 97 stories in final preparation | 
for production means a brighter} 
outlook for thcse depending upon 
the picture industry in the near fu- 
ture. First National, Paramount, 
M-G-M and Warners, lagging 
hind in product for current releases, | 
promise +t double activity during | 
February, while a large number of 
independent producers struggling to! 
get bank-rolls seem to be closing in| 
on the angels with their proposi- | 
tions getting so close to closing! 
that the casting and production 
schedules are being laid out. 

In checking over the stories in 
final preparation for production, | 
more than a score of big specials} 
are being shaped up for an early! 


be- | 


; preparation, 


A partial list of spe- 
rreparing for “The 
expensive outdoor 


Starting date. 
cials has Fox 
Oregon Trail,” 


| picture. followed by two big musical 


revues, Fox “Follies of 1930,” and 
“The London Revue.” Paramount's 
forthcoming trio of specials include 
“The Spoilers,” “Follow Thru,” and 
“The Devil's Sunday;” Radio's duet 
lists “Dixiana,” operetta of the old 
south, and “Radio Revels started 
early in Feb. 


Barrymore's “Jew Suss” 


United Artists has two big plic- 
tures on the fire in “Abraham Lin- 
coln” and “Whoopee,” while War- 
ner Brothers are busily engaged in 
making the final story drafts on the 
remake “Sea Beast,” “Captain 


Blood,” and “Jew 
for John Barrymore. 

Big productions now being lined 
up by M-G include “Madam Satan,” 
to be produced by C. B. DeMille, 
“Naughty Marietta,” “New Moon,” 
and “Rosalie.” First National, like 
M-G, is planning many big musi- 
including “Top Speed,” “50 
Million Frenchmen,” “The Fortune 
Teller,” and “‘ille. Modiste,” latter 
of which started production early 
part of this month. 

Of all the 91 storics now in final 
musicals predominate, 
while westerns follow a close sec- 
ond. Balance can be divided into 
underworld, seciety, comedy, air, 
prison, and sex stories, 


Suss,” new story 


cals, 





16278 AND 1929. 
DIVIDED 


Average 
features’ shorts 
STUDIO 


Feature group. January, January 


M-G-RM sscccvecee § ec 
Paramount .eeccoe 6 oe 
Wek -see+s4e seevcce 5 ee 
First National.... 4 os 
Universal ..cccoe 4 o 
WOEROPS seccceos 8 oe 
Qo ee osse 8 — 
United Artists.... 2 oe 
COlMmbia. ccoccecee | o- 
Tiffany eoevecce 1 we 
Pathe eeeeeeeeees 1 oe 
Chaplin seccovrscse I ee 
GPUS sedctae coos of pe 
Leasing group. 
Metropolitan 3 ee 
ROMP MEG ctaccsc te 2 ee 
Short subjects. 

Dara? +ié.6.0< ae 2 
Hal BOaes. otsce 6s 2 
Sennett eereeeees 2 1 
Educational ecco ec 1 

SOCK bdieccs 41 6 





THIS TABLE SHOWS SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT THE 19 ACTIVE STUDIOS ON THE COAST DURING 
THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 1930, WiTH COMPARI- 

SON OF AVERAGE ACTIVITY FOR THE 
SAME STUDIOS DURING THE YEARS 


INTO GROUPS 
ACCORDING TO THEIR 
MAIN PRODUCT 


Average 


working working working 


Total units working, January, 1928—55, 
Total units working, January, 1924—62. 


STUDIOS ARE 





Total 

Total Average storiesin 
units established final 
for— prep- 

. January, 1928, 1929. aration. 
6 6.4 6.2 11 
6 8.8 4.8 7 
5 8.0 7.2 12 
4 8.8 4.3 7 
4 5.1 6.9 3 
3 6.7 4.3 7 
2 2.8 2.4 « 
2 2.0 1.6 a 
1 2.7 1.8 6 
1 3.0 1.3 4 
1 2.7 1.3 6 
1 0.6 1.0 oe 
—_ 1.0 0.3 t 
3 A 3.6 6 
2 2.0 2.6 6 
2 1.8 1.8 2 
2 2.1 1.8 2 
1 1.6 1.6 2 
1 2.0 1.3 2 
47 67.8 57.9 91 


See Paes ientee ee seed 


pil oh ct 
ee, 








ROAD-SHOW “PARTY GIRL” 


West Coast Tour—Sequel to Follow 
With Star 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Tiffany has decided to road show 
“Party Girl” cut here. Leroy John- 
son will handle the tour. 

George Draney is preparing script 
for a sequel to “Party Girl.” Judith 
Barrie, previously featured, will star 
in the sequel, 


P-G-S New Charter 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Publix-Great States is changing 
its corporate name to conform with 
its advertising and operating title. 

Still legally known as Great States 
Theatres, Inc., the circuit will have 
a new state charter July 1 to be 
known as Publix-Great States The- 
atres, Inc. 

New corporation will issue $1,- 
000,000 in preferred stock at $100 
par, exchangeable share for share 
for present Great States preferred 
stock, with the same rate of divi- 
derfd. Also will issue 10,000 shares 
of common, without par value, 











Moby Dick With Talk 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
0. H. P. Garrett is doing the dia- 
log and script for Warners’ remake 
of “The Sea Beast,” starring John 
Barrymore, 
New title, “Moby Dick,” the origi- 
nal name of the book. 





M-G’s First Canadian Talker 


Par-Rogers’ Musical 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

*aramount will star Charles Roge 
ers in a musical, 

Yarn is being concocted by J. 
Audrey Clark and Thomas Ahearn; 
music by Sam Coslow and Newell 
Chase, 








MUSICAL GOLFERS 
Culver City, Feb. 11. 

“Spring Fever,” golf farce, made 
as a silent by M-G, starring Wil- 
liam Haines, will be talkerized as a 
musical comedy. 

Sarah Y. Mason is writing the 
scenario. Music by George Wag- 
gener and J. Russel Robinson, 


WOMEN AND WAR 
Hollywood, Feb. 11, 
Pathe will do a picture based om 
woman's contribution to war. 
Yarn is being concocted on the lot 
to answer to the title “Beyond Vic- 
tory.” . 


ASK DISK PERMISSION 
Hollywood, Feb. 1L 
Christie is seeking permission 
from ERPI to make disks for use 
in radio broadcasting. 
This is in addition to platters for 
picture making. 











June Collyer’s Couplet 
Hollywood, Feb. 1L 
June Collyer has been engaged by 
Warners for two pictures, 





Ottawa, Feb. 11. | 

| 

Gaumont British Corp., of Can- 
ada, is releasing its first talker here 


One will be “Mile. Modiste,” First 
National. Then to Warner Brothe 
r “Sweet Kitty Bellairs,” 


ers f 


re 


sa 
“High Treason,” throu Canadi un | Karno Off Roach Lot 
Universal. Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Gaumont marketed 24 Briti fea-| After three months as comedy 
tures in the Dominion last year, all, oa '. Fred Karno is off the Hal 
silents. \Roach | 
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A Great Stage Success! 
AM ar rv Screen Success! 
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“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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. Death ... Untess 
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neste 


BEAUTIFUL woman, her hus- 

band and the man she loves — 
doomed to death to satisfy the fana- 
tical Vengeance of this Eastern Rajah. 
The price of freedom was dearer than 
life itself. Such is the intensely drama- 


tic situation Which moves forward to a 





nD 





breathtaking climax. Here is another [Lo 
Arliss triumph—new thrills for the 
crowds that will pack your theatre. 
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Warner Bros. presenE 
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The ‘New Personality Girl 
of the Singing —Talking — 
Dancing Screen... . - 


>SONG HITS< 
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4 Darn Fool Woman Like Me” 
“Watching My Dreams Go By” 
“Bouncing The Baby Around” 
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Following her sensational hit in “Gold Diggers of Broadway”, 
exhibitors and public clamored for more of Winnie Lightner. 
“She Couldn't Say No” answers that demand with this viva- 
cious, dynamic comedienne in a role that gives full scope to 
her talent and versatility. Singing new hits! Creating more 
laughs! Winning new fans! 


SHE’LL STAMPEDE THE: 


“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of the Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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Sally Eilers, Johnny Arthur, 
Tully Marshall, Louise 
Beavers. From the story by 
Benjamin N. Kaye. Adapted 
by Robert Lord and Arthur 
Caesar. Directed by | 
LLOYD BACON. 
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OPENING — FEB. 14— DAY AND DATE 











Warner Bros. Warner Bros. Warner Bros. 


STRAND THEATRE STRAND THEATRE BEACON THEATRE | 


New York Brooklyn New York 


EE. CROWDS TO YOUR BOX-OFFICE! 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures . 


Man who has been publishing “casting directories” around Hollywood 
for two or three years has decided “to concentrate on one or two new- 
eomers” and put them over in pictures in a big way. He spilled the glad 
ews in a chatty letter to the mother of one of his advertisers, whom he 
had picked out for special consideration, “I wish to give Jane nine- 
tenths of my time,” he deciared, and explained that he intended to plug 
her so persistently the success she deserved would be inevitable. He 
guggeested there would be certain expenses he could not very well afford 
from his own pocket, such as stationery, printing, postage and ’phone 
ealls. “I have to watch 142 new productions now in preparation, and 
hundreds of others,” he said. This was in September. 

His first suggestion was that come in on expense to 
the extent of $75. In ups he figured he might do 
something for $50. He began the new year with a renewed rave about 





; : 
the mother the 





succeeding follow 


the girl. He was ready to sacrifice for the privilege of putting her over. 
“T’)}1 do it all for $25,” he wrote, “but spot cash, or one-half down any 
Way.” 


Three weeks more and he @ecided to make the girl famous even though 
ghe and ma were deaf to opportunity. “Here is what I’m going to do,” 
he announced. “I am geing te order 200 reproductions of Jan I am 
going to have them attached to my personal letterheads and I am going 
to recommend her under my signature to producers.” 

Some response was wanted, simply in evidence of good faith. “So 
send me sure, before Tuesday, a money order for $10 and I'll go ahead,” 
he offered. 


The mother was so little appreciative that she turned over the cor- 
respondence for submission to the city prosecutor. 
The cameraman on two artistic quickies that won studio contracts 
for their directors is still freelancing. So is an actor who did notable 
‘ 
stuff in both films. As for the directors, both have crumbled. MHolly- 


wood talk is that the cameraman made them what they were yesterday, 
but they upstaged him and look what they got! 

Fact is that the first director doped out most of the unique camera 
atuff on his production himself, even shopping at the five-and-ten for 
glass gadjets to trick up the lens and adjusting them himself. Preview 
gang gave the story a laugh but raved the photography. Result was a 
$150 contract offered the cameraman on the spot. He stalled trying to 
wedge it up until it was withdrawn. The director took a $150 studio 
job and worked up to the eminence from which he fell (literally, it 
happened, before he also fell figuratively). 

The high-hatting after that first production was general. One of the 
combo actor-assistants expresses it that “everybody was a this-of-a- 
that.” ’ 

The cameraman is conceded a wiz with the lens, but a chronic script- 
meddler. This has put him in. bad with some directors he’s worked 
with. But he has a job at the moment, which is more than the directors 
have. 


( 








Wealthy son of a South American banker went to Hollywood to break 
into the picture business after buying votes in a newspaper tie-up that 
gave his wife a part in a picture for a major studio. Wife didn’t click, 
but the husband, with plenty of his father’s coin, decided to put her on 
the map. 

He spent $50,000 on a picture but none of the distributors could see 
fit until a chap, an exchange manager from South America, who knew 
the potentialities of his father’s bankroll, got busy. He sold his com- 
pany on releasing the picture in South America, realizing that if papa 
was brought to realize that his son could make pictures he would spend 
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NATURE'S REFRIGERATION 


Brings Record 
Summer Profits 





OOLER-AIRE offers 
the certainty of 
silent, controlled 
pre-cooling. It fills 
the house with a cool, 
delightful atmosphere, so 
refreshing that patrons 
come again and again in 
steadily increasing num- 
- ber. ’ 


No recirculation of air. 
Kooler-Aire gives contin- 
‘uous cooling of such a 
large, steady volume of 
pure, fresh air that when 
‘doors are open, even 
passers-by on the street 
FEEL its welcome cool- 
ness. It’s a magnet for 
business! 





~ Its low initial and ope- 
rating costs make Kool- 
er-Aire many times more 


moving from his bungalow, dropped in 
was 


came in 


rumpus, 


for a studio in his home town. Company agreed to release the film on 
a 60-40 basis, but the son was to supply all prints and pay advertising 
costs. Although the company ordinarily used only two prints in the 
particular South American country aimed at, the distributors ordered 14 
prints, while the contract called for 60 more if the pictures were to be 
distributed elsewhere. 

Picture flopped on its first showing and company found itself under 
contract to continue its distribution through the first country when 
someone in the office had an inspiration. The son was informed that the 
picture was to be released in other countries and asked for its additional 
60 prints, as per contract. Young chap, out of cash, appeaied to his 
father, but the old man had seen the picture and said “No.” Releasing 
company then had an out and canceled the contract. But $100,000 had 
taken wings. 





Attitude of British engineers is charged to be a great drawback of 
American made equipment in England, according to local recording au- 
thorities. Recent instance was that of one of the smaller American 
companies which had sent over Yank engineers to make reinstallation 
of equipment in certain theatres following complaint from over there 
When the Yanks arrived they couldn’t even get a hearing despite the 
fact that the American manufacturer had agreed to scrap the first in- 
stallation and put in an entirely new reproduction outfit for good will. 

Attitude of the Britishers is that they don’t need or want American 
help. This assumption, it is said, has even gone so far in certain in- 
stances as to change specifications on manufacturing equipment with the 
result that British exhibitors willing enough to install and use American 
made recording equipment are up against it. One recent group of Amer- 
ican engineers sent over to work out a plan for safeguarding installa- 
tion, and getting together on manufacture, were forced to return home 
with nothing accomplished. 


Two years ago a Hollywood player whose brother, a press agent, was 
at the house when his brother 
cronies they put on a party. Outfit then 
lecided to phone friends in New York and other points east. Brother 
on thé phoning and burned, but got playful and joined the 
They vacated the bungalow that night, leaving the telephone 
0. holding the sack for $275. 

Phone firm looked in vain for the p. a., but it was not until it received 


away. With a gang of 


an anonymous letter on another matter that it located him. 


Letter was written by the actor brother, who, on another spree, had 


used a sheet of copy paper that his brother uses for his press agent 


yarns, and on which was printed his name. 


Loew’s is said to be saving plenty as the result of erecting its own 
scenic studios at 142nd street and Third avenue, where everything for 
Loew houses in the shape of scenery, draperies, etc., is being made. This 
includes not only furnishings for Loew theatres but all drops and scenery 
for the stage units. 

Loew acquired the old Metropolis theatre property in the Bronx and 
converted it into what is known as Loew’s Theatres Scenic Studios at a 
reported cost of $500,000. Previously this work had been jobbed. .A. S. 
Howard, art director, is in charge and a department on unit production 
has also been developed in Loew’s State building with Frank Rohrenbeck 
as business manager. All musical, technical and other phases concerned 
with unit production are centered in this department. Arthur Knorr and 
Chester Hale remain the lone unit producers for Loew's. 


Hollywood femme writer had a customer for a story but couldn't put 
the deal over because she had already given an option on the yarn to 
another studio. This studio had held the story months and when she 
went to get it back, saying that she could sell it elsewhere, an interest 
was immediately shown. But as there was several hundred dollars dif- 
ference in the prices, she still wanted that manuscript. 

Exec at the second studio was going to buy it, although he hadn't 
read it. But he asked the writer to tell him the yarn. She did, but 
so poorly that the exec was pleased that the other studio was going to 
take it. Becoming big hearted, however, he told the writer he’d let 


her take it elsewhere, if she’d pay $200 for his time in listening to it. 
She paid. 


H. L. Charnas, Warners’ New York theatre head, has found out how 
to save on change-over signs for incoming $2 pictures. With the average 
cost as high as $30,000 in the past, it is now down to a three figures. 

Electric sign contractors selling the big mazda letters have been bill- 
ing the houses on an average of $110 for single letters and when shows 
are changed sell entire new sets, taking the old ones away. In other 
words, Warners was rebuying sign letters for every new picture that 
arrived. 

Circumventing this high cost, circuit decided to take the old letters, 
some of which stand over a foot high, to store in the Warner studio 
for repair and repaint, so that they could be used for new pictures. 
Result is that the total cost on changeover from “General Crack” to “Son 
of the Gods,” at the Warner theatre, cost around $600. 


Foreign sales departments of American film companies have been 
investigating the matter of Spanish dialects as a factor in the making 
of talkers in that language. Result so far is to confirm and endorse 
pure Castillian, the highest form and academic parent of all Spanish 
dialects. 

For some time various persons of Mexican, Porto Rican ané South 
American nationality, speaking the dialects of their native districts, have 
been conducting propaganda against pure Castillian and in favor of the 
various jargons. Axe grinding behind this propaganda was the desire 
of these persons to build themselves up and in with film companies. 
Sales departments have, however, come to the conclusion on the basis 
of experience to date that the Castillian is the common denominator to 
the entire Spanish market. 

Coming of talkers put plenty of directors and writers on the rocks. 
Some are still there, but one chap who is glad he jumped is Jess Robbins, 
former director for Charles Chaplin and at one time or another on the 
payroll of all the major companies. Today he owns a taxi business with 
branches in Kansas City, St. Louis and St. Paul. 

Down to his last dime, Robbins borrowed enough dough to buy a Ford 
taxi.. This was a year ago. In six months he had 50 taxis operating. 
Then he organized the Red Top Cab Co. Today he has a fleet of 190 
running around L. A. On his payroll are the names of 20 former studio 
employees and Robbins, himself, is still driving a Ford. 

Publicity matter without identification as to its origin has been recently 
disseminated against the attendance of children under 10 at picture the- 
atres. It states the results of a recent questionnaire conducted by 


“Parent’s Magazine” among health authorities, probation officers, child 
welfare workers, etc. 





profitable than expen- 
sive systems of no great- 
e; capacity. Investigate 
NOW. Write today for | 
complete facts. | 


Kooler-Aire Engineering Corp. 


1916 Paramount Bidg. New York, N. Y. 

















jalog, “Bride 66," UA. 


Out of 19 replies to this questionnaire 16 were against pictures for 
children under 10 on the grounds that films were unwholesome excite- 
ment, that theatres were poorly ventilated and that time spent in them 
by children was time robbed from outdoor play, that the eyestrain was 
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COAST NOTES — 


Third of Continental's talkers will 
be “The Second Honeymoon.” Pro- 
duction has started with Josephine 
Dunn, Edward Earle and Ernest 
Hilliard featured. Phil Rosen directs, 

Nance O'Neill, ‘“‘Singer of Seville,” 
M-G, 

Frank McGlynn for “Good News,” 
M-G., 

Helen Johnson 
M-G, 

Kay Johnston opposite Erie Von 
Stroheim, “Three Faces East,” WB. 

Mary Forbes to “So This Is Lon- 
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for ‘“Divorcee,” 


don,” Fox. 
S. N. Behrman here to produce 
“Liliom,” Fox. 


Flora Finch, . Belt Lugosi, Beryl 
Mercer, James Bradbury, Sh., Ma- 
rion Byron and Florence Eldridge to 
“Playboy,” WB. 

Ww. J. Craft to direct “Czar of 
Broadway,” all star cast, U. 

silly Taft, “Good News,” M-G. 

Jack Trent, ‘“‘The Divorcee,” M-G, 

Nancy Dover, “Chinese Flower 
Boat,” color short, Tiffany. 

Knute Erickson, “Born Reckless,” 
Fox. 

Crauford Kent, 
Mystery,” WB. 

John Sheean and George Bickel in 
“Swing High,” directed by Joseph 
Santley, Pathe. 

May Malloy in 
M-G. 

Nance O'Neil, “Singer of Seville,” 
M-G. é' 

Complete cast for M-G’s French 
version of “Unholy Night” Andre 
Luget, Jetta Goudal, Lionel Belmore, 
Youtta Troubetzka, Pauline Garon, 
Doris Renavet, Jules Roucort, and 
Jacques Vanair. Jacques Fayder 
directing.- 
Lillyan 
WEB. 
Dora Dean, “Three Flights Up,” 
WB. 

Charlotte Walker, 
East,” WB. 

Tiffany will do “A World of Men,” 
original. 

Percy Pembroke to direct ‘“Med- 
icine Man,” Tiffany. 

Title of “Jail Break” changed to 
“Numbered Men,” FN. 

Stuart Holmes and Evelyn Hall, 
“La Marseillaise,” U. 

John Wray “Czar of Broadway,” 
U. 

Al 
MGM. 4 

Lillian Crowell, Pom Pom night 
club. 

Thelma Todd lead for Harry 
Langdon’s in “The King” (Roach). 

Lothat Mayring added to Vien- 
nese Nights,” WB. 

Dorothy Mackaill to 
Practical Joker,’ Fox. 

Complete cast ‘Born Reckless,” 


(Continued on page 29) 


“Second Floor 


‘Oliver Twist,” 


Tashman, “Play Boy,” 


“Three Faces 


Norman to “Good News,” 


“A Very 





Still Going Strong 
4th Consecutive Year 
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MEROF 
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Howard J. Green 


NOW WITH FOX 














(Continued on page 55) CONTINUITIES ADAPTATIONS 
+ — i a i ee — 
“Sweethearts and Wives,” title | 
changed back to “An Adventurous HARRY FRANK 


Nicht,” FN, 
Charlotte Walker in “Three Faces | 
East” «W.B.). ' 
Jack Perrin, Edna Marion, Edwin | 
August and Ben Corbett, “Romance 
of the West,” Art Hammond. 
Melville Baker, scenario and di- | 





SEAMAN 


WITH THEIR LAUGHING SENSATION 


Featured in FANCHON and MARCO'S “MANILA BOUND” IDEA 
Thanks to HYMAN SHALIMAN, JACK LOEB, JESSE KAYE 
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With Dewdles Fairbanks, Jr., 
& Judith Barrie, Jeanette Loff, 
Marie Prevost 


—_> 
A Halperin Production 


mt Directed by Victor Havreain ff 
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A MIGHTY STAR&.% 
LIFTED HIGHER AND jg 4 

HIGHER BY TITAN 
GENIUS... TITAN 
RESOURCES. .TITAN 
SHOWMANSHIP... 


Yesterday at the peak of brilliance... : 
today soaring on to greater peaks 
through the daring show enterprise of 


RADIO PICTURES... 
RICHARD DIX in his first Radio Picture 


fulfills the most extravagant promise 
ever made to world showmen .%”. that 
he would be made by one master stroke 
into a zew, distinct and mightier star. 











a 


Radio Pictures promised a ew BEBE 


DANIELS and delivered in RIO 
RITA . 


Radio Pictures promised a, new 
RICHARD DIX and now delivers in 
the greatest of all Dix shows 


SEVEN KEYS TO BALDPATE 


STRING OF INSPIRING GROSSES PILING 
UP ACROSS COUNTRY PROVE DIX TOP 
DRAW OF INDUSTRY AS RADIO STAR... # 
SCAN VARIETY FOR NEW KEY POINTS’ 
SENSATIONS! 
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” Exhi bs’ Contract Revolt 





(Continued from page 9) ~° 


trouble as a result of the decree.” 
This trouble, according to Kent, is 
already evident. 

Ned E. Depinet, general sales 
manager cf First National, was also 
willing to admit that exhibs are 
trying to kick over the traces, as- 
suming that with the upset of ar- 
bitration they have an upper hand 
and can do anything they want 
with contracts. 

Kent’s Statement 

Kent’s attitude is summed up as 

follows: 


“Playing fast and loose with 
contracts brings its own penalty. 
If the exhibitors consider this an 


advantage they are welcome to it.” 

Kent has not had time since his 
return from Europe last week to 
thoroughly study the Thatcher dé- 
cree, he said, and before having any 
comment to make directly concern- 
ing the decision is waitng for mem- 
bers of the Par legal department to 
return to New York. 

Consensus of opinion among Film 
Board and distributor sources is 
that the credit committee system of 
the Film Boards of Trade, upheld 
last summer as legal by the courts, 
will be invoked immediately, requir- 
ing exhibs who prefer to take ad- 
vantage of the present situation or 
are unreliable, to post deposits. The 
sales manager of one of the biggest 
producer-distributors in the busi- 
ness declared that the Thatcher de- 
cree does not change the method of 
selling pictures, and that they can 
even demand full payment for prod- 
uct in advance if they want to go 
that far. 

Par-M-G Clauses 

Par and M-G-M have a clause in 
their new contracts which leaves it 
optional with the exhib whether he 
wants arbitration or not. If he 
doesn’t, by signifying so in signing 
the contract, it is then optional with 
the distributor to decide on whether 
a deposit will be necessary and how 
much. 

One Film Board source, implying 
this is so near compulsory arbitra- 
tion that it is likely all companies 
will fall in line with similar clause 
or clauses, points out that the aver- 
ag exhib will probably agree to the 
arbitration. Many, it is claimed, 
cannot possibly afford to post high 
deposits, distributor officials point- 
ing out that recent bad weather and 
the advent of sound have left cer- 
tain exhibs with very narrow mar- 
gins of profit if not actual loss. 

With respect to the Par contract, 
first to include the optional arbitral 
clause, Kent said: 

“In some cases we will arbitrate 
and in other cases we will do the 
best we can. Our policy at the 
present time is an individual one.” 

Play Dates 

The most serious drawback as a 
result of the Thatcher decree con- 
cerns setting of play dates. Under 
the old system, if the exhibitor did 
not give the distributor play dates 
on product, becoming delinquent in 
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this respect, the distrib set the dates 
and if violated the matter went to 
arbitration. How this will be over- 
come is a question with arbitration 
now out. Some indie exchanges 
stipulate in contracts that pictures 
must be piayed certain dates after 
a schedule has been made out, with 
deposits made on the last picture 
to be played to guarantee exhibi- 
tion of the entire block. Indies not 
belonging to local film boards also 
demand cash in advance of ship- 
ment of prints or send them out on 
a C. O. D. basis. 

Cancellation of applications for 
product have increased and there 
have been numerous cases of exhibs 
refusing to live up to contracts after 
issued, distribs say. 

High Pressure 

Another practice reported is that 
of over-zealous salesmen talking 
gullible exhibs out of previous con- 
tracts with rival companies in an 
effort to make a sale. While dis- 
tributor heads point out that before 
arbitration this was flagrantly 
practiced by salesmen doing any- 
thing to get business, it is expected 
it may assume serious proportions 
now. 

Proposed combination of Allied 
and the M. P. T. O. A. for confer- 
ences with the distributors, looking 
to the shaping of a new ccntract, 
was arranged with the view iu mind 
of formulating ar agreement in 
which both exhibs and distribs had 
a hand. Thus, according to legal 
lights, it would stand up as cen- 
stitutional. 

Kent is still hopeful of getting 
the indie exhib groups together. 

“Nothing has been done in the 
way of getting together yet,” he 
said, “and I have nothing to say 
until after I have talked with a 
few people on both sides.” 

Hays Angle 

The Hays office oh Monday denied 
any knowledge of the nearness of 
a price cutting war. It was also 
declared there that individual ad- 
justments between its members and 
exhibitors had progressed to a sat- 
isfactory point in cases where the 
ruling had been presented as an 
issue. 


Companies using the franchise 
system, particularly Tiffany, are 
untouched by the decree. The 


Abram Myers arrangement calls for 
its own kind of organization arbi- 
tration. Despite this, however, ex- 
ecutives for the company have sent 
out letters to all franchise holders 
advising them that in the case of 
a dispute they first communicate 
with the Tiffany legal department. 
So far, and the lietters have been 
out a week, not a complaint has 
been filed, it is claimed. 


Fox’s Coast Buy . 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 


Control of the Ellis Arkush Penin- 
sula group of theatres has been 
obtained by Fox West for approxi- 
mately $1,000,000, with Arkush re- 
maining as operator for the new 
owners. 

Houses obtained are the Penin- 
sula, at Burlingamme; San Mateo, 
Regent, and Garden, at San Mateo, 
with the latter two houses closed 
at present. Stanford and Variety, 
Palo Alto, and the Sequoi, at Red- 
Wood City, are also on the list. 











Stanley Changes 


Switches of Warner house exe- 
cutives brings William ‘Tomkins 
from the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, 
to succeed George Higgins as mana- 
ger of the Branford, Newark. Hig- 
gins will be reassigned. 


Tony Williams is promoted to 
district manager of Hudson County, 
New Jersey, excepting only the 
Staniey, Jersey City, from which he 
steps up. William Corum, former 
assistant, will manage that house. 
Stanley Cameron will supervise 
neighborhood houses in Newark, 
succeeding William Stahl, whe goes 
to Cleveland. 


R. ISLAND’S SUNDAY FIGHT 


Providence, Feb. 11. 
Entire state is watching the fight 
in the Rhode Island Legislature for 
Sunday films in East Greenwich. 
Should the legislature approve, bill 


| filed last week will give electorate 


of town a chance to express views 
on the question at the next elec- 
tion. 

East Greenwich clergy has been 
successful in holding up Sabbath 
pictures despite demands from the 
public for Sunday shows. 





All Working 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Biggest production splurge 
at M-G in years has nine 
companies in the works and 
six ready to go in; technicians 
working the clock around in 
three shifts; 53 writers pre- 
paring new material and 16 
composers writing music. 

















Chicago Indies Will 
Syndicate Trailer Ads 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Indie operators are banding to sell 


trailer advertising as a syndicate 
proposition, 


New group henceforth will not let 
members contract individually with 
drug stores and furriers’ using 
for the entire membership in Chi- 
cago. 





Chicago Closings 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Cooney Brothers have walked out 
on the Drake, north side grind 
house, with a foreclosure pending 
through the Garard Trust Company, 
owners. 

Among the houses in the colored 
belt recently closed through tough 
competition and unemployment are 
the Monogram, Indiana and Ven- 
dome. 








COAST NOTES. 


(Continued from Page 26) 





Fox: Edmund Lowe, Warren 
Hymer, Pat Somerset, Frank Albert- 
son, Paul Page, Lee Tracey, 


Marguerite Churchill, William Har- 
rigan, Joe Brown, Mike Donlin, Paul 
Poreasi, Caro] Naish, Eddie Grib- 
ben and Ben Bard. 

Hank Mann to “Arizona Kid,” 
Fox. <4 

Paul Hurst, “Cooking Her Goose,” 
Radio. 


“I Love You,” Radio, becomes 
“The Roughneck Lover.” 
Joseph Cawthorne, “Dixiana,” 


R idio 


Dorothy McNulty, “The March of 


Time,” and “Good News,” MG. 
Henry King will produce “Eyes 
of the World,” Harold Bell Wright 
boon far Tnaniratian 
Theodore Von Eltz, “The 
Divorcee,” MG, 


Sonya Levien adapting “Liliom,” 
Fox. 


Perry Askam for lead “Sweet 
Kitiy Bellairs,” WB. 

Joe Young, Bennett and Clark, 
“Sweet Kitty Bellairs,’ WB. 
James Crane, “Qne Night at 
Susie’s,” FN. 

Ralph Kellard, “Hell's Belles,” 
Fox. 

Wilfred Lucas, “Arizona Kid,” 
Fox. 

Irene Rich, “So This is London,” | 
Fox. 


Arthur Stone and Walter D. Lewis 
to “‘Arizona Kid,” Fox. 

Inez Courtney, femme 
“Solid Gold Article,” Fox. 

Carroll Sye to “Bride 66,” UA. 


lead in 


James Gleason to “Playboy,” WB. 

Baby Blossom is featured in a 
Pathe short. 

“He Trumped Her Ace,” Ken 





5,132 EXTRAS AT WORK: 
700 IN VIENNESE NIGHTS 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Activity on the set is at its best 
in four months, with 5,132 place- 
ments by the Central Casting Bu- 
reaeu for the week. 

Figure is now 87% normal, 

Tuesday was extra's gala 
with 1,045 working. 

Alan Crosland had 
on “Viennese Nights” at 





day, 
a mob of 709 
WB. 
, 
Sprague’s Ist 
Hollywood, Feb 
“Solid Gold Article” is the title 
of the first picture Chandler 
Sprague will direct for Fox. 
Inez Courtney, who recently a 
peared gn four pictures for First 
National, has been engaged for it 





BANCROFT’S “CAVE MAN” 
Hollywood, Feb. 11 
Next for George Bancroft at 
Paramount will be “The Cave Man.” 





| 
| 
ee 


It’s an original by William Sla- 
vins McNutt and Grover Jones 





Thompson and Jot 
nett short. 
Title of “I Love You” changed to 
“Roughneck Lover” by Radio. 
Lee Moran, “Sweet Mama,” FN. 
Bill Janney, “Young Love,” FN. 
Helen Ware, “One Night 
Susie’s,” FN. 
Clyde Cook, “Hell's Belles,” Fox. 
Title of “Agony Column” changed 
to “Second Floor Mystery,” FN. 


nnie Burke, Sen- 


at 
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BENEFIT OF COLOR 


without 


PENALTY OF COST 


COLOR is the order of the day. Sono- 
chrome brings it without the penalty 


of added cost. Sixteen delicate tints 
and a warm neutral tone are available 
at the same price as ordinary black- 
and-white. This, plus the fact that it 
gives really faithful sound-on-film, 
accounts for the success of this series 


of Eastman tinted positive films. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 
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BIGGER THAN ANY DRAMA 
EVER PRODUCED 
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“SONG OF THE FLAME” 


with Alexander Gray, Bernice Claire, Noah Beery, Alice Gentle, Bert Roach. All Technicolor. 


“BRIDE OF THE REGIMENT” 


with Vivienne Segal, Allan Prior, Walter Pidgeon, Louise Fazenda, Ford Sterling, Myrna Loy, Lupino Lane, 
All Technicolor. 


“SHOW GIRLinHOLLYWOOD” 


3, with ALICE WHITE, JACK MULHALL, Blanche Sweet, Ford Sterling, John Miljan. Technicolor Scenes. 


Billie DOVE in A Notorious Affair 


with Basil Rathbone, Kay Francis, Kenneth Thomson, Montagu Love. 


“SPRING IS HERE” Firat 


with Lawrence Gray, Alexander Gray, Bernice Claire, Louise Fazenda, Ford Sterling. National 
Pictures 
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PUBLIX DOING 
MORE PRUNING 


On Feb. 28 Publix withdraws its 
interest in the La Petite, Kankakee. 
Chain also allows the Park, Rich- 
ford, Vt., to go on March 15 and on 





April 30 takes the Garden, West} 
Palm Beach, and the Broadway, 
Dover, N. H. off its chain list. The} ' 
Duchess, Peoria, Ill, has already | 
been subleased. 

The Publix construction and 
maintenance department is conduct 
ing an exhaustive checkup on thea- 
tres and properties eeding atten- 


tion and improvements, 
being to obtain a gauge on the bud- 
get of the department for this year. 
Information gathered will also serve 
as a guide on theatres that may be 
placed on the auction block. 


A part of mass chain acquisition, 


main 


it has been found, necessitates the 
weeding of certain houses due to 
the inclusion in some strings pur- 


chased of so-called “joints,” as well 


as first runs, 





Publix’s “Giveaway” for 
Greater N. Y. Houses 


A fan mag for free 
among its five Greater New York 
houses is to be issued by Publix. 
First copy is to be ready for dis- 
tribution this Friday (Feb. 14). It 
will be known as the “Publix Maga- 
zine,” and be printed in eight pages 
on quality stock sized 8x7 inches. 

Present plan is not to have a 
mailing list, such as “Loew’s 
Weekly” pamphlet, 

Undertaking is experimental in 
that provision for a similar fan 
paper, to circulate throughout the 
Publix chain, is dependent upon re- 
sults in the five eastern deluxers, 
Sam Palmer, of the Publix produc- 
tion department, will edit. 


ONE GRUBEL RENTAL 


Kansas City, Feb. 11. 

Papers have been filed at Spring- 
field, Mo., in the recent Grubel to 
Publix deal. 

According.to filing, rental for the 
Electric theatre, Springfield, is $40,- 
000 for the first five years and $35,- 
000 a year for the next 15 years, 
the length of the lease. House 
geats around 2,000. 


circulation 








FIVE CHI. HOUSES CLOSE 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Five more houses in and around 
the city have closed. They are the 
Vernon, Chicago; Lyric, Cerro Gor- 
do; Star, Grays Lake; Garden, 
Ipava, and Bijou, Waverly. 


idea | 





BUFF. VERDICT VOIDS 
OLD LAW ON OPERATORS 


Buffalo, Feb. 11. 
Local theatre managers won a 
further victory in the strike be- 
tween the picture operators and the 
neighborhood theatres. Stanley Ko- 
zanowski, manager of the Rivoli, 








arrested at the instigation of the 
union, charged with operating a 
| machine without a license, was dis- 
harged in City Court following 4, 
declaration Judge McLaughlin 
| deciding that the Generak City Law 
| relating to the licensing of motion 
| pi ture operators was unconstitu- 
tional 

| Signey B. Pfeifer, representing the 
defendant, contended that section 18 
lof this law was illegal and void, 


owing to the fact that it required 
a six months’ apprenticeship for 
license applicants to be served un- 
der a licensed operator and a cer- 
| tificate from the license operator to 
that effect. Provision was held un- 
constitutional because while the leg- 
a had the right to prescribe 
| competency as a pre-requisite to li- 
| cense, 
| scribe the precise and sole manner 
lin which such competency might be 
gained. 

Decision is of state-wide impor- 
tance and a new bill is already be- 
ing introduced into the state legis- 
lature to remedy the defects in the 
existing law, principally directed 
toward allowing an applicant for a 
picture license to obtain the neces- 
sary training not only by serving an 
apprenticeship but also in any other 
manner which will familiarize him 
with the apparatus. 


Seek N. W. Remedy 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 11, 

Charles Kurtzman, Pacific chief 
for Publix, is here for a northwest 
shake-up. 
Publix houses here and in Seattle 
have been giving the staff grey 
hairs, an admissjon scale slash is 
in order ,and Kurtzman has threat- 
ened that unless something hap- 
pens, and quick, the houses will be 
closed. 











WNITHDRAW SUIT 


Suit of Benjamin 
Warendorff, as stockholders of the 
Organizers’ Holding Corp., which 
succeeded the Associated Pictures 
and the Associated Holding Corp., 
and held an option on the Roxy the- 
atre site, later sold, to disclose 
profits from sale, was withdrawn 
in Supreme Court last week. 

Justice Levy not only permitted 
the withdrawal of the proceeding 
but vacated an injunction which 
held up a meeting for the dissolu- 
tion of the companx, 


and Herman 
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Lionel Belmore 
as 


“Osman” 


in 
*“Rogue’s Song” 
M-G-M Picture 

















Max Factor's Make-Up 
Used Exclusively 


Characterization which is true to life is the one vital thing you can depend 


upon with Max Factor’s Make-Up. Purity, naturalness, and flexibility are 


other qualities which make Max Fact 
celebrities. 


When you see Lionel Belmore in “R 
and remember it is Max Factor’s. 


or’s preferred among stage and screen 


ogue’s Song,” notice the make-up... 


Your inguiry on any make-up problem will receive immediate attention. No obliga- 


tion. Address: Special Service Make-Up 
STUDIO, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Dept., MAX FACTOR MAKE-UP 
Hollywood Blvd. at Highland Ave. 


At All Leading Drug Stores 


FOR THE SCREEN 


Max Factor’s 
PANCHROMATIC 
and TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP 








FOR THE STAGE 


Max Factor’s 


Theatrical Make-Up 





it had not authority to pre- | 





For Protection 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Local business man has set 
out to sell exhibitors on the 
idea of renting ear muffs to 
patrons who still like silent 
pictures, This is up ’n’ up. 

Velvet lobe covers have al- 
ready met with opposition by a 
cheaper silencer in the form of 
rubber ear plugs similar to 
those used by swimmers. 





= 


Picture Possibilities 





“DISHONORED LADY” 


person at the end. 








Behind the Keys 


Minneapolis. 
hag been trans- 
ferred from the Albany, N. Y., Uni 
versal exchange to local manager. 
A. J. Herman succeeds in Albany. 


J. E. Garrison 


Portland, Me. 

Charles Bassin, formerly at Need- 
ham, Mass., and E. F. Goss, form- 
erly at the Park theatre, Bangor, 
assigned to the State and Maine as 
managers. Houses were recently 
taken over by Bublix. Ralph Pink- 
ham now at the Park. 





Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Foster Norton has been appointed 
manager of the Strand. 


Virginia, Minn. 
Homer Prince has replaced H. E. 
Billings as manager of the Publix- 
State. 


Fairmont, Minn. 
Publix has closed the Nicholas 
theatre and shifted W. L. Nicholas 
to the Strand as manager. 


Bangor, Me. 
F. F. Colburn, Jr., student man- 
ager at the Bijou, has been shifted 
to the Central, Biddeford. He suc- 
ceeds F. A. Vennett, transferred to 
the City Opera House, 


Woonsocket, R. I. 
S. Sidney Holland now manager 
of the Stadium. Formerly of the 
Rialto, Brockton, Mass. Holland 
replaces W. E. Spragg, promoted to 
Publix district manager. 





Pawtucket, R. I. 
Wilfred Tully, assistant manager 
of the Strand, shifted to the Rialto, 
Brockton, Mass., replacing S. S. 
Holland, 





Kansas City, Kans. 
Managing the Grubel theatres, re- 
cently taken over 
A. F. Baker, at the Electric, here; 
Reynolds Maxwell, the 
Joplin, Mo., and Theresa Nibler, at 
the Electric, Springfield, Mo. 








Aurora, II. 

Publix will not erect a theatre on 
the site of the old Strand destroyed 
by fire last October. 

Harry Paulos, who represents 
owners of the property, said that 
definite plans had not been made 
for use of the property. 





Elkader, Ta. 

H. H. Hall, operating picture 
houses in Elkader and Strawberry 
Point, has added his third theatre 
jat McGregor. Strawberry Point, 
| population 1,125, last week installed 
Sound apparatus and claims special 
imention. 








Oklahoma City. 
J. S. Gaddish and associates have 
purchased Knights of Columbus 
jhall and will convert the building 
iinto a theatre, seating 2,000. Policy 
will be vaudefilm, 


Hannibal, Mo. 
H. A. Schedker, manager of the 
Price theatre, has been. elected 
president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 





Hollywood. 
Harry Bailey, former Keith man- 
lager, succeeds F. J. Meneilley as 
manager of the Boulevard for Fox. 











Union Would Turn Lobby 
| Dises—Publix Withdraws 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Publix, in conjunction with its 
j}new plans, decided to make use of 
| the huge lobby at the Westside Par- 
adise, Wanted to merchandise 
music and records. Staff spent 
$700 on a fancy booth, then $200 
more for a phonograph. Looked like 
'a sure winner. 
| Hired a gal at $35 a week, and 
'all was set to go when musicians’ 
local stepped in and ruled that the 
house must hire a man at union 
scale to turn the records. 
| Publix just said what you think it 
; did and junked the whole outfit. 


by Publix, are 


Electric, 


A play within 


Good idea ii 


a play, 


material the screen wants. 


“Aan 


“Dishonored Lady”—Unfavorable 
(Melodrama, 
screen has accepted bad women who murdered, but in this instance the 
central character is worse than the others, a thoroughly abandoned 


Gilbert Miller, Empire). The 


Ibee. 


“Boundary Line”’—Unfavorable 

“THE BOUNDARY LINE” (Jones & Green, by Dana Burnet—48th St.). 

Obscure study in pastel shades of domestic life. 
without dramatic substance to make a picture. 


Talky on stage and 


Rush. 


“Out of a Blue Sky”—Upfavorable 
“OUT OF A BLUE SKY” (Comedy, Tom Van Dycke, Booth). 
calling for actors from 
worked more for comedy. 


the audience, 


™ 
Luce. 


among 





“Her Confessor”—Unfavorable 
“HER CONFESSOR” (Comedy Drama, Jean Riddell, Cherry Lane). 
Might possess the germ of a story for a scenario. 


Not the type of 
Char. 





“It’s a Grand Life”—Unfavorable 
“IT’S A GRAND LIFE” (Comedy, Erlanger & Tyler, Cort). 
Frothy for flickers with general theme of philandering husband’s em- 
broilment with young mistress and father of an 
married woman giving it two strikes culled. 


illegitimate child by 
With these out story shot, 
Edba, 


“Ritzy”—Favorable 
(Comedy, L. Lawrence Weber, Longacre) 


A light, pleasing comedy, which if making the grade on Broadway 
should provide a fair program talker. 
bee. 





PUBLIX IN PROVIDENCE 


Closing for Strand, 1,400-Seater— 
Chain’s First House in That City 








Papers are expected to be signed 


this week culminating negotiations 
under which Publix gains control of 
the Strand, Providence, R. I. Arch- 
ibald M. Silverman, representing 
the Strand, has been in New York, 
negotiating the sale with the chain. 

Through acquisition of the Provi- 
dence house, Publix enters this 
Rhode Island city for the first time. 
Strand, seating 1,400 is the fourth 
largest here. 





Testing Lighting 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Six Los Angeles picture theatres, 
in which screen illumination is con- 
sidered good, have been selected for 
initial study by the Academy’s com- 
mittee on screen illumination. 

Measurements were made for the 
committee by John Aalberg. He and 
Emery Huse, chairman, are prepar- 
ing two test reels for use in the 
technical study. Dr. J. G. Frayne 
replaces C, L. Strong on the com- 
mittee of 10, chosen by four techni- 
cal organizations. 








Campaign on Garbo 
Has Coast Steamed Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

“Greta Garbo is the greatest liv- 
ing actress,” is the billing being 
given that star for “Anna Christie” 
in 24 sheets plastered all over the 
town. 

Fox West Coast publicity depart- 
ment is behind the extravagant 
placarding that is again creating 
comment, as did that department’s 
legend when the picture opened at 
the Criterion and merely saying, 
“Garbo Talks.” 

Picture is a furore at the Cri- 
terion and the theatre’s publicity 
campaign generally is acknowledged 
the best this territory has seen in 
a long while. It was handled per- 
sonally by Frank Whitbeck, head 
of the Fox Coast theatre publicity 
forces. 


Skinner Film Choice 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 

Otis Skinner, here last week in 
“Papa Juan,” took exception to a 
Hollywood news item stating that 
he was due this week on the coast 
to start making “Kismet” for First 
National. 

“Papa Juan” still has 10 weeks 
more to play on the road. 





whether his first film would be 
“Kismet” or “Honor of the Family.” 


mer, 


Star also said he didn’t know yet | 





| 





Contract calls for five pictures to, 
be made in five years, one a sum- | 


Van Buren’s Song Sketches 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Amandee Van Buren has made 
contract with Pathe to have it re- 
lease a series of song sketches he 
will produce in short form. 

Van Buren will use a popular 
song for the theme of the shorts 
and have the background of the 
song visualized. 


Dies from Injuries 


Toledo, O., Feb. 11. 

Frank Mattox, 60, theatre man- 
ager at Mansfield, O., died, Feb. 8, 
from injuries suffered in an auto- 
mobile accident. Smash-up oc- 
curred Feb. 6, Mattox receiving a 
fractured skull. 

He leaves a widow and five sons. 


FREE NEEWSREEL NEG 
Washington, Feb. 11. 

During the tariff battle in the 
Senate that body voted to give free 
entry to all negative picture, film 
originating in this country but ex- 
posed abroad. 

This applies when the film is to 
be used in either sound or silent 
newsreels. 


TANDARD 


BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT IS 
JUDGED ‘ 
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KATYA « THEODORE 


FEATURED DANCERS 


THANX TO ALICE GOODWIN 
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Film Daily’s Annual Poll of | 3g eT Eequan: 
400 Leading Film Critics 10 BEST PICTURES OF 1929 NAMED 
Gives Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer murcer The. Ten Best” 
FOUR OUT OF 10 BEST | 2... =" 
PICTURES IN1929— jae 





One Ro 












































9 : | 
_ THE LAST 
Wor mrs. " 
400 rR ey bibeiadaaie with 27, 000,000 pm cieculedlin are giving 
front page space to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 4 out of 10 . triumph! 
‘ 


AND HERE ARE 2 HITS | 
CERTAIN TO BE PICKED 
AMONG THE 10 BEST OF 1930 














Electrifying the Amusement World! 
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o explain why 
8 out of every 10 


wired theatres are 
steadily playing — 
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<A TIGHT SQUEEZE” 


First February comedy release—and it 
spells CABARET entertainment. With 
George LeMaire, Jimmy Conlin and 
Evalyn Knapp. Features real Broad- 
way talent—Ryan Sisters, Sam Raynor, 
Dave Manley, Leo Kendall and others. 
And Eddie Elkins’ orchestra! 


BUCK AND BUBBLES in 
“HIGH -TONED” 


Second February comedy release—and 
it spells NEGRO FUN. With Buck 
and Bubbles, vaudeville headliners, 
from Hugh Wiley’s Satevepost story. 
Music includes “My Old Kentucky 
Home,” “12th Street Rag,” “Clarinet 
Marmalade,” and “Lonely Me.” 


“DOING PHIL A FAVOR” 


Third February release—comedy of 
DOMESTIC TANGLE. Featuring the 
famous English comedian, Mackenzie 
Ward, supported by Val Lester and 
George Thorpe. A frame-up on a 
flirtatious wife that results in an up- 
roarious situation of frivolity. 


“CROSBY'S CORNERS“, 


Fourth February comedy release—and 
it's BURLESQUE RUBE stuff of the 
best kind! Written by Harry B. 
Watson, featuring Reg Merville and 
Felix Rush, with Josephine Fontaine 
and George Patten in support. Rube- 
ville Band plays throughout! 


COMEDIES 
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BATTLE OF PARIS 


(Continued from page 19) 


tne a strain upon the patience of 
even philosophical time killing pa- 
trons that’s apt to drive them out 
en the street. 

Picture is a musical comedy ver- 
gion of the war with anything and 
everything dragged in by the tufts 
of its hair. Several opportunities 
for Miss Lawrence's singing, but 
even this has been poorly handled 
by the studio and is at best merely 
a preferential alternative to the 
stupid story. 


Hardly fair to judge Miss Law- 
rence as a picture possibility on 
such an unhappy start. Unfor- 


tunately she will probably be judged 


anyhow and on the basis of “Battle 
of Paris” the verdict will be against 
her. Land. 





THE CRIMSON CIRCLE) 


(BRITISH MADE) 


(30% grtttien. 
Produced by British International. Dis- 
tributed by International Photoplay, In 
Adapted by Howard Gaye from novel of 


the same name by Edgar 


Wallace. 
rected by Friedrich Zelnik. 


é Di- 
Musical score 


by Edmund Meisel. Dialog sequences di- 
rected by Sinclair Hill. Stewart Rome 
starred. Cast includes Lya Mara, er 
Wariow, Louis Lerch, John Castle, Alber 
Steinrueck and Otto Walldurg. Recorded 
by DeForest Phonofilm. At Loew’s New 
York, N,. Y one day, Feb, 4. Running 
time, 70 minutes 

Weak but probably okay for the 


serial grinds. ‘lenty of good stuff 
in this film knocked out by the con- 
fusing method of adaptation that 
starts the film off with an undis- 
tinguished character, then winds up 
by doubling around with flashbacks. 

Framed as a mystery underworld 
drama it’s spoiled by lack of sus- 





pense. Further injury is done by | 
the musical score. Otherwise re- 
cording and dialog is good. Photog- 


raphy faulty in spots. 

Picture sug 
British film m 
directors on the 
dled the dialog 
of the opening 


gests 


iking. 


progress in 
Of the two 
film, Hill, who han- 
end, has the bette: 
shots but goes cold 


in closing. The silent titles, how- 
ever, are often silly. 
Stewart Rome looks like good 


American timber. 
an American view 
the serial type. 
This present filin has a silent an- 
eestor 15 years old. Cinema Club 
produced a picture of the same tit] 
and based on the same book, wth 
the English rated pretty well. Story 
is a mystery yarn about a lad who 
has a fancy for blackmailing. He 
warns his victims by triangular 
messages imprinted with a crimson 
circle. In his forages he murders 
three persons and rises to interna- 
tional heights as a feared char- 
acter. His victims are usually men 
of prominence.e Picture opens by 
giving him an unidentified position 
in society that brings him close to 
the police in London who are in- 
vestigating his depredations. Even- 
tually he falls for a girl. She also 
ts injected into the film without 
reasonable explanation. The black- 
mail chief makes her his secretary 
and then things begin to happen to 
him. He is finally nabbed by the 
cops and the girl is then revealed 
as a policewoman and daughter of 


Miss Mara, from 
point, is strictly 





variety of action, sincerity of per- 
formance, and color in sets and lo- 
cales which inculcate in this fea- 





the pseudo-swanky 
with the chairs the 


dinner party 
most ordinary; 
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Comparative Crosses for January 














u of kitchen service perches. Painted 
ture a commanding suspense. backgrounds are just as glaring) 
While involved, there is not that! obvious. Florey states he wanted —_ —r 
network of detail so confusing in| to quit the second day in view of (Cc nued from page 
many foreign mellers. Story Jreres |general conditions, but that Br 
2 b . ao i ons, ut lé iun- 
at such speed that illogical and/herger, heretofore identified with PROVIDENCE 
even bromidic situations will a un- | shoestring shorts. had promoted a aml ‘ ——-= 
noticed by the average audience. 1 $120.000 and wanted to go through ae Jan. 4 ry 44 Jan. 18 "Jan. 25 
Hans Stuwve, in a ay — bed Bauge drags in his songs almost _STATE “Con- “Dynami te” “Bishop “Their Own 
really the star. oe me iarged | forcibly but he might have done | High..$29,000| demned” | Murder | Desire” 
| convict who justifia ly ki 4 r tor- | leven better wi a more lilting as- | Low... 14,000 $25,000 | $24,000 Case” $21,000 
ae rape anc a8 poted per Bg t r¢ , a ae sortment of th eme songs There} __ ee Aili Sound = es ua - $ 4) 000 cS ee = 
be x pad = ap Phe ' > hor ada rerit- isn’t a catchy tune amongst the} STRAND “Broadway | 
nc li ve gives worthy cnarac- i string by French composers Sam | High. $14, 900 Hoofer” and “Laughing i 
- oO Ss i - : . . 
- = ; | Fox Paris) is publishing the!] Low. 8,000 “Youn “Par ‘3 . y 
Fritz Kortner comes in as a2 na- Risentts . | N You g _~ A Lady "Sa 
. unes owheres $1 $11,0 
tive crook and stool pigeon, Con-| ‘ihere are some low comedy laugh $11,000 
veniently housed near the jail P ne. } i es All Sour 
Years are allowed to elapse before | "SUMS, i i Te — 
he worms from the convict's wife | Obvious boure — oo MAJESTIC “Show of “Sunny - “Sunny. | “Love 
em oe ; wealthy | Peasant appea High. .$16,500 Shows” side Up” side Up” | Parade” 
evidence to blackmail the wealthy Sate Gin Meenci veraten 46) baow 6.200 19 500 16 SH 6.00 $1 
family which raised her son. Maly|, ee 7 sey Nn ~ Papal oom $16,000 
T=} 7 ee 4? ? Z ‘ Bi i I erger t t é posit n he | d week ) j (R 
AJB iSCciiait, Lac mother, sina > 4hitlyv co uldn't m ake 1 1 er - Ene | 4 , Sound 
the make-up of age with real ar- . a + : thine for |= = = 
tistrv. From her blond beauty pol — . © mean any “Abel. 
when her husband is incarcerated nce . 
i ik aa akan Waeteae teen . TACOMA, W ASH. 
her into his hovel, Miss Dal haft _ —— — a 
fades into a withered hag by the MOUNTED STRANGER es Jan. 4 eS ‘Jan. 11 Jan. 18 on, a Jan. 25 = 
time her son, a doctor then, is iden- ALL DIACOG) i BLUE “Show of | “Great “Tiger. | ®Lost 
tified and comes back to her. eer a a st oa n..|,,. MOUSE Shows” Divide” Rose” | Zeppelin” 
Of course the doctor has an ene-],, ted ae ae e (ester — BR msg r | High $8,280 $2,500 $4990 $3.500 $3,906 
my, a royalist, who eventually be- | adaptation of this H. H. Knibbs y. | how.... 1,400 (24 week) | 
comes the head of the prison from |} H art Ne man, an amar Stars Hoot a = All Sound ae ia ; 
which the convict father has es- BR ota 9g ag Fh ge come R. | RIALTO “Welcome “Romance of, “Untamed” | ‘Love 
caped with the adoption papers] Roig ‘Louise Lo At Loew's New| igh. . .$8,500 Danger Rio Grande” Parade 
vears before And the doctor just] y, as single iture, Feb. & J Low 2,000 $6,300 $4,100 $4500 $4,500 
as naturally falls for the royalist’s } tis 65 min 4 Sound } 
mei A a iend Rg inc iden nt safe is uw e isieiiients = ee a _ RKO : “Paris” “Tanned “Vagabond “His Firs 
daughter of the forme v en, a} thematical us Wm is i (hall) High. .$14,500 Legs’ Lover” Command” 
second victim of the convict’ Ss mur- | pigeon -noie of westerns where t i Low... 4,200 $6 LOO $6 SO) $9 000 $6 700 
derous hand. | boy hero becomes a man immedi- | Vaude : | ” 
But the convict father. overhear- | ately after his father is shot. And}_.. =~ i ee eS ee — e 
ing a barroom conversation, winds | there’s vengeance aplenty. It’s good | 
up things by doing the gocd deed | Hoot Gibson stuff; good old grind P-P’S NEW 9TH FLOOR INJURY SUIT ANSWER 
i icti his aterial. - . 
of adding a third. victim to hi | materia x ae Remodeling of the ninth floor of | Roxy Theatre Corp. has permis- 
conquests when he strangles off the | Flashbacks to daring and kind | the annex at the Paramount beta. | : Al : ‘ adit 
blackmailing crook during » c~sis |deeds precede the adult Hoot, young at t aL 10uUn uild- prven to file a new answer in the 
of identities. Waly. Buddy Hunter having the part in ing, formerly coccupied by the music | Supreme Court in a suit by Mary 
the opening gun play. Hoot doesn't | and production departments of Pub-/|J. Hughes for $25,000 damages, 
lose any time, once he’s declared | lix, . been finished ¢ and the office Miss Hughes charges that on March 
THE ROAD IS FINE in on the footage oot at I = | turne over to the booking diy ision nite. 1 27. while working on the stage 
(FRENCH MADE) sate p. oe hor oe Rae a , } Piet hry and , the ae m nagoment depart- ah an interior decorator, employees 
\ (All Dialog) a \ eee ake sons = ae aut Sauk | ments. Offices forme rly oc upied |negligently lowered the stage and 
Pierre Braunberger production directed! After that it’s Steve ‘ hasine Hoot by _ the se departments in the main caused her permanent injury. 
~ — ns on Pierre Wolff's stor: : land Hoot outwittine Steve. as in i building are to be devoted to the New answer alleges that the Roxy 
*-roduce ) od *hotophone, reproduced | . ~hain’e rartiai o ee 2 . 
oh Ue Mealn Ueune Cuma repr ucts. | many silent westerns. “| hain’s advertising and publicity de- | company did not take over the the- 
Week of Jan. 24. Running time, 75 n ins. | Picture gaits along nicely, Girl, partments. ; latre until March 12, 1927. 
le rrr Andre Bauge|} Louise Lorraine, has a slapstick en- Besides the cflices of the booking | 
Comte Armand “Hubert atch ba ..-Leon Bary ‘anee. but soon lis for = - St acm | ‘ 
a ets. oc. 98 0 ene Mates ke e, = yon ran fo Pang 3 ale department, separate suites have | East Side Foreclosure 
IE xa scadachiene'si Serge Freddy K __s deci bny ' uker, eae _ 5 been provided for each divisional! A suit to foreclose a third mort- 
Mme. Delacarrier.........- ‘Tonia Navar, 2nd its recitation by the cast_ iS | director. ( 70,00 he Louis N 
Dancer-Guest s.sccccceess Dorothy Dickson|easy and natural, Recording job} ee \gage for §70,000 on the nuis N. 
Samuel Ginsberg... ..seeeeeees ao eae, | equally good. Waly. |\Jaffe Art Theatre at 189 Second 
ian a score Sieur aan aetaeey Biophone’s Judgment avenue was filed in the Supreme 
iad ‘ - Biophone Corp. has filed judg-|Court on Saturday, alleging the 
This is the picture which has been Franklin and Midland ment in the New York Supreme /|theatre failed to pay a $3,000 in- 
smashing box office records in the Court against the Zicofe Amuse-|stalment a year ago and interest of 
south ef France, notably at Mar- ment Corp., of Buffalo, for $1,652 on | $615. 
seilles (Capitol) where it ran five Los Angeles, Feb. 11. | trade acceptances payable at the| Two other mortgages, for $345,000 
beige to pon on aay gel business.) Harold B. Franklin is in Kansas| Grape Belt Bank at Westfield, N. Y¥.|and $90,625, are also outstanding. 
No chance outside © cance Sven City endeavoring to close the de- 


if it hed an English version. 

“La Route est Belle” is also the 
all-French talker which figures a? 
a revolutionary element in French 
cinema patronage, indicating that 
the native product can and does 
create a new audience and, in turn, 
indicating to American distributors 
of proposed French version Holly- 
wood-produced talkers that the 
French market isn’t as limitec as 
was the general belief. 


tails of a proposition where his or- 
ganization will take over the Mid- 
land chain of houses controlled by 
Wolf and Shanberg. 

Auditors of Fox West Coast have 
been working on the books of Mid- 
land to fix a buying price. The 
original 
but the Fox people considered it a 
bit too high to close before financia! 


As a picture this is a weak sister. | "Port. 
As a silent story it is of a standard Franklin is due back here Feb 
of a decade ago. As a talker it out | 17. 


does by far some of those early 
Warner talkers for general in- 





deal called for $2,900,000, 








a London inspector of police. 


feriority. Yet it is wholly com- 
mercial hodge-podge. Another form 
of “Jazz Singer,” including the 
“Sonny Boy” stuff, only this time 
he’s an operatic aspirant and when 
the male lead in “Don Giovanni” 
fails to appear, Andre Bauge, as the 
hero, steps in and whams ’em. 
Typical French provincial 





In Berlin’s Underworld 


(GERMAN MADE} 
(Synchronized) 

Presented by Max Berger. In cast: 
Frits Kortner, Hans Stuwve, Maly Dai- 
echaft. No other screen credits given. 
At the Cameo beginning Feb. 8 Run- 
ming time, 65 minutes. 


stuff 


boy coming up into society 
fame. It is totally unreal but ap- 
parently satisfies a psychological 
native yearn. 

Bauce, of course, is excellent in 
his singing. He is a former Paris 
Opera and Opera-Comique baritone. 
His voice is excellent and he is be- 
ing generously balivhooed by the 
Chatelet management as “the great- 
est singer in the world” (ambitious 
billing but similar to Metro’s 
splurge for Laurence Tibbett and 
they go for that here), and in addi- 
tion is a Marseillesian. They can 
tell that by the accents, from un- 
derstanding, so the south of F re 
biz was naturally the best test for 
the most favorable returns. 

Wolft’s story is rather awful. He 
has a local dramatist rep, hence his 
name is as prominent in the billing 
as that of Florey, the director. 
Florey had American schooling with 
Metro and Paramount. Charles 


“Caught in the Berlin Under- 
world” is unusually good for a for- 
eign melodrama. It will rate fair 
as a programmer in the silent the- 
atres here. The disc orchesiration, 
while defective in spots, makes it 
attractive for wired houses not 
given to all-dialog showings. 

Despite the staccato tempo, m@re 
evident in the editing of certain 
reels than in others, and despite 
the story coincidences, there is a 


—_—__ 





DOROTHY YOST 


WRITING FOR 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 




















— Rosher, also with a Hollywood 
background, was at the camera, but 
their combined efforts, insofar as 


the general calibre is concerned, is 
surprisingly below standard. Florey 
explains that he was considerably 
handicapped at Elstree (England) 
where he shot the film in 18 days, 
working only about two and one- 
half hours daily with studio facfli- 
ties frugal. 


Joseph Jackson 


Wrote the Dialog for 
“THE BARKER” 
Senter rer re eer 


MY DEEPEST KEGRETS IN MISSING THE 
FANCHON AND MARCO SPECIAL 
I Take This Opportanity in Wishing 


FANCHON and MARCO 


My Sincere-t Appreciation 


CARLOS ROMERO 























having all the elements of the poor) 
and | 


This is quite evident in| 


} Craft 


PUBLIX CHI. MEETING 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Publix executives and managers, 
about 100 in all, will meet here 
March 3-5 at the Drake hotel for 
a convention. 

William Hollander, B. 
licity director, is n 
ments. 


& K. pub- 
arrange- 


kei o 
iaKIng 





Town Raising Wire Funds 
Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Believing that it would be a blow 
to their town to have the only the- 
atre there closed, business men of 
Heron Lake, Minn. are raising 
funds to defray the cost of sound 
equipment. 

American Legion Post is the op- 
erator of the theatre. After the 
house is modernized it will be op- 
|erated as a community theatre. 





Canadian Stickup 
London, Canada, Feb. 11. 

As Loew's was in the midst of a 
Saturday nicht performance, a lone 
gunman stuck up the assistant rnan- 

ager, Leo Scott, in the upstairs of- 
fice and secured $270. 

No panic prevailed as the gun- 
man made good his escape through 
one of the theatre exits. 

Russo-FBO Settlement 

Suit of Joseph Russo against 
Film Booking Offices of America 
and Leo M. Fox has been settled 
and discontinued 

Vincent A. Connor 
the plaintiff, and 
|for the defendant. 





a ppeared for 


James A. Mooney 





| Columbia has added half the 12th 
| floor in additio 
| floor for its New 


n to the entire 11th 
York 


otf 





for “Czar of Broad- 
way,” U; John Wray, Betty Comp- 
son, Claude Allister, John Harron 
Wilbur Mack, George Byron. W. J 


dire. 


Complete cast 


ting } 




















WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY LUCIEN HUBBARD 


Mordaunt 
“TIMES”—“A fantastic undersea 
melodr: 


.. Strikingly 


tively 
bard.” 


Richard Watts, 
“HERALD TRIBUNE” — “An 
amusing 
melodrama — genuinely 
taining.” 


NEW 


WORLD”—“It is the sort of fan- 


tastic material with which the yiew"—«The direction is subtle 

screen should have interested it- and impressive.” 

self years ago. Lucien Hubbard : 
a Irene Thirer, NEW YORK 

directed and he did a marvelous “NEWS”—“Imaginative story— 

job.” stunning treatment. A grand 

treat for those who appreciate 

é ” “ Py : . 

‘VARIETY” — “It’s impressive- the artistic, the weird, the curti- 

ness and unusualness are un- ous, the different.” 

nestioned. Lucien Hubbard's 

sanding of tach ecetas and ig, SMOUMENN. TEAGLE” — “An 

andiing of mob scenes and in- inusual picture, fantastically 

dividual performances is excel- and cleverly filmed.” 

lent.” 


“ZIT’S”"—"Splendidly handled— 
a finely creative work.” 


a fantasy, an epic of achieve- 
NEW YORK “WORLD” — “A ment.” 
or iu ~ 
very impressive suggestion of BOSTON “TRAVELER"— 


the beauties of Jules Verne’s un- 


dersea 


NEW YORK “SUN”— 
tacle is fascinating.” 


J. C. M., in the “NEW YORK- “One of the most amazing pic- 
ER” — “Superb stuff for the tures ever flashed on a Broad- 
»vies.”” way screen.” 


WHAT THE CRITICS SAY ABOUT 


“MYSTERIOUS 
ISLAND” 


(Now Under Contract to Warner Brothers) 


Hall, NEW YORK “FILM DAILY"—“Intensely en- 


grossing. Direction, fine.” 


Rose Pelswick, in the NEW YORK 
“EVENING JOURNAL”"— 


contrived 
ingenious...effec- 


uma...craftily 


directed by Lucien Hub- .¢3na entertainment—spectac- 
ularly startling.” 
Jr, NEW YORK 
Carl B. Adams, CINCINNATI 


“ENQUIRER” — (selecting 
“Mysterious Island” as the finest 
picture of the year)—“Besides 
its optical richness it has dra- 
matic suspense, emoticnal ap- 
peal and fine acting.” 


ingenious screen 
enter- 


and 


YORK “EVENING 


Thomas Otway, NEW YORK “RE- 


BOSTON “AMERICAN” — “A 
thriller different from anything 
you have ever seen. Judged as 


“Treated with imagination and 
skill by director Lucien Hub- 
bard.” 


romance.” 
“The spec- 


NEW YORK “GRAPHIC”— 
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The Beautiful Waltz 
Song from RIO Production — 
‘RIO RITA’ 


YOU'RE ALWAYS 
IN MY ARMS” , 


(BUT ONLY IN MY DREAMS) 


HARRY TIERNEY and JOSEPH McCARTHY 












THE SONG You AR& 


PDO YA L 


JOST A TINY 


by HAVEN GILLESPIE | an 


bon Cant ce exons LEO. FEIST. INC. Cor. BROADW. 


With Any FEIST’ Song" | (SAN FRANCISCO, CINCINNATI (PHILADEL 


942 MARKET. OR 707. LYRIC THEA. BLDG, 1226 MAILKE 
| OETROIT ONTO CHICAGO 
| lao WICNGAN THEA BLDG. J dee ule wate Usvscesmamser—” 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 276 COLLINS ST, , 
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CThe International 
Waltz Hit/ 
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ARE HEARING EVERYWHERE. / 


OVE ME? 


TINY BIT— DO YA? 


SPIE] end MABEL WAYNE | V 


DOLLY. MORSE 
& T. AIVAZ 








Dance 


IAD WAY and. sou. ST. ft oe YORK Orches titations 
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Booking 
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Reign Forces 


Keiths to Buy Up $200,000 


For > first time on record a 
vaud t has signified will- | 
ingness to ind a major loss 
settlements rather than play act 
out i contracts. Keith's 
consid ? scenomical to pay 
han } iggering amount ol 

wanted il This is the} 
afterma recently ended 
one-man g ‘ral booking manayer- 
ship of Keith's. It shows a tot 
debt of six figures—$200,000. 

Around $126,000 has been paid out 
to acts and productions which wer 


during the solo regime ofl 
Godfrey and which Ke 


booked 


George ith’s 


cannot play. It is estimated the 
vaudeville circuit will be paying off 
the debt incurred during the term 
of the one-man booking head for at 
least another year. 

Cc. B. Maddock is gaid to have 


settied his $16,900 claim against the 
booking office for slightly more 
than 50% 

“Golf Fiends” unit has been 
booked for about 12 towns in lieu 
of 12 weeks remaining on E. K. 
Nadel’s contract, with the loss 
allocated among the theatres., 

For 10 weeks the Marcus Show 


was charged up at $2,000 instead of | 
the $4,250 stipulated in the contract, 
with the difference recorded as 
profit and loss against the theatres. 

Ruth Mix Unit's claim of around 
$6,000 settled for half. 

Jim McWilliams, booked for 40 
weeks at $1,000, settled for 25 at a} 
“mutually arranged figure. 

Max Hayes’ “Doin’ Things” unit 
represented an $11,000 loss to the 
Keith office. Rose’s Midgets, $8,000. 
Kelso Bros. unit disposed of at an 
undisclosed amount. 

In each instance the unplayed 
acts were issued contracts by book- 
ers under Godfrey’s direction and 
were later informed that Keith's 
could not fulfill its agreements. 

The above mentioned losses and 
numerous others were taken for the 
most part by Keith’s western the- 
atres, where the unplayable mate- 
rial was tossed in desperation when 
it was deemed dangerous to burden 
the eastern Keith theatres with it. 
Producers are claiming broken 
promises left and right and are 
waving contracts to prove their 
claims. 

Untold damages have wrought a 
change in the methods of the book- 
ing office. Producers are no longer 
encouraged by promises or guaran- 

tees. They are now advised to pro- 
duce at their own risk, Their acts, 
they are told, will be booked only 
if the bookers want’ them. 

The method of making promises 
that Keith’s could not possibly live 
up to has passed out. In its wake 
is a debt of $200,000 that must even- 
tually be paid. 

Pay-off was decided on to kill the 
risk of ruining the Keith bills with 
costly but poor material, Managers’ 
reports on several of the turns given 
settlements stated the stuff was 
driving regular customers out of the 
theatres. 








First RKO Sound Trailer 
First of the audible trailers to be 
used by RKO for headline acts will 
be of Leo Reisman’s orchestra. 
Band opens in Flushing Saturday, 
and today (Wednesday) the sound 
trailer is to be used in that theatre. 





VERA MARSH’S CHANCE 
Culver City, Feb. 11. 
Vera Marsh, with Harry Carroll 
productions and vaude units for four 
years, will make her screen debut 
in “Good News” for M-G-M. 





Henry Hershfield’s Will 


~ Will of the late Henry Hersh- 
field, known to the profession as 
Harry DeVine, was admitted to pro- } 
bate Friday. Charles Robinson was 
named as executive of estate and 
Lou Handin attorney. 

Hershfield’s wife and former 
vaude partner, Belle Williams, was 
willed the entire estate. 





Davis’ Pathe Shorts 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Frank Davis (Davis and Darnell) 
has gone over to the Pathe lot to 
direct shorts. 

Davis will remain out here. Last 
year he made six shorts for Pathe 
in the east. 


|}entered by Lew Leslie 
jis not 
} “Blackbirds” 


|} Hall Saturday matinee. 
announced he may repeat daily. 


re 


orchestra 


In Unwanted Act Contracts: 








A SWELL “IN” 


Former actor i boo 
clubs in an indie New Yo 
Agency. 

When hearing of an 

ntieral ish he nilax e 
self. 











Robinson Helps Adelaide 
Hall Minus Leslie Lyries 


Because of a restrainment 
Adelaide Hall 
numbers from 


date 


late 


singing any 
in her vaudeville 
this week at the Palace, New York. 

Breach between the producer and 
the colored songstress was reported 
to have grown out of a contract 
dispute. Bill Robinson, also said to 
be at odds with Leslie, stepped on 
the Palace stage to dance with Miss 
Robinson 
Miss Hall's 


reported five-year 


contract with Leslie was an optional 


arrangement on a yearly basis. 
When Leslie failed to renew it, she 
handed in her notice 


Meet the Sheriff 


It was a case of all dressed up 





and no place to show with*the five- 


act bill booked into the Park, 
Woodridge, N. J., this week. Acts 


showed up for rehearsal Monday 
morning and instead of finding the 
they discovered the 
sheriff and two assistants, who had 
taken possession last week after 
Antonio Flandino, operator, had 
failed to pay the last three months 
rental. 

Flandino had been operating the 
house on a rental arrangement, with 
rental applied to purchase, but had 
been in arrears since taking the 
house over six months ago, accord- 
ing to the Woodridge Trust Com- 
pany. The bill had been booked in 
by Alfred Myer. Acts included 
Marquette and Maylon, Louis Chase 
and Co., Mayberry and Ruth, 
Oriental Fantasies and Galvin and 
Clark. 





Acts fer Beacon 


Direct vaude opposition to Keith’sa 
8ist looms with Warner Bros. plan- 
ning to use acts at the Beacon, 75th 
and Broadway, recently opened by 
Warners as a straight sound first 
run. 

Date when acts will be booked 
for the uptown house has not yet 
been set, but decision to use vaude 
is reported definite. Plan is to book 
two or three strong acts every week 
through Warners booking office.. 

Beacon opened Christmas week 
under a policy cf straight pictures. 
with weekly changes. 





ARTHUR LYONS WEST 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Arthur Lyons, of Lyons & Lyons, 
is expected here Feb. 25 to make 
adjustment of the locat Lyons of- 
fice. 

It’s expected the agency will move 
to Hollywood, with Arthur to re- 
main here indefinitely. 

George Sackett is in charge at 
present. 





Trade and Mark Vaude 
Smith Bros., NBC act, has been 
signed for Keith dates, starting Mar. 
1, in Yonkers, with New Rochelle 
set for March 8. 
Team has been broadcasting on 
the Smith Bros. cough-drop hour. 





Alhambra Quits aude 


Vaudeville is out again at the Al- 
hambra, Brooklyn. 

House has started straight pic- 
tures this week, playing double fea- 
tures on a grind. 





Coscia Turns Agent 


Phil Coscia, formerly of Coscia 
and Verdi @vaude), is now an agent. 

He is doing indie booking for the 
Yates office. 
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RKO—Let’s Smoke 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Cigars branded RKO are 
latest tie-up of Jack Hess, 
RKO publicity chief here. 
topes will be exploited and 
advertised entirely at expense 
of the manufacturer, with a 
guarantee of national distribu- 
tion. RKO sealin red and gold 
is the emblem. 

Sell for 


‘LEWIS WARNER NOW IN 
CHARGE OF WB PLANT 


Lewis Warner, son of Harry, is 
now in charge of Warners’ Flatbush 
| studio. He assumed his new duties 
| last week. 
| promoting Monroe Shaff, assistant 
| director, to be his personal assis- 
| tant. 





25c. straight. 

















DOUG LEAVITT 


of LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 
In “Hit-Bits of 1929” 


recently completed include a news- 
paper story by and with Russel 
Crouse and Hugh O’Connell, Eleanor 


Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 





One of his first acts was ' 


With Ted Eddy and Band, the No changes of personne! or policy 
Seven Hayden Gloria Girls, Babs| are contemplated at the studio, 
Day and Gattison Jones and Elsie! which continues the weekly output 
Elliott. of three or four shorts under the 

Week Feb. 15, Orpheum, St.| three directors, Murray Roth, Arthur 
naw by Seat Mececr Medes Hurley and Edmund Josephs. 

i 7 oo en Shorts, or Vitaphone Varieties, | 








McCaffery May Leave 

Keith’s for Radio Work 
Bill 
Keith's, is reported leaving the | 
circuit to accept a job with WTAM, | 
broadcasting Cleveland 


Royal, 


spe ele, 
McCaffery, act scout for! 


station in 
operated by John former | 
Keith Cleveland manager. 

NecCaffery returned from a Coast | 
trip two weeks ago and a few days | 


later was sent to Chicago, where | 
he is now doing scout work. 1 

As a booker McCaffery was on | 
both the Orpheum and eastern! 


Keith books and for a while booked | 
the Palace, New York. He was on | 
and off the books several times} 
during the past year, last removal 
occurring about three months ago. 





FORUM 


| 

j 
oa ae 
Chicago, Feb. 7. i 
Editor Variety: 

In a recent issue you published a 
statement given by a former em-| 
ployee of mine, Harry Shutan, stat- | 
ing that I had discharged him with- | 
out a moment's notice, left him | 
stranded here in Chicago without a 
cent, and without giving him two 
weeks’ notice and his fare back to 
his place of occupation—Los An- 
geles. 

Shutan came to me in Hollywood 
with an act written by Charles 
Smith and John T. Doyle, which he 
tried to tell me, and had told many 
others, that he had written most of 
it. Shutan asked me to let him play 
the other male part in the act. I 
said OK, and we played it west. 

As to the Chicago episode. I had 
five tickets bought from Sam Thall, 
RKO. One for him, one for his wife, 
Mrs. Desmond’s, my baby, and my- 
self. Previously I had New Orleans 
booked for a week. I advised him 
not to take his wife and pay all that 
fare when he would be back in a 
week. He said he would get another 
leading man for me that week for 
$75, and I could give him $50 so be | 
could stay here. When I recovered I 
didn’t play New Orleans; I got 
Miam@ and Oklahoma City. 

I called Shutan to my room and 
told him I would take him and his 
wife, pay him $125 per week for two 
weeks, and if we had any more 
booking he would have to take a cut 
of $25. He said he would get a job 
in a grocery store before he would 
do that. I begged him to consider, 
but he walked out of my room, 
called his wife, and that’s the last 
I saw of him. 

I got another leading man. 

Yours, Wm, Desmond. 


| 
' 





Bancroft Wants $15,000 


George Bancroft, screen player, is 
asking $15,000 a week for vaudeville 
and picture house appearance. 

About 10 years ago George Ban- 
croft and Octavia Broske were a 
two-act in vaudeville drawing $3090. 





SALARIES T00 HIGH 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
The R-K-O booking office in New 
York, it’s understood here, is in- 
terested in obtaining picture names 
for the east, providing they get them 
for the right kind of money. 
The salaries in most cases have 





Griffith, yranville Bates, Milton 
Singer and Jimmy Dunn in the cast. 

James Rennie, Ray Fant and Jane 
Dixon appear in “Three Rounds of 
Love,” written by William E. Barry. 
Milton C. Work, the bridge author- 
ity, is in a skit framed around the 


great post-mortem sport. Arthur 
Shaw, Jessie Busley and Monya'! 
Andree participate. 

Ripley, the cartoonist, has also 


recorded some of his “Believe It or 
Not” dope for Warners. 


Loew, Warner Take Names 


As Keith’s Cuts Budgets 


Number of name and money act 
bookings by Loew's has increased 
considerably over the average for 
that circuit during the past few 


weeks. Some former Keith stand- 
ards, unable to land the wanted 
dough for familiar dates, have 


switched to Loew’s upon finding 
their salaries available from that 
source, 

Warners vaudeville booking office 
has also been mentioned as more 
open for names than in the past. 
Keith’s is continuing to gradually 
cut down on money acts, playing 
few outside the New York houses. 

Shaw and Lee, who recently 
closed with “Pleasure Bound,” have 
been booked by Loew’s for $2,000, 
an increase over their Shubert sal- 
ary and a record high for them. 
They open next week at the Capi- 
tol, New York. Belle Baker ‘is set 
for a Loew opening March 1 in Kan- 
sas City. 


D’Arcy, opening March 8, Richmond; 
Anita Stewart, Feb. 15, Akron; 
Chester Conklin, March 1, Kansas 
City; Herman Timberg, Feb. 21; 
Capitol; Willie West and McGinnity, 
March 14, Capitol Trixie Friganza 
and Roy Cummings started this 
week at the Kings, New York, and 
Syracuse. 





. Nazaroff’s Opera 


Nicholas Nazaroff, of “A Night 
In a London Music Hall” act, has 
quit vaude to try his hand at pro- 
ducing. He will present “Natalka 
Poltavka,” a Russian opera, Feb, 25, 
at the America theatre, in the 
Bronx. 

One performance is guaranteed. 





NEW FOY ACT 


Three of the Foy family are back 
in vaude. 

New Foy kid turn comprises Mary, 
Charles and Irving. 





Dorothy Woodward’s Comeback 

Dorothy Woodward, formerly of 
the team of Woodward and Hughes, 
is reading a new act for vaude with 
Frank Williams, composer, as piano 
accompanist. 

Miss Woodward retired three 
years ago after the death of her 
partner-husband, Frank Hughes. 





Murray and Clark Separate 

Murray and Clark have dissolved 
as a vaude team after having been 
together five years. 

Herd Murray will do a new act 
with Maurice Berry, while Helen 
Clark will team with her recently 
married husband, Biily Palmer, for 








been found prohibitive. 


a new double. 


Others on the Loew books are Roy, 


Keith’s Sends Road 
Scouts to Watch 
“Offensive” Acts 


With 
istage cohduct by numerous acts on 





reports of questionable 


ithe road coming to Keith's from out 


lof town managers, the booking and 
| 
of the 


loperating cir- 
|cutt have sent out several under- 


departments 


| cover scouts to check up on alleged 
offenders and report all infractions. 
Both Ben Piazza and Joseph 
i|Plunkett are said to have investi- 
gators covering all spots to correct 
lthe situation. The vaudeville detec - 
|tives are working ineognito and 
lbuy tickets to the theatres so that 
jwrongdoers cannot be tipped off in 
|advance. 
| There is a serious lack of regard 
ifor discipline by acts in the distant 


| 
| 


| regions, according to the booking 
|office and managers’ reports. Many 
comedians, the reports state, are 


| departing from their regular rou- 
jtines to kid, clown and ruin the 
bills. Dirty gags and biz are more 
prevalent than ever in the Keith 
in the sticks, according to 
complaints received, daily. 

In instances where managers are 
unfamiliar with acts’ routines, there 
are sald to l« cases of stalling, cut- 
ting and gen: ral easing up for com- 
lfort. Several are reported going the 
i\limit on blue stuff when the clean 
ones don’t land. 

Women, the reports charge, are 
keeping their more costly gowns in 
| the trunk and wearing second 
|string wardrcebe in the jerkwaters. 
It is charged that many turns are 
spic and span in material and dress 
when playing New York and caught 
by the bookers there, but drop 
their Sunday clothes and language 
when outside the city limits. 

In the past week thé Keith secret 
scouts have reported about 10 acts 
las in need of severe discipline. 


houses 





| 


| 


Western RKO Has Private 
Records for Each Agent 


Agents squawking to  bookers 
about the number of acts rival 
agents get on the books will have 
to dig up a new complaint so far 
as the vest is concerned. 

Where formerly the checkup 
sheets listed ail agents and their 
bookings together, Charlie Free- 
man’s booking division now has a 
separate sheet for each agent. This 
makes it impossible for one agent 
to know what the other is doing or 
has done. 

For eastern records the old check- 
up lists remain. 





No “Peaches” Tab 


“Peaches” Browning has called 
off her contemplated vaude return 
in a tab version of “Temptations” 
and will remain in Florida for a 
couple of months, accompanied by 
“Ma” Heenan. 

She is reported as having ap- 
proached bookers on the abbre- 
viated version of the legit piece and 
when unable to get immediate ac- 
tion, decided upon the Florida trip. 
She will resume vaude dates in a 
new trio act after the Florida visit. 


AGENCY TO INSURANCE 


Lew Heaney has quit the agency 
business. He has closed his office 
in the Bond Building, New York. 

Heaney, a former vaude actor, 
opened his agency a year ago. He 
is returning to his home town, 
Scranton, Pa., to start in the in- 
surance business. 








Tabs Replace Vaude 

Musical tab policy will elbow 
vaudeville out of Sol Brill’s Dycker 
theatre, Brooklyn, when opening 
March 22 for four weeks’ trial. 
Present fare is five acts and films 
on a split. Films continue with the 
tabs. 

Arthur Fisher, Dycker’s vaude- 
ville booker, also placed the musi- 
cals. 





F. & M. Units in Okla. City 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 11. 
The Orpheum changes Feb. 14 
from full week vaude to Fanchon 
and Marco units the first half and 
RKO vaude the last. 
Monday and Friday openings. 
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ness gave him a clue that his wife 
was working in a Hub night club. 

™n a tearful reunion. Mrs. Polley 
confessed she had left the family 
to find a job in Boston, and that 
she didn’t intend to return until 
she had made enoush money to 
take the family back home. 

And now the Pollevs are reunited. 


CHI. DIVORCES OFF 
Cold Weather Slows Down Desire 
for Separation 

Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Divorce market dropped off last 
week, with cold weather 
the couples together for 
being. 

Frances White got her 
from Clinton T. Donnelly, whom 
she married in 1923. They separated 
in 1926. Sylvia Rhein got her di- 


the time 


ship of a string of coffee pot diners 
is the successful move of William 
J. Carney (Carney and Wagner). 

Carney, working on the stage 
with his wife, Flo Wagner, found 
bookings not so good and opened 
a coffee pot at 32d street and Park 
avenue. Profits enabled him to open 
another at 54th and Eighth avenue. 
Today he has a chain of the little 
diners. 

The Carneys live in Hollis. 
are seven children 


There 





keeping 


diverce 





Carnera’s “Pals” 


| About New ‘Yok gentlemen 
jare offering Primo Carnera, the 
giant foreign pug who will make a 
lot of noise if he falls, to vaudeville 
bookers. A couple are bona fide 
agents. Rest are unknown to Primo 
or his managers and are chiselers 


' 
~o 


The Casey plan at once dispenses 
with all hat collections from the- 
atre patrons in every way. Its two 
prime factors are a midnight bene- 
fit performance. Once yearly for 
the NVA and the taxing of 10 cents 
on theatre passes. The gross of the 





|passes, with the 10-cent impost, 
lturn over to the NVA fund. This 
[has amounted to as much as $70,000 
jannually, with RKO alone, 

Will H. Hays, now here on his 
jusual business trip, is another with 
, whom Casey has conferred. Hays, 
| likewise, endorsed the Casey plan 
jand so communicated to the pro- 
jducer members of the Hays organ- 
‘ization, although the Hays organiza- 
tion is distinct from that headed by 
Casey. Hays is on production wel- 
fare, while Casey is the theatre end. 
With each division supporting its 
own, 

Hays-Casey Spheres 
An outcome of the 


CONKLIN’S 2D VAUD TRY; 
WAS DISGUSTED BEFORE 


é 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Chester Conklin, who recently left 
RKO, disgusted with vaudeville as 
he had found it in the east, is return- 
ing to the same field, but this time 
for Loew’s. 

Picture comic opens March & at 
Loew’s, Akron, O., booked by Walter 
Meyers, and is in on a route. 

Anita Stewart, also set by the 
;}same agent, is again going vaude. 


} 
i She opens at Loew’s, Akron, Feb. 15. 


Rules on Old Glory 


Washington, Feb. 11. 
House has a new bill defining just 
what can and what cannot be done 











or wise guys looking for a spot to 
muscle in. Idea is to gain a book- 
er’s interest and get an offer, then 
wire Carnera about it. 

One of the few genuine authori- 
zations around is held by Marvin 
Welt, who has a wire from Carnera 
which mentions $10,000 as the week- 
ily minimum the huge gent will take 
to shuffle his dainty brogans on a 
vaudefilm rostrum. For $10,000, say 
j the bookers, Primo would be an aw- 
| pully expensive slice of something. 


voree from Erving Rhein on two 
charges. Bill, filed through Leo 
Weisskopf, claimed that Rhein 
spent all his money on horses and 
trailed his wife from place to place, 
socking her everv he caught 
up with her 


time 





Driver Says Couldn’t See 
Her—Midget Run Down 


Cincinnati, Feb. 11. 
Llonka Blaszek, 40, one of Ike 
Rose’s midgets, suffered a fractured 





Finds Baby 


leg here Sunday when knocked 
down by an automobile. The little 
lady will be confined in the local ( ‘nine Feb. 11. 


Ed Carruthers (Batnes and Car- 
ruthers) found a three weeks old 
baby boy on the porch of his home 
here and will legally adopt the in- 
fant. 


Jewish Hospital for eight weeks. 

Driver of the car maintains he 
didn’t see the lilliputian while back- 
ing from an alley adjoining the 
Newland hotel. Miss Blaszek was 
on her way to the Albee theatre 
when the ace ocevrred. 


Leow’ s “Name” Acts 





ident 


Loew’s has taken Billy Dooley 

Gerson’s Coffee Date sailor comic of Christie Films, to | 

, antnt,, |open Feb. 22 at Akron. 

Acts will be paid for entertaining Other “names” booked are Ches- 
at the weekly jamborees Meyer Ger- ter Conklin, Akron, Mar. 8, and Jo¢ 
son is planning for his restaurant Z AS bet aa “— 

Laurie, Syracuse, Feb. 15. 
(Mrs. Gerson’s) in the Somerset, |~ . 


New York. Arrangement is to have 





the entertainers sit at the tables as BENNY IN TITLE ROLE 
guests and bust into their numbers Hollywood, Feb, 11 
in the embarrassed way when| Jack Benny will do a series 
Meyer. as m. c., calls upon them. pictures with Tiffany. 
It will be a genuine coffee and First will be in the name part of 
cake engagement “The Medicine Man” from the play 
Meyer says lay-off: ill be given | bY Elliot AA Ag Ve oe 
preference. He calls thet tors | Although his con ; i 
not otherwise occupied.’ | has four months to ru Bet ny ge. 
!cured his release by mutual consent 
Benny was luct to re¢ ale 
JEWISH GUILD SERVICES ithough drawing a salary 
The annual Memorial Services of ee 
the Jewish Theatrical Gifild will be Trixie’s Shorts 
held in Temple Emanu-FE! on up- Hollywood, 
ner Fifth avenue, New J , t | Pathe ne ting with T: 
12:30 Pp. m., Feb. 16 ranza tor e 26 medies. 
——_____ Contr l] be for year 
| 7 
, Tom Howard in Short | £. M. Orowitz, in chargé RKO 
his eriginal role in Co's “Tein yd | national ‘ xploitation, ic now edito 
. 2Uls as of “Voice of RKO, the ci reuit’s £ 
Shine,” Tom Howard wil! lake a l conf idential organ for managers and | 


talker short for Warners. ‘employees 


ore 


‘single midnight 
|formance in every town where the 


Casey-Hays 
with the “flag, colors, ensign, stand- 
ard, coat of arms, or other insignia 
of the United States.” 

Bill strictly prohibits the placing 
of any advertising matter in any 
manner, shape or form on tie flag. 
Also the flag cannot be used in 


conferences has been that each will 
remain within his own division 
eliminating any pessibility of con- 
flict in direction by either. This 
will throw the entire burden of 
stage unions relations with the the- 
atres upon Casey’s VMA supervi- 








sion. connection with advertising under 
One of the first matters Casey will |the proposal. 

take up when his financing will have Paper mentions nothing about 

j} been completed is the finishing of |acts using a “flag” finish. 


lthe NVA sanatorium at Saranac. !| 
{The amount still required for that 
bjective is $300,000. it is estimated 
the total needed for the operation 
fof the NVA Club in New York, with 


ASHES OVER TIMES SQUARE 
The of Howard Langford, 
vaudevillian who died Jan. 20, were 


ashes 


la pension list of over 225 profes- |scattered over Times Square from 
|}sionals weekly, and the Saranac /the air Monday morning by his 
| sanatorium along with the VMA, | widow, Myra. 

| which is a minor expense, will ap- Plane was piloted by Roger Wi!- 


nearly $1,000,000 a year. 
In return for the privilege of a 
benefit NVA per- 


HMams. 





CONNOLLY BENTHAM ALLY 








'Casey nember chains operate, the Mike Connolly, formerly repre 
| local houses will hold a special ex- | senting Edward Small Agency in 
ploitation and ballyhoo “NVA week.” | New York has shifted alliance. 
This will be during the period of the He is allied with the M. S. Ben- 
midnight performance for which all | tham Agency and will handle piec- 
houses, actors, and staffs in town /ture bookings out of the latte) 
will co-operate. All professionals in ize) ; 
town will likewise co-operate as re- ‘iscaliiatilsiiaeiliaie 
| quested with the theatres during 
the NVA week, exclusive of the | Hunting and Francis Again 
jlone midnight performance for the Hunting and Francis are planning 
INVA. a comeback for vaude after threes 
In the majv j ingle big | year absence 
benefit show will be held in onej| Since the team retired Tony 
;}downtown house and it will not in- | Huntir 4 as been onerating the 
iterfere with the gular theatre rou- |Palace at Red Bank, N. J. 
tine. Neither will the midnight ben- 
«fit be held in any theatre ace ~~ a 
tomed toa } ¥y of midnight she ‘ ninistration of the 
On Sundays i NVA, headed Eddie Cantor as 
A ete cxample « mutual } pr dent, went into office last April 
benefit of th Case show, | The NVA « e week and benefit 
other than the exeuse f the NVA Iw be he s year short! fie 
hallvhoo week. i ¢ ' n closed |} ts fs ly. 
Sund towns or stat the NVA Casey ha en working out 
enefit will be held « * ia asa | details of ] fir neing pian or 
a ‘ event witl ly admis some ¢ It was temporarily 
ion ‘at the box office nad without | blocked by the Fox affair. William 
;}an audience collection of any na-|Fox is the president of the NVA 
ture The abolishment of the aisle | special fund, which maintains the 
jcollection for the NVA, ase has been | NVA Club and also the VMA. 
made customary in the past, Is in All of the larger theatre ehains 


line with the announcements made ;ane VMA members. 


r ——— ee — ——_— = — 
a + ; 
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PLENTY TOUGH BREAKS OF; DICK AT IT AGAIN 
Boomerang Joke Alt CHAINS KAY In Albee’s Office | ’ 
i ? 
BUT POLLEYS REUNITED hee 2 | BENNETT’S STAGE PAN 
| Hollywood, Feb. 11 On May 1 David Sarnoff, 
eal ih al A practical joke designed to 5 4 | president of the Radio Cor- 
Providence, Feb. 10. embarrass a honeymoon cor ple } poration, is expected to take : : ; 
Vaudeville team of Polley and proved a boomerang for Mort || desk room in the Palace build- Keith's is sure it w never play 
4 Co. was definitely reunited last Downey. | ing in that office forme: ly oc- | Richard Bennett again fter what 
i? week in its motor van home, which Tenor landed in hot water i cunied bv E. F. Albee he told the audience from the stage 
as 3j reek - a . } —P + ’ } 
Sar the yak six weeks Bee Down |] with the Laber Bureau as the Sarnoff, as chairman of the |! of the Fordham theatre, New York 
stranded in the rear of a garage in result of an advertisement he Pass Tax of 10c and Mid- | RKO board of directors, has on 
North Providence, inserted in a local daily for || coh B fi A |] been voted a salary of $50,000 {jin his final performance there las 
Story begins with an empty cash Mexican and Japanese laborers nig t ene ts Cross | a year for his guidance. He | Tue sday night. On the other hand, 
box, a pair of 1929 Lilinvis license to apply for employment at | Country—No Collections | will not move UptoOWN perriia i'Bennett declares he'll never play ‘ 
me ¢ ; = Ss - e ~ . . > " 7 ‘ i 
wentes and ne ger Fst and Mrs. the home of Eddie Sutherland, —Hays-Casey to Handle } ne ntly, but the former Alb [for Keith’s again of his own volition i 
Polley, with four children ranging in the director, the morning after Own Division Start on/| offices will be at his disposal i ; ' 
age from one to eight years, found the latter’s wedding. ° 7 he |} on and after that date. | Feeling seems to be quite mutual 4 
themselves in North Providence Stink ad whe teak Completion of Sanitarium | Bennett by now ts as well knows qi 
in January. They couldn't move on, were awakened by a crowd of for “telling all” to theatre patrons ¢ 
as there wasn’t enough money to Mexicans and Japanese out- FOX OPEN DOOR SLAMS as he is for legit actins hat Dick , 
apply for a new registration for the side their home creating a dis- NVA WEEK IN APRIL ee 
van. Kindly citizens permitted them turbance. Mexicans, who are Kibitzer Indie Agente Wish Them- |Pennett is thinking « blage : 
to park their home in North Provi- | familiar with the Californi selves Outside Looking In hat he says, whethe t's written 
dence while os ragee ug" ye Labor laws, sought the help Los Angeles. Feb. 10 | -———_—— in the part or not At Fordham 
| Situation OOoK a urn or 1e 2  .. niecio Rarker | : ee 90 “igs ‘ } on ' *$ a6 ® witht ‘franchice |; a 
- : in Snider <td Tine of Labor Commissioner Barker | A tentative cutline for the per- | The Fox ¢ uit will enfranchise | pennett put the Keith booking of- 
| worse when Mrs. ey, who hi when finding there was no job manent financing of the Nationa) |®sents beg-nning March 1. A the RKO circ i 
hi . os singing : » ‘ ‘ 5 ane . : , : = fice, circuit and ever ' 
meanwhile taken a position singing to be filled. Barker has sum- Variety Artists and Vaudeville Man- | Despite its previous decision to € re KA cire nd eryone * 
in a Providence cataret. suddenls moned Downey to appear and ||, ors’ Association has been reached |Operate with open door policy, some [connected with either or both on the 
Rios > ™~ arlac ay jane Is , de at t « ¢ } 
disappeared, Charles Polley Ress show reason why he should not iby Pat Casey. who has been eut lof the kibitzer independent agents | pan. 
on ° ~ta % ‘ara sf > J « wASCY, Aa j eer - > . . 
his tome children were left behind pay the laborers for the loss here for two weeks on behalf of |that had been allowed to submit | Reason was that Bennett wanted 
EPOGREOnES BAOETS MAGEE & honest of time and carfare his prank both organizations jacts are reported as precipitating |$°,500 a week from Keith's for play- 
performance for the stranded vaude cost them. Gust bat been tn coneuiiotion the franchise arrangement. ing vaudeville and Keith's disagre: 
— gion core hae gare ge with Hiram S. Brown, head of| Jack Loeb, chief booker, is re- | z2 
peg new nes plates “nf his OFF THE HOOF | Radio-Keith-Orpheum, who is here |ported fed up on the outsiders clut- | ; 
re 3 >V g < f § i | ° 
‘ p= isi by: has , da itering up the agency and register- | 
sa : ane > ae deans jfor a visit. grown has approve 5 
ping A yng po Peceggyi a — ithe Casey plan, which also has been |ing squawks. ar ers en ouse or 
é Ps al € ° | “ . ° ’ 
ye ry his wife, refatine-to believe Former Vaude Dancer Operating |submitted to the operators of the | The franchise arrangement is to t m N F hi . ; 
( Ss i. e s . Re. . a in 
: ae . String of Restaurants |big theatre chains which are the/ keep the kibitzers out. en S; 0 ranc 1se< “i 
that she had deserted him in the (seen se ts edie : oes 4 
h f A Metetia tn at eathe money support of the NVA and . 
SEE. C5 BOSS, FreeEes hh Sw : From hoofing in vaude to owner- | VMA, | ea yi 





The Publix system 
elimination of agents 
sirable will obtain in 
Bros. booking office, it 
Thought of franchising 
resentatives is out, 
Keith edict. 

Anyone can enter the WB book- 
ing office to offer talent. When 
agents are found to be unreliable. 
the “automatic” features of elimi- 
nation will follow the unwillingness 
of the office to do further business 
with them. 


of automatic 
rated unde- 
the Warner 
is reported. 
artist rep- 
following the 


Wandering Lew 


Hollywood, Feb. 1L 

Lew Golder left Hollywood last 
night (Monday) on the start of a 
special and unique roving mission 
for Warners. He will go anywhere 
his judgment dictates in a sgilent 
quest for talent and investigation of 
local conditions, 

No [instructions have been given 
Golder, nor will his movements be 
secretive. Jack Warner selected 
him for the unusual job because of 
Golder’s long training in show busi- 
ness and his seasoned judgement. 

Golder was formerly in charge of 
Warners vaudeville booking office 
in New York and is under a term 
contract. 











Miller-Lyles Re-unite 


Flournoy Miller and Aubrey Lyles 


|will reunite as a stage team. The 
colored comics recently separated, 


Miller forming a new act with a 
white partner, Mack McKinley, 
while Lyles went abroad. 





Miller has just recovered from 
an iliness lasting several weeks, 
| Lyles will join him upon his Fe 
turn from Europe. 
| FRANK NEWMAN’S SHORTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 11, 
| Frank Newman, former Kansas 
_City theatre operator, who has been 
dabbling with an investing firm the 
past few years, is branching out 
again in show biz ting by 
jturning out a novelty one-reeler 
y | called “Humanettes a sort of 
‘Punch and Judy” idea with Babe 
| Kane in it. 
| Newman is negotiat a dis- 
tribution tie-up. He ex: make 

6 of these shorts 
| 

MacDowell’s L. |. Picture 

John MacDowell, ‘ ppeared 

musicals, legit Pub- 

x unit shows, goes Man 

Manhattan” (Par n pre- 
n at Astoria, Long | a, 
simak 

Windsor, Bronx, sul revit 
stand, will play Sum \aude bee 
ginning this week. Figh: = book- 


ied vy Jack Linder. 
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BUNK DANCE SCHOOLS 
GETTING COAST COIN 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Bootleg agencies in the form of 
dance schools are operating here. 
State and city officials have started 


a drive to make them conform to 
the rules - a4 ‘rning employm t | 
agents, after a number of co 


plaints have been lodged by 
mate bookers 


In most of the asses. ft . lance 
achool is a gyp outfit operating 
much like the fi bunk schools 
They advertise for giris to do stag 
and picture Wr 24 
answer the ads, they are told fl 
have to take special instructions 
The special work usually costs the 
dancer around $5 During the time 
she ts studying, the girl is used in 


line work for fndie pictures, club | 


shows and small time vaude. She 
fa told this is practice. When her 
period of tuition has ended she is 
told to wait for a call When the 
call does not yme, the squawk | 
ia on 





ENOS FRAZERE 


“Acme of Finesse” 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 8) 
KEITH-ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Managers 5 
LEWIS MOSELY & LEE STEWART 











‘ILL AND INJURED 


George Shaeffer, divisional sales 
manager, Famous Players, broke his 
wrist last week 

Mother of Sally Fields is very ill 
at her home f{n Canada. 





Alfred Hiles Bergen, singer, in 


| 
| Milwaukee, 
! 


Riverside sanitarium, 


following a nervous breakdown. 
w Ris leg Pres erian 
Schntid of th 
“oll, recovering fro ippendi- | 
3 4 t Pol i 
, Hawks i S. Naval hos- 
tal, Brooklyn, for treatment. He 
3 ) i to lea there in a few 
. ¢ ~ 
| Jrene Franklin of “Sweet Adeline” 


| (Hammerstein) 
foperated upon for appendicitis in 
| Fifth Avenué hospital, New York, 
| Monday. Dr. Herbert S. Chase, her 
reports her condition as 


was successfully 


| physician, 
| favorable. 
Vera Walton had to cancel vaude 
| dates, due to the illness of her son. 
| Boy is in a Paterson, N. J., 


hospital. 





HELEN KOLB’S DIVORCE 

| 

Helen Kolb was granted an in- 
|terlocutory decree of divorce in the 
iN. ¥. Supreme Ccurt from Florenz 
| Kolb, known on the stage as Florenz 
| J mes. Mrs. Kolb alleged statutory 
|offense with an unnamed waman at 
a Broadway hotel, Oct. 7. 

Question of alimony was 
considered 


not 
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THIS WEEK 





OMNOLENT 
MELODIST’ 


R-K-O 
Kenmore, 


BROOKLYN 


(Feb. 8) 





| 


Mitzi, Sari and Mary 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





So the wife and I took the two tickets and went to the Liberty. To 
see Mitzi in “Sari.” It’s a revival of Emmerich Kalman’s operetta 
which opened in this same theatre about 10 years ago. As I sald before 


it’s a revival with most of the original cast. Of course the chorus is 
new, and what a chorus. Especially one litt's girl. But we'll come to 
that later, 

Although I didn’t see Mitzi in the original show she couldn’t have 
looked younger and more charming than here. And cute as ever. She 
wore a dress in the last act that got a hand. Even the wife. liked it. 


It’s a tough job for a mug like me to review a play like “Sari.” In 
the first place I can’t pronounce it, and in the second all the characters 
have Hungarian names. Maybe they're French names. It’s Greek to 


me. The music is nice. No boup-de-doup stuff. You know what i 
mean. And the jokes were good jokes, 10 years ago. But remember, 


this is a revival Anyway, the audience laughed. 
nothing gaudy or flashy, and the chorus is great. 
girl. 
girl. 
I have a sister-in-law by the name of Mary who is a good looker, fine 
worker, and a swell kid to have with any show. She is my sister-in- 
law. Honest, you can ask my wife. In fact she’s her sister. Well, 
Mary, when she's laying off, lives with us. And she's got a pretty good 
appetitie. I'm not kicking, it’s only a case of three extra chops, an extra 
chicken, or a few more steaks. I don’t mind that so much, but when a 
feller has got to make fresh gin every other day, well, it adds up. But 
Mary is a swell worker and a good looker and she should never be out 
of work. In fact, I hope she'll work from now on. Not: that I'm kicking, 
mind you. I realize what relatives are for, but I hope ‘ 
ever. On the road. You know the old gag, “Absence makes 
grow fonder—and the gin last longer.” 

Mary is certainly great in this show. She isn’t a principal, just one 
of the chorus. Glad she isn’t a principal ’cause she’d lay off more than 
she does now. But the show is good—everyone in it is fine. Guess I'd 
better put a boost in for the stage manager, too. “Sari” should clean 
up, especially in the far west. 

If this is what columnists call “log-rolling,” that’s O. K, with me. 
I'll roll a log, in fact a couple of 'em, to keep Mary working. The Rasch 
girls in the show are doing the best stuff they've done in years, a fine 
troupe and the scenery is adequate (critic lingo). And if I want to I 
can tell you that Boyd Marshall, the leading man, and Mitzi are that 
way about each other. And why not? They’re husband and wife. That 
beautiful voice you hear from the wings when the girls sing off staga ‘is 
not Mary. 

The wife just poked her head over my shoulder and said, “I wish 
you'd say something about Mary. Give the kid a break.” Well, I will. 
She may cop herself a rich husband who'll back my play, “The Show- 


Costumes are oke, 
Especially one little 
Cast is good, as also the dances and the girls, especially one little 


Sari‘ runs for- 


the heart 


man.” But what I’m trying to get at is that Mitzi and “Sari” are a 
great road bet, and they've never seen a chorus girl like Mary in the 
west. . 





Pennington for Palace 


Ann Pennington, with a band, has 
been booked for the Palace, open- 


Theatres Proposed 


Cape Girardexsu, Mo.—(Park) 215)|. . 
Broadway. Owner, Fox Film Corp. Ar-|ing Saturday (15). 
chitect not selected. 


oe — 
DATA FOR KEITH UNITS 


Presa sheets containing complets 
data on Keith’s vaudeville road 
shows will be sent to all RKO vaude 
theatres four weeks in advance of 
the bills. Sheets will include full 
information on billing, spotting, ex- 


ploitation suggestions, special and 
personal press stories, paper lavy- 
outs, cuts, pictures and info a 


props needed, and will be similar to 
the informative press sheets cor 
piled by motion picture distribut 
Keith vaudeville press sheet, first 
of its kind, was adopted as an ex- 
ploitation idea for the stage bills 
by Ben Piazza and Mark Leusch« 
Setting the bills more than a month 
in advance, when made possible in 
the eastern booking department of 
Keith's, will pave the way for use 
of the stage press sheet wherever 
the intact bills are played. Western 
division, which has been booked up 
amonth ahead for some time, is 
ready for the sheet and will use it 
in all the western theatres by the 
end of this month or sooner. 
Managers will be notified as far 
as possible in advance of any cor- 
rections in information contained in 
the sheets when forced 
changes are made in the bilis. 
Booking office and publicity 
bureau are to co-operate in compil- 
ing material for the press sheets 


—REMEMBER ?— 


When the war boosted champagne 
from $5 to $7 in the New York cafes 
and everybody yelled? 

When Eddie Cantor returned from 
Europe and teamed with Eddie Kane 
for vaudeville? 

When the Four Marx Bros. were 
found to really have first names: 
Julius, Milton, Arthur and Leonard> 


When the notice stating “Acts are 
allowed two bows only” went up back- 
stage at the Palace? It's still there. 


When heft was an advantage for 
film comedians and John Bunny and 
later Fatty Arbuckle were the rage? 

When Pearl White was the first 
screen star to make personal appear- 
ances in vaudeville? 

When Paul Swan danced bare- 
legged at Hammerstein's and was billed 
ra “The World's Most Beautiful 

an. 


press 

















By AL TRAHAN— 





Elyria, O.—Cor. H. Broad and East Palace is only date arranged for 
avenue. Owner, Publix Theatres Corp. . 
Architects, Rapp & Rapp. her, Miss Pennington has been 

Essex, Md.—$40,000. Also stores.|. : : 

Owner, Essex Amusement Co. Gen. working in pictures lately. 
contr. let to J. Guzzo, Baltimore. 

Hautchisison, Kans.—-$35;000. Owner, - ~~ —— —$—$—$—<————— : = 

. Beck Zoological Corp. Architect 
not named. Policy not given. 

Milwaukee, Wis.—Wisconsin ava. bet. 


24 and 3d sts. 
Pictures, Inc, 


Warner Bros. 
Architects, Rapp & Rapp. 


Owner, 


Newberry, Mich.-—-Also apts. Owner, 
T. A. J. Shimmens. Architect, D. E. 
Anderson. Policy not given.. 
New York, N. ¥.—(Ait.) $30,000. 45- 
48 Bowery. Owner, Felix Holding Corp. 
Architect, C. M. Cajano. Policy not , 
given. 


Raciac, Wis.—(M. P.) $690,000. 
er, Fox Widwesco. Architect mot se- 
lected. Site, 411 Main st. 

Salamanca, N. Y.—-(M. P.) Also stores 


Own- 


and offices. N. Main st. Owner, Schine 
Theares, Inc. Architect, V. A. Rigau- 
mont. 

St. Bernard, O.—$100,000. Owner, St. 
Bernard Eagie Holding Co. Architects, 
Schulte & Crowe, Cincinnati. Policy not 


given. 

Syracuse, N. ¥.—3400,0006. 
and offices. 2308 James st. 
Witt Development Co. 


Also stores 
Owner, De 
Architect, M. 3. 


DeAngelis. 

Xenia, O.—375,006. Main st. Owner, 
J. T. Hibbert. Architect, H. E. Hen- 
thorn. Policy not given. 


Representative: 


HENRY SHEREK 





Keller and Hathaway cancelled 
first half at the Myrtle, Brooklyn, 











this week, due to illness of Miss 
Hathaway. ‘ 








Opened Palladium January 20, and 


Immediately Held Over Second Week 


With General Theatres Tour to Follow 


wo MILLI 


42, Cranbourn Street 
LONDON, ENG. 
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PAT HENNING. 


“VAUDEVILLE’S MUSICAL COMEDY STAR” 


WILL BE AT R.-K.-O. PALACE, NEW YORK, ALL THIS WEEK (FEB. 8) IF PAPA LASTS 


Direction JACK CURTIS, BERNARD BURKE 























SENSATIONAL 


KIKUTAS 


PALACE, NEW YORK, NOW (WEEK FEB. 8) 


Direction RUSSEL DECKER, WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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KEITH AGENTS 


LOYALTY PACT 


Recent violations of the rigid rule 
against booking with outside oppu- 
sition has caused Keith’s to re- 
mind all agents of the restrictions 
An 
warning 


in an extremely severe manner. 


order went out last week 


the agents to discontinue dealing | 
with other vaudeville booking of- 


fices on penalty of immediately los- 


ing their Keith franchise. At the 
same time Keith artists’ reps were 
asked to sign pledges of loyalty. 


Any breaking of the pledge will re- | 


sult in uncompromising dismissal of 
an agent from the booking floor. 
Numerous recent outside bovuk- 
ings were mentioned by the booking 
office when the agents were placed 
on the carpet. One agent .in 


ticular was mentioned in th2= warn- 


ings issued. A short time ago he 
booked a popular radio orchestra 
with Fox for theatres considered 


direct opposition to Keith houses. 
Offices under Keith's ban are Fox, 
Loew, Publix, Warner and all indies 
booking theatres considered opposi- 
tion to Keith’s. No restrictions 
against Keith agents placing acts 
for pictures, legit and radio. The 
formerly totally restrictive Keith 
agency franchises were stretched to 
exclude all fields but opposition 
vaudeville and presentations a year 
ago. Since then several agents’ 











par- 


Keith’s- Two-Man Limit 
On Selected 14 Agencies 


Not only will the Keith agency 


but, according to reliable reports, 
every agency then left will be re- 
stricted to one assistant. This will 
throw scores of agency boys on the 
outside, most of the franchised of- 
fices now having at least two and 
severa] of them three. 

Limitation of agencies to one as- 
sistant will impose on the heads the 
necessity of spending more time 
around the booking office, and also 
in theatres. This is wanted by the 
circuit, which for years has com 
plained about saddling of almost all 
agency work on the 

Less confusion in the booking of- 
fice is likewise expected. 

The odd franchises 
out March 1 will carry at least 
agents with them. 





assistants, 


Al) 


passing 


40 


Order on resirictions of booking 
floor assistants will likely not be 
issued until it has been decided 


who will comprise the remaining 14 


Comerford Deal 





Amalgamated office in New York 
Comerford’s own vaudeville book- 
ing agency which books six Comer- 


ford theatres exclusively in the indie 
|field, may pass out of existence if 
a deal reported pending between 
Keith's and Comerford goes 
through. Negotiations are on for 
the return of the Comerford group 
j to the Keith office, where they were 


|\booked for years until formation of | 


























list be reduced to 14 by March 1, | 





Holding Attention 


Radioing the show on the 
Sabbath in a closed Sunday 
town is a new stunt tried at 
the RKO vaudfilm house in 
Memphis. The opening day. is 
| Saturday. Sunday the vaude 
bill lays off, resuming Monday. 

On Sunday evening, to hold 
the continuous attention of the 
town, the vaudevillians go on 
the air. 











RKO-Erlanger Dickering 





'' Qn New Orleans Deal 


New Orleans, Feb. iN. 
RKO is dickering with A. L. 
Erlancer to acquire tha 


property 
on which the Tulane and Crescent 
theatres are situated. Hitch is a 
10-year sub-lease held by Publix- 
| Saenger on the Crescent which RKO 
would have to buy. 

| Erlanger has the lane-Cres- 
cent sites on a 99-yei lease with 
68 RKO, if getting the 
a 5,000 
possibility 


years to go. 


property, 
| 


plans 
a 
ent Orpheum (RKO) might go 
Erlanger in the deal as a legit 
house to replace the Tulane. Lat- 
j}ter has been without attractions 
most of this season. 


seater. 


There is the pres- 


VAUDE PRODUCERS IDLE 























39 Houses for 100 New York Indie 


~ ee 
e 


Agents; 50% Drop from Last Year 





Mid-season survey of the inde- 
pendent vaudeville booking field in 
New York reveals 39 theatres book- 


ed in the open and playing vaude- | 


| ville one or more days weekly as a 
| regular policy. Total is about 50% 
of the indie business as it stood at 
this time last year. General de 
pression and further inroads Dy 
talkers Srought about the huge de 
crease. 

These 39 are the remaining New 
York-booked 1udeville houses buy- 
ing their cts outside the Keith 


! 
| 





i} through Fally 
to} 


and Warner offices. 
At the present time there are but 


tour t 


Loew, Fox 


+ ~” — VY el 
MUCaAtLLCeSs att WW Ruaiis 


City limits playing indie vaudeville 


s4¢h is +1 
WACLtLATL LLIE 


—Grand Opera House, New York, 
and Tivoli, Brooklyn, both split 
weeks, booked by Alec Hanlon; St. 
George, Staten Island, split. and 


Queens (Saturday and 
booked by Arthur Fisher. 
Fisher is the undisputed leader o 
the met field, 
Markus’ 


Sunday), 


indie title 

retirement 
the time Fally blew had 
the .second best book. Of the 39 
bona fide indie stands now active 
the Fisher office is booking 20. A 
part was contributed by Bill Cloo- 
nan, heir to Markus time that 


Fisher 


at 
at 


tne 


|remained when Fally withdrew and 
|; who joined Fisher with his houses 











a short time ago. 


gained | 


| 
| Bedford and Scollay Square, Bost- 
| ton, two splits coniprising one full 


j} week, through William Morris of- 
fice. John Robbins features the 
| Embassy, North Bergen, N. J. 
Jack Linder, Stern & Gi Law- 
rence Leon and others o ess re 
|} pute are hanging on as best they 
can with one-day or week-end 
houses which change policy over- 
inight and are uncertain as to num- 
per. rrobably about 50 hvuses 
booked all told, with the strays in- 
cluded, 


| Fox holds forth the most lucrative 
spot for the indies out of the strictly 
1 


im donandent ir sith ite 
imucpenachnt iine, With itS Sma@ii 


time group of 15 and the nine regu- 
lar Fox houses, Warners’ and 
| Loew's are also open to the indies, 
|} although Loew gives preference to 
jits own franchised reps. Keith's 
| doors are closed and the indies with 
j}acts of their own must book through 
a Keith agent. 
Fisher's 20 
Philly; 
George, 


are: State, Trenton; 
Keswick. No. Philly; 
Freeport, Patchogue, 
Bayshore and Red Bank, splits; 
New Britain, Danbury, Middletown 
and Morristown, last halves; Queens, 
Union Hill and Rahway, Saturday 
'and Sunday; Nyack, Friday and 
Saturday; Floral Park, Lyndhurst 
;} and Dobbs Ferry, Sunday. 

Dows have Adams Bros. (formerly 


Towe ¥ 


st. 















































film, legit and radio bookings have | Amalgamated. Maddock Uses Acts For Shorts Then Of the 39, 18 are split weeks, two Pantages), Newark, full; Stamford, 
equalled their Keith vaudeville! The three Comerford houses re- | Disbands Them are fulls and the rest one, two or | New Brunswick, Red Bank, Palis- 
placements in commissions. maining with Keith’s at the start — three-dayers. Fisher’s 20 are com-j|ades, splits; Bristol, Sunday, and 
putin hialiiaeanicimmemist of this season, Elmira. Ithaca and Vaude producers are retrenching| posed of seven splits and the bal-| Perth Amboy. Amalgamated’s are 
|Binghamton, were withdrawn two |on production output, claiming there | ance in the one, two and three cate-|Providence, full; Wilkesbarre. 
RANDOLPH PAYS OFF months ago to join Providence, | are no spots on standard circuits| gory. A. & B. Dow office takes the | Scranton, Elmira, Ithaca and Bing- 

Los Angeles, Feb. 11. | Wilkes-Barre and Scranton on the |and refusing to accommodate for| deuce with seven stands, one full, | hamton, splits. 

Forbes Randolph, owner of the Amalgamated book. Providence is | the few independent spots left. C.| four splits, a Sunday and Perth | A glance at the list dispels all 
Kentucky Jubilee Singers, appeared |q full week stand and the rest splits.| B. Maddock, George Choos, Lee} Amboy, which plays acts on odd|wonder as to why few of the 100- 
before the State Labor Commission ee a en Stewart and others are marking| days, in accordance with its pic~-|odd indie vaudeville agents in New 
and settled all claims’ brought time. RKO, Loew, and Fox are re-| tures. York aren't making a respectable 
against him by members of the act.| CAPITOL UNITS IN 175TH ST. ported overloaded on production Amalgamated is the Goud abten with the bookers just two 
He failed to pay off after playing | When Loew’s sixth de luxe house | cts. theatre company's own booking of- | steps ahead of the agents on the 
the State, Long Beach, two weeks |jn the Greater New York area. the | Maddock has aligned with Pathe! fice and is booking six, five splits | bread line. And hundreds of acta 
ago. inew 175th Street, opens Feb. v2, it | for sound reproduction of a num-/and one full. | working for doughnuts, peanuts and 

Randolph explatned that the trip |win take unit shows direct from | ber of his former production acts Lawrence Golde is booking New | apples—and very happy to get ’em, 
from Australia here had left him |the Capitol. Following the new up- | He had hoped to keep the assembled anne 
short of money and that he had to |town house, the stage shows go to |easts together for another once 
wait until friends in the east came |the Paradise and thence to Brooklyn |®reound on the circuits, but after LOOKS GIFT HORSE IN MOUTH COAST METHODS 
to his assistance. land out of town. j screening he disbanded the acts Chicago, Feb. a. vig erg Oe. 

tele | Addition of the 175th Street gives | — no vaude dates were avail- Fe yori has closed the Car-| Agents vor Gubedent Worse 
” , « | able. “Ee 
BACK IN VAUDE Loew’s 12 de luxe houses for it: 3enson was left in charge when - 
units, which when figured with 11 ; ee ; - “—— : Me 

Billy and Elsa Newell, who | weeks in Loew vaude houses. means ° Carrell moved to New York to Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
jumped from vaude into “Woof, | ‘ f 2 dee ” the KENMORE JOINS SPLITS handle radio work, turning over the With bad conditions for vaude 
Woot” at the Rovale. are back in|®* guarantee of 32 weeks for. the | | Office with only one house on the 
vaude, They play : weeks for artist engaged for the shows. | Stated because all other Keith books. actors existing on the Coast, per- 
Loew and then Zo iblix. Don Albert will be conductor and | neighborhoods around New York formers from everywhere are 

Newells will head a unit in April “wild” Oscar the permanent or- jare splits, the Kenmore, Brooklyn, sauawkin ighty about the knif- 
for the latter chain. leanist. Manager will be Bernard changes from full to half week bills PIAZZA IN CHICAGO squawking mighty abou f 

Thomas. Saturday (15). House has been| Ben Piazza, Keith booking depart- |i" and underselling methods used 
,under present policy several |ment’s business manager, left for|by indie agents. The latter go the 

DAVID’S JUDGMENT imonths Chicago Friday. , ; . 
5. limit on grabbing off what there is 

Benjamin David, agent, secured a F. & M. IN SPOKANE Conversion of the Kenmore to| He is expected back this week, 
judgment in full for $900 against Los Angeles, Feb. 11. |split leaves only two Keith stands | 4enials in the meantime being made left out here, the acts say. 

Dolores, Eddy and Douglas, for- i Ne a too . 7 apie |that there is any thought of moving| oth ents around town com- 
merby with “Broadway Niehts ” Fanchon & Marco presentations around New York on a full week some of.the. western stafl to: the er ag 

David sued for commissions due | Will invade Spokane Feb. 27. |basis, Palace and Albeg. 'New York books. plain plenty because of these 
while the team was under contract They will play one week stands | —— tactics. They claim ginless it is 
to him. at the American, operated by the | Chicago, Feb. 11. remedied there will be nothing left 

Grombacher interests. Shows will | PUBLIX BOOKINGS Ben Piazza was here over the|out here, besides driving acts to 
. here from Vancouver. New acts booked for Publix units; week-end surveying the Chicag lesperation. 
é Rigo aa snag a » sate Dina sta neat Bobby Jackson, Max Ellos, bacting séietiiten ont pd ha te mies 
o that Babe Egan and Redheads é ‘ Art Kahn, Nelson and Knight,; RKO floor. 
agg = By Bey a, bs A X Kalcheim to Chi ‘ | Townsend and Bold, Pickard Syn- If any changes they will be an- Oriental RKO Booked 
week's Palace bill and set ahead os Nat Kalcheim of the William | .onaters, O’Donnel and Blair, and|nounced from New York. Chicago, Feb. 11, 
Feb. 22. Morris office, leaves for Chicago. Billy and Elsa Newell. Lew Kane's Oriental, Detroit, has 

Egan’s Redheads worked with | Feb. 14, on a combination business Bookings through William Morris Louis Goldberger, new KKO/| been added to the western RKO 
Healy on bills in the middle west | 2nd vacation. He will be gone — managerial assignment at the | booking lists. 
before going to Europe. about 10 days. | Sotersa.© - Franklin, N. Y¥. . Policy of five acts, full week, 

olore nsemble 
The 82 colored singers who ap- | = = ee ————_———_ ————— 
peared in Vincent Youmans’ “Great | 
. ‘ P ° Day” are doing broadcasting and | HE’S DIFFERENT 
Musical Acrobatic -:- Comedy Rythmic are due in the picture houses. 
‘ ‘hey are scheduled for the Cap- | ISON 
Quality y . of Films | i: ia ee ¥ £ “Vaudeville’s Master Salesman” 
rien s not working with . E 
Thanx: AL GROSSMAN Jack Sparling. Doing an act with PLAYING LOEW’S NEW YORK THEATR s 
Officer Wells. Direction NORTH & FLAUM 
LATE STAR OF “BLACKBIRDS” 
NO e * o > . 
. . 7 . 
P. S.—_Thanks to Bill Robinson Direction MARTY FORKINS 
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NBC Artists’ Bureau in Direct 
ompetition with Keith Agents 


—— ee + 





Artists’ Bureau of the National] the, NBC is permitted to book 

: he direct with. Keith's. in competition 

Broadcasting Co., which handles La Ng ae ye Bia 2 Ag ie apd ese 4 
radio and theatre bookings for COn- | while charging commission amount- 
tract artists on a commission basis,|ing to three times what the Keith 
lagents are permitted under the 


competitor to ag 


erms in 


has declared itself a ae . : 
tnelir tranchis 


Although K 


the Keith agents in its action in the 


NBC 
Ponselle 


eith’s and are 


case of Carmela 





joint subsidiaries of one organiza- tk , A ith 6 aiatiee: | 
: $0 ‘ ‘ . + , € bs ; oo l u "uin- | 
‘he opera and radio contralto Was|tion, Radio, the ether  branch’s |} onto ae ance , fh - ; 
: } ae : » , 4 se ; Sf se gravel |} 
hooked hv Keith’s for three WeeKS [| artists huréa frequently places acts | Ing those er ane bag irs pani 
through Jeff Davis, Miss, Ponselles | jn picture houses considered oppo- | bs » ta th . rier oe anal er 
- 84) ‘ ns : so ; ; : ck to that park a second time 
authorized Keith ager She opens | gition to Keith or Keith-booked the- | me it ie it rir tl 
1 7 ‘ ; . Vy vaiues are 2itering ne 
this week in Providence, ‘with: Port- | atres,..in addition to its concert he 3 id bly i h t ld 
e rer y i picture considerably in Such DUSY Old | 
land and Boston’ scheduled there-| placements.’ ! Rudy Vallee and Amos re o * oe Deion wine 
: bas : ee ; , ime spots as Con slan¢ rher 
after. Further time is being ar-|-y?' Andy’‘are the outstanding ex- © 6 a y 
: ‘ a7 9 5 inew assesement values and new 
ranged to follow at a salary report- | amples. Both were booked With | cal A pronase od 
- ! ‘ . one - 19.) rentals slappe on ¢ ators w 
éd to be $5,000 a week. Publix ‘by the NBC after Keith's] - DI erp 
brea igh aris Cee : poser es ‘ the expiration of long-time favorable 
NBC's booking bureau has] sienified it could not compete in r hak teen teiteeiatind abanese then & nom 
. ' P as an ‘ . eases Nné assing 
filed a formal claim,. with, Keith's] the salary. bidding for the two at- ughté I 


Miss: Ponselle’s 
Claim is based 


for commissions on 
vaudeville bookings. 


tractions. 


on a personal and exclusive con- 
tract under which the NBC con- WORKS FOR PARKS 
tends it is entitled to commission | 
on all of Miss Ponselle’s engags ‘ 
ments, stage or ether. Ai 

Personal contracts under which (Continued from page 1) 
artists and acts are bound to the strong note of optimism. They say 
NBC egpaeng the broadcasting 1930 will be a big season and many 
rete rea ptisarman ait ‘kine are laying their plans aceordingly. 
200 ae under pec abe contract to There is talk “ at least three new 
NBC at the present time. Miss park rides being sprung whereas 
apg ; ; : ; in the past one a year could be ex- 
Ponselle’s name is among eight : 


pected and if two were launched 


other contraltos on the NBC's list that was a good sign. 


of contract artists. 

NBC bureau’s claim is up for 
consideration in the Keith booking 
office. Reports are the NBC's 
demands do not include a complaint 
against Davis’s intrusion as vaude- 
ville representative of one of its 


Parking Space 
The amusement park of the future 
will cover a lot of acreage and em- 
brace a:raft of things old fashioned 
parkmen would consider irrelevant 
to the business. Parking automo- 


exclusive radio broadcasters. NBC} piles is a big problem and to handle 
is requesting the usual commis-|a big crowd more parking space is 
‘sion, to which it claims it is en- 


needed than actual space for the 
amusement midways. Only about 
180 cars can be parked to the acre, 
so to make room for several thou- 
‘sand cars on a busy day is going 
to require a lot of parking acres. 
And parking must be gratis. The 
passing of the park in congested 
jareas is. blamed on the fact that it 


Vaudeville Acts, Talkie Shorts \is impossible to allow free parking 
‘ }at such a spot as Rockaway, for 


and Broadcasters, ~ alls serail prep 
Also Show Doctors | iistance; where the park is located 
so ctor ;on a narrow peninsula amd realty 
HARRY W. CONN 


}valués are high. 
AUTHOR 

Room 433, :1658 B’way, New York 

CIRCLE 3094 


titled by contract. 
Trouble is looked for later on if 


MURRY HART SERVICE 


Material Furnished for 














|; The amusement park of the future 
will include not only an auto park- 
ing lot of considerable size, but also 
a tourist camp and, as in the case 
ms of the more progressive parks such 
PACIFIC | as the one opened in the past couple 
COAST | seasons at Pittsburgh, Pa. called 
| Burk’s Glen, a golf course. Burk’s 
| Glen had a 9-hole course last sea- 
| 
| 

















ARTISTS 


WRITS --- WIRE ~-- PHONG 


PHIL _A.FREASE 


PRANK, COL DEN 


son and this is being increased to an 
LIN 5975--- SAN FRANCISCO 


18-hole course for the coming sea- 
| son. And don’t be surprised if 
the aviation field makes its bow 











will 


| pair of 


fin conjunction with an amusement 


park somewhere. It may sound 
like a fanciful thought, but it is 
being considered seriously by some 
operators this. season. 


Consider the Flap 

The establishishing of a gas sta- 
tion and an auto accessory store 
on the lot where gas and acces- 
sories may be bought at city prices 
and not at an advance over city 
prices. The 1930 flapper has to be 
considered too, it seems. Park men 
tell you she has $20 tied 
up in a pair of shoes and a 
hose and parking lot 
must be so placed that hop 


the 


she can 


|from the boy friend's fiivver right | 


of some who have been in 
for years. The original operators 
of one of the oldest roller coasters 


at Coney Island had to give up the} 


ghost within the past few years| 
i because of this situation. 

The amusement park of the future 
will be a gigantic operation not on| 
| the outskirts of towns where there | 
is enough population in the sur- 
rounding territory to draw from, 


but the park will be miles out from 
the center of activity and there will 
be entertainment for every 
of the family. 

Parkmen feel the worst years are 
over and the tide is about to turn 
and are laying plans accordingly. 


$1 a Year for House 


Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 11. 
If the Thursday Morning Music 
Club of Roanoke is willing to main- 
tain the building, make necessary 


dollar a year rental, it can have the 
old Academy of Music, long closed. 

The club contemplates using the 
Academy for concerts and the first 
scheduled is Rosa Ponselle in 
March. 





JUDGMENTS 


Fox Film Corp.; Fidelity Trust Co.: 
$53,066.06. 


Rialto Tourist Co., Inc.; J, H. Hal- 
sted; $981.45. 

Gotham | Photoplays Corp.; Peter Vis- 
cher; $1,375. 

Merit Newspaper Tyct e Corp.; Public 
Press, Inc.;, costs, $14 


Bros., Inc.; $1,409.09. 
Waldorf Theatres Corp.; 
atre Corp.; $16,452.39. 
Lina Coen; Musical Courier Co., Inc.; 
$303.28. 
Dora De rues: Musical Courier Co., 
Inc.; $63.2 
Hiobsken. ‘Theatrical ©o., Inc.; 
Miller, $455.51, 


Shubert The- 





Marine Swimming Pool, Ine.; Otto 
Stahl, Inc.; $872.34. 

Bankruptcy 
Grant Publications, Inc.; liabilities, 


$123,042; 























assets, $11,177. 
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spots | 


member | 


repairs, pay taxes and contribute a} 


Pan American Hospital, Inc.; Seeman | 


Inside Stuff—Vande :, 


A picture star returning from an eastern tryout for RKO is telling a 
story of treatment by an agent for that circuit which is not inspiring 
to other picture people contemplating vaudeville. The star says he went 
east at the solicitation of the agent and was informed he would have 
to break in for small money before securing regular houses and salary, 
He played a couple of eastern break-ins and was informed by the agent 
the salary in each had been $500, the amount he received from the 
less commission. 

At a party in New York one evening the picture star told a booker of 
his experience, mentioning the $500 opening weeks. The booker 
he had booked the star his first at $1,750 as a cut salary for the 
showing The picture comedian queried his agent and the latter tola 
him he had deducted the $1,250 to pay for the extras required for his 
debut. The agent said nothing about the full salary, the 
because “it would only have mixed up matters.” 

So the picture man left New York for the trek 
disgusted. 





agen * 





replied 
week 


actor said, 


back to Holly wood, 
completely 

Eddie Leonard, who is 
“Southern Melodies” 
ihe shock of when infurmed he 
show. He entered objections, declaring it 
to warm up. F 

The 
but 35 


poses; 


playing his first 
unit at the Capitol, 


picture house 
New York, 


was to do 


date in Loew’s 
this week, 
_——s - 
wut 
takes him 


received 
liis life 


itu a Ts | 
ive itsiUles pei 


longer than that 


bookers and stagers explained to him 
minutes and 30 of the 35 
that there is the chorus, the band 
that if Leonard. stays on for 
the theatre, 
Anyway, 


that the entire unit 
are needed for other people and 


runs 
pur- 
and other specialties to con- 
more than five mirutes, it will 
a large picture house the turnover must 
accepting the Loew side of the argument, 






| sider; inean 
ia loss for 


be timed. 


because in 


Leon ard 


|} consented It should be interesting to watch him do it all in five minutes 
In vaudeville for many, many years Eddie T.eonard has spent mors 
than that just bowing. 

Keith’s, which is expecting to book Alma Rubens in a sketch, sent a 
representative to meet her at Harmon, N. Y., Monday morning, when she 

| was also met there by Ricardo Cortez, her husband. 

| The circuit expects to get Miss Rubens for a few vaude dates, but 


things now hinge on an offer the former film star has to appear in 
by Elmer Harris. Weber-Simon 
and had an opening date 
celled and the 
with her 


a play 
brought Miss Rubens east for vaude 
arranged. Since however, this has been 
sketches submitted thus far to Miss Rubens has 
approval. 


can- 
not met 


Novelty nights are flopping as box office magnets in the few indepen- 
dent vaude stands desperate enough to use them. The novelty night gag 
|runs from amateur nights to camouflaged radio nights, which amount to 
practically the same thing and has outlived its usefulness. 





Amateurs still around have gone high hat and won’t stand for the 
| seltzer squirt or hook exit to provide laughs and with these out the 
|} contestants don’t mean a thing. 

A Keith booker last week, after taking an act away from another 


agent and booking it with Loew after R-K-O, had refused to use the 
turn, phoned the agent he had taken the act from and asked for a loan 
of the scenery and lighting. Naturally he was refused, with the other 
agent doing a burnup after he banged down the receiver. 
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Palla Everybody l—Siul 


EIGHT MONTHS AWAY FROM HOME IS A LONG TIME 
BUT WILL BE BACK SOON 


American Representative, HARRY WEBER 


LONG TACK SAM 
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ROXY 
(Presentation) 
New York, Feb. 7. 

A comparatively quiet week at 
the Roxy. Battalions of ushers are 
rehearsing formations in the lobby, 
crisp commands manuevering them 
deftly around obstructions of potted 
plants and gaping citizens. In the 
top of the balcony neophyte ushers, 


without uniforms, are being shown | 


“the works” by stiff-backed old- 
timers. 
a party of visitors through the 
empty rows of gallery seats. There 
is an atmosphere of waiting for next 
week’s program, when “Happy 
Days” will bring Grandeur tq the 
Roxy. 


This week’s stage and pit presen- | 
tations are built to coincide with the | 


southern spirit of “Cameo Kirby” 
(Fox) feature. And inasmuch as 
Lincoln’s birthday also must be 
rung in, there is a miniature sketch 
by James Montgomery Flagg. 
wherein George Billings as Lincoln 
has a little chat with some of the 
spiritual singers he freed... Every 
syllable was audible from the bal- 
cony’s last row, a tremendous. trib- 
ute to the theatre’s architects. 

To view a Roxy presentation from 
the back of the balcony is an ex- 
perience second only to donning the 
first pair of long pants. With all 
the stage in sight, and the succes- 
sive rows in ensembles as clearly 
defined as a bird’s-eye view of Chil- 
licothe, presentations assume new 
form and beauty. And although 
performers individually become cre- 


ations in miniature, not a sound or | 


a note is lost. 

The entire Roxy troupe comes to- 
gether in the finale of “Way Down 
South in Dixie,’ a fullstage song 
and dance fiesta set on the lawn of 
a southern mansion, First scene is 
a cotton field, the Hall Johnson 
Negro choir chanting a spiritual as 
Roxy’s technicians let loose one of 
the best synthetic thunder and rain 
storms to be found at popular 
prices. Then “Call of the South” 
before drapes, featuring Claude and 
Wally Reese singing the number as 
Markert’s 32 dance in crinoline. 
Patricia Bowman and Leonide Ma- 
son strut before the same drapes in 
a blackface cake walk, alone on the 
stage and faring quite well. Finale 
is .the aforementioned full stage 
presentation, using 32 Roxyettes, 41 
mixed voices, Roxy ballet and plenty 
musicians in the pit. 

Highlighting the array of singing 
and dancing are Evans and Weaver, 
colored boys with a penchant for 
zippy leg eccentricities. The Roxy 
ballet also has its day in a stren- 
uous mammy dance. 

In the pit Joseph Littau directs a 
crowded mass of musicians and 
vocalists through Ferdie Grofe’s 
“Mississippi Suite,” and makes it an 
event. Singers were seated in the 
center of the enclosure, and 41 of 
them as compared to the army of 
musicians seemed like 12 from the 
dizzy balcony heights. 

Supper show Friday brought out 
14 Movietone and Metrotone news- 
reel clips, besides a Universal 
“Sporting Youth” two-reel comedy 
which was missed at the first eve- 
ning deluxe performance. But 
things, as has been mentioned, are 
comparatively quiet this week. An 
usher in the lobby is distributing 
tinted handbills heralding next 
week’s Grandeur display of “Hanpy 
Days.” Next week he’ll probably be 
too busy to bother with handbiils. 

Bang. 


ORPHEUM 
Brooklyn, Feb. 8. 

This 1,780-seat RKO relic of 
straight vaude days has been in 
straight pictures since last April, 
but in the black only since fall. It 
SaW as much red with films as it 
did with vaudeville—until Joe Lee 
stepped in. 

Lee previously made his rep by 
keeping the names of Harry Hou- 
dini and Tom Mix on the front 
pages. The Orpheum proposition 
was tougher because it was dif- 
ferent. No dailies to crack. The 
Orpheum in pictures with a two bit 
top during the week was looking 
for attention that couldn’t be gained 
exclusively through the papers. 
Theatre’s fate was a cinema mix- 
ture of clucks (90%) and good pic- 
tures (10%). The good ones were 
second runs at the Orpheum. 

By circusing the place and mak- 
ing them nod and gape at the front 
Lee put the Orpheum over. Fronts 
were so constructed and painted 
that they could be seen two blocks 
away. They were loud and gaudy, 
and attractive in their gaudy way. 
They could afford to be at two bits 
for second runs. They turned the 
trick and the Orph was out of the 
crimson. 

Once in a while Lee seems to re- 
member the dailies. At the Green- 
Point, which Lee also manages, a 
couple of chicken-hearted burglars 
were scared out of the house late at 
night before they reached the loot. 
Mechanics were working on the 
sound apparatus in the booth and 
when the thieves entered the dark 
theatre a picture was being tested. 
The film dialog read something like 
this: “Halt! What are you doing in 
here?” So the burglars, not know- 
ing it was only a sound track, took 


A theatre attache conducts | 


it on the lam. Anyway, that’s Lee’s 
story and he stuck to it. Page one 
for the Greenpoint, also a two bit 
topper, 

Solly Schwartz also knows this 
sort of theatre management, which 
is the only management today above 
the caretaker class. Slamming the 
Orpheum over with nothing but a 
front to sell involves showmanship. 

Orpheum does six a day on a 12- 
hour grind. Scale is 15 cents to 1 
o’clock; 25 to 5; 15 again to 5:30, 
and back to a quarter thereafter. 








top is half a slug. 
program weekly 
Saturday). 
| Opposition 
| 

| 


(Wednesday 


is the straight aim | 
Strand (Warners) across the street, | 
playing first runs day and date 
with the Strand, New York, and 
scaled higher than the Orph. Fea- 
ture of the prograim starting Sat- 
jurday was “Dance Hall’ (Radio). 
“Gentlemen of the Evening,” Pathe 
two-reeler; Vitaphone short (George 
|Rosner), and a Mickey Mouse car- 
toon in the short department; Pathe 
sound news. Three-quarters down- | 
stairs early Saturday afternoon. 

Bige. 


PENN 


(“Les Parfums”—Unit) 


|} monologist, 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 
Everything Wesley Eddy and the 


im. ec. crocked the mob like nobody 
else since he left here. Drew more 
biz than house has seen for some 
time and tribute was displayed in 


his opening reception, lasting all of 
a minute and half, and forcing him 
to at least a couple of those thank- 
|}you speeches before he could get 
under way. 

Eddy’s regular routine with “Les 
Parfums” tossed into discard for 
week, m. c. preferring to hand them 
the stuff customers went for last 
summer in big way. Started off 
singing “Mean to Me,” then into a 
horn fiddle solo. Followed this with 
“Moanin’ Low,” Helen Kane imper- 
sonation, and then his well-known 
“St. Louis Blues” and “Old Man 
River.” Latter two both stopped 
everything. He worked close to 
half hour alone and could have 
done twice as much, 

His entrance with girls in Polli- 
Wog garb meant nothing since the 
customers recognized him before he 
got the mask off. Other turns in 
unit naturally bowed out gracefully 
for Eddy, although Adler and Brad- 
ford impressed with corking adagio 
dance and Mills and Shea managed 
to click with comedy acrobatics de- 
spite familiarity of routine here. 
They’ve been around two or three 
times before in the past year. 

Elias Breeskin, pit, appears to 
have built up his string section. 
This week’s overture okay in every 
respect. Dick Leibert, at the organ, 
contributed his usual nifties and 
mob couldn’t keep from warbling 
even during his introductory stuff. 
Picture, “Chasing Rainbows” (M-G), 
and S. R. O. every show. Cohen, 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 
New York, Feb. 10. 

On the 29 clips greeted by crowded 
45-minute turnovers Monday night, 
Metrotone had 15 and Fox-Movie- 
tone 14. 

Program runs to material similar 
in background if not nature. Two 
different cruisers,, Pensacola and 
Augusta, are launched. Fox covered 
one and Hearst the other. 

Separate clips showing Jack 
Sharkey and Phil Scott in training 
for their forthcoming fight. Two 
clips also run together, of a glider 
launched from the Los Angeles and 
Lindy’s experiment in a similar ma- 
chine in California. 

Lack of rea] news matter notice- 
able. Opener is former Chief Justice 
Taft’s return to Washington, with 
dope on new cruisers following. 
Effective material on latest garment 
worker’s strike in New York, with 
interesting talk on sweat shops by 
union official; a dog race high in the 
Sierras, beautifully photographed; 
gliding clips, Sharkey, Scott train- 
ing stuff and revival of ancient 
French barbecue festival principal 
newsy items. 

New York children learning to 
skate makes funny sequence. Ni- 
agara Falls in with some interesting 
accompanying talk, including a 
couple of newlyweds hoping their 
romance will last as long as the 
falls. Additional comedy material 
are a couple of jokes by Harry 
Hershfield, cartoonist, and bucking 
bronc tactics of an ostrich, with girl 
rider up. 

South Seas.matter includes Hula 
Hula girls in hot routines; banana 
picking and native football in Fiji 
Isles, and a water hockey game at 
Waikiki. All diverting, especially 
last mentioned, and recording and 
photography good. 

Stunt stuff is an adagio atop the 
Chanin building by Adler and Brad- 
ford, noorly photographed, and two 
small dogs doing a surefire comedy. 
Besides French barbecue, foreign 
clips are auction of horses in Mo- 





in Egypt. Former mediocre, latter 
A-:. Interesting interview with Col. 
House on politics of his day 
brief talk by Morgan J. O’Brien on} 


| 





|50th wedding anniversary (with Mrs 

| O’Brien anxious to get away from | 

| camera), other clips. Both good. 
Char. 





lthan average, too. 
| developing a more free and less re- 
istrained style of work 
rocco and opening of tourist season | nouncements 


and a/jpeared at this house, 


an exceptionally heavy 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Sunshine” Idea) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 7. 
Stage show this week pared to 35 
minutes flat because of “Cock-Eyed 
World” (Fox) 115 minutes. Doing 
four shows each Thursday (open- 
ing) and Friday to terrific biz. 
With five frolics scheduled for over 
the week-end the house should be 
a cinch getaway to a bloated gross. 
It's not often a_ picture like 
“World” comes along, but usually 


Saturdays and Sundays the night /in de luxe houses with stage shows, 
Two changes of/ short shrift is made of the latter 
and |end, economically figuring. 


Stage entertainment at the State 
this week breaks the rule of care- 
less stage shows with money films. 
Fanchon and Marco’s 
layout is a neat and nifty little 
flash, running smoothly and with 
speed. Under any circumsiance it's 
a good unit. If kept intact it should 
hit the eastern trail in good shape. 

Opening day switches took out 
Baily and Barnum, with Vince Silk, 
replacing the comedy 
team. As a sub Silk did okay at 
Friday night’s last show. Holding 
up the rear end of the unit, he beat 
out a routine of bromidic gags that 
sounded new to the audience; hence 
laughs. Silk is a promising young 
chap with a good memory and has 
no objection to dig ’em up from out 


|of the trunk. In style he’s a cross 
between Slim Timblin and Joe 
Browning. 

A bit different and unusual, for 
an m. ec. and band leader, is Georgie 


Stoll this week. He has very little 
to do on his own account except to 
baton the boys. After that he’s 
practically through, making no in- 
troductions, except Silk. Why the 
latter should receive more consider- 
ation than the others is unknown. 
In a line-up of specialty people the 
m,. c. should either announce all or 
nobody. Moreover, in this particu- 
lar display, where a minstrel open- 
ing provides a good spot. This way 
recognition of the other was im- 
possible except through informa- 
tion. 

The F. & M. coterie of “Sunkist 
Beauties,” battalion of 24 trim and 
trained girls, make up the nucleus 
of this flash. The girl line-ups are 


F. & M. biggest argument. Here 
the girls start with a rubber ball 
routine, in which Norman Selby, 


pocket pool juggler, carries off the 
spot. Hither Richard Wally or 
Kenny Creel does a hoofing solo 
following; more likely it was Wally. 
Novelty radio bit by the band with 
Stoll just sitting by got over. Lot 
of topical announcements in broad- 
casting fashion. 

Mary Lou, cute damsel under tan, 
follows with a song and dance and 
may forget about the pipes. It 
doesn’t mean a thing, and as her 
footwork is enough the rest will 
not be missed. Arlme Langan, 
F. & M. protege and local fav, drew 
a nice reception doing a waltz with 
a boy partner in front of a scrim. 
Miss Langan was in Ted Lewis’ 
act last year. She appegrs consid- 
erably improved here. 

Military parade by the girls 
ushered in the finale, winding up 
with a formation tableau on a 
staircase that spelled flash. 

No shorts other than Movietone 
view of four clips. Organ specialty 
out, too. Everything held down be- 
cause of the feature. Capacity Fri- 
day night. Span. 


PARAMOUNT 


(“Ace High”—Unit) 
New York, Feb. 8. 

Smartly put together and smooth- 
ly flowing stage show of a type that 
may well be commended to the at- 
tention of the Publix production de- 
partment as 2 pattern for emula- 
tion. Not a false note in the entire 
proceedings. Whole affair is neat, 
pretty, carefully and expertly weld- 
ed at the seams, and highly lac- 
quered. 

Jed Dooley is awarded a size 
seven-and-three-eighths wreath for 
the most successful transplanting of 
vaudeville comedy to the Publix 
rostrum noted recently. This dry- 
point etcher of laughs accompanied 
by Audree Evans, one of the shap- 
liest “and company’s” in vaudeville, 
gave the unit a delightful buoyancy 
far more effective than the coarser 
comedy methods commonly em- 
ployed in these units by more bois- 


terous, but less satisfactory, fun 
makers. Healey and Clifford, twe 
dancing youths, exhibited excep- 


tional nimbleness with their pup- 
pies and the unit was topped with 
a spectacular display of the new 
type of adagio by Jean, Myrio and 
Ayres, three men who toss about a 
blonde girl as if she were a medi- 
cine ball rather than a mortal. Both 
turns gave speed to the unit. 

Dave Gould’s Girls assist Boris 
Petroff in making “Ace High” color- 
ful and interesting. Opening num- 


| ber had the lasses in multi-colored 
jtights, 


still 


sex appeal. 


a-reliable short-cut to 
3and numbers stronger 
Rudy Vallee is 


ing. 
are about 100% 
clearer in diction and intelligible in 
emphasis than when he first ap- 
He had to beg 
off Saturday matinee 
load of m. c. 


duties very well. 
Because of the shortness of the 
feature “Burning Up” (Par) con- 


“Sunshine” 


His an- | 


and handled | 


|suming an even hour (a break for 
jany house these days), bill included 
a Paramount talking short, “Fam- 
ily Next Door,” very funny. Hans 
Hanke in white soup and fish played 
a white grand piano as the piece 
de resistance of the pit overture for 
a good flash and build-up. 

Standees in the lobby being told 
where to toe the mark, when to 
move, how to breathe, and where to 
go. Only in America could such 
[good-natured compliance be found 
jin people paying for the privilege of 
ibeing herded. Land. 


| STANLEY 
| 








(“Bombay”—Unit) 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 
They'll have to do something for | 
| Dick Powell around here if 
|continue to mean anything 


he’s to} 
at the 


ib. oO. Just when Powell apparently | 
|was clicking with clock-like reg- | 
jularity downtown, after 


| mionths in East Liberty at the En- 

jright, along comes a series of m. c.- | 
|proof Publix units and Powell's out 
iin the cold. 

This week’s an example. With 
| Johnny Perkins handling what an- | 
|nouncements there are, Powell is | 
| introduce dad in the middle of show | 
| for a couple of ballads with meg, | 
six or seven of his musicians form- 
|ing a stage band in the background. | 
In this unit the musickers play 


several | 


from 


the pit. Something’s bound to pop 
soon, 

| <As for “Bombay,” one of those 
| atmospheric things, Pasquali Broth- 
iers are the wow. Trio tied up 
leverything with their tumbling. 


|Perkins set himself with his initial 
jappearance but overstepped good 
| taste on several occasions with some 
| blue ones out of place in a film | 
house, 

Dave Broudy, in the pit, plugged 
“No, No, Nanette,” at Warner, with 
|a medley of songs and Bernie Arm- 
| strong’s organlog the best he’s had 
lin months, Picture, “His First Com- 
mand” (Pathe). Biz, as always over 
weekend, capacity. Cohen. 


CENTURY 
(NEW) 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Formerly the Diversey, this house 
with its new label is now under 
the Publix-B. & K. banner with a 
straight picture policy. ‘Theatre 
has been up about three years and 
has lost money consistently; first 
under Orpheum, then under the 
Aschers with vaudfilm, and as a 
burlesk house for Jones, Linick and 
Shaefer. B. & K. now has the place 
redecorated and it may be a winner. 

E. M. Glucksman, who has opened 
four shooting galleries for B. & K.., 
and has made everyone of them a 
moneymaker, supervises this house 
along with 10 others, Glucksman 
has got a new front and marquee, 
a knockout for appearance and put 
up in six days. He has taken what 
was always a barnlike house, with 
its 3,200 seats and given it warmth 
and color. 

Opening night was big with 
“Flight” (Col), the program leader, 
a Mickey Mouse cartoon, Vita short 
and an organlog by Henri Keates. 
Prices range from 25 cents after- 
noons, to 40 cents top, with a dime 
and two bits for the kids. House 
has had plenty of trouble with its 
sound in the past but is now wired 
by Western Electric and reproduc- 
tion is oke. 

Theatre has little competition in 
a busy neighborhood with only the 
Covent, another Glucksman spot, as 
rival. Shows every indication of 
| success. Loop. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Feb. 9. 
Publix has discovered that if it 
can’t give this house good pictures 
it must supply stage names, This 
week Sophie Tucker, and that’s all. 
Staff hasn’t surrounded Soph with 
the lineup of performers other 
headliners have had here, and the 
presentation almost flopped for lack 
of proper support, Show tried to 
put over a “party” idea, and in do- 
ing so was jumbled, jerky, and im- 


properly routined. Miss Tucker 
was over from the start with all 
new tunes. In fact, she delivered 


in a rather dignified manner for the 
“last of the redhot mammas.” But 
maybe it was the long skirts. 

Two other performers were so 
overshadowed that they missed. 
Johnny Payne, blackface pianist 
and singer, has been knocking over 
the neighborhood houses regularly. 
Here, his material was cut to pieces, 
Tough, because Payne has shown 
himself capable of pleasing picture 
audiences. Addie Seamon delivered | 


Capitol environment, A hokey- 


j}most of his predecessurs .lere, 
|}has a fine appearance in a double- 








some hoofing but was also lost in 
the rush. “¥ 
jackground was oke, Lou Kos- 
loff getting by as a sub m., e. to 
| Miss Tucker and getting a break 
ion his violin solo. gand = ran | 
through a couple of numbers as did | 
lthe chorus. Girls, this week, work- | 
ling better than usual and are dis- 
playing some new ideas in cos- 
tumeés., Whole production labeled |} 
Dixie Doins’,” set against a back- 


| 
| “Second { 
| Preston Sellers’ 
; 

€ 


ver with this 


drop of a colonial mans 
(WRB) feature 


organlozg 


ion, 
, 

noice 
nis a 


Loop. 


; 
mob. 


ee 


CAPITOL 


(“Southern Melodies”—Unit) 

New York, Feb. 7. 
Planned with a view to eventual 
Service in Norfolk and other Dixie 
towns, this unit contains what may 
very well be, in condensed form, 
potent diversion for smaller com- 
munities. But it’s very definitely 





below Manhattan measurements of 
class. Seemingly’ short-sighted to 
forget ‘he Capitol in a too devoted 


courtship of Main Street. 
Production department can _ still 
do a lot to improve, but the funda- 


mentals are less than the Capitol 
has led patrons to expect 
Bayes and Speck are completely 


out of the picture in the pretentious 
pokey 


comiedy twosome that probably will 


| be welcome and popular in less fas- 


|} tidicus spots. Acknowledging their 
}entertainment value when properly 
booked, they are a case in point of 
what doesn’t meet Capitol stand- 
ards. Nor is Bobby Gillette, the 
m. c., able to stand contrast with 


He 


breasted white serge suit, but he 
can’t sing, and his dancing is strict- 
ly makeshift. That leaves him lean- 
ing his entire weight on a banjo 
solo. Whether from poor choice of 
selection or the general inaptitude 


of the early part of unit, this, too, 
failed to jell. Gillette was caught 
in a Vitaphone short some time ago 
and is established by that as can- 
jable of doing far better than in this 
unit, where he was badly miscast 
and probably also hampered by cur- 


tailment of time. 

This hampering is tough on actors 
even though from the production 
department’s standpoint it’s un- 
avoidable. Eddie Leonard very pal- 
pably was suffering from finding 
himself, for the first time in his life, 
arbitrarily limited to five minutes, a 
generous time allocation for the 
Capitol, but hardly sufficient to get 
warmed up, for Leonard, accustomed 
to vaudeville where his running 
time was from 30 minutes up. 

Rather like a fish out of water, 
Leonard tried to adjust himself to 
the new conditions. By the third 


show Friday he hadn't entirely suc; .¢% 


ceeded, although his applause was 
a genuine tribute to his popularity. 
Leonard will probably be the first to 
admit it was less than a top-notch 
performance, yet it is remarkable 
that his reception was so sustained 
and hearty. It continued for severa] 
moments, with the orchestra not 
playing so that the full measure of 
the applause could be appreciated 
clearly. 

Even the Chester Hales seem less 
attractive than usual, this impres- 
sion possibly prevailing as their last_ 
appearance was in costumes that 
resemble nothing so much as three 
big handkerchiefs pinned together 
in a fashion best known to nurse— 
maids. When the boys notice that 
custumes are unbecoming to the 
point of annoyance, it’s a matter 
that should at least call for de- 
tached consideration. 

Dennis Sisters, three of them, 
sang in “one” as a stop gap for a 
change of scene. Awkwardly intro- 
duced and with the orchestra nois- 
ily vacating the pit during their 
first number, they shared the com- 
mon handicap, although doing fair- 
ly well at the bow-off. 

Numerous clumsy transitions and 
handling of masses can no doubt 
be corrected. That will make it 
seem a lot better. Unit, in toto, is 
minus on sock, the only act to really 
stand out being the Four Flash 
Devils, colored hoofers of whirlwind 
pace, They do it very well. Berta 
Donn, soprano, handled a perfunc- 
tory ingenue role nicely. 

Overture coincided in theme and 
title with the unit, both labeled 
“Southern Melodies.” M-G-M silent 
newsreel used and the program res— 
cued and alibied by “Not So Dumb” 
(Metro). Business good. Land, 


FORUM 


Los Angeles, Feb, 7. 

Another one for the Warners. By 
taking over this outlying 1,800-seat- 
er from Gus Metzger, the brothers 
increased their theatre holdings in 
and around L, A. to four. Others 
are the Warner, Hollywood; War- 
ner, L. A., and the Warner on Whit- 
tier Boul., also on the outskirts of 
the city. It’s a rapid stride the 
Warners are making, considering 
that less than three years ago they 
had not a single house around the 
Coast. 

For the Forum, Warners is un- 
derstood to have paid off around 
$165,000, which includes the prop- 
erty. It’s a buy if Warners ca 


make the house pay. In the past 
it had a varied and checkered ca- 
reer, mostly to the bad. At one 
time or another Keith’s and Pan- 
tages booked vaude here; a straight 
two-bit picture policy was also 
tried and flopped. Then Metzger 
| took it over and wired. With talk- 
ers biz picked up a little and had 
been doing pretty good up to the 
time Warners stepped in. 

In eight days prior to the reopen- 
ling last Thursday they renovated 
the house and put a polish on it 
that will do credit to the neighbor- 
} hood It’ a beautiful theatre, de- 
isigned along the Grecian style, with 
no balcony. That may prove an 

cet where many folks object to 

(Continued on page 45) 
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44 VARIETY 
es _ 
PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 
Fannie Brice, Phil Baker and 


Adelaide Hall are the name tri- 
umvirate and foundation for a Pal- 
ace bill that turned out good—with 
or without the visitors who came 
upon the stage Saturday afternoon. 

Phil Baker was the best baiter 





of free talent. He coaxed Rosita 
Moreno, Miss Moreno’s father and} 
Jimmy Savo to step on the rostrum 
and kick in, and asked Lita Grey | 
Chaplin to bow from her orchestra | 


seat, which she did. Adelaide Hall 
called upon her good friend and} 
probably also her dancing instruc- | 
tor, Bill Robinson, 

The Morenos’ stunt with Baker 
and Robinson's with Miss Hall were | 
accomplished with so much ease | 
they suggested previous rehearsing. | 
Yet to the Palace audience every- | 
thine was as accidental as a mis- | 
placed tap would be in Bojangles’ | 
routine. 

Jimmy Savo’s entrance into the} 
show was for the usual reason; to 
save a slow moment. Whenever | 


| 


Savo is laying off and it happens} 
to be Saturday, he attends the Pal- | 
ace. And whenever he attends the! 
Palace he’s spotted by someone on 
the bill and wafted to the stage. 
Reason is that he’s always a 10-to-1 
shot to stop the show. 

Fannie Brice is the 
and in for $5,000, close 
total. Expensive show around her 
shoves the Palace above $12,000 
again, with most of the jack in two 
spots: Miss Brice’s and Baker’s. 
Miss Brice did 43 minutes next to 
closing with songs, her beach bit, 
a Romeo and Juliet in dialect with 
Baker as Romeo, and a closing com- 
edy classic in form of a dying swan 
dance with appropriate lyrics and 
proper ballet costume. Song rep 
credited to Billy Rose. Pianist is 
Eddie Weber. 

Amid the comedy numbers, de- 
livered as Fannie Brice knows how, 
was, of course, “My Man.”  Fol- 
lowing Romeo and Juliet the heavy 
money and hard hitting comedienne 
went serious again, in another way, 
to sing “Raisins and Almonds” (not 
announced) with accordion accom- 
paniment by Baker. The Shakes- 
@enirean take-off, leaning on mis- 
pronunciation, was said to have 
kept the participants up all of the 
night before rehearsing it. Miss 
Brice did it three nights previously 
on a radio commercial hour with 
another partner. 

This is Baker’s second week here 
and most of the cross-fire with the 
unbilled boy in the upper box was 
changed. Baker looks like the most 
logical contender for a Palace run 
to show up in months. It would de- 
pend on his ability to switch ma- 
terial as radically as he did for the 
second week. Pleniy of old gags 
brushed up, and they landed. 

Adelaide Hall (New Acts) sang 
and danced herself across in 23 
minutes with assistance of a hot 
two-man piano team, Dandridge 
and Tate. Reported that before the 
show Lew Leslie restrained the col- 
ored crooner from using the num- 
bers she sang in “Blackbirds.” 


bill topper 
to half the 


| Neville, mixed dance team, flanked 


Wednesday, February 12, 1 








TAT 


(Vaudfilm) 


Good lineup for current week at 
this New York Loew acer, with 
Watson Sisters copping the show 
and Jack Wilson doing a followup 
for show stopping honors. 

Four Karreys, three men and girl, 
opened with a fast routine of gym- 
nastic stunts and balancing that got 





over: in a big way. Clark and 
Smith, male duo, followed with a 
rathskeller act that also clicked. 
The rotund warbler handled most 
of the songs, with the other chap 
doing piano accompaniment and 
occasionally dueting. Good act of 
its kind. 

Jack Wilson and company fol- 
lowed, the support comprising 
mixed team and midget. Wilson 


dress heavy laughs as usual through 
wisecracks anent preceders on the 
show. Midget member sewed up at 
the tag with an Al Jolson impresh. 

Then the Watson Sisters, and 
what they did to the mob was no- 
Their comedy gab 


hoadav’a oj _ 
body's business. 


had them in stitches throughout, 
and the warbling topoff made a 
perfect getaway. Amerique and 


by a trio of musicians, closed and | 

satisfied with a diversifying dance | 

routine. 

“The Virginian” (Par), feature. 
Edba. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 


Three acts and a two-hour fea- 
ture, “Sunny Side Up” (Fox), with 
only 33 minutes for the acts. Turns 
are good and work snappy. In 
order of presentation they were 
Spartan Revue (New Acts), Johnny 
Burke, and Benny Davis and Girls. 
Capacity biz. 
House has taken on a midnight 
show Saturday night, and for run 
of the current feature opens at 10 
a. m. Vaude goes on at regular 
afternoon hour. Spartan Revue has 
three boys and two girls singing 
and dancing. Did 9 minutes for a 
good hand. 
Johnny Burke in his war draft 
monolog rated heavy laughs. Benny 
Davis and Girls closed with 14 min- 
utes. Davis takes a “three” stage 
with two grand pianos manned by 
two boys. Opens in song, talks a 
while, and then brings on the two 
girls, Ruby Shore and Margie 
Green. Davis doesn’t forget his 
usual plug for a Broadway night 
club and winds up with a song med- 
ley of his old hits. Received well. 
Trailer stuff was cut to one min- 
ute; Movietone newsreel, and or- 
chestra overture under direction of 
Jack Roth, filled 13 minutes. 


ALBEE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Despite absence of names, the 





Albee had a good bill and capacity 
attendance Saturday afternoon. 
Enos Frazere pacemade and 
clicked with a neat routine of aerial 
gymnastics. Stan Stanley and Co. 





Cecil Mack billed exclusively as her 
song writer. Miss Hall did well 
enough on her own. When Robin- 
son entered the picture for some 
stepping, applause was not curbed 
until Phil Baker’s name appeared 
on the slides. Baker closed the first 
part. Opener, Joe Mendi, champ of 
all vaudeville monks, in the bag 
from start to finish with very 
human antics. 

Jack and Kay Spangler, in a pro- 
duction dance turn, “The Lobby- 
ists,” hit hard enough in the deuce 
to intimate they could do as well 
in a later spot. That the hotel desk 
chatter has the blood of “The Night 
Watchman” coursing through its 
veins makes little difference, for the 
Spanglers’ dancing ties up the 
works. Miss Spangler is fast ap- 

. proaching the first flight of feminine 
steppers and now appears to be the 
best control kicker in vaudeville. 
Her brother is equally proficient in 
his own way. In addition Miss 
Spangler possesses a singing voice. 
Red Colman, also dancing, and Jules 
and Clifton, comedy acrobats, blend 
nicely in this well staged dance 
turn. 

Pat Henning verified his billing, 
“Versatility,” in the three spot, 
slamming over his chatter, dancing, 
acrobatics and instrumental work 
in hit manner. Kikuta Japs were 
a departure from the rules as sec- 
ond part openers, but no bad ef- 
fects. Its speed, thrills and beauti- 
ful dressing can’t be overlooked 
anywhere. 

Not much attention for Adolph, 
Gladys and Eddie in the closing 
sot. Only terp entry in the last 
alf, but on too late. Trio worked 
at top speed to get ’em while they 
remained and appeared to do a 
pleasing dance turn under the un- 
fair conditions. 

Business good Saturday matinee. 

Bige. 





Ben Hendricks, Jr., In “At Bay” 
(F. N.). 

Tommy Jackson in “Good News” 
(M-G). 

Tom Howard and Dave Chasen in 
“Rain or Shine” (Col). 

Arthur Stone and Solidad Jiminez 
in “Arizona Kid” (Fox). 

Milton S. Howe replaces James 
Richardson as unit p. a. for U. 

Don Douglas, Pathe Western. 


grabbed laughs in follow-up with 
their audience act. Stanley, orig- 
inator of the audience stuff, still 
has the best act in the business and 
is a surefire comedy crash in any 
man’s opera, 

White and Manning, mixed team 
flanked by a male trio of dancers, 
were Clickers in the terpsichorean 
division. The hoys planted a couple 
of precisions, buck and tap, that 
evoked plenty of hand slamming. 
Featured duo knocked off a travesty 
adagio cleverly. 

Norman Thomas Quintette also 
smashed over for hit honors. Good 
act all the way, with the eccentric 
drummer grabbing laughs. Harry 
Carroll and Maxine Lewis followed 
in a song double as prelude to 
Harry Carroll’s Revuette. In the 
double Carroll planted a reprise of 
pas* song hits warbled by Miss 
Lewis, and giving away to the 
revuette that followed. The latter 
enlisted six girls and a brace of 
comics (unbilled) that kept things 
humming. 

“Seven Keys to Baldpate” (Radio) 


feature, Edba. 
JEFFERSON 
(Vaudfilm) 
With “Glorifying the American 


Girl” (Par) on the screen and the 
usual bill of seven acts on the stage, 
Bert Walton acting as m. ec. 
throughout, there should be some- 
thing within the Jeff portals to at- 
tract the neighborhood. Strong 
show was needed, with nearest op- 
posish, Academy, playing “Sunny- 
side Up” (Fox) for the great round- 
up. That house also places seven 
acts in the yvaude column. 

Walton, spotted next to closing 
in his regular act, appears at the 
beginning of the vaude show to an- 
nounce he’s the m.c. Spends three 
minutes in this spot and reappears 
ahead of all acts, including his own. 
For vaudfilm grinds of this type his 
chatter sandwiching the various 
turns is o. k. Unquestionably this 
sort of thing builds up the show. 

Maxine and Bobby opened. Clev- 
erly presented dog act, the fox terrier 
(Bobby) performing with a mini- 
mum of cuing. Maxine has a good 
turn of its kind. If encore bit could 
be worked into preceding portion of 
act and the turned closed at point 





where it now starts, finish would 
be stronger. Only letdown is in the 
present encore, 


Eve Essman and Pat Grant fol- 
lowed with their comedy clowning. 
Best features are Grant’s dancing 
and a few good gags, which, both in 
content and sale, are reminiscent of 
stuff long used by another act. Miss 
Essman works as a comedienne, but 
much of her routine is small time, 
with the piano clowning too pro- 
longer for the pest effect. 

Third spot held by Wally Sharples 
in his six-people offering of black- 
outs and bits captioned “Clippings.” 
Idea’ introduced as conception of 
stuff from newspapers. An “Honor 
System” skit similar to that done by 
Clark and McCullough and a black- 
out about the husband who came 
home too soon are offered. Poth are 
of burlesque flavor and pack laughs. 
Closing, Sharples and group do a 
special medley arrangement con- 


trasting music master with lowdown 


jazz stuff, this giving all a chance 
to try out the pipes in earnest. Be- 
tween scenes Sharples has a har- 
mohy sister team, who are there 
plenty on the harmony. 

Hit was made by Frankel and 
Dunlevy. Very fine harmony work 
at last part of routine puts them 
across with a punch. Material pre- 


ceding is not original, but clicks 
moderately. 
Frank Masters and Co. (New 


Acts) has strong and weak points, 


Long running time (24 minutes) 
partly responsible for the general 
slow pace, but good dance finish 
sent offering across for an out- 


standing hand. 

Bert Walton did his well-known 
monolog and subsequent crossfire 
with man and woman plants. Part 
of the appeal of Walton’s act is con- 
tained in the song solos by Bobby 
Lewis, who’s been heard over the 
air. Over nicely. 

Murand and Girton filled five min- 
utes on the tail-end of the show. 
The girl did most of the heavy acro- 
batic work and all the trick bike 
riding, including a novel somersault 
finish. Ooutstanding virue of act is 
its speed. Not a fraction of a min- 
ute goes to waste. Fans stayed, and 
liked it. 

Besides screen feature’ there’s 
Pathe Sound News and usual trailer 
stuff. Char. 


LOEW’S MET. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Even the return of the old Brook- 
lyn favs, Gus Van and Joe Schenck, 
wasn’t sufficient to pack ’em in here 
for the second show Saturday. 
Bringing this pair into the Met ap- 
parently shaved the remainder of 


the ~ bill. Pictuge, “The Woman 
Racket,” seemed an _ economical 
gesture. . 


Songsters were billed outside as 
having just arrived from Holly- 
wood. They have been doing shorts 
on the Metro lot. Duo strutted out 
as though they had just stepped off 
the pickle boat. 

There is & dash of the ballady 
stuff, but the standouts are their 
songs with a humorous _ twist, 
whether it’s about Lena and Heiny, 
the witty Micks or the pash 
Italians. 

Manning and Klass gave the show 
a quiet start. Grace Smith and 
Buddies, colored act, got its best 
results on the dancing. It should 
tone down a little on shouting. 

Claude and Marion registered 
strongly here showing what type of 
comedy hits a bullseye in the 
neighbs. Laughs the woman got at 
this house were heavy. Mark. 


RIVERSIDE 


(Vaudfilm) 

With a handful of customers sit- 
ting in stoical silence, acts found it 
tough getting any response Satur- 
day afternoon. Vaude was not ex- 
ceptional, though much better than 
its reception indicated. 

Entire show ran about two hours, 
with the five acts taking up ha'f 
the time. Talking shorts, Pathe 
Sound News and trailers took up 
the remainder. Quite an oke combo 
of shorts, consisting of “Wednesday 


at the Ritz’ (Pathe), Grantland 
Rice Sportlight, and “Skeleton 
Dance.” 


Bob and Lucy Gillette shoved off 
the vaude. Girl does the work, 
juggling and balancing’ various 
props. Man assists with comedy 
and a bit of juggling. Danny Small 
and Co., classily arranged colored 
boy supported by Creole girl, sup- 
plied the singing and dancing. Small 
warbles pops and a couple in for- 
eign tongues. Dresses it with leg 
work. Gal sings and dances. 

When Willie, West and McGinty 
trouped on next the house came out 
of its apathy. Boys are laborers 
working on a bungalow. Numerous 
mishaps which occur are bound to 
create mirth. 

Audience returned to its languor 
during performance of Waite Hoyt 
and J. Fred Coots, on next. Coots 
is composer-songster, using his own 
compositions. Hoyt of baseball took 
a solo with warbling and then 
dueted with Coots. Boys are given 
great support by Mae Questelle, who 
won the RKO Helen Kane contest 
and was formerly doing a single. 

All girl band, Florence Meyers and 
Co., filed the closing spot. Girls 
double considerably and space hand 








PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Fair crowd Saturday afternoon to 
see Ted Healy and the vaude unit 
which held down the entire second 
half. With Healy are a couple of 
girl hoofers and a lineup of 12 Al- 
bertina Rasch girls. Healy and his 
roughhouse hoke were laughs for 
the majority of the matinee crowd. 
Bill weaker than usual. 


Kanazawa Troupe, six Jap risley 
workers, opened and got going fairly 
well after a weak start. Ward and 
Van next were funny to some people 
with their off-key music, but n. s. g. 
with straight stuff. Mildred Hunt, 
radio warbler, followed, singing her 
songs through a mike. Got across 
nicely with the mechanical aid. 
When she left the mike to entertain 


from “one” she missed, since her 
voice hasn't the power to fill a 
house. Assisted by Hum and Strum, 
two radio collegiate singers, and 


Dorothy Samson at the piano. 
Burns and Allen followed with 
chatter and gags plus a few dance 
steps. Dizzy gal meant laughs with 
this mob. Ted Healy preceded this 
act to clown a bit, and promised 
he’d be around after the intermis- 
sion. He followed in the second half 
with his four hokey assistants and 
the bear and the gals. Hoke was 
over easily, also the blue blackouts. 
Rasch girls looked pretty with their 
chorus routines, Loop. 


STATE LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Poorly arranged, jerky, slow and 
cold. 

There must be 87 Rin Tin Tins. 
The police dog doing the Rin act 
as the headliner has four stunts, 
all very ordinary. Act is barely of 
opening calibre, and yet was given 
the No. 3 spot. 


Carrie and Eddy, adagio act of 
four men and a girl, opened and 
clicked with two numbers, both 


well staged, but time was wasted in 
five minutes of soloing by a tenor 
who was nearly applauded off the 
stage toward the end of a senti- 
mental medley. 

Bozo Snyder, with four men and 
two girls, spent the first five min- 
utes in “one” with Sam Green and 
a prop copper, and gave the best 
part of their routine. Bozo’s latest 
artistic effort with the trombone 
is a “Long, Long Trail” solo done 
straight. 

After 20 weak minutes of Rin Tin 
Tin, Flo Lewis chattered her kid 
stuff and fought her way through 
the cold show to some real returns 
toward the end of her pushmobile 
skit. Lew Pollock and Henry Dunn 
closed, two girls assisting, with a 
review of Pollock’s theme song ef- 
forts. After coasting weakly 10 
a they pushed into a good 
exit. 

On the screen “The Grand Pa- 
rade” (Pathe), a “Mickey Mouse” 
short and Pathe sound clips. Busi- 
ness excellent. Loop. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


Good bill here the first half, mix- 
ing substantial comedy turns with 
one of serious nature. Latter was 
Ricardo Cortez (New Acts), film 
player, making his vaude debut 
here. His name was a draw for 
this house. Par’s “Glorifying the 
American Girl” was the feature. 
Also Pathe Sound News. 

Paul Nolan, deft manipulator of 
silk toppers, got away -nicely. Other 
objects also are juggled, but high 
hats are the routine’s forte. Fair 
comedy turn, Goss and Barrows, 
sprinkled a few laughs. Open with 
flirtation bit and other straight hu- 
mor. Girl closed the turn with solo 
hoofing. 

Ricardo Cortez (New Acts) next 
and did very well. 

Barry and Whitledge drew 
laughs, though much of their stuff 
whizzed over the 58th St. heads. 
Acrobatic and balancing Jap duo, 
a Kitayams (New Acts), classy 
closer. 


86TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Hardly a draw bill for the first 
half this week, with “Glorifying the 
American Girl” (Par) feature and 
the vaude taking an RKO road unit 
of four acts. Biz very good at the 
late show, but that’s the usual 
Saturday night thing here. 

Unit opens with Jean Rankin and 
Blue Belles, girl band. Rather noisy, 
and but for the help given them 
by Raynor Lehr, who trots in and 
around the unit, and Marjorie Selzer, 
singer and dancer, the band wouldn’t 
rate. 

Girl band is followed by a couple 
of hat tossers who drew a few 
laughs here. They’re slow and the 
chatter is uninteresting. Raynor 
Lehr and Shirley Dahl take the next 
spot and click. Next was Chas. 
“Slim” Timblin and Co., two black- 
face boys and a blackface girl in 
comic chatter that sailed across. 

Finale was impersonation of Bert 
Williams by Lehr, and round robin 
turn by the four acts. Feature took 





89 minutes, trailer one minute. 


numbers with agreeable vocal work. Vaude ran 73. 


~_——s 


RKO 


(Vaudfilm) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 7. 

Five well assorted vaude acts 
running 64 minutes as caught last 
night balance a 70-minute feature, 
“The Vagbond Lover’. (Vallee) 
(Radio). From 15 to 40 minutes of 
short subjects according to show 
caught. 

This performance is a big- 
money’s-worth. Too many stage 
waits, freqnently a minute between 
vaude acts, keep the biti from 
snapping along the way it should. 

The wow of the stage half this 
week is Naomi Ray and Eddie Har- 
rison’s adagio burlesque. The girl 
is super-hefty and good for laughs 
on sight in her pink danseuse out- 
fit and her partner being a dapper 
gigolo type nearly a head shorter. 
They show restraint on falls, Ray's 
cute poses giving ’em the sleigh 
ride. When the man actually holds 
her in his arms it rates as Samson 
stuff. 

This cream is four minutes deep, 
the previous i0 minutes straight 
and spread over kidding on the dis- 
parity in the couple's sizes, a song 
by the girl and some slick tangle- 
footing by the man. 

Ruby Norton's impersonations of 
“Famous Blondes,” holding the mid- 
dle spot, has a slow introduction, 
with the material going too strong 
on Ruby Norton. Picks up when 
she does Lillian Russell and Jeritza, 
and clicks 100% on Sophie Tucker. 
This impersonation alone could be 
the whole act. Certainly the seven- 
minute opening should be cut to 
the bone. Clarence Senna at the 
piano semi-talks jingles between 
changes. Material n. s. g. 

Hal Neiman, red-nose tramp in 
deuce, okay in his pop niedley 
comedy. 

Opener is “Dance Fables,” atmos- 
pheric adagio, richly dressed as to 
set and thoroughly undressed as to 
costumes of the three men and the 
girl they handle. 

Four breech-clouts and ore bras- 
siere as total costume for four peo- 
ple is probably as close to the ulti- 
mate in nudity as this town has 
ever stood for. Act carries a cute 
prolog girl, idea possible being a 
spare in case of accident. 

Closer has Frederick Sullivan 
handling three midgets in hand-to- 
hand stunts, many drawing “ohs.” 
Midge trio does a song nicely. Act 
clicks, but would be placed better 
at the front of the bill. 


HAMILTON 


(Vaudfilm) 


Close to capacity Satarday night. 
Vaude section flashed no b. o. puller, 
but “Glorifying the American Girl” 
(Par) had been depended upon to 
turn the trick. Five-act bill was 
pretty good entertainment, with suf- 
ficient comedy to make it ride easy. 

Alex Melford Trio opened with 
an effective flash of gymnastic work. 
No stalling, and the men do tricks 
expertly without any faking. Leslie 
Strange, English impersonator, fol- 
lowed. Since his debut at the 58th 
St., Strange has strengthened his 
routine with an impression of 
George Arliss, 

Bee and Ray Gowan (New Acts) 
pleased. Fid Gordon ‘fiddled and 
clowned in his familidr way, and 
scored nicely. In the closing spot 
was Manny King and Co. King has 
changed his act considerably for the 
better. It runs faster and has the 
comedy worked up to a more legiti- 
mate climax. King sticks to nanci-« 
fied twitting and does it te tl 

Mark. 


COLISEUM 


(Vaudfilm) 


Neighborhood turned out appar- 
ently en masse Monday night to 
witness the buffoonery of the 
Schnozzle boys, Clayton, Jackson 
and Durante. Barely an empty seat 
tm the house. Good all around vaude 
bill, with the flicker attraction Par’s 
“Glorifying the American Girl.” 

How those three boys goaled this 
house! They couldn’t get enough 
of ’em. Twice they darkened the 
house at the end of their turn and 
started running a couple of trailers. 
but each time they were forced to 
stop and light up again. Many of 
the customers were quite familiar 
with what the boys could do and 
kept shouting for their favs. 

Jimmy Durante’s feud with the 
boys in the pit was a constant laugh. 
Pinochle devotees were forced to 
duck for cover constantly to avoid 
being socked by those flying hats 
and Durante’s overcoat. Because 
the proboscis of Phil Fabello, pit 
leader, ran a close second to Du- 
rante’s schnozzle, he was _ invited 
to come up on the stage and join 
the mob. 

Harriman, Lucille and Swan on 
first. Lucille and Swan are a danc- 
ing team going in for adagio, ball- 


room and acrobatic dancing. Har- 
riman is a corking hoofer, espe- 
cially on eccentric routines. Harri- 


son and Dakin, mixed comedy) 
couple, went nice. Harrison is the 
mainstay, gagging at the piano and 
delivering a few punch line comedy 
poems. Miss Dakin foils and wat- 
bles a bit. Close with duo hoke in- 
strumentation. : 
In next-to-shut was Frankly 





D’Amore, with Jack Lane. D’ Ar re 
(Continued on page 45) 
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ADELAIDE HALL 
Songs, Dances 

23 Mins.; Full 

Palace St. V-) 

Adelaide Hall, whose reputation 
blossomed in “Blackbirds,” is a bet 
for vaudeville if the money is right. 
With headline billing, as she is re- 
eeciving at the Palace, must go head- 
line salary. It’s dependent on Miss 
Hall’s ability to draw in vaudeville 
away from as well as in New York, 
for vaudeville touches cities where 
Broadway musicals mean nothing. 
Her discs may have partly blazed a 
trail. 

As entertainment, Miss Hall is a 
person vaudeville can easily use. 
The colored singer and dancer has 
poise, appearance and ability. She 
also had Bill Robinson as a helper 
at the Palace Saturday matinee, and 
Robinson said he may be on hand 
all week. He didn’t enter until the 
finish and by then Miss Hall had 
proved herself. 

Lew Leslie's reported to 
permit the girl to sing her “Black- 
birds” numbers seemingly’ made 
little difference. These used, 
credited to Cecil Mack, suited the 
singer. After all, the way she sings 
is what counts. 

Dandridge and Tate are the 
harnessed piapo accompanists and 
double with pipes in the act’s hotter 
moments. Hot enough also when 
just playing. Bige. 


softs enl 
iceiusal 


WILL MORRISSEY and CO. (4) 
Comedy, Piano, Dances 

30 Mins.; One and Two 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Okay anywhere. It’s 30 minutes 
of snappy hoke and slapstick, and 
Morrissey’s name is still good bill- 
ing. Plugged hat comic is assisted 
by Midgie Miller and three males, 
One plays a roller skating English 
dude and the other two are blank 
comic and sdéft shoe dancer. Closed 
seven-act bill to excellent returns. 

Nothing original, Morrissey even 
using his old film making bit and 
dumb dog who doesn’t do anything. 
Act opens in “one,” goes to “two” 
and finales in “one’’ when the quin- 
tet trots out with paper bats, chant- 
ing gags and swatting Miss Miller 
and the pit band all over the place. 

Opener sends Morrissey into the 
orchestra. He backslaps the cus- 
tomers and pit band. Second comic 
enters from front to stop him, say- 
ing he’s a censor. He goes into a 
box to watch the turn, getting his 
bit in in a later spot when the dog 
comes on. 


Frank MASTERS and Co. (13) 
Band, Specialties 

24 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Not enough clicking material here 
for the 24 minutes’ running time 
consumed. At least six or eight 
minutes could be lopped off, some of 
the numbers cut and the remainder 
tightened up, act now having a 
tendency to set a rather slow pace. 
Changes should rig up offering as 
very worth while for better neigh- 
borhoods. 

Masters as a sailor leads a band 
of eight dressed as Parisian artists. 
An average band, Masters and his 
four specialty artists lifting act out 
of small-time rating. Sister team 
(Anita Twins) score in an acrobatic 
dance and in other numbers and 
comedian early in act, doubling for 
solo, registers in a semi-spiritual 
though having a weak tenor voice. 

Specialty girl doing the Helen 
Kane stuff, and only fair at it, does 
two numbers, slowing act up badly. 
One would be plenty, and Masters 
could easily and effectively chop 
down the comedy attempt at the be- 
ginning, even to tossing away the 
crossfire by one of the specialty art- 
ists for laughs. Talk old and not 
especially funny. 

Dance by Masters at the finish 
Baves offering from what might 
have happened if pace had not sud- 
denly increased. Result, over well 
here. Char. 


MORRELL and BECKWITH 
Songs, Piano 

13 Mins.; One 

Lincoln Sq. (V-P). 

Male team, pianist and baritone- 
tenor that rates pop houses only. 
Man sings in alternating throaty 
tones and monotone low. Pianist 
Pulls a nifty by reciting what he’s 
going to do and then with an old 
man’s mask plays “Dance of Ma- 
cawbre” in dramatic lights, etc., to 
g0al this please-easy. Then he 
proves he’s not much of a pianist in 
tttempting what he called “The Doll 
Dance.” 

Just the same the pair got the 
fudience here for an encore and 
the only act on a five-turn bill that 
received that compliment. 


THE KITAYAMAS (2) 
Risley 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
68th Street (V-P) 

Oke closer or opener. Two 
boys do a bit of acrobatics 
supply mostly pedal juggling. 

One of the chaps, on his back, 
twists and turns with his feet a 
‘arge tub, which the other boy later 
mounts for a few feats. Major por- 
tion of the turn is taken up with the 
understander’s manipulations, with 
bis feet, of parasol. 


Jap 
but 


RICARDO CORTEZ (4) 
“Wanted” 

Dramatic Playlet 

20 Mins. Full (Special) 
58th Street (V-P) 


A highly melodramatic under- 
world skit is this in which Cortez 
is making his debut in vaudeville 
and one that will probably go as a 
hit anywhere. It is from the pen 
of Edwin Burke, who has written 
for Cortez a miniature part not un- 
like those Cortez has done in pic- 
tures, 

Interest is worked up for Steve’s 
entrance by two “dicks,” and a 
“moll,” 
a gangster caught by one of the 
dicks and “burned.” One of the 


are seeking, to squeal to him alone. 
He discoyers that the murderer 
under an alias, is a brother to the 
hated dick and determines to send 
brother to get brother. Without tell- 
ing the other flatfoot that the mur- 
derer is his brother, he tells him 
where they can find him. 
Meantime the gal goes back to the 
murderer’s room, disclosing the fu- 
gitive as Cortez. After the girl paci- 
fies the man’s uneasiness and takes 
his gun away, his brother, the dick, 


enters. When the detective dis- 
covers that the accused is his 
brother, he is in a quandary, but 


spurred on by the jibes of the other 
detective, determines to arrest him, 
asking for a few minutes alone with 
his brother. Thereupon both grow 
sobby recalling old times, the dick 
determines to let his brother escape 
and gives him a pistol. Cortez 
moves as though for the window but 
instead gets behind a screen and 
shoots himself. Curtain falls after 
Cortez’ brother makes the other 
dick promise he will not divulge the 
right name of the dead criminal. 

Cortez does very well with his 
part. Leslie Adams is the detective 
brother of the criminal and Tom 
McGuire the other dick. Doris 
Kemper is the girl. All three give 
neat support with Leslie Adams 
doing especially good work. 


Bee and Ray GOMAN and Co. (6) 
Songs and Dances 

20 Mins.; One and Full Stage 
Hamilton (V-P) 

Bee and Ray Goman _ feature 
dancing, doing very well with it. 
The man has an inning with a Ted 
Lewis imitation that was well re- 
ceived. Work of the Harmony Sis- 
ters and four hardworking dancing 
femmes helped greatly. Act is ani- 
mated and pleasing. 

The Gomans carry a musical di- 
rector, a blond woman who works 
as hard as the principals, doing her 
stuff in the pit, and a helpful part 
of the turn. 

Songs by the Harmony girls got 
over; they change for each number 
and are aided by the dancing four- 
some. The Gomans show good team 
work, especially with their opening 
number as the toy soldiers. The 
gym number by the girls was a 
standout and well done. 

Act has speed and animation. 
Hamilton audience applauded it en- 
thusiastically. Mar 


mech and TIERNEY Revue 
( 

Songs, Dances 

14 Min.; One and Full (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Pop stuff. Seven girls and one 
boy in this one. Four of the gals 
compose a chorus, two others do 
twin specialty, other girl’s a blonde 
cartwheeler. Just routine stuff with 
good costumes and setting. Act 
opens in one for introductory song 
and dance and then changes to full. 

Twin girls and boy do opener 
after which chorus does the famil- 
iar dance routine only so-so style. 

What the turn needs is dancing 
direction. It’s got two numbers, 
one a rag doll dance skit and an- 
other, an Indian tableaux that 
while not original could be worked 
up to class. Singing’s mostly by 
girl twins but doesn’t call for 
thought and is used to intro dances 
in a couple of spots. Opened show 
here for fair applause. 


Nina DE SYLVA and Matt 

GIBBONS (10) 

“Flowers of Seville” (Dance) 
14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
8ist St. (V-P) 

Such effective scenery as carried 
by this turn is seldom seen in vaude. 
Which is “Flowers of Seville” in a 
nutshell; it will go as far as any 
act can on scenery. 

Second to the scenery is some 
|dancing, all Spanish, by a line of 
leight girls and Nina De Silva. Matt 
|Gibbons adheres to the American 
lstyle in work. The two principals 





|dance separately until the finale. 
|Girls’ work is unusual in this day 
lof standardized unison darting. 


| Miss De Silva’s standout is a solo 
jin striking radium costume. Gib- 
bons’ contributions are a series of 
difficult splits and a Spanish cape 
waving number. 

Scenic artist rates first mention 
and will get it from all audiences. 
Stager also seems to have known 
his stuff, for the turn is so paced 
that it never drags. Other flash act 
| producers, take a look. Bige. 





dicks bears a grudge against the | 
other and persuades the gal, now 
the moll of a gunman, both dicks 


EDDIE LEONARD 
Songs 
5 Mins. 
Capitol (pres) N. Y. 
Eddie Leonard makes his debut 


in the stage band field after life 
long service in minstrels and 
vaudeville. Accustomed to at least 


30 minutes of continuous rostrum 
occupation, the vet blackface artist 
was under obvious handicaps when 
| needing to compress his stuff to the 
;}minimum requirements picture 





ot 





|house'_ units. His performance 


|caught on the first day, was below 
|his average, but his applause was| 


formerly the sweetheart of | 


;}too great to admit any question of | 
| > } 
|the place he holds with the theatre- | 
|going public. 


When finding himseif in this, his | 
inew restricted orbit, Leonard should | 
] ‘ > . 
|click far more strongly than he did | 


on this early showing. Practically 


j}all performers finding their orches- 


tre . sine ; e 7: ; 2 
tra behind instead of in front of 


| them for the first time experience 


' 


this same difficulty. 

“Rolly Polly Eyes” and “Ida,” 
quickly recognized as Leonard's 
| trademarks, form the basis of his 
|turn, a series of songs topped by a 
| little jingle dancing. He wears his 
| customary spic-and-span satin vest- 
ments of minstrelsy. 

A respected representative of an 
older school of show business comes 
belatedly to the newest medium of 


popular entertainment. He carries 
with him indubitable proof of a 
well entrenched popularity. He 


should prove a good booking for 
the Loew picture chain and will at 
last find out it’s not necessary to 
stay on a stage forever. Land. 


“ECHOES OF THE DESERT” (5) 
Dancing 

13 Mins.; Full Stage 

58th Street (V-P). 


Neither the action nor the atmos- 


phere carries out the title. 3ut 
strictly on specialty merits, leav- 
ing novelty out, “Echoes of the 
Desert,” dance offering, passes a 
fairly rigid test. O. K. as a sup- 
porting attraction. 

Trio doing adagio work and a 


team of hoofers make up personnel. 
The act opens ina set with a 
marine drop and closes in one of 
woodlands atmosphere, there being 
no desert color in turn or its stag- 
ing. Male team appear as col- 
legiates and do two routines, one 
a skating eccentric. Outside of 
adagio combinations, with a long- 
distance throw for a good finish, 
there is a toe dancing specialty of 
better than the common grade. 

Routining o. k. but better title 
than “Echoes of the Desert” might 
be found. 

Char. 


The SPARTAN REVUE (5) 
Dances, Songs 

9 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Academy (V-P) 


Class dancing quintet, good any- 
where. Played opener here on 
tnree-act bill and went over nicely. 
Three boys and two girls, who do 
about four numbers. The two boys 
in collegiate outfits with sweaters 
and gray striped trousers open in 
“one,” singing and the dance. Drop 
flies to “two,” when girl does single 
to ballet dance. 

Back to “one” special, and the two 
boys do a skating dance, to be fol- 
lowed in full stage with a special 
woodland setting, where two girls 
and a third boy do a neat adagio. 
It’s not sensational but rhythmic, 
well tuned and nicely costumed. 


CARDIFF and WALES 
Comedy 

15 Mins. 

58th Street V-P). 


This mixed couple has been in 
vaude for years, but act now done 
is new to the Variety files. Is big 
time from start to finish, with good 
material and salesmanship giving 
it especial rating. Next to closing 
spots in average neighborhoods 
should entail no worries. 

The woman isa clever comedienne, 
man acting as a good, clean-cut 
straight and feed. Material centers 
around marital arguments of pair 
just outside of domestic relations 
court where judge has told them to 
try to settle things themselves. 
Baby clothes (but for dog) is angle 
borrowed as twist for the finish. 





foot spring against the proscenium 





Played third here on a four-act 
bill and found the going smooth 
and easy. Char. 
MILLER and WILSON 
| Comedy Acrobats 
lg Mins.; One 
8ist St. (V-P) 

No similarity to the Miller and} 
Wilson recorded in the files five} 
| years ago. Former a song and dance | 
team. This combination of same | 
name does a good No. 2 routine of | 
acrobatics and tumbling, all with | 
comedy intent. | 

One does a flying somersault | 
which lands him on his spine with 
a terrific thud. Other’s best is a | 
arch. Comical finish gets them off | 
to laughs. Landed in the deuce at 
the S8ist and can do as well any- 
where in that spot. Bige. 


FORUM 


{Continued from page 43) 
climbing, and in this way can see 
and hear from any angle of the 
house, 

Policy is rather unusual for a 
grind. No mats during week days, 
with but two shows nightly; Sat- 
urday one afternoon frolic te draw 
the kid trades, while Sunday is con- 
tinuous from two to 11, allowing 
about four shows. Two splits a 
week, Wednesday and Sunday, 
while the most attractive feature to 
the box-office is the straight 35 cent 
top all the time. In a sector where 


jthey’ve been socked pretty heavy in 


;}the same house in the past, the 
minimum scale should mean a lot. 
They'll go for 35 cents where they 


won't for a $1. 


Warners will use this stand as a 


regular second run release for its 
own and F.N. product, and with | 
shorts will naturally give the break 
ito Vitaphone subjects, though it's 
understood they'll pick these from 
the outside too, where and when 
needed. Preview nights from time 
to time will be a further induce- 
ment. 

It's a good spot and Warners 


looks to have the right dope to put 
the Forum in the running. Opening 


was big, are lights, crowds, and 
celebs attending. House filled up 
early and stayed that way, lines 
jamming the outside and a healthy 


interest notable among the rabble. 
One of the most outstanding 
things about this opening was that 
people stood in line all day to buy 
tickets. This is the first time out 
here this has occurred, inasmuth as 
usual premieres carry a $5 top, with 
reserved seats. Opening of the 
Orpheum, Xmas Day, has been the 
only other instance of waiting lines, 
but there it was an all day grind 
with no stars, while at the Forum 
it was a gala affair, stars ana all. 
Premiere program ran abgut two 
hours with “So Long Letty” (WB), 
“Stimulation” and “Dance of the 
Paper Dolls,” both Vita shorts, and 


a Mickey Mouse cartoon, “Jungle 
Rhythm,” filled in while a Par 
newsreel opened. House is W.E 


equipped, sound coming over great 
aided by good acoustics. Vie Rosen 
in manager. Span. 


CAPITOL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Feb. 7. 

“Flyin’ High,” local production, 
was in the nature of a prolog for 
“Flight” (Col), but succeeded only 
in a stiff finale showing a lighted 
plane with 10 girls perched on the 
wings. 

One specialty is good, the other 
fair. Maxellos, tumblers and foot- 
balancers, five men, worked a nice 
15 minutes with novel foot tosses 
and plenty of comedy. Played 
around with Cookie, the m., c., but 
stretched it a bit. Fred Ardath, 
drunk comedian with man and a 
girl, occupied another 15 minutes. 
Act well known from vaude but his 
pantomime registered. Dialog rather 
old, however. 

Remaining 10 minutes supplied 
the usual presentation stuff. Clean 
opening, band muffled behind an 
illuminated cloud scrim, saw the 
Abbot girls doing an ordinary rou- 
tine. Then Cookie tried a recita- 
tion for a “Navy Blues” specialty, 
chewing the words some, but com- 


pensating with comic stuff, the girls 

as sailors in a drill number. 
Business excellent at the first 

evening show. Practically solid 


downstairs and a good part of the 
balcony occupied. Loop. 


COLISEUM 


(Continued from page 44) 

is a wop dialectician who comedes 
at the opening and then introduces 
Lane for a little comedy instru- 
mentation. Main portion of turn 
is taken up with a buffoon ballet 
between D'Amore and Lane, very 
good. 

Phil Fabello’s orchestra has gained 
quite a rep in this neighborhood 
and the boys are all known and 
liked. Their instrumentation and 
singing for the overture is given 
as much attention and response as 
the entertainment on the other side 
of the footlights. 


LINCOLN SQUARE 
(Vaudfilm) 
Lopsided vaude bill here the first 


half. “Navy Blues” (Metro), the 
feature. Biz Monday evening was 
fair. 

Vaude showed five turns, with 
only a flash act called “Libby 
Dancers” attempting originality. 


Of interest on tne bill beyond the 
feature and vaude was a Metro- 
tone reel running about half silent. 








Library shots, and maybe old. 
Opening act was the Nitos, for- 
merly the Three Nitos and now only 


two. The woman is out. Usual 
pantomime acrobatic clowning, a bit 
more subtle than is customary. Well 
liked. Morrell and Beckwith (New 
Acts), spotted second, comprise an 


uncultivated baritone-tenor and a 
pianist who acts. Wowed ’em here 


| featured, 


; playing all States with success for 


| during 


NEWSREELS AS TARGETS 


Australia 
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(Continued from page 2) 


preview attractions. Before fitting, 
exchanges generally arranged show- 
ings at city theatres Sunday nights. 
Critics began to kick at having to 


do extra work on the Sabbath, so 
idea was dropped. 

Karyl Norman with the Fullers 
for the season. 

Leo Carrillo touring New Zealand 
in “Lombardi, Ltd.,” for William- 
son-Tait. Melbourne follows. 





“Clowns in Clover” decided hit at 
Meibourne, with Ann Penn, English, 


“Desert Song” (WB), picture, 


U-T. “Singing Fool’ (WB) also 
doing well for same management. 





Hot weather hit business hard 
the Christmas season, with 
outdoor attractions leaving the city 
managers weeping. 





Ted Henkel scored at the Civic 
theatre, Auckland, musical di- 
rector and presentation producer, 
Henkel played 82 weeks at the Cap- 
itol, Sydney. 


as 


seorge D. Parker, American pro- 
ducer, responsible for magnificent 
staging of “Journey’s End,” Cri- 
terion, Sydney. Parker has been 
with W-T for six years. 

Joe Wayne, American, returns to 
America this week after two years 
at the King’s Cross, Sydney, as fea- 
tured organist. 





Julia Dawn _ scored nicely on 
opening as organist at Prince Ed- 
ward, Sydney. Miss Dawn is first 
woman Wurlitzer expert in this 
country. 

BE. J. Carroll, managing directo” 
of Carrolls’ Theatres, Ltd., leaves 
this week for America in search of 
concert talent. The Carrolls are big 
operators in Queensland, playing in 
conjunction with Union Theatres, 





Fuller’s playing ‘Rio Rita” in 
neighborhood house near Sydney to 
huge success. Janette Gilmore, 
American dancer, still a feature, 
Dave Mallen and Charley Sylber 
quit the show some time ago, re- 
turning to America. 

“Rita” about best money-maker 
ever handled by Fullers, 


3Sroadcasting is on a very low 
level over here. Some of the stuff 
going on the air is extremely poor, 


Still all kinds of chatter around 
about vaude being still alive. 

But one large company played 
vaude with its picture programs and 


employed an experienced booking 
man to take care of the route 
sheets, 

Circuit usually had anywhere 


from 30 to 40 acts playing weekly, 
mostly imported. Now one act is 
playing the chain. And the former 
booking manager is assistant to the 
house manager in one of the com- 
pany’s theatres. 


Another talker apparatus on the 
market under the title of Defoy 
Talkie Equipment and selling from 
$3,750 to $4,750. 

Stated to operate both sound-on- 





( 


film or dise. Rupert Foyle, Vic- 
torian showman, behind the come- 
pany. 


Until such time as the Federal 
government, working in conjunction 
with the State government, can 
make available tax tickets, each 
theatrical management must affix 
stamps to every ticket sold at the 
box-office to the value of 35 cents 
and over the tax value. 

Box-office girls are hollering be- 
cause their throats get dry during 
the busy periods licking the stick- 
ers, 











(Continued from page 1) 


to sense the value of the audible 
newsreel which, because of its 
limitations in covering spot news, 
has been much more receptive tae 
a novelty idea (even if a plug) than 





were the old silent reels. 
Concert, opera, amateur little 
theatre groups, and personal press 
agents for various people are 
among those listed as trying to 
sell the newsreel a reason for 
wheeting out the truck, 
all. Rich and Adair in next to 
closing were pretty weak, but got 
the crowd Same turn used to be 
| known Richardson and Adair. 
It’s a mixed duo, the man playing 


and can sail along in the pops. 
Third were Billy Arlington and 

Co., the “Co.” a woman who sings 

and feeds, Still good for laughs | 


adr inkir 
singing. 


clean tramp, 


with his comic 
harmony 
plays a 


g bit and fake 
Arlington 


shaved and 


now | 


Se es ee ee ie Ok ot 





old man with young ideas. 
Entire showing took 161 minutes. 
Night fare for floor is 50c, 


an 
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Variety 


NEXT WEEK (Feb. 15) 
THIS WEEK (Feb. 8) 





Numerals in connection with bills below 


show, whether ful! or split week 


Bills 


indicate opening day of 











Picture 





Theatres } 
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NEW YORK CITY | Theodore Katya 

Capitol (14) Mary Price 
Tito Cora Arrold Hartman 
Desha Sansone Accordion Beauties 
Shaw & Lee Sunkist Reawutie 
Al Evans “Lost Zeppelin” 
Jerry Coe & Bros CLEVELAND | 
ioe { + : s Stute (8) i 
South'n Melodies ‘Eton Days” Unit | 
Eddie Leonard Dave Se hooler 
Dennis Sis Tohn Maxw 
Berta Donn Marguerite é Gill 
4 Flash Devils 


Bayes & Speck 

Hale Girls 
Sobby Gillette 
“Not So Dumb” 

Paramount (8) 

“Ace High’ Unit 
Rudy. Vallee Orch 
Jed Doo'es 
Audree Ev 
Jesse Crawford 
“Burning Up” 

Roxy (8) 
Maurice Baroa 
Mischa Violin 
George k Billings 
Jim Coombs 
Leslie Stowe 
Hall Johnson Choir 
Clarke & Reese 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
Harold Van Duzee 
Evans & Weaver 
“Cameo Kirby” 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

Avalon (7) 
Cookie'’s. Bd 
Barbara Vernon 
Cowan & Grey 
Frank Hamilton 
Gifford & Gresham 

Capitel (7) 
Charlies Crafts Bd 
Kimuva Japs 
3 Jacks & 2 Queens 
Allen Reno 

Chicage (7) 
“Mardi Gras’ 

Bob Noan Bd 

PRtortons 
2. Gobs 
Dorothy Neville 
4 Harmonists 
2 Royal Midgets 
Fred Evans Ens'ble 
“Not so Dumb” 

Granada (7) 
“Sky Harbor” 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Burns & Kissen 
Collette Sis 
Chief Eaglefeather 
“Welcome Danger” 

Marbre (7) 
“Hello Baby” 

Joey Ross Bd 
Nelson & Knight 
Mulroy McN & R 
Joe Griffin 

Marbro Theatre Co 
“Welcome Danger” 

Oriental (7) 
“Dixie Dreams” U 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Sophie Tucker 
Johnny Paynes 
Addie Seamon 
Griffin & Gresham 
“Second Choice” 

Paradise (7) 
“Believe It or Not’ 
Mark Fisher Bd 
The Great Leon 
Earl LavVere 
Mary & Bobby 
Olive May 
Walter Powell 
Fred Evans Ens’ble 
“Thirteenth Chair’ 

Stratford (7) 
Ted Leary 
Al Thies Midgets 
Evans & Wolf 
Meyakos 

Tivoli (7) 

* “Shanghai Jesters” 
Frank Masters Bd 
Seed & Austin 
William Sis 
Bemis & Brown 
Electa Havel 
Serova Gir'!s 
“Thirteenth Chair” 

Uptown (7) 
“Nitey Nite’ U 
Al Kvale Bd 
Herschel! Henlere 
Lang & Hughes 
Cleo Floyd 
Jimmy Ray 
“Thirteenth Chair” 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (8) 
*“Aladdin’s Revels” 
Al Mitchell Bd 
Arthur Martel 
Geissler Orch 
“Green Goddess” 

State (8) 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Frank DeVoe 
“Devil May Care” 

BROOKLYN 

Fox (8) 
“Gardens” 
8 Slate Bros 
Maffa & Mae, 
Vina Zolle 
Cliff Nazarro 
Sunkist Beauties 
Rube Wolf 
“Sunny Side Up 

Paramount (8) 
*Red Rhythm” U 
Chief Shunatona 


ans 


ae S Indian Bd 


Joe & Bobby May 
Geraldine 
Marty & Ray 
Dennis King 
“Burning Up” 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (8) 
“White Caps” 
Phil Lampkin 
Bobby Pinkus 
B & H Hutchins 
Monroe & Grant 
Varsity 4 
Pauline Gaskins 
Fred Evans Co 
“7 Keys to B’pate” 
Hippodrome (8) 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
Buster Shaver 
Roy Rogers 
“Tiger Rose” 
Lafayette (8) 
“Accordion” 
Burt & Lehman 


Unit 


Miller & Henriette 
Castleton & Mack 
Chester Hale Girls 
Maurice Spitaln) 
“The Kibitzer’ 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace 
Ist half (14-16) 
“Song Shop” t 
Hal Sherman 
Carleton & Ballew 
Maureen & Sonny 
Faust : 
Gladys St 
Harold Hanson | 
Armund Sjovik i 
Gould Girls ] 
DENVER, COL. | 
Denver (20) 
“Jazz Clock Store’ 
Bob LaSalle 
Paul Kirkland 
Bard & Avon 
Tiffany 2 
Fred. Evans Girls 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Paramount 
Ist hea@ «(16-18) 
“Painted alclodies” 
Forsyth & Kelly 
Irene Tay:or 
Birdie Dean 
King & King 
Irwin Lewis 
Duval Sis 
Dorothy Berke 
DETRUVIT 
Fox (8), 
“Art in Tap 
Frankie J: a 
Rodney & Gouid 
Johnny Plank 
Jean McDonald 
Brown & Willa 
“Harm'’y at Home’’ 
Fisher (8) 
“Matchbox Revue” 
Samuel Benavie 
Arsene Siegal 
Del Deibridge 
“Love Comes Al’g” 
Michigan (8) 
Paul Ash 
Peggy Bernier 
Joe Besser 
Griffin Beauties 
“Laughing Lady” 
MINNEAP., MINN. 
Minnesota (15) 
“Believe It or Not” 
The Great Leon 
Earle LaVere 
Mary & Bobby 
Walter Powell 
Evans Girls 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (15) 
“Velvet Revue’ U 
Deagon & Canifax 
Walter Walters Co 
John Quinlan 
Blair & Thornton 
Reade Girls 
OMAHA, NEB. 
mount (15) 
2d half (13-16) 
“Marathon Frolic’ 
Joe Browning Sr 
Whitey Roberts 
Jules & J Walton 
Katharine Wright 
Joe Browning Jr 
Gould Girls 





John 


Co 





PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (8) 
“Melody Land’ U 

Bob Hall 


Belle Baker 
“Tiger Rose” 
Fox ) 
“Jazz Cinder 
Mae Usher 
Billy Randall 
Albert Hugo 
James Gaylord 
Dorothy & Virginia 
Sunkist Beauties 
“Lone Star R’'nger” 
Mastbaum (8) 
“Modes & Models” 
Verne Buck 
G Bamboschek 
“New York Nites" 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (8) 
“Topsy Turvy’ U 
Jay Mills 


“The Aviator” 
mn (8) 
“Toytown” Unit 
Fortunello. & C'lino 
Carlton Emmy Pets 
Ivan Triesault 
Alteen Clark 
Mile Pavia 
Gus Alexander 
Enoch Light 
Chester Hale G 
“Hot for Paris” 
Stanley (8) 
“Bombay” Unit 
Dick Powell 
Johnny Perkins 
Madelyn McKenzie 
Pasquali Bros 
“His. First Com'd" 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (8) 
Al & Harry Klein 


a 


Stanley & Savoy Sis 
Jeotge Shelton Co 
Mae Mack 


Fddie Heft 

Bob Rogers 
Bernard Weber Co 
Charles Carrer 
“Lost Zeppelin” 

S. ANTONIO, TEX. 


Texas 
ist half (17-20) 
. “Song Shop” U 
Hal Sherman 
Carleton & Ballew 
Maureen & Sonny 
Faust 3 
Gladys St John 
Harold Hanson 
Armund Sjovik 
Gould Gfris 








De! 


WASH’'GTON, D. C. {f eon Brusiloff 
Fox (15) i Harm'y at Home” 
“Tazz Cindere ie tj 
Fanchon & + ell Palace (15) 
Mae Usher —— Gardc U 
Billy Randall | Leo Vall 
Albert Hugo A an Rogers 
James Gay'ord |“ ning Up” 
{ Doroth & Virg inia | (8) 
Sunkist  Beauti es 
Alexander Callam |: ‘Bert nuda Bound” 
Meyer Vavis Sym Teddy Joyce 
| Leen Brusil-ff Runaw ay 4 
“City Girl’ Sally & Ted 
(8) Heien MacFarland 
Singer's Midgets Chester Hale Girls 


Days Leave” 











HIGH 


Meyer Davis Sym 
ADDRESS THIS WEEK 
Ss. S. AQUITANIA 


ON THE 
JACK POWELL 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


Charlotte V. 
Wesley Eddy 
(One to fill) 
H COLUMBUS 

} Loew's (15) 

| Eddie Miller & H 
| Marguerite & Gill 
| Castleton & Mack 
| Dave Schooler 

| John Maxwell 

| CORONA, L. L 
| Pla 

| Ist half (15-18) 
Paul Nolan Co 

|} Ethel Pastor 

| Claude & Marion 
(Two to fill) 

| 2a half (19-21) 

3 Silvers 

Fisher & Hurst 
Richy Craig Jr 

| Nina Olivette Co 





EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (15) 
lapelle & Carlt« 


Sam Hearn 
Down Home 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Loew's (15) 
Archie & G Falis 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Jane & Kath Lee 
Toney & Norman 
Ann Pritch'rd Boys 
JAMAICA, L. L 
Valencia (15) 
Bobby Walthour 





SEAS 

















. Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 


ist half (15 
5 Juggling Ne's 
Hewitt & Hall 
Riehy Craiz Jr 
Nina Olivette Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (19- 
Olvera Bros 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Abbott & Bisland 
Hyde & Burrell 
Grace Smith Co 
Delancey St. 
ist half. (15-18) 
Manning & Kiass 
Georgie Hunter 
La Tour & Meyers 
Wilson Bros 
Abbott & Bisland 
2d half (1¢-21,; 
Dick & E Barston 
Clark & O'Neill 
Kelly-Jackson Co 
Gordon & Walker 
Happy Harrison Co 
Fairmount 

Ist half (15-18) 
McManus & Hickey 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Grace & M Eline 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Gordon & Day 
Keith Wilbur 
Hooper-Gatchett Co 
Lane & Harper 
Carter & Albera Sis 


21) 


arand 
ist half (15-18) 
4 Karreys 
Lew White Co 
Frankie Heath 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Ryan Sis 
Paul Remos Co 
Sheldon Heft & L 
(Two to fili) 
Lincoln Square 
ist half (16-18) 
Myra Langford 
Kelly-Jackson Co 
Carter & Albera Sis 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Manning & Klass 
Georgie Hunter 
Harry Hayden Co 
McManus & Hickey 
7 Mariners 
National 
Ist half (15-18) 
Louvan 
Bernard & Townes 
Fisher & Hurst 
Brandeis C & Mann 
Grace Smith Co 
2d half (19-21) 
4 Karreys 
Ethel Pastor 
Art Henry Co 
Cyclone Steppers 
(One to fil) 
Orpheum 
ist half (15-18) 
Bud Carlel 
Fie!der-Harriet Co 
Van & Schenck 
Tracey & Hay Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
6 Juggiing Nelsons 
Clark & Smith 
Watson Sis 
Ed Janis Co 
Paradise (15) 
Eddie Leonard 
4 Flash Devils 
Berta Donn 
Bobby Gillette 
Bayes & Speck 
3 Dennis Sis 
State (15) 
Mangean Tr 
Billy & FE Newell 
Jack Osterman 
Modena’s Fantasy 
(One to fill) 
Victoria 
Ist half (15-18) 
De Onzos 
Lane & Harper 
Emil Boreo 
Billie Tichenor Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Maximo 
Carleton & Ballew 
Ferry Corwey 
Billy Glason 
Ruloff-E'ton Co 
BROOKLYN 
Medford 
Ist half (15-18) 
Ryan Sis 
Paul Remos Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Frank Wilson 
Jack Norworth Co 
Joe Termini 
(Two to fill) 
Gatee Ave. 
Ist half (15-18) 
Frank Wilran 
Ferry Corwey 
Mary Haynes 





Daro & Costa 


(One to fill) 
2d half (19-2 
Paul Nolan Co 
Myra Langford 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Emil Bereo 

(One _to 


1) 


Peg Bates 
Nina Oginska 
Catherine Lewis 
Atkins & O'Day 
Tom Fullmer 
Loew's 46th St. 
Ist half (165-18) 
Michel 
Hoorper-Gatchett Co 
Hyde & Burrell 
Happy Harrison Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Louvan 3 
Robinson & Pierce 
Van & Schenck” 
Tracey & Hay Co 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (15) 
Royal Uyena Japs 
Masters & Grayce 
Venita Gould 
Joe Friscoe 
Gracella & Th'dore 

Oriental 

Ist half (15-18) 
Olvera Bros 
Henry Regal Co 
Watson Sis 
Edna Torreace Co 
(One to fil!) 

2d half (19-21) 
Herberta Beeson 
Bernard & Townes 
Brandies C & Mann 
(Two to fill) 

Pitkin (15) 





Calijari Bros 
Serge Flash 
Ken Whitmer 
(Two to fill) 
Premier 
ist half (15-18) 
Helen Carlson 
Dolan & Gale 
Gordon & Walker 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Bud Carlel 
Morrell & Beckwith 
Fielder-Harriet Co 
Betty Cooper Rev 
(One to fill) 
d ON 
Loew’s (15) 
Ed & Jen Rooney 
Smith & Hart 
Anita Stewart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton Co 
ATLANTA 
Grand (15) 
Aurora 3 
Bob Nelson 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(One to fill) 


Flo Mayo 

Trixie Friganza 

Nat Nazarro 

Prosper & Maret 

Myrtle Pierce 
JERSEY CITY 

Loew's (15) 
Hungaria Tr 
6 White Lillies 


Sammy Kréofft 
Leon Navarra 
(One to fill) 


KANSAS CITY 
Taew's (15) 
Dresden China U nit 
MEMPHIS, TEN 
| State (15) 
| “Milady'’s Fan” 
Bobby Henshaw 

(Three to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (15) 

The Du Ponts 

3 Rah Rah Girls 

Will J Kennedy 

Joe Darcey 

Signor Friscoe Orch 
NEWARK 
State (15) 

Zelda Santley 

Devil's Circus 

Alexandria & Olson 

(Two to fill) 


Co 








Demarest & Deland 
Hughie Clark Co 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (15) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Jerry & B Brown 
Al Herman 
Money Is Money 
(One to fill) 
PITTSBU RGA 
Loew's (15) 
Tou Holtz 
Dolores Eddy 
Pearl Twins 
(Two to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (15) 
6 Maxellos 


& D 


Gus Mulcahy 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Roy Cummings 
Al B WI! Gang 
SYRACUSE 
Loew's (15) 
Fran 3 & Wally 
Wally Sharples 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Living Jewels 
«Une to hil) 
TORONTO 


Loew's (15) 
4 Ussems 
Primrose 4 
Edgar Bergen Co 
huss VW jae Ji Co 
Dream Street 
WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Loew's (15) 
Les Ghezzis 
Kaye & Sayre 
Dodd & Rush 
Allan Rogers 
(One to fill) 
WOODH,.V'N, L. I. 
Willard 
Ist half (i5-18) 
3 Silvers 


Carleton & Ballew 


Harry Hayden Co 

Hibbitt & Hartman 

Raye Ellis & LaRue 
2d half (19-21) 

6 Lucky Boys 

Si Wills 


Henry Rega: Co 
Mary Haynes Co 
Edna Torrence Co 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Yonkers 

Ist half (15-18) 
Gordon & Day 
Keith Wiibur 
Jack Norworth Co 
Robbins & Jewett 
Bernardo De Pace 

2d half (19-21) 
Le Grohs 


Hewitt & Hall 











Harrim’n Swan & L 
Harrison & Dakin 
Will Osborne Co 
Roger & Donnelly 
Luster Bros 

2a half (19-21) 
Corelli & Jeanine 
Dotson 
Watts & Hawley 
Ralph Olsen & Girls 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Danny Small Co 
Three Jolly Tars 
Philbrook & Baxter 
Marty May 
Anatole Friedland 


Coliseum 

ist half (15-18) 
Flowers of Seville 
Johnny Downs 
Odette Myrtle 
Harris & Radcliffe 
La Belle Pola 

2a half (19-21) 
Jean Rankin Bells 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Slim Timblin 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Afterpiece 

2d half (12-14) 
Jerry & J Martin 
May Questelle 
Any Family 
Rich & Cherie 
Larry Rich Friends 

8ist Street 

ist half (15-18) 
Jean Rankin Bells 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Slim Timblin 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Afterpiece 

2d half (19-21) 
Luster Bros 
Harrison & Dakin 
White & Manning 
Josephine Harmon 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Clayton J’kson & D 
Paul Nolan 





NEW ORLEANS Raymond & Caverly 
State (15) Grace & M Bline 
Jerome & BEvelyt Sun Tanned Follies 

| Keith’ 
NEW YORK CITY, Esther Ralston 
Chester Pat Henning Co 
Ist half (15-18) Corelli & Jcanine 


2d half (19-21) 
Enoz Frazere 
Chase & LaTour 
Jim McWilliams 
Leo Riesman Orch 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Ricardo Cortez Co 
Odette Myrtle 
Life Buoys & D fis 
Barry & Whitledge 
Franklyn D'Amore 


Franklin 

1st half (15-18) 
Jordan & Doyle 
Ergotti & Herman 
Layton & May 
Cecil Arden 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Hazel Lee & Boys 
Morrison & “Warkin 
Garry Owen 
Harry Fost'r Welch 
Fairbanks & Mall 
Al Rauh 4 

2d half (1”-14) 
Bert & G Turner 
Friend & Wells 
De Luxe Five 
Wright & Merrill 
Meehan & Shannon 
Ray Stanton Co 
Dorothy Kamden 
Delong & Renard 

Hamilton 

ist half (15-18) 
Cnwah Troupe 
Chas Tobias 
George Hagrerty 
R Olson & Girls 
Earl Faber 

2a half (19-21) 
Nathal 
Marie Decoma 
Honey Troupe 
Buddy Doyle & H 
J Thomas, Saxotet 

2d half (12-14) 
Jean Rose Rev 
Kapp & Tish 





Chas B'nniugt’n Bd 


2d half (19-21) 
Shields & Wilson 
McGarry & Dawn 
Evans & Troy 
Moran Warner & M 
(One to fill) 

2d haif (12-14) 
Kirtly & Rankin 
Bert & H Skatell 
Emerson & KRaldwin 
(Two to fill) 

Palace (15) 
Leslie Strange 
Willie West & McG 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
Ann Pennington Bd 
Joe Bonomo 

(8) 
Joe Mendi 
Jack & K Spangler 
Pat Henning 
Adelaide Hall 
Fanny Brice 
Phil Baker 
Adolph Gladys & E 
Kikutas Japs 
Riverside 
half (15-18) 
Hap Hazzard 
Glad Rags 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (19-31) 
Wm Ebs 
Jack & K Spangler 


Ist 





(Others to a) 


BOS 
Keith Albee (15) 
Mascagno 4 
Nancy Decker 
Norman Thomas 5 
Corbett & O'Brien 
Goss & Barrows 
(8) 
Hap Hazzard 
Tabor & Greene 
Liazeed Arabs 
Carmella Ponselle 
Mrry'and Colleg’ns 
BUFFALO 
Hippedrome (15) 
Lamont 4 
( ‘hisholm - Breen 


Al & edman 
Siamese Tv ns 
(Qne to fill) 

(8) 
Tiny Town Rev 


Roy Rogers 
Weaver Bros 
“Home Folks” 
(One to fill) 
CALGARY 
Grand (15) 
Lime 3 
Adela Verne 
Rob Hope 
Webb Entertainers 
(One to fill) 








PAUL 








KIRKLAND 
“THE LADDER LAD” 


AND 


BIRDIE DEAN 
“STUDY IN SUPPLENESS” 
PUBLIX UNITS 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 











Chain & Conroy 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Murand & Girton 
Marie De. Comba 
Manhattan Steppers 
Bert Walton 
Lt Gitz Rice 


Reyal 
ist half (15-18) 
Clifford & Wayne 6 
Clinton & Angelins 
Nathal 
Spence & True 
J Thomas Saxotet 
2d half (19-21) 
Harrim'’n Swan & L 
Le Paul 
Billy Purl Co 
Chevalier Bros 
Rudell & Donegan 
Melody Mansion 
2d half (12-14) 
Clarence Downey 
Don Cummings 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Patricola 
On Wah Tr 
FROOKLYN 
Albee (15) 
Echces of Desert 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Chinese Whoopee 
Corinne Tilton 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(8) 
Enoz Frazere 
Stan Stanley 
Norman Thomas §& 
White & Manning 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroil Rev 
Bushwick 
ist half (15-18) 
Cardini 
Simpson & Dean 
Devito Denny Co 
Ray Shannon Co 
Elizabeth Morgan 
2d half. (19-21) 
Mary Ardis 
Geo Schreck Co 
Emers’n & Baldwin 
Clayton & Leonora 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Moody & Harr’gton 
Joe Daly Co 
Taylor & Bobbie 
Lee & Bert Ryan 
Eddie Carr Bd 
Kenmore 
ist half (15-18) 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Josephine Harmon 
Geo K Arthur 
Enoz Frazere 
(One to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Odette Myrtle 
Kikutas Japs 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Nathal 
Joe Termirt 
Esther Ralston 
Snyder & Cooley 
Glory of Svain 
ison 
Ist half (15-18) 
White & Manning 
Jim McWi,'iame 
Wells Craven & L 








NE 


TUESDAYS 


HOTEL 
MANHATTAN 


15S bn vine Ss 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ — 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St. Phila. 





BALTIMORE 
Loew's (15) 

Runaway 4 
Teddy Joyce 
Helen McFarland 
Sally & Ted 
(One to fill) 

BAY RIDGE 

Loew's 

Ist half (15-18) 
Morrell & Beckwith 
Art Henry Co 
Sun Tanned Moliies 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Michel 
Cuby & Smith 
Lew White Co 
Claude & Marion 
Billie Tichenor Co 

BOs 


STON 
Orpheum (15) 
Les Jardys 


Romaine & Castle 
Jack Janis Co 
Caits Bros 
Cari Freed Orch 
CANTON 
Loew's 
lst half (15-18) 
Fortunello & C’linoe 
Carlton Emmy Pets 
Aileen Clark 
Ivan Triesault 
Pavia 
Gus Alexander 
2d half (19-21) 
Dave Harris Co 
(Others to fill) 
OLEVELAND 
Granada (15) 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 








| Harris & Claire 
Val & E Stantosa 
(One to fill) 

86t 


h Street 
Ist half wits 18) 
Kikutas Japs 
Cora Greene 
Norman Phillips Co 
Larry Rich Friends 
Rich & Cherie 
2d half (19-21) 
Flowers of Seville 
Johnny Downs 
Harris & Radcliffe 
La Belle Pola 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Ewing Eaton 
Van Essi 
Corinne Tilton 
Chinese Whoopee 
58th Street 
Ist half (15-18) 
Grace Doro 
Arthur & M Havel 
Jimmy Savo 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Pat Henning 
Geo K Arthur Co 
Earl Fisher Co 
(T vo to filly 
2d half (12-14) 
Harrim'n Swan & L 
Harrison & Dakia 
Siamese Twins 
Lubin Larry @& A 
(One to fill) 
Fordham 
Ist half (16-18) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Fost'r Welch 





Flynn & Mack 

A Corelli & Jean 

Hippodrome (15) 

Miacahua 

Laureen & La Dare 

Kane & Ellis 

Wells & 4 Fays 

Glenn & Jenkins 

Kitchen Pirates 
(8) 


Honey Tr 
Three Sma!'! Bros 
Erady & Wells 
Joe Jackson 
Chain & Conrey 
Cunningham & C 
Jefferson 
ist half (15-18) 
Honey Tr 
Dotson 
Peezy Hope Co 
Flo Myers. & Girls 
Hurst & Vogt 
Swan .t Lewis Rev 
2d half (16-21) 
Wilren Kepple & B 
Jean La Cross 
Briants 
Miliard & Marlin 
Larry Rich & C 
Larry Rich & Gang 
2d half ‘12-14) 
Luster Bros 
Morley Sis 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Anger & Corday 
Willie West & McG 
Jim McWilliams 
Mosconi Bros 
125th Street 
Ist half (15-18) 
Dura & Cross 





Van & Roe 





(Two to fill) 

24 half (19-21) 
Francois Densmore 
Glad Rags 
(Three to fil) 

2d half (12-14) 
Flowers of Seville 
Johnny Downs 
Josephine Harmon 
Harris & Radcliffe 
La Belle Pola 

Prospect 

Ist half (15-18) 
Francois Densmore 
Emerson & FRaldwin 
Joe Mendi 
Vaughn Comfort Jr 
Fairbanks & Hall 
Bernard & Squires 
Vance & Elinore 
Shipwreck Kelly 

2d hajf (19-21) 
Ergotti & Herman 
Flapper Freshies 
Kennedy & Cohen 
Dayton & May 
Jim & C Mortor 

2d half .12-14) 
Padd¥Y Saunders 
Bingham & Meyers 
H Miller & J Velie 
Smythe & Lisler 
Co-Eds 
Meyers & Roth 
Wilbur Sweatman 

AKRON 
Palace (15) 
Poin’ Things” 
(Others > fill) 


Chinese Show Boat 
Fred Lightner 
(Three to fill) 





CHICAGO 

Palace (15) 
Gordon &. King 
Faber & Lehr 
Frank Gaby 
Rae Samuels 
Summers & Hunt 
Joe Cook 
De Marcos 


Kanazawa Japs 
Mildred "Hunt Co 
Ward & Van 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Ted Healy Co 
State Lake (15) 
Marinelli Girls 
Tyler Mason 
Solly Ward 
Burns & Allen 
Louie's Hungry 6 


(8) 

Carrie & Eddy 
Bozo Sriyder Co 
Rin Tin Tin 
Flo Lewis 
Pollack & Dunn 

CINCINNATI 

Albee (15) 
Jean Carr 
Bobby Mae 
Roxy's Gang 
Fred Lightner 
Billy House Co 


(8) 
Russell Markert Co 
Dooley & Sales 
Harry Delf 
Ike Rose's Midgets 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. (15) 
Carry & Eddy 
Bozo Snyder Co 
Jack Major 
Flo Lewis Co 
Sawyer & Eddy 
(8) 


St Clair Sis & O’D 
Tyler Mason 
Paris Creations 
Burns & Allen 
Harmonica Bd 

Palace (15) 
Zastro White Co 
Nan Halperin 
Harry Holmes 
Ben Bernie Bd 
(One to fill) 

(8) 


Sones & Steps 
Ryan & Noblette 
Roxy's Gang 
Joe Cook 
(One rs fill) 
I-ENVER 
Orpheum (15) 
La Salle & Mack 
Chamb'I'n & Himes 
Blood & Thunder 
Brown Bros 
Florrie La Vere 
(8) 
Kelso Bros Rev 
(Others to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Keith’s 
Ist half (15-18) 
Chain & Conroy 
Leo Reisman Orch 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Grace Doro 
Arthur & M Havel 
Jimmy Savo 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Jean Rankin 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Chas Slim Timblin 
Afterpiece 
JERSEY cITy 


ist half (15-18) 
6 Demons 
Geo Schreck Co 
Lydia Barry 
Melody Mansion 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Robbins 3 
Long Island 
Buck & Bubbles 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Pinto Arcara & F 
Modern Cinderella 
Sam & C Merton 
4 Sidneys 
Silver Flashes 

KANSAS CITY 

Mainstreet (15) 
Foster Fagan & C 
Morris & Campbell 
Ken Murray Co 
Butler & Santos 
(One tor fill) 

, (8) 
Frabelle’s Frolics 
Brems F & M Bros 
Marion Wilkins 
Rae Samuels 
(One to fill) 

LOS ANGELES 

Millstreet (15) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Folten & barker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill} 

M’KEESPORT 

Keith's 

Ist half (15-18) 
McLaughlin & E 
Cecil Alexander 
(Three to fill) 





(Others to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
3 Rolling Stones 
(Others to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (15) 
Jack Major 
Danny Duncan Co 
Sully & Thomas 
Natacha Nattova 
(One to fill) 
(8) 
6 Galenos 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Leavitt & L'kwood 
(Two to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (15) 
Willie Higgie Girls 
Ada Brown 
Claire Vincent Co 





——“"3 
druff [Jack North Freeman R & M ALBANY 2d half (19-21) ROCHESTER 
George D'«:rmonde | (Two to fill) or’s (15) Inez & Dewyn Palace (15) 
Anatole Friedland 


Songs & Steps 
George Beatty 

Viola Dana Co 

Evans & Mayer 
Theramin 


(8) 

Wilson. Kepple & 
Glad Moffat BR 
Clifford & Marion 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(One to li} 
SALT LAKE CITY 

Orpheum (15) 
Tillis & LaRue 
Eddie Praio Co 
Curley Burns Co 
(Two to a i) 


(8 
6 Brown aa 
Chamb'lin & Himes 
Florrie Le Vere 





HOWARD SLOAT, 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT ' 


A: Bi Leach & Co., inc 





. 57 Wilham St 


N.Y 





Wilton & Weber 
(One to fill) 
(8) 
Campus 5 
Harry J Conley Co 
Gracie Barry 
Mijares 
(One to fill) 
MT. VERNON 
Keith's 
ist half (15-18) 
Briants 
Scooter Lowry 
Savoy & Mann 
Patricola 
(One to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Al Gordon's Dogs 
Ewing Eaton 
Jack Usher Co 
Kay Stanton 
Will Osborne Co 
2d half (12-14) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Spence & True 
Wally Sharples Co 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Senorita Alcanez Co 
NEWARK 


4 Jacks & Girlie 
Barry & Whitledge 
Pat Rooney Rev 
(Two. to fill) 
(8) 
7 Nelsons 
Wilson: & Dobson 
Kitchen Pirate 
Lillian Morton 
Jam?’s Barton 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith's 

ist half (15-18) 
Al Gordon's Dogs 
May Questelle 
Jack Usher Co 
Millard & Marlin 
Joe Jackson 

2a half (19-21) 
Murand & Girton 
Mack & Wright 
Esther. Ralston 
Lubin Laurie & A 
Paula Paquita & C 

2d half (12-14) 
Chevalier Bros 
Moore Sis 
Abe Reynolds Co 
Lander Bros 
Will Osborne Orch 

OAKLAND 
Orpheum (15) 
The Digitanos 
Derickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
( 


Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (15) 
The Meyakos 
Manny King Co 
(Three * fill) 
) 


2 Daveys 
De Marcos 
Yates & Lawley 
Morris & Campbell 
(One to fill) 
OTTAWA 
Keith’s (15) 
Polar Pastimes 
Gracie Barry 
Chabot & Tortont 
Campus 
(One to aed 
) 


Paula & Al Blum 
Anderson & Graves 
Boyd Senter Co 
Marrone-Lacoste Co 
(One to fill) 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
ist half (15-18) 
Jack & K Spangler 
Sinclair & Clarke 
Irving Edwards 
15 Syncopetts 
(One to fili) 
2a half (19-21) 
Onwah Troupe 
Jerome Jackson Co 
The Rangers 
Ray Shannon 
Henry Bergman Co 
2d. half (12-14) 
Wm Groh Co 
Brooks & Kush 
Toby Wilson Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Ralph Olsen Co 


PORTLAND 
Orpheum (15) 


Lee Twins 
Medley & Duprey 
Snoozer Junior 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 


(8) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 





(Two to fill» 
SAN DIEGO 
Orpheum (15) 
Dance Fabies 
Hal Neiman 
Ruby Norton 
Ray & Harrison 
Fred Sylvester 
(8) 
Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (15) 
P Oukrainsky Co 
Nash & -Fataly 
W_ & J Mandell 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 
(8) 
The Digitanos 
Derrickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
SCHENECTADY " 
Keith's 
ist half (16-18) 
Golden Dreams 
Rudell & Donegan 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Grace Doro 
Tinytown Revue 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Billy Farrell.Co 
Bill gTeliaack 
L Benstead Co 
(Two to fill) 
SEATTLE 
Orpheum (15) 
6 American Belf'ds 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Murdock Co 
Bill Robinson 
(One to fill) 
( 


8) 
4 Cirillo Boys 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sandess 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 


Adela Verne 

Bob Hope 

Webb’s Entert’n'rs 
(One to fill) 


8) 
Great Rolle 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 
(One to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (15) 
Spirit of Mir:‘relsy 
Ward & Van 
M Wilkins Ce 
Morris & Campbell 
(One to . 


( 
Schepp’s Circus 
Foster Fagan & CG 
Solly Ward Co 
Ker Murray Co 
Butler Santos Co 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (15) 
Kitayamos 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
(Three to Alt) 


(8) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Libonati 
Irene Rich Co 
Al Trahan 
(One to fill) 
SYRACTSE 
Keith’s (15) 
Red Donahue & a} 
Rose Perfect 
Clifford & Marion 
F Richardson Bd 
4 Camerons 
&) 
Armstrong ros 
Faber & Wales 
Harry Holmes Co 
Shuron Devries Co 
(One to fill) 
TACOMA 
KKO Pantages (15) 
4 Cirillo Beys 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
(8) 


Lee Twins 
Medley & Ouprey 
Snoozer Junior 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 


TORONTO 
Hippodome (15) 
Paris Fashions 
Roy Roger? 
Weaver Brothers 
“Home Folks” 
(One to fill» 
(8) 


Polar Pastimes 
Ada Brown 
Claire Vincect Co 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. & 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


This Week: 


Patsy Kelly, Four Karreys 





Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith-Albee (15) 
Lane Osborne & C 
Paul Sydell & S$ 
Liazeed Arabs 
Sylvia Clark 
Chas Benn'eton Bd 


Francois Densmore 
Nancy Decker 
Junior Durkin Co 
Corbett & O’Brien 
Rudell & Dunnegan 
QUEBEC 

Auditorium (15) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Sid & DB Leslie 
Boyd Senter Co 
Marrone-Lacosta Co 
(One to fill) 











Wilton & Weber 
Will Higgie & Girls 


TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (15-18) 
Chevalier Bros 
Marie Decoma 
Lubin Laurie & A 
Paula Paquita & C 
(One to fili) 
2a half (19-21) 
Del Ortos 
Cora Green 
Joe Jackscen 
Esmonde & 
(One to fill 
2d half (12-14) 
Giad Rags 
George Morton 
Cardini 
Earl Faber Co 
(One to fill) 


Grant 
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Wednesday, 


February 12, 1930 
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TROY 
Procter’s 
jst half (15-18) 
Grace Doro 
Bert Walten 
Tiny Town Revue 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Golden Dreams 
Bert Walton 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Mack & Wright 
Stateroom 19 
Chabot & Tortoni 
4 Camerons 
Gates & laire 


UNION HILL 
Capitol 

ist half (15-18) 
Robbins 3 
Clark & O'Neil 
Long Island 
Buck & Bubbles 
(One to fill) 

2a half (1 
Cardini 
Jerome & Ryan 
Lydia Barry 
(Two to fill) 

°d half (12-14) 
Goss & Barrows 
Tne Rangers 
Wm Ebbs 
Moscagno 4 
Caulfield & Ritchle 


$-21) 





2d half (19-21) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Jack & Ruth Hayes 
Hope Vernon 
Bayes & Speck 
Peter Higgins 

2d half (12-14) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
George Herm'n Co 
S Kavanaugh Co 
Miller & Wilson 
Peter Higgins 

WINNIPEG 

Capitol (15) 
6 Galenos 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Al Trahane 
(One to fill) 

(8) 


Gold & Rave 
T’mpest & S'nshine 
Sol Gould 


rn 


Arthur Petley Co 
(One to fill) 
YONKERS 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-18) 
Muranda & Girton 
Jean La Cross 
Major Mite 
Jack Hayes Co 
Frank Ma 
2a hal? 
3 Melfords 
Anger & C 





(19-21) 


ray 





“EXCLUSIVELY ‘DESIGNED | 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


N ROCK 








4632 B’way,. at 50th St., N. Y. City 


VANCOUVER 

Orpheum (15) 
Great Rolle 
Waiter Dare Wahl 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 
qOne to fill) 

(8) 
6 American Belf’ds 
Edward & Newton 
Teck Murdock Co 
Bill Robinson 
(One to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 

ist half (15-18) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Anger & Corday 
Mack & Wright 
Fred Stritt Co 
Peter Higgins 





Heyday of Youth 
Scooter Lowry 
G Haggerty Co 
Patricola 
Muriel Kaye Co 
2a half (-2-14) 
Marionette Guild R 
Murdock & Mayo 
Dixon Hoyer Co 
Eddie Hanley 
Johnny Pastine R 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (15) 
Russell Markert G 
Ryan & Noblette 
Harry Delf 


(Two to fill) 
(s) 
Doin’ Things 


(Others to till) 





Fanchon 





& Marco 





BRIDGEP’RT, CT. 
Palace (13) 
*Gobs of Joy’ Idea 

Pat West 
Bailey & Barnum 
Cook Sis 
B & E Lewis 
Moore & Moore 
Jones & Hewett 
Scotty Weston 
Coley 
Loma Ruth 
Dolly Kramer 
Johnny Ashford 
Wanda Allen 
Henry Aguirre 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (13) 
‘Ser’ni’nd Melodies’ 
Karavaeft 
Lamberti 
David Reece 
Sherry Louise 
Franklin & Warner 
J & B Welling 
Lucille Iverson 
Everets & Lowry 
BUFFALO, N. Y,. 
Lafayette (13) 
“Art in Taps’ Idea 
Mrytle Gordon 
Rodney & Gould 
Al & Hal 
Johnny Plank 
Jeanne McDonald 
Eddie Lewis 
Brown & Willa 
ose MONT. 


ox 
1st half (13-16) 
‘Carnival Russe’ Id 
Countess Sonia 
Alex Shere Bekefi 
Russian Sunrise 3 
Sam Linfield Co 
DENVER, COLO. 
Tabor Grand (12) 
*‘Let’s Pretend’ Idea 
Tillyou & Rogers 
Florence Forman 
Ed Cheney 
Rita Lane 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (13) 
“Far East” Idea 
Frank Stever 
Helen Pachaud 
M Saami Co 
2 Jacks & 2 Q’ns 
Ruth Kadamatsu 
Joan Hardcastle 
FRESNO 


Wilson 
Ist half (14-16) 





Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
Watts & Arminda 
Doris Nierly 
NEW HAVEN, 
Palace (13) 
olumns” Idea 
Rome & Gaut 
Niles Marsh 
Billy Rolls 
Maxine Evelyn 
Dorothy Henley 
N’G’RA F'LS, N. ¥. 
Strand (13) 
“Accordion” Idea 
Burt & Lehman 
Theo & Katya 
Net Spector 
Mary Price 
Arnold Hartman 
0: AKL AND 


cT. 


“Cc 


“Ivory” 
4 High Hatters 
Hy Meyer 
Goetz & Duffy 
Betty Lou Webb 
PASADENA 
Colorado (13) 
“Marble” Idea 
Harris 3 
Molandin & Brig'te 
Flobelle & Charlie 
H B Matthews 
PH’'L’DPHIA, PA. 
Fox (13) 
‘Jazz Cinderella’ Id 
Mae Usher 
Roy Rogers 
Pauline Alpert 
James Gaylord 
Billy Randall 
Albert Hugo 


Adair & Stewart 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


Broadway (13) 
‘International’ Idea 
Markell & Faun 
Sederico Flores 
Mignon Laird 
Billy Carr 
Osaka Boys 

SAC RAMENTO 

Fox (14) 
“Overtures’ Idea 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 
Louise Manning 
Huff & Huff 
Helen Hille 

SALEM, ORE. 

Elsinore 

Ist half (15-17) 








FISHER and GILMORE 


African Theatres, Ltd. 
Johannesburg, South Africa 








“Peasant” Idea 
Diehl Sis 
General Ed Lavine 
June Worth 
Belcher Dancers 
_GREAT FALLS 
Grand 
Ist half (11-13) 
“Uniforms” Idea 
Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Joy Bros 
Shore & Moore 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (13) 
“Drapes’ Idea 
Frank Melino Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 
ROLLYWOOD 
Egyptian (13) 
“Trees’ Idea 
Naynon's Birds 
Levine & Peicard 
Mavis & Ted 
enny Creel 
Esther Campbell 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (13) 
“Eyes” Idea 
Candreva Bros 
Don Carroll 
B & U Buroft 
MILW’KEF, WIS. 
Wisconsin (13) 
“Idea in Green” 
Bern & Lawrence 





| General 


| 
| 
| 
| 


lJ & J Mel 


| SP’G'F’LD, 


“Desert” Idea 
& M Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Manuel Lopez 
Carla Torney Girls 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (13) 
“Zeppelin” Idea 
Bailey & Bainum 
Keo Toki & Toki 
Richard Wally 
naoges & Selby 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (14) 
‘Manila Bound’ Id 
H & F Seamon 
Romero Family 
Stella Royal 
SAN JOSE 
California 
2d half (17-198) 
‘Peasant’ Idea 
Diehl Sis 
Ed Levine 
June Worth 
Beicher Dancers 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Fifth Ave. (13) 
‘Hot Dominoes j 
Les :* lieks 
Pau! Mall 
eater Web> & 
M ASS. 
Palace (13) 
“Kisses’’ Idea 
.enna 


ers Col 


VARIETY 























(Two to fill) 


EFT. WAYNE, 
Palace 
ist half (16-18) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Teller Sis 
Lewis & Dody 
Dillon & Parker 
(Oue to fill) 
2a half (19-22 
Blackstone 
(Others to fill) 
G'D R’P’DS, M’CH. 
Keith's 
ist balf (16-1$) 
3 Orantos 
Sid Lewis 
Rae Samuels 
(Two to fill) 


IND. 


Bobby & King 
Senna & Dean 
Brems F & M Bros 
Gibb 2 

so. BEND, IND. 

Palace 

ist half (16-18) 
Blackstone 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (19-22) 
Kelso Bros Rev 
(Others to fill) 
WINDSOR, CAN. 

Capitol 

ist half (17-19) 
Pickard & Seal 
teo Broadhurst Co 
The Nutty Club 

2d half (20-22) 
Morris & Shaw 





2a half (20-22) 


(Two to fill) 








Interstate 








ATLANTA 
Keith's (10) 
Count Bern! Vicl 
(Others to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (10) 
Yacopi Tr 
Billy Miller 
Kerr & Ensign 
Al K Hall Co 
(One to fill) 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum 
2a haif (18-20) 
Lottie Atherton 
LaMarr & Boice 
Lyte! & Fant 
MeLallien & Sarah 
(One tio fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (13) 
Falis Reading & B 
Primrose Semon 
Loma Worth 
Herb Williams Co 
(One to fill) 
FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (13) 
Douglas Wr ght Co 


Eddie Dale Co 
Freda & Palace 
(One to fill) 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Majestic (13) 
Ray Huling & Seal 

Britt Wood 
Lee Gail Ensemble 
(Two to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (15) 
Carr Lynn 
Wheeler & Morton 
Texas Comedy 4 
Stop Look & Listen 
(One to fill) 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

Orpheum (13) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Talent & Merit 
Kramer & Boyle 
Palm Beach Girls 
(One to fil) 

SAN ANTONIO 

Majestic (15) 
Colleano Family 
Hall & Erminie 
Joseph Regan 
Eddie Stanley & G 





Claudia Coleman 





(One to fill) 





* Great 





States 


















































Uptown Village 
Eddie Varzo0 Bd 


Jean Jordon 
Cotton Club 











Johnny Hudgins Vanity Fair 
Mal Alix Rick & Snyder 
Walter Barnes Bd | Jack Edwards 
Frolics Helen Burke 
Jack Waldron Evelyn Dean 
Geo McQueen Phil Levant Ba 
Miss Harriett Varsity 
|} Loomis Twine Al Handler Bd 
BURLESQUE 


(Weeks of Feb. 10 and 17) 


Bare Facts—Irving Place, N. Y¥. C.; 17, 
Empire, Newark. 
Best Show in Town—Orpheum, Paterson; 
17, Hudson, Union City. 
Big Revue—Hudson, Union City; 17, 
Cayety, Brooklyn. 
Bridgeport; 17, Fox, 


Bohemians—Lyric, 
Jamaica, N. Y. 
Bowery Burlesquers— Gayety, Buffalo; 17, 
L. O. 
Broadway Scandals—Star, Brooklyn; 17, 
oO. 
Burlesque Revue—Gayety, Scranton; 17-19, 
Lyric, Allentown; 20-22, Orpheum, Reading. 
Cracker Ja‘ *ks—Grand, Hartford; 17, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 


Dainty Dolls—Gayety, Boston; 17, State, 
Springfield. , , 

Dimpled Darlinge—Empress, Cincinnati 
17, I. O. 

Flapper Follies—L. 0.; 17, Gayety, Mil- 
waukee. 


French Models—New Empire, Albany; 17, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Frivolities—Gayety, 17, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Get Hot—Empire, Newark; 17, Orpheum, 
Paterson. 

Ginger Girls—Gayety, Montreal; 17, L. O. 

Girls from the Follies—Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia; 17, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Girls from Happyland—Lyric, Dayton; 17, 


Washington; 


Empress, Cincinnati. 
Girls in Blue—Plaza, Worcester; 17, 
Howard, Boston. 

Brooklyn; 17, Co- 


Hello Paree—Gayety, 
lumbia, N. Y. C. 

High Flyers—Casino, Boston; 17, Troca- 
dero, Philadelphia. 

Hindu Belles—Gayety, 
ety, Washington. 

Jazztime Revue—Empire, 
lumbia, Cleveland. 

Laffin Thru—H & S Apollo, N. 
Irving Place, N. Y. C. 


Baltimore; 17, Gay- 
Toledo; 17, Co- 
¥. G.3 27 





Mischief Makers—10-12, Wedgeway; 13-15, 
J . Schenectady; 17, Gayety, Boston. 
JOLIET, ILL, Frances Kennedy Moulin Rouge—Emprees, Chicago; 17, 
Rialto (One to fill) Gayety, Detroit. 
ist half (17-19)  -. — (19-22 Nite Club Girls—Modern, Providence; 17, 
Max & Gang 2'binat Gaye Scranton. 
Nancy Gibbs Co Rhems F & M Bros Parisian Flappere—Lyceum, Columbus; 17, 
(One to fill) _ The Graduates Lyric, Dayton. ‘ 
24 half (20-22) | WAUKEGAN, ILL.| “pecord Breakers—Academy, Pittsburgh; 
Teller Sis Genesee 17, Lyceum, Columbus. 
Jack Kneeland Co ist half (16-19) Social Maids—Columbia, Cleveland; 17, 
} (One to fill) py Gayety, Buffalo. 
‘ arry Rose cuftarvick. @%. tutes 
| PEORIA, ILL. | polack & Dunn ee ee rae. Se Leen 
} Palac ~ - porty Widows—Fox, Jamaica, N. Y.; 17, 
ace 24 half (20-32) | soherr, Providence 
Ist half (18-18) Nancy Gibbs Co Step Lively Girls—L. O.; 17 ino, Bos- 
1; arry Girard Ens (Two to fill) ton p Lively Girle—L. O.; 1%, Casino, se 
| Steppe Show—Gayety, Milwamkee; 17, Em- 
| prese, Chicago. 
° | Sugar Babies—Columbia, N. Y. C.; 17-19, 
Butte 1é | Wedgeway; 20-22, Schenectady. 
| Take a Chance—£tate, Springfield; 17, 
} i(irand, Hartford. 
: Tempters—Howerd, Boston; 17, H @ 8 
LANSING, MICH, ; Corey & Mann Co j Apollo, N. Y. C. 
one | 2G half (20-22) | Watson Show-—L. ©.; 17, Gayety, Mon- 
let half 41€-18) | The Kennedys @) treal 
Lomas Tr Francis Renau't ' ine. Woman an Sorg-Gayety, Detroit 
j car Oliver (One to fill) it. Emrtre. Tole 











lents which the producing concern 
won't put out because there’s no | 
market here for them, 

Asking how United Artists could 
be expected to pay £125,000 for two 
films which were hardly bookable, 
U. A. got the reply that was the 
tribute they would have to pay for 
the privilege of trading here. 

This is at any rate perfectly frank, 
and expresses the attitude of the 
major native producers. 

Result is some of the American 
distribs are finding means within 
the act of financing their own Quota 
product, while others have bought 
junk. Additional difficulty has been 
that most all the Quota-floated com- 
panies were only equipped for silents 
and by the time they had shot their 
dough making these films the mar- 
ket for silents had blown and they 
were without a bankroll and not 
equipped for talkers. And as they 
had been making quickies, with 
about as much talent and technical 
staff as would make a fair news reel, 
the hangover of their silents (which 
were all there was for distribs 
Quota) was what the exhibitor is 
now calling it—a pain in the neck. 

3oard of Trade'’s Advisory Com- 
mittee has met to consider the coni- 
plaint from the Exhibitors’ Associa- | 
tion 





as Federation of British Industries’ 
nominee in ~lace of Colonel A. C. 
Bromhead, said a mouthful about | 
American distribs., raking the ash | 
cans for junk. 

Maybe John has some films he’d 
like to sell in place of what, say, 
Fox and Universal are handling for 
Quota. 

Fox showed two in December. 
One was “Over the Sticks,” horse 
opera made by G.:B. Samuelson. 
Cast made un of email part folk and 
footage had old news reels aplenty. | 
Film was only 335 feet over the legal | 
minimum for a feature (which is 
3,000 feet), and is a disgraceful 
waste of all the $500 it must have 
cost to produce. Other was 
of Donegal,” also a horse song and 
dance, not made by anyone trace- 

here. and looks like it may 
have come from an amateur stable 
in Ireland. One of the ousiest 
pieces of junk shown for Quota dur- 
ing the year, and that’s saying a 
mouthful. 

Universal, having 
Quota lemons, 
thing called 
dian scenic 


picked many 
recently showed a 
“Durgesh Nandi,”’. In- 
mainly, 12,372 feet long. 





Little story, less acting and direc- 
tion. After which another jewel: 
of Asia, “Anarkali,’ 10,500 feet of 
nothing. 

This same week also saw Par- 
amount show “Yellow Stockinces, 
which even the trade papers admit 
is bad. And Fox has shown “My 
| Lord the Chauffeur,’ which was 
jmade as propaganda for the Ancier 

Order of Frothblowers and leoks 


;}seconded by Henry Morgan, 
‘it would be the committee's busi- 
jness to find out what had become 


General Council both as to 
quality and quantity, and John 
Maxwell, sitting for the first time | 


“Pride | 





=~ en ———— : -— - ge — 
Will Cowan Theodore & Katya ee 
E Fiat 4 Nat Spector 
Helen Aubrey Mary Price 
Mable & Marcia Arnold Hartman ar Ss 
Mitzi Mayfeir W’SHINGT'N, D.C. | 
Wallen & Barner Fox (13) 
Dave Hacker “Gardens” Idea r «Continued from page 7 
ST. LOUIS Slate Bros NEW YORK pameas te . 
Fox (13) Maffa & Mae ’ 
‘Black & Gcld’ I@ | Vina Zolle Gallant's Tira Kewin — 
4 Kemmys Cliff Nazarro B & M Johnston Marie Regan of the currently offered Quota stuff, ,like someone had blown the froth 
Arnold Grazer W’TERBURY, CT. Elinor Kerr Joey [oaeee ~ which several of the distri but ors are lwell off. : 
ie Wien. l ttellgewee Give ggg Bt Peete apsecdeers | showing to complete this year’s re-| So as it stands there fs a bright 
TULSA, OKLA, 3 Gobs _ aa tees Non Drena Beach quirement, they can show a strong |and lively schlemozzle working jw 

y i ee Oakl ’s Terr case, abo is Q ¢ V hic wi 
wren niuer 1 [Enis w'Fetmine | Casanova — | Suudy™Keancdy | “or ies Lssidak'nin “ohana Citic: | ote puteetoncte tat area 
Manny & Picks Miles & Perlee Jack Buchanan Will Oakland Rev British Association of Film Dis- |used politically by everybody—espe- 
Louise & Mitchell | John Vale— H Rosenthal Bd Helen Seville tributors taking a hand with a com- | cially the derelict native directors 
Ted Ledford W’RC'’ST’R, MASS. Clab Lido Ada Winston plaint to. Board of Trade Advisory |and the financially busted Quota- 
Southern Steppers Palace (13) Beatrice Lillie Pegsy_ Bolton ;Committee and demands for mini- |promoted companies looking for an 

or ~ Jsar” MT y -, Idea | Bobby Brook Bd — Pe hooge A |mum of $50,000 as negative cost be- ‘alibi to stall stockholders squawk- 
‘Accordio _ Idea tine wl Diamond Richman Rosalie Wynne | fore a film can qualify. And some /|ing about the swindle into which 
Burt & Lehman Harold Stanton i; Smith Bellew Bad Dot Crowley lof this association's members |they’ve put their doug) 
; Ann Pennington Shirley La Mar feouldn't make a snappy box office ——-—- 
Norma Terr Loretta Flushing Il nicture if the 9 » Strohei) an 
— a . srt I fore | Pi ture if hey ad a Str¢ i bat Folks and Such 
A i tio | Connie’s Inn Landau's Bi sat = ao ae fy : } | Sir Gordon Craig on the Con- 
ssocia n |Swan & Lee Paramount - Hotel | Past — its of t vn B. n m4 “t inent. Maybe looking for multi- 
Jazzlips Rich'rdson | DuVal 4 }; are Percy Nash and corse rear- lingual angles 
Leonard Harper Rv | Roy Ingraham Bd | Son. Since the film act was passed a pes: . } 
C’D'R RAPIDS, EA.; Fauntleroy & Van | Le Roy Smith Bd | Silver Slipper | Nash has been director of produc-| Jacqueline Logan doesn’t seem to 
lowa | core rey & Mann Cotton Club i} John Byam | tions for British Lion, who made ve atiracted much notice Mice 
ist half (16-18) fat wee te Su) | Dan Healy Rev Olga Royce jamong other world-beating supers she arrived. And Will Rogers is 
Fauntleroy & Van IND'POLIS, IND. | Daten oo reo “y i i“Clue of the New Pin” for P. D. C.|not sending the newspaper ‘boys 
tame lng Hart Lyrie (15) Henry Wessels Dolores Farris A film which was a black eye for |flying around overmuch either. 
(Two to fill) Lluyd Nevada Co Moraacai Beth Miller anyone. And George Pearsen's J.C. Graham sailed for New York 
a half (19-22) Sherman & McVea Welle & Taylor Mer a oe - Quota-foated company has made |JjJan, 28 with Sid Kent. Annual din- 
Golf Fiends | haceing” aches Co oom a —~"y a show aa “Huntingtower” and Auld Langi/ner of Distributors’ Society (K. R. 
et Se 2 _ re . ‘¢ Madeline It tub) ° . ” , rT i 3 . . " ° . 248 - sv1 . 
(Gehere to St) (One to fill) Johnson’s Jubilee Earnest Charles aah for Par. rhe rey was |S.), of which Graham will be 1930 
DAVENPORT, IA. d f De Singers Small & Lewis nothing to rave over, but the tter | president, may be postponed till his 
Capitol ' LSROOEN, — Washboard Serena- | Ford & Truly Was the reverse way. return. ; 
Ist half (16-18) aa an Gem ke nee go thctangy om _- . This association has passed a| “Rio Rita” closed at the Tivoli 
‘Me Tv! ~ wes a er FAS j _ ¢ 4 i} l oF 
(two to all) Princeton & Renee | Duke Billington Ba beter RF u | resolution that no mem ber Will un- | Jan, 26, replaced next day by Fox's 
a half (19-22) (One to fill) | Isabelle W'shingt'n | La Belle Rose | dertake to direct film tor whiel ‘Sky Hawk.” 
Brown Derby ; > (AN Everglades | Hauser Bros | the facilities are insufficient to as- | ‘Hallelujah” is not pulling at the 
Yuong King Tr nee ee. Wm Seabury | Albert isure production of first-class tech- Empire despite press enthusiasm 
(One to fill) > Joe Cands oe | Jack Bloom }nical standard (having regard to the : iunee : “1 “pee 
" . 2a half (20-22) C Carr ers | Bob McDonald “1 > . . : a bordering hysteria, Will be followed 
DES MOINES, IA. |! Pickard & Seal J King k A Ries” | Gabriel | Story concerned) 01 which is obvi- | by “Marianne.” 

Orpheum Geo Broadhurst Co | ously designed to supply Heap | Par postponed “Why Bring That 
antan ten & 6 a CHICAGO pat ale anne culeeainee That |Up?” till this month for the Plaza. 
€ 4d st: L i - ns 1e . € s lat | . » «erty “‘ 9” 2 <a 
Francis Renault MADISON, WIS. Alabam Buddy Howe ssolution is s thing st - | Holding “The Mighty” in for second 
Brown Derby Bd Orpheum Kittie Cohen Louis Sales Bd resolution +s Someuung Mose Of | week and started “Virginian” 

eit) tti 4 2249U13S paie , . . pryes eee e . « Sle é 
2a haif (19-22) 2a half ak dd Mary Thorn Golden Pumpkin — ee ry hard to ge Fe | Feb. 1. 
oo. & King a pope gy dy m Bele Bier Babe Shermas Stockings.’ pew ody Welsh-Pe byrentid | British International is now using 
(One to fill) Broadus Erle matin Sacttese BA 1 fas Camines Geenpany meas foe Par. and Par. juin g seven f for previews. sched- 
I , § . ¥ " iulinge seve - Ss -cessiv -20 
DETROIT, MICH. | MEMPHIS, TENN. |, Ambamadeurs |Benoy Strong, [has just had to show or go to the [wins seven, for, successive weeks 
Holly wood Orpheum (15) Thelma Villard : Mill mat for shortage The producers fol ae er sia - ne ewe 
Ist half (16-19) | Monge Tr yp bmg Grea Mu had all the facilities for that, and |*° lowed weekly by “Raise the 
halt Monge T Louis Stover T Guinan & Gang ae ae eg gM aan’ tee, | Roof,” “Compulsory Husband,” 
Rose's Midgets Pye yey J |Isabelle Gerhardt | Austin Mack Bd Percy Marmont for lead with Ko- |.oo0) o¢ go} M Ren a C 
ae Se an Rit, Burgess Gould |2'mmy Noone Ba Metropole misarjewski, Russian art-brow di- | “CPS OF Sono, oad to Dishonor,” 
2a half (20-22) tita Burgess G Beau Monde d ect fa pl ine. So} tf 2? After the Fog” and “Harmony 
3 Orontes Cowboy Revels Eddie Clifterd Lee Borton Evans rector, megaphoning. So how come l Hea n,’ anectively All talk 
Sid Lewis MILW’UKEE, WIS. | Jerry Blanchard Art Kassell Bd There’s no defense for some of | ~ hie Fespecuivery. walkers. 
Flashlighis a Riverside (15) | Nelle Nelson Chase —— the distribs who have gone right| ,’ A. Dupont is due here today 
Oriental (14) tnannans hits Loie Fink Jee Monnone B4 out to buy junk for Quota, except | Ba, ». 2), starting shooting on_ Two 
Dalt & Lamarr John Steel fatain. & Parnale Petrushka that they’re foreigners and are | Brides,” bilingual talker for Green- 
Pat Daly Co Little Pipifax Co Sol Wagner Bad _ | George Nelidoff obligated to do no more than carry |»@um Company of Berlin, 
tee an (Two to fill) Black Hawk Claide Avery out the letter of the law. That they MA re bye? me | re ny: _ ay 
, -ASHY’ rN, | Coon-Sz ‘s Bd Ely Khmara é shortsighted fools to risk ruin- |t»e end of March, to fill its Quota 
r : NASHV’LE, TENN. | ©9°" Sanders } : : af are shortsigh ols rE U ae . . P a? 
DUBUQUE, IA. Princess (15) Cinderella Gregory Davidoff ing their own best foreign market | bought Elinor Glyn’s “Knowitg* 
Spensley ward Follies U Hank Liskin Bd Geo Stcherban Or es ean ‘ 74 vay is |Men” for around $175,000, and t 
ist half (16-18) arcus Folli Coffee Dan Stables by acting this spoiled-child way is arc ( io, , anda ge 
Homer Roiaine tate tomy ILL. | Prank Shaw Singing Waiters another matter. | back of Charlie Rosher and some 
Broadus Erle PF Natete ponerse, Cove Be Johner Deets Se But they’ve got a hard job, any- | fellows as oe Sound Produc- 
Joe Freed Co Hall & Pillard Lloyd Huntley Bad |Dusty Rhodes Bad | Way. United Artists wanted a couple peg — Se eee ate W atch 
idee IND.| Hanlon Bros " Colosimo Triangle of Quota films not so long ago. They | from the stage play. Alexander 
ortys digo (Two to fill) Peggy Moore Ray Reynolds went to bne of the larger producers | Esway to direct. 
2a half (28-23) SIOUX CITY, IA./ Ray Dean sitar Seton, Be here and said “Or what have you?” Total of wired houses in this 
Lovejoy Dancers Orpheum Foulds & Milan em “46© 6 And were told they could have two,|Market now around 950, Western 
Hafter & Paul Ist half (16-18) Robert Robertson Freddie & His on a ee ee “'si- | Electric ring 490 of thes 
Hart’s Krazy Kats | ribonati James Meo Bd Parodian_ Bd at $62,500 each. The two were si- | Electric having 490 of these. 

i Bert Coote, known in vaude 
mainly for “Lamb on Wall Street,” 
| playing in a talker for Gainsbor- 
lough, which is hiring floor space 


at Elstree now 
lis burned out. 

With C. R. Seelye in New York 
and Arthur Blumenthal on the Con- 
tinent, it’s all quiet on the Park 
Lane front. 


that its own studio 





Schlesinger’s Concerns 


Meeting of creditors of British 
Talking Pictures, Ltd., held Jan. 
|22 with petition for compulsory 


jliquidation due for hearing Feb. 3. 
Kershaw Company, projector man- 
ufacturers, largest creditors, 

This company, promoted by Isi- 
dore Schlesinger, was handling the 
| Phonofilm business, and recently 
made an agreement to sell its stock 
{to Associated Sound Film Indus- 
| tries, Ltd., details of the formation 
of which by fusing Schlesinger's 
;}concerns here with Dutch Tobis 
jand others have already been given 





jin this department. 


A motion for adjournment was 


saying 


|of the large amount of money the 
| company had had at its disposal, 


as there appeared to be debts of 
$400,000 to trade creditors and noth- 
ing to meet them. Large sums had 
been put into subsidiary companies 
jand the board, in Morgan’s opinion, 
jhad not had enough regard for the 
company’s creditors. 

Finally it was agreed that the 
directors were not to make any fur- 
ther commitments and only to pay 
/out what was actually needed for 
wages to carry on. 

Meantime, another Schlesinger 
company, United Picture Theatres, 
|bought the Savoy Picture House, 
| Dayton (largest in East London) 
| for $500,000. 


The Fire Bugs 

Charge against Frank Roylance 
| (proprietor), W. W. Rogers, and 
\Johanathan Hardy, of firing the Gor- 
}don Street picture house, Luton, 
lended with Roylance, who pleade?, 
guilty, getting four years penal 
| servitude, with Hardy going down 
|} for three years and Rogers a ee 
jand a half in the second divisio 

Rogers was alleged by cinema 
to be a professional firebug. 








Stars Won't Be Dolled Up 


Talking short studio announced 
it was about to make a series of 
ishorts with Gorno’s Marionnettes 
learicaturing Chaplin, Fairbanks, 
Garbo, Pickford, Mix and a few 
| others. In return they got a ne**" 
from Guedalla, Jacobson and £ 


;Company, attorneys for Pie n busi- 
Fairbanks, Chaplin and Sam-ot with 
wyn here, warning them to eir New 


are laying off. 0) 
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Mid-April Looks Like End of 
"29-30 Burlesque Wheel Season 


At the present rate of show and 
theatre closings on the Mutual 
wheel, traveling burlesque is des- 
tined to see this season end five or 
six weeks sooner than any on rec- 
ord. Ordinarily and up to last year 
the Mutual season is completed in 
the first week in June, when the last 
shows play their final dates. 


This season it is unlikely there 
will be a Mutual show in action 
after the middle of April. 

Summer All Year 
Warm weather isn’t the reason. 


Reason is that warm weather busi- 


ness has prevailed since the last 
week in August, when the seasen 
commenced. 

With no money coming in, the 
theatres were unable to pay the 


95 oF 


“ruarantees.” Cuts as slight as 25% 
were good news in spots. Produc- 
ers and troupe owners never saw 
such slim profits. People never saw 
such slashed salaries. 

The entire burlesque fraternity 
fortunate enough to be in town at- 
tended the annual burlesque ball 
at the Palm Garden in Harlem Sun- 
day night. They were there, appar- 
ently, to drown their sorrows, have 
a good time and forget. 3ut dis- 
cussion of the season just past its 
normal half-way mark and already 
drawing to a close marked all of 
the conversation Amidst the mo- 
tions at making merry, the talk was 
pretty sad. 

Everybody agreed this season is 
the worst they’ve ever experienced. 
And no one could think of anything 
much to do about it. 


To Rebuild Chi Empire; 
Upstairs Dancing Closed 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
The Empire, old burlesque spot, 
will be torn down and a new house 
erected. This follows the news that 
the seven-story building in which 
the theatre is licensed has been 
condemned from the third floor up, 
due to the “operation of a public 
nuisance” in the form of a taxi 
dance hall, recently shut by cops. 
House is owned by Joe and Ben 
Drell. I. Herk’s lease on the prop- 
erty, at $22,000 annually, still has 
18 months to go, and he is dickering 
with the owners to put up a new 
house. 


One Chi Stock Survivor 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

The Academy goes _ pictures, 
shortly, leaving Star and Garter as 
only burlesque stand on west Madi- 
son street. Haymarket recently 
went talker when Warren Irons was 
bought out by the two opposition 
spots. 

Since the closing of the Haymar- 
ket the other two houses have found 
life still a struggle, with grosses 
dropping off again after a slight 
spurt. 











Burlesque Changes 


Leon De Voe and Tillie Ward 
closed with house stock at the Irvy- 
ing Place, New York, last week. 

Hal Rathbun closed with Leo 
Stevens stock and opened this week 
with Minsky stock at National Win- 
ter Garden, New York. 

Jack Spellman has_ replaced 
Jimmy Roonie with “Bare Facts.” 

Marja, Oriental dancer, has been 
signed as added attraction with 
“Puss Puss.” 


ROUTE SHIFTS 

“Sugar Babies,” the “Hello Jake” 
Fields Mutual show at the Colum- 
bia, N. Y., this week, which ex- 
pected to move on to the Mutual 
house in Utica, N. Y., now dark, 
switches instead to the Minsky, 
Apollo, N. Y. 

With no further time booked, the 
Fields troupe calls it a season here 
heb. 15. 








ST. LOUIS HOUSE OUT 
St. Louis, Feb, 11. 

Garrick drops off the Mutual 
wheel after this week. May g0 
stock. Biz has been terrible with 
the travelers. 

House is a pool ownership propo- 
sition with several. Mutual execs 
in. 





Walsh Leaves City 
orge Walsh is relinquishing his 
as producer of the stock shows 
2 City, New York, this week 
.is successor not decided upon 





Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 
Burkhardt, 


was sentenced to a year 


| 


| Charles J. 


comedian, 





| conviction in Federal court on 


charges connected with the embez 
zlement of more than $200,000 by 
Erwin F. C. Voelz, former manager 
of the savings department of the 
National Bank of Commerce. 

In company with Charles J, Fox, 
ety burlesque theatre, who was sen- 
tenced to five years in Fort Leav- 
enworth and fined $10,900. Burk- 
hardt, Louis H. Frank, Chicago “‘bet- 
| ting commisisoner,” and 
| Schippers, race-track follower, were 
| indicted for aiding in Voelz’s em- 
bezzlements. 

Frank was sentenced to two years’ 
jimprisonment and a $500 fine. Schip- 
|per got two Voelz himself 
lwas let off with one year in the 
j}house of correction. 





TAB STRANDS 





Out of Birmingham 


Birmingham, 





Ala., Feb. 11. 
After week 
musical tab headed by Limie Stil- 
well is stranded. Chicago backers 
are reported to have welched when 
the set-up was seen to be unhappy. 


playing one here a 


Only about 5 persons at Satur- 
day night’s performance and not 
enough dough to get out of town. 


A benefit performance to raise rail- 
road fares for the troupe, including 
nearly 50 people, is scheduled for 
tonight (Tuesday). 


Mutual Wheel Layoffs 
Playing American, N. Y. 


American Music Hall, New York, 
is being utilized for spotting of Mu- 
tuals during layoff weeks and prac- 
tically giving the regular wheel 
shows booked in under guise of 
stock shows. 

Mutual assumed operation of the 
American in association with Irving 
Selig after Joe Hurtig stepped out 
and has continued the stock policy. 

The new arrangement of spotting 
Mutuals on layoff weeks at the 
house has clicked so far and will be 
continued. Mutual now has five 
weeks of layoff time that will be 
taken up via the American. 

‘Puss Puss” and “Bare Facts” 
principals have already played the 
American with others to follow. 
The arrangement will remain okay 
as long as shows have previously 
played the Columbia, which holds the 
Times Square franchise for Mutuals. 
Otherwise should the wheel shows 
play the American first there’s 
likely to be a squawk. 


Wheel Troupe Goes Stock 








Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Tony Brill closed his “Pretty 
Babies” company on the Mutual 


circuit at Indianapolis, and moved 
the troupe up to his own house, 
Majestic, in Fort Wayne, as a 
stock company. 


UTICA OUT OF WHEEL 


, Utica, Feb. 11. 

With the Saturday night per- 
formance of “Ginger Girls,” the 
Colonial theatre ceased to operate 
as a spoke in the Mutual burlesque 
wheel and left Uticans without a 
burlesque house. 

RKO vaudeville will be installed 
late this month by Manager Nathan 
Robbins. 

Mutual is out of the Wedgeway, 
Schenectady, N. Y., after Feb. 15. 
Shows have been playing there the 
last half, 





CO-OP TRY FLOPS 
Stock burlesque finished ut the 
Fulton, Brooklyn, last week with 


house reverting to traveling legits 
this week. It makes another Brook- 
lyn stand on the subway circuit. 
Company took over for the final 
week on a co-operative basis, but 
there was little to split among the 
mob after house took first money. 





BURKHARDT GETS YEAR 3:29" ane" | 
| “Mischief Makers” is one of the) 
| best 

‘IN EMBEZZLEMENT CASE | eravvea this season. 


burlesque 


in the house of correction, following | 


| MISCHIEF MAKERS | 


(MUTUAL) 

This cantanta is a natural for 
| Mutual, better than most of its pre- 
!ceders at the Columbia, New York, | 
jand having all the ingredients of} 
| burlesque as it should be. Harold | 
| Raymond, producer, deserves com- | 
pliments sufficient 
showmanship from both casting and 


for displaying 


reviewer has 
Its comics are 
better than usual, material good 
for type of entertainment and the 
femme principals have all the requi- 
sites for burlesque. 

Milt Frankford and Harry Meyers | 
are a corking brace of comics, both 
doing eccentric but no conflict and 


burlesques this 


|earrying the laugh burden of the 
|show equally and to results. The 
|duo work like Trojans throughout 


| 


| 
| 


Charles | nobody's business. 


| 


ithe limit. 


| 


Giving Benefit Performance to Get | 


and make everything they do count 
George Reynolds is a good straight, 
Chuck Morrison is spotted okay as | 
male warbler, while Eddie Innes | 
tlussifies as better than average 


for many years manager of the Gay- | @ancing juvenile. 


The femme contingent also are, 
there and give plenty of backing up 
to the comics. Marjorie Vay, eye- | 
filling blonde, handles numbers with 
a zest and manipulates teasers like 
She has abun- |! 
dance of work and they make her go 
Babe Harris, also with a 
wealth of “it,” handled her stuff like 
a veteran, although a youngster, gi\ 
ing them plenty in the twister divi 


sion and making them furnish ap 
|plause on the level on the semi- 
strips. Lucille Carroll and Mildred 
Rogers round out the femme con- 
tingent and also display much and 
get over. 

The show handled in usual revu 
formula with zippy dance numbers 


spacing the comedy scenes and 
blackouts maintaining speedy tempo | 
throughout. If it were possible to 
maintain this pace around the wheel 
show should be a winner in all! 
spots. Most of the bits are fa- 
miliars but handled by the comics | 
with sufficiently new slants to de- | 
serve laughs. “The Smuggling” bit, | 
“Breaking Up China” and “Posing,” 
latter with girls in a series of semi 
strip tableaux with comics cracking | 
wise, were the standouts for laughs. | 

Raymond has given the opera a | 
good production from a scenic and 
costuming point with plenty of the 
undress stuff all around and more | 


of the choristers are of the blah 
type but can probably be perked up | 
for reasonable animation. 
All in all a fast show with plenty | 
of laughs that some of the other 
wheel producers should get a load 
of as a tip on burlesque as it should 
be. Fidba. 


SUGAR BABIES 


(MUTUAL) 

This one will call it a season after | 
next week. Columbia now, Apollo | 
next, and then—nothing. Schenec- 
tady should follow, but Schenectady 
has had enough Mutual burlesque 
this year. 

A little more than five months for 
“Sugar Babies.” Five months of 
smiling and stripping for the sticks. 
Five months of cuts, of “guaran- 
tees” that don’t even guarantee next 
week, let alone full salaries, and of 
empty theatres. That’s the story of 
“Sugar Babies.” And the story of 
traveling burlesque. 

Guarantees! Take it or leave it. 
Take less and leave town. 

Gaping goofs who try to imagine 
there’s no brassiere there at all. 
Humorless muggs who won't respect 
an aged gag. Muggs who sit on 
their hands. All of them out for 


“Sugar Babies.” No use getting 
tough. “Sugar Babies” rates an 
obituary, not a panning. A trade 


paper’s comment won't help it in the 
storehouse. 





One bit of brightness in all of the 
sadness. “Sugar Babies” will fold in | 
New York. Much better than fold- | 
ing in Allentown, Pa. 

“Sugar Babies” is Harry 
Jake) Fields’ own show, and Fields 
is the principal comic. It is an ay- 
erage Mutual production. Perhaps 
because “Sugar Babies” and so 
many others are “average” 
reason for the short life of this sea- 
son. They used to call them bad. 
Now they call them average. Cus- 
toms change, even 


| 
(Hello 


excepting the gags. 
When the season ends for “Sugar 


Billy Cavanaugh and Johnny Rags 
Ragland, second comedians; Harry 
Cc. Van, 
dancing juve; 
prima; Jean Gardner, 
and Patricia Kelly, 


straight; Frank Scannell, 


Mabel 


soubrets, 


another job. Even Miss Kelly, with | 
all of her advantage in natural | 
ability, is forced by modern stand- | 
ards to strip for her applause, but 
legitimate efforts break through the | 














ugly surface here and there. So 
j here and re, When Miss Kelly was | 
;on, “Sugar Babies” really enter- | 
| tained, Bige. | 


Costello’s Job 
Maurice Costello has succeeded 
Abe Feinberg as manager of the 
Mutual show, “‘Tempters.” Costello 
|had previously been managing | 
|Take a Chance” for Charley Fox. 





i 
! 
| 
is the | 
|rick, was in a Barnum and Bailey 
| ticket wagon. 
in burlesque. | 
Everything’s changed in burlesque— , 


| 
| 
Babies,” so does the season end for | 
' 


Spencer, | 
Dottie Read |! 
and | 
the chorus. Of the bunch Miss Kelly | 
should find the least trouble landing | 








Things Have Changed Since— 





Amy Leslie, 


median. 


J. J. Dillon, general manager for | 
A. L. Erlanger, was a pro baseball | headquarters in Paul Scott's office, 
iplayer and a member of the Provi- 


dence, R. L, team. 


Mare Klaw was dramatic editor of | 


the Cleveland “Plain-Dealer.”’ | 
emer las |}bomb throwers when he was in- 
: terested in the old LaSalle theatre 
Gus Pitou, general booking man- - 
—— ; e in Chi 
ager of the Erlanger circuit, was ; 
a road advance agent. Jack Driscoll used to sing the il- 
Shine |lustrated songs at the old 14th 
Fannie Brice lived in Indian- | Street theatre. 
apolis. — 
ne Al Jolson was end man with 
Dan Slattery, manager of “Sub- | Al G. Fields minstrel. 
way Express,” was secretary of | cgteecinmmatad 
Police Commissioner Bingham. Perrin G. Somers was doing five 
Saeed |}characters in burlesque 
John C, Flinn, vice-president of eas 5 ene 
Pathe, was a reporter on the Chi- | William 7 inavan ia an elece 
cago “Tribune. j Uri ian ina t. Louis theatr 
al Joseph Weber used to play 
John Pete fToohey, author, violin in public. 
dramatist and press agent, a 
te hound on the Scranton (I aa George Van was with the orig- 
: e $s , 
ribune. inal Primrose quartette. 
William Randolph Hearst met the! James Bowman was an actor 


Wilson Sisters when they 
playing at Bergen Beach 
ried one of them. 


Mrs. Pat Campbell played a dra- 
jmatie sketch in vaudeville. 


Theodore 


to appear in the first 
troupe of Russian dancers. 

George McKay met 
Ottie Ardine 


and 


caps. 


Evie Stetson, of the famous team 
of Melville and Stetsen, married her 
Gumpertz, 
mayor of Coney Island, and retired. 


partner’s brother, Sam 


Thomas Gorman, European pleni- 
potentiary for Pathe, was in the 
boxoffice of a Peoria (Ill.) theatre. 


John J, Garrity, general western 
Shuberts, 
joined the Shubert forces as com- 
pany manager for George Fawcett 


representative of the 


in “The Great John Ganton.” 


Sam P. Gerson, the Shuberts’ gen- 
eral press representative in Chi- 
ran vaudeville at the Bush 


cago, 
Temple, Chicago. 





Victor Watson, the Hearst execu- 
tive, solicited theatrical ads for the 


New York “American.” 


Dudley Clements, the rotund ac- 
tor in “Strike Up the Band,” was|N. Y., 
Williams’ 


treasurer of Percy 
lonial theatre, New York. 


Broadhurst 





reorge 


Osterman. 





Eddie Mannix, of M-G-M, was of- 
| fice manager for Nick Schenck at 


Palisades Amusement Park. 


Lee (“June Moon”)  Patrick’s 
father, the late Warren A. Pat- 


Walter K. Hill, 


for over 40 years 


were 
and mar- | = 


and Alex Kosloff came 
to this country under the manage- 
ment of the late Percy G. Williams 
imported 


married | 
at the Olympic the- 
atre, Chicago, when he was work- 
than usual attention paid in setting |ing with Johnny Cantwell, and she 
the song and dance ensembles. Some }| Was one of the Eight Berlin Mad- 


Co- 


produced 
“What Happened to Jones,” featur- 
ing Katherine Osterman, who mar- 
ried the agent, the late J. J. Rosen- 
thal, and whose offspring is Jack 


of the Warner 


tion with Scribner's 





dramatic critic of the Chicago/;the old Columbia circuit. 

i*‘Daily News,” was prima donna of | eee 

ithe MecCaull Opera company and Ed Shiller operated the Emma 
married Harry Brown, the ¢0-/| Bunting stock through the south. 








stock impresario and made 





{polo player. 


with William Brady. 


on page 63) 


‘MUTUAL AFTER COMICS 


(Continued 


Mutual Circuit is 
former Columbia comics 


and 
rently 
the rest of the season. 
With recent drop-outs, 
has narrowed down to 35 


circuit. 


Under the present hook-up, 


double that or better. 


the higher priced comics, 
go over. 
juvenated 


higher priced comics. 


Wheel Quits Irv. Pl. 





there was “Red Hot.” 
of their own stock. 
and Johnny Weber. 


principals and 32 chorus girls. 


VIC PLANT HURT 
Vic Plant 





ford, Conn., last week 
Plant is confined to his hotel. 





publicity staff, was in advance of | 


the Buffalo Bill show. 





Lyle Andrews, owner of the Van- 
| derbilt theatre, was auditor for Os- 


John Pollock wags general 


Pollock, 





Channing Pollock was the 
berts’ general press man and mar- 
ried Anna Marble, Hammerstein’s 


lady p. a, 





Will Rogers was an added attrac- 


press 
representative for Charles Frohman 
and was known as “Truthful John” 


Shu- 


| See teerttua cers 


Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 11. 


;car Hammerstein, the first, at the | Lamage, burlesque chorus girl, were 
Victoria theatre. detained at St. Joseph, Mo., where 
ee police said they eloned in a stolen 
Mike Selwyn was Mike Simons. | ear. 
stage manager at Hammerstein's. 
Yvette Guilbert played Koster an4 | Burlesque Closings 
sial’s 23rd Street theatre. f . 
SOS “Moonlight Maids,” operated by 


Saturday at 
York. 
The show 


Minsky’s Apollo, 


stand. 


Boston, Saturday night. 





ly of the Irving Place, N. Y. 


———. 


“Big Show” on 


Harold B. Franklin used to be :; 
his 


Earl Reynolds was a champ roller 


Mort H. Singer was threatened by 


the 


the 


George White and Benny Ryan 


TO ROUND OUT SEASON 


angling for 
prin- 
cipals now in stock to jack up cur- 
operating Mutual shows for 
a build up to keep the units rotating 


Mutual 
houses 
and 88 shows, necessitating a three 
weeks layoff for troupes playing the 


$125 
weekly is top for a comic with the 
comedians reported holding out for 
Induction 
would naturally precipitate a tilt 
in the current weekly guarantee of 
$1,760 for the shows with hotise 
expected to stand the extra tilt on 
if they 


Mutual heads are sounding out 
the remaining stands on the re- 
shows and await the 
latter’s reaction on the guarantee 
boost before signing any of the 


Mutual shows have stopped play- 
ing the Irving Place (14th street), 
with the house going into 
straight stock. The last Mutual in 
The house 
operated joint stock this season with 
Mutuals, with the Wilner interests 
deciding to oust the Mutuals in favor 


The comics are Shorty McAllister 
The Wilner 
operators have augmented the Co., 
having nine men and seven women 


is out as comic of 
“Sporty Widows,” due to an acci- 
dent in which the comic broke his 
ankle while show was playing Hart- 


Cliff Dyer, local boy, and Margie 


Sam Krauss, ended its circuit route 
New 


ended its season with 
“‘T, O. U.’s” held by people for final 


Another Mutual wheel show, “The 
|\Tempters,” closes at the Howard, 
Show 
operated by Charles Burns, former- 
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Women Ticker Players Beat Men 





Back to Recoup Fall's Losses 


Times have changed in the brok- 
erage offices around town. Most of 
the time they are quiet and almost 
deserted. No stir or excitement ex- 
cept on a rainy day. 

On a recent bad day a crowd 
jammed into a brokerage office near 
the Square. Overcome with curi- 
osity a Variety reporter trailed 
along to see what it was about, Bull 
or Bear. 

Plenty of people there, 
tling themselves comfortably 
watch the Trans-lux. 


Said the customers’ man, “Oh this 
is just a ‘bad weather bull market.’ 
Among all these people here there 
is probably not one customer. They 
just come in to get out of the rain. 
Many people have gotten into the 
habit of hanging out in brokerage 
offices, but now they only come on 
rainy days. They now use the of- 
fices instead of hotel lobbys. In 
good weather they are either look- 
ing for jobs, I guess, or attending 
to business. 

“They don’t do any business with 
us. 


All sget- 
to 


Women First to Return 
“Also,” he continued, “ a lot of 
people now drop into brokerage of- 
fices who were never in them be- 
fore. The recent crash seems to 
have morbidly attracted them. I bet 
half the people sitting there gazing 








| may 
jtiously in 


| tically 





A Deck’s Outfit 


A couple of decks (stage- 
hands) were standing on a cor- 
ner where they were joined by 
a fellow grip, the latter all 
togged out in a brand new out- 
fit, but with an old pair of 
shoes. Looking him over one 
of the boys remarkcd: 

“New set of scenery, eh? And 
a new ceiling. That center 
door drape is sure a pip, but 
the side tab is hanging a lit- 
tle.” And then, spying the an- 
cient MCANS: 

“Wouldn't the bankroll 
stand for a new ground cloth?” 











FAKE DRAMA SCHOOLS 
FADEOUT IN TIMES SQ. 


— 


Fake dramatic schools have prac- 
passed out in the Times 
Square theatrical section through 
process of self obliteration on one 
hand and shortage of chumps with 
coin on the other. Fact remains 
that most are gone, although a few 
still be operating surrepti- 
other districts than the 


at the board don’t even know the! Square. 


symbols.” 

“What was the last quotation vn 
Fox?” he asked the nearest sitter. 
The man questioned looked blank 
and a bit uncomfortable. 


“You see?” said the 
man triumphantly. 

“There is one funny thing about 
the speculators who were recently 
hit,” he added, “and that is that the 
women have come back for more 
much more readily than the men. 
Of course most of them didn’t lose 
as much as the men, and what they 
did lose was usually not their own 
money or at any rate not many of 
them had worked hard to earn it 
and stock speculation is an excit- 
ing pastime to them. While many 
of the men, who hal anything left, 
closed out their accounts the women 
did not, 

“They are attempting, and are 
very hopeful of getting it all back.” 

The men it seems are all at work 
trying to earn more money, 

“It may seem strange,” he con- 
tinued, “but women who can afford 
to dabble in stocks always seem to 
have more ready cash than the 
average man. Women are not under 
the same constant expense both for 
themselves and someone else as a 
man generally is, and they usually 
have cash socked away some place.” 


Argue Edel Retrial in 
Actress Murder Case 


A motion for a new trial for Fred- 
erick W. Edel, who is in the death 
house at Sing Sing awaiting execu- 
tion during the week of Feb. 17 
for the murder of Mrs. Emmoline 
QO. Harrington, actress, was made 
by Alexander I. Rorke, counsel for 
Edel before Judge Nott in General 
Sessions on Monday. Judge Nott 
reserved decision. 

Mrs. Harrington was found beaten 
to death in her apartment in West 





190th street Dec. 29, 1928. Edel was 
subsequently indicted for the 
murder and convicted March 7, 
1929. He was to have been electro- 
cuted three weeks ago, but Gov. 
Roosevelt stayed the execution 
pending the argument for a new 
trial. 

In his argument for a _ retrial, 


Rorke contended that he had newly 
discovered evidence of Edel’s in- 
nocence. Unless Judge Nott 
grants the motion Edel will die dur- 
ing the week of Feb. 17. 

Mrs. Harrington was the wife of 
Guy Harrington, actor, who was 
playing in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., at the 
time of the murder. He was seek- 
ing a divorce at the time. 





TICKET SPEC. TRIAL UP 


The trial of Irving Gold, 29 


wes 


clerk | 


in the Broadway Ticket Office, for | 


ticket speculating, was set for Feb. 
-4 in Special Sessions. Gold pleaded 
not guilty and gave bail. 


According to Policeman Nicholas | 


Anker he was approached by Gold 
on Dec. 27 in 42nd street and of- 
fered two seats for the Apollo the- 
atre for $11. After accepting the 
tickets Anker arrested Gold. 


customers’ | 


| 





| Stand she had the men 


The talker innovation in pictures 
gave some of the former fake 
school projectors an idea to reopen 
studios and plunge on advertising 
in suburban papers at cheap rate 
as bait for chumps with a yen for 


pictures, getting them on the angle |} 


of the voice culture and 
instructions, but with not 
falling for this to count. 


enough 


Symmons for Fugazy 


Over Unbuilt Arena 





Magistrate McKiniry, West Side 
court, has issued a summons for 
Humbert J. Fugazy, sports promoter, 
on a charge of unlawfully withhold- 
in& property. Summons is return- 
able tomorrow (Thursday). 


Paper was issued at the request 
of Louis Luca, a Brooklyn tailor. 
Luca told the magistrate that in 
October, 1928, he gave Fugazy 
$237.50 for 10 shares of preferred 
and common stock of Metropolitan 
Coliseum, Inc. Fugazy, he said, was 
to build an arena where fights and 
sports of all kinds were to be held. 
A short time ago he said he went to 
Fugazy and made a demand for div- 
idends. Unable to get satisfaction, 
Luca said he asked for the return 
of his money. Fruitless in this, he 
made application for the summons. 








Dame’s Yen for Notice 
Ignored by the Court 


Pauline Stevens has no luck get- 
ting her picture in the papers. She 
summoned to the West Side Court 
the house detective of the Hotel 
Astor, whom Magistrate Reit im- 
mediately dismissed. Miss Stevens 
charged the hotel sleuth’ with 
seizing her and ejecting her. 

“TI was taken ill, judge, as I was 
passing the Hotel Astor. I stepped 
inside and sat down. Two women 
ministered to me. Soon the house 
detective approached me and or- 
dered me out of the hotel. 


said Miss Stevens. 

William Holder, Astor house de- 
tective, said several 
hotel had complained of Miss Ste- 
vens. He told her that the hotel 
settees were only for guests. 

The woman was recently in West 
Side Court complaining against twe 
men who started to escort her home 
late at night. When one of them 
got “smart,” she said, she checked 
him. She admitted on the witness 
arrested 
she might get some publicity. 


s0 


LANE DEATH ACCIDENTAL 


Autopsy performed on the body of 
Dr. Frank Lane, Times Square den- 
tist, who was found dead in his 
home Feb. 4, disclosed that death 
was due to an overdose of sedatives 
taken to induce sleep. 

Dr. Lane was in his early 30's and 
unmarried. He catered to a large 
theatrical clientele in his offices in 
the Bond building. 





elocution.| 


I was |} 
never so embarrassed in my life,” | 


guests in the | 


COP PINCHED 


Somerset Bell Boy Complains Over 
Alleged Assault of Patrolman 





With the left side of his head 
badly swollen and his left ear sev- 
erely torn, Bernard Grant, bell boy 
at the hotel Somerset, appeared in 
West Side Court as complainaint 
against Edward McGorry, mounted 





patrolman attached to Troop B. Mc- 
Gorry was arraigned before Magis- 
trate McKiniry on a charge of dis- 
orderly conduct. He has been sus- 
| pended from duty. 


Grant charged that 





claimed | 
A fracas 


the 
| assault was unjustified. 
|had occurred on 


the ninth floor of 
ithe’ hotel. MecGorry, off duty, 
|learned of it, and went to the scene 
lof the trouble. Grant was not one 
jof the combatants. When McGorry | 
got there he is said to have struck | 
the bellboy who was rendered | 
| senseless. The latter, when he re- 
|gained conscivusness, complained io 
|hotel officials. McGorry was then 
} ordered arrested by Captain Louis 
| Dittman and Inspector McCormick. 
Grant was hustled out of court 
by police officials when efforts were 
| made to obtain his version of the 
}alleged slugging. 
| inp ida 


TACK OF NAMES 
CALLS OFF 
FRIARS TRIP 


' 





Florida trip of the Friars was 
| declared off yesterday (Tuesday), A 
special Friars’ Frolic train had been 
larranged to leave next Wednes- 
for Miami, with the Frolic to 
| be staged the night before the Shar- 
key-Scott fight. Complement of res- 
| eryations necessary for the special 
was completed, but club officers 
were not satisfied with the show 
lineup, which was to have been 
given at a $50 top. 

Fred Block, in charge of the ex- 
cursion, conferred with I. H. Herk, 
dean of the Friars, after two last- 
minute cancellations were registered 
by headliners. It was then decided 
that rather than lose standing with 
the public the Friars would defer 
| the Miami Frolic until next year. 


| Club went to considerable expense 
in arranging for the trip, which was 
to have been a benefit for the club 
and in which several Florida chari- 
ties were to have participated. Rep- 
resentatives were sent in advance, 
the support of the Friars was ten- 
dered by the chamber of commerce, 
newspapers and city officials. For 
that reason the Friars felt they 
could take no chances with the cali- 
bre of the show to be offered. 


Seek Mercy for First 


Woman Life Termer 


Mrs. Ruth St. Clair, 29, former 
actress, was sentenced to life im- 
prisonment by Judge Max S. Levine 
in General Sessicns following her 
conviction by a jury of being a 
fourth offender. She is the first 
woman to be given this mandatory 
sentence in this state under the 
Baumes law. The sentence has re- 
sulted in widespread comment and 
efforts are being made to have her 
term lightened by Gov. Roosevelt. 
The woman is in the Harlem 
Women’s Prison awaiting transfer 
to Auburn State’s Prison. 

With Mrs. Frances Saunders, who 
|claims also to be an actress, Mrs. 
St. Clair was arrested for shoplift- 
ing in Wanamaker’s last December. 
30th pleaded guilty to grand larceny 
jin the second degree, Mrs. 
Saunders was sentenced to a term 
not to exceed three years in the 
Penitentiary but Mrs. St. Clair was 





| day 








jtried by a jury as an habitual 
|criminal. The jury decided she had 
been convicted of three. prior 


felonies and Judge Levine was com- 
pelled under the law to serd her 
away for life. 





5 YEARS FOR BIGAMIST 


John Carentz, 33, chauffeur of 565 


East 88th street, was sentenced to 
five years in Sing Sing by Judge 
William Allen in General Sessions 


on his plea of guilty to bigamy. 


| Carentz was arrested on the com- 
plaint of his second wife, Adele 
Danchez, dancer, who claimed that 


after she had lived with the chauffeur 
for several months she 
had previously married 
Kane, a dance hall instructress, 
1283 Park piace, Brooklyn. 


Elizabeth 
of 
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World’s Wettest Thoroughfare 


Stages Its Own 


Shows—Bowery 


Theatre-Going Just Means Sleep 


— 











When Ma Was Wrong 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
An impromptu master of 
ceremonies at a private gather- 


ing said, after annoying the 
company, that he would let 
loose a ballad. 

He started by giving the 
title as “Your Mother or My 
Mother; Was She _ Ever 


Wrong?” 

When a voice from the rear 
piped: 

“Only once, kid.” 





| connection 








FILIPINOS-WHITE GALS; 
COAST COPS WORRYING 


Los Angeles, Feb, 11. 

Dance halls where Filipinos are 
permitted to dance with white girls 
at so much per dance are coming 
in for their share o7 the blame in 
with the recent race 
riots between whites and Filipinos 
in Calif. 

The Filipino is a much better 
spender than his white brother and 


a favorite with the gal taxi dancers. | 
Coming 
| Sugar 


country from the 
plantations on the islands 
he finds that the freedom granted 
to him here means that he can do 
as does the white man. 
boys who frequent the dance halls 
figure it differently, 


to this 


tecently there have ween a num- 
ber of flare-ups in L, A. dance halls 
between the whites and the browns 
with the Filipinos coming out on 
top. 

The police are trying to figure out 
a method in which they can regu- 
late the dance hall racket as Yar 
as it concerns the mixing ci whites 
and Filipinos. 


‘Judge Tells Jury to 


Acquit Greene of Murder 


Trial of Charles Greene, alias En- 
tratta, for the murder of William 


fight in the Hotsy Totsy night club, 
last July, ended suddenly on Mon- 
day when Judge Rosalsky, in Gen- 
acquit Greene, Trial lasted 
than a week. 

Simon Walker was _ Instantly 
killed during the fight in the club. 
Greene is joinly indicted with Jack 
“Legs” Diamond, gangster, for 
Walker’s death. Diamond is a 
fugitive from justice. 

In giving his verdict Judge 
Rosalsky declared the State had 
failed completely to make out a 
case against the defendant; that 
there had been no evidence to show 
even that Greene had taken part in 
the fight at anytime, Only evidence 
adduced, the Judge said, was in the 
defendant's favor. 


After he was freed of the charge 
Greene was rearrested on a warrant 
to be returned to Sing Sing where 
he owes the State 11 years on a 
previous conviction, He had vio- 
lated his parole. 

In view of the decision it is 
doubtful if either Greene or Dia- 
mond will be put to trial for the 
murder of Walker. Throughout the 
trial Diamond's name was not men- 
tioned. 


SHIRLEY HEADS VOTERS 





ithe Farash 
nectady, has been elected president | 


Schenectady, Feb. 11. 
M. Shirley, president of 
Theatres Corp., Sche- 


William 


lof the newly formed Jewish Voters’ 


! 


Association here. Purpose of so- 
ciety, according to announcement, is 
to secure 


,of the Jewish faith in this city and 


to 


see that they 
deal from the 
administration. 


The lone Jewish alderman on the 


receive a square 
present Republican 


,city council is an officer in this new 


learned he | 


isociety. His constituents are said 
to have been neglected in the par- 
celing out of the jobs because he 
‘opposed some of the administra- 


j tion's policies 


—— 


White | 


Cassidy, who was fatally shot in a 


eral Sessions, directed the jury to 
less 


the rights of the people | 


| Because it’s the wettest thorough- 
| fare in the world, the Bows ry stages 

its own shows, fights 

on the curb. It goes to five theatres 
|in its domain only to relax from the 
| rigors of its own entertainment, and 
j}to get that preliminary doze which 
| the regular two-bit flop joints don't 


Horm it 
pews Sada Re 


minstrels 


and 


Like a cat that’s gorged with mice, 

| so are the cops on this lane. Muggs 
|brush by their shields in bloody 
combats or individually from the 
|mental torpor induced by the Bow- 
j}ery’s own distilleries, sink hooch 
| makers. Nary a word or comment 
|}is uttered unless one rowdies for a 
| night ‘stick. Then, official action 
and sometimes the wagon. 

Just where Park Row lets off and 
jthe land of flotsam starts is found 
the Bowery’s Madonna. She’s all of 
that with her peroxide and poorly 
lathered paint. She describes her- 
self as a girl of Palestine ancestry 
turning Catholic, and more and 
more each day through her contacts 
with Sing Sing’s ex-chaplain, now 
pastor of the printers’ church, and 
the nuns doing charitable work in 
the vicinity. 

One bum socked just a little too 
hard and his opponent hit his fore- 
| head against the curb directly in 
i front of the box office of the Venice 
in which this Madonna, Mazie, sis- 
|ter of Rose Gorden, owner of the 
house, has listened to ticket bar- 
gainers for the past 18 years. For- 
| getful of the change lying about, lit- 
| tle Mazie, who admits her hardness 
|is only an exterior to keep the fom® 
| eigners, pickpockets, gunmen and 
| plain down and outers at a distance, 
| was out and at ’em. 

The older of the two sidewalk 
| battlers, with blood streaming from 
a cut and a handful of hair on his 
chin, got not only two new handker- 
chiefs but one of the dozen or more 
| caps Mazie keeps next to the till for 
| just such purposes. 

Mazie’s Got Religion 

Mazie will talk plenty. But all 
about God. The theatre has gotten 
to be just a gag that her sister and 
her sister’s handsome hubby, Louis, 
who has some Coney Island conces- 
sions, are going to get rid of any 
day now. Sound has eaten up the 
few former profits. In fact, all of 
the other Bowery emporiums agree 
that pictures were made to talk just 
so that the crowd uptown could 
squeeze out some more dough. 

Mazie’s chest is covered with 
religious emblems, some of which 
she claims are real relics. And 
some of them actually are. It was 
these and some prayers that got 
Aunt Jemima, of Ziegfeld’s “Show- 
boat” fame, through her appendix 
operation. And Mazie knows Big 
Tess because the latter spent 20 of 
her good years a few blocks away 
from the Venice. 

Lady Cops 

Lady cops are as plentiful as 
the men, and Mazie knows ’em all. 
One of them came by while she was 
talking and just walked in. Over at 
the City Hall theatre, many blocks 
westward, cops have to pay just like 
the unprotected. But Mazie always 
believes in the pound of prevention. 
With her mob of halfbreeds she 
never knows when something is go- 
ing to start. She keeps a pretty 
ruly theatre. Cleaner than in a lot 
of neighborhoods posing as respect- 
able. Good crowds at night, too. 

But the bunch inside doesn’t mean 
anything. They come in at six and 
stay until closing, 11. There are al- 
ways two features, one of them was 
Fox’s “The River,” and _ several 
shorts as well as a newsreel. When 
;}anyone on the Bowery buys, the 
theory is not to leave until closing, 
and that doesn’t mean after one 
program has unreeled. . 

“Aw, take a dime, I only gota 
quarter” is a plea that generally 
gets Mazie, because she knows when 
; it’s true and, anyhow, she figures: 
|““When yuh can’t get 20° take 10. 
|A dime is better than nawthin’ 
when you work on the books.” 

Orderly Chinese 

Chinese are the most orderly of 
|the theatregoers. One of Mazie’s 
women guests who keeps her com- 
|'pany a few hours each night crack- 
ed: 

“The Chinks mind their own busi- 
They fight alone and not with 
a gang. They're havin’ their New 

(Continued on page 5@) 

















ness, 


PP A a NBA 6 RRR: 





RB AREER RS Oh Caw Gre eae AE 


SRT era rene 























t- 


VARIETY 








| _ TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


Wednesday, February 12, 1930 








~ Broadway Chatter 





Reginald Owen has written a play 
ealled “The Pool.” 

Ned Dobson's gone in for collect- 
ing useless keys. 
vaude now 


Marjorie Selzer’s in 


‘stead of Shuberts shows. 
Max Tishman running the biz | 
while Jimmy Plunkett's ill in bed. 
Earl Carroll was called in to help 
stage Ruth Selwyn’s ‘9.15 Revue 
during its run in Boston last week 
Max Tishman can’t find his idea | 
of home. Moved three times in three 
weeks, and only once by request 
David Belasco visited the Dara 
mount Long Island studio on a curl 


osity quest last week. 
Wiseboy p. a.’s on the 
are by-lining their yarns with 
bosses’ signatures. 
Dorothy Rosen Berger, 
six months, back in town for 
with the kith and kin, while Milton's 
blue in Chi. 


Main Stem 
the 


bride of} 


Netta Packer, writer of 
acts, now playing in vaude herself. 
Dishes the s. a. in Eddie Nelson's 
act. 

Meyer Gerson, who recently | 
moved to the Somerset and expand- 
ed, is reopening the old Mrs. Ger- 


son’s on Broadway. 

Norma Taylor, one of the gal’s 
for whom Tex Guinan requests a 
big hand, got in from Chicago Mon- 


day. 
Aibert Carillo is no longer with 
Leslie's “International Revue.” 








Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre, the new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


After 11 Years on Broadway 











} nue 


a visit | 


pervisor 


Ash, 


} 
vaude 
| 
| 
| ether 


only 
hoo on passersby 


private apartments have 


adapted from 
tion against intruders, especially in 





Walked last week, saying part 
didn’t suit him. 


.There’s a truckman in New York 


out 


who's name is John M. Nance, with 
the patronymic prominently dis- 
played on his vans. 

Stagehands at the Warner studio | 
have named their mops after vari- 
ous leading ladies. They have a) 
red-headed mop named Elsa Ersi. 

Louis Levine has traded in his 
taxi for a Packard limouze and gone 
swank with spats 'n’ everything, but 

ino cane yet. 

Will Mahoney is now a Fifth ave- 


property owner or something. 


Bought one of the co-operative 

apartments at 60th street. Threw 

a birthday party Saturday, 
Bill Maher's persuasion fiopped 


last week when he tried to crash his 
way into the hospital to glimpse his 
new daughter. After hours and su- 
a tough audience. 
Small, formerly with Paul 
has scrapped the pit stuff to go 
entertainer, and is. being 
groomed as competish to Rudy Val- 


Paul 


| lee as radio crooner sans megaphone. 


Amplifiers usea in one of thoss 
itake '’em auction stores on Broad- 
way. Via the mike auctioneer not 


clear but stunt acts as bally- 
doors of 
become a 
buildings. Idea 
speaks. Protec- 


Peep holes in entrance 


feature in newer 


the 


walk-ups. 

With fire regulations driving Par- 
| amount studio employees outdoors 
| these days for a smoke, their idea 


of a funny joke over there is Zuko 


catching Lasky smoking and firin 
him. 
Sully the barber, who has been in 


ithe Palace building since it opened, 
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BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly 
Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
AVON Thea.,W.45th St. Dir. A.L. Erlanger 

Eves,8:50. Mats. Wed. ,Thurs. & Sat, 
An average of 25 standees at every perform- 
ance since the opening, Sept. 18, 1929 
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| passes in and out. 











Kenneth MacGowan and Joseph Werner 
Reed present 


BASIL SYDNEY and 
MARY ELLIS in 


CHILDREN OF DARKNESS 


By Edw 1  Sustne May 


BILTMOR 47 St, W. of B’y, Evs. 


a6, Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 





Thea., 
Mats. Thurs, 


W. 4ith St. Evs. 8:40 


BELASCO 


DAVID BELASCO Presents -- 


It's a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 





2ND YEAR _ IN 
NEW YORK CITY 


STREET SCENE 


has moved 
from the PLAYHOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For further information 
see daily papers 


Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat. 2:30 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E. Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


PLAYHOUSE $b %.. of Bway. Eves. 


8:50. Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:50 
Extra Matinees on Thursdays until June 15 








*A THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTION 


METEOR 


By 8S. N. BEHRMAN 


an BRILLIANT. PROVOCATIVE AND farsi: 
NAL 

wore AND COMPREHENSIVE.’ Sichard 
Watts, Jr. 


GUILD THEATRE, 52d St., W. of B’way 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. this week, Thurs & Sat., 2:40 


MARION DAVIES 
in “NOT SO DUMB” 


A Metro- Gstenre — Picture 


All 
Stage Show ED DIES SQnAgS 
Bunchuck, Orchest 


APITOL 





Bway 
Sist St. 





and Sat, 2:40 











‘Bho Could: 
bay No Ss ° 
Rothafel (ROXY) 


R O X "Y ton St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
O 


Y 


William Fox presents 


“CAMEO KIRBY” 


A Movietone Musical Drama with 


J. HAROLD MURRAY, NORMA TERRIS 


Southland Stage Spectacle 


Hall Johnson Negro Choir—Geo 


K. 
Stars—Midnight Shows, 





Billings—Host of Singing and Dancing 





GEORGE ARLISS 
“The Green Goddess” 


WINTER GARDEN | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B'way and 50th St.|Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 


A Warmer Bros. & Vitaphone Talking Picture 


GEORGE ARLISS 


in 


“DISRAELI” 


A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Talking Picture 


CENTRAL THEA, | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way and 47th St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8:46 




















RKO THANK: U- MONTH 


A GREATER SHOW -THATS RKO 


PALACE 


ANOTHER STUPENDOUS HOLIDAY SHOW 
FANNIE BRICE 
Adelaide Hall 
and PHIL BAKER 


5 


BWAY 6 47% 
pear 
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BRST 


ard 

AVE. 
Wednesday to Friday, Feb. {2 to 
ONLY BOY SIAMESE TWINS 


BED. 


14 


in the world with their Brides & Filipino Band 


All-Talk 


Mary 
_Drama 


‘Brian 


R-K- Pears ‘COR 
LEX 
we AVE 

Wednesday to Friday, Feb, 12 to 14 

VANESSI in a new offering 


CHINESE WHOOPEE REVUE—I6 People 
CORINNE TILTON, Others 


Marriage Playground 


Marriage Playground 





All 
Talk 


*Mary 
Brian 


was stopped by a new and unknow- 
ing guard when trying to crash the 
booking floor. “Who am I?” yelled 
Sully. “I’m the guy who owns this 
joint!” 

George McKay and Henry Berg- 
man invented a time killer which 
they'll give away free to other lay- 
offs. They sit at a restaurant table 
and bet on the number of hand- 
shakes each receives as the mob 
Rules don’t per- 





mit forcing the issue. 

Of the 45 beauts in “Sweet Ade- 
line,” 28 are stacking away dough 
weekly. They’re giving it to George 
Dejimos, ass’t stage manager, who | 
deposits it in a downtown bank and} 
has been ordered by the girls to dis- | 
regard future pleas for part of the} 
cache, 

A scourge of colds has been both- | 
ering Broadwayites. Jimmy Du- | 
rante’s schnozzle was brought up 
in discussion as one of the reasons. 
A committee of sufferers is report- 
ed having called on him with this 
demand: “take a deep breath and 
stop this epidemic.” 


ON THE BOWERY 


page 49} 





(Contnued from 


Years now and that’s the reason 
we're getting so many of them to- 
night.” 


The Venice is in the vantage spot 
of being a block away from China- 
town's main orifice. With the Jew- 
ish and Christian populations it has 
to celebrate New Years three times 
annually. The Chinese event is the 
best paying proposition. 

A block north, and on the west- 
erly side of the str-et, the first 
house actually in the Bowery is the 
Chatham. It’s run by a Chinaman 

nd sometimes, ’tis reported locally, 
rictures with Chinese titles are 
shown. The Chatham fell for sound 
the other night. Fairly good crowd 
in the close atmosphere, but not 
the mob or the orderliness found in 
Mazie’s 600-seater. Latter, incident- 
ally, is the biggest house accommo- 
dating bums in their own kingdom. 

And, a few blocks up from the 
Chatham is the Rome. Up and 
down the thoroughfare this spot 
has the reputation for catering to 
the Bowery’s pansies. 

A peep into the Rome finds a lot 
of men sleeping on each other’s 
shoulders. When the villain with 
the fasle mustache in the reissue of 
“Dynamite Dan,” an Anthony 
Xydias presentation, loses said wool, 
soprano voices pipe into hilarity 
among various of the 365 seats. 
Careful scrutiny through the din 
raised by the nickelodeon piano 
didn’t reveal a single woman. 

Between this site and the next, 
the Universal, on the corner of Hes- 
ter street, is the real theatre of the 
Bowery. When the push carts go 
in with the sun, that’s the time the 
playboys of pan handle alley dis- 
port themselves. The games and 
conversations can be classified by 
the huncreds. Altogether, though, 
it’s like some big fraternity having 
its national conventio.. Everyone 
knows the other, as is soon learned 
by the stranger who gets bids to 
shell out for coffee until compassion 
would relieve him of enough cash 
to open a chain of pots of his own. 

Newspaperv.ise 

A lot of the raggedy lads are, 
strangely enough, 
They lamp every stranger with a 
slouched hat as story bent. It’s im- 
possible to reach the Universal 
without having been offered serial 
rights by at least four or five of the 
better spoken boys. And there are 
some with some well groomed vo- 
cabularies, 

“How’d you like it, pal” to a red- 
lidded denizen from the Universal 
got a good review for Dux Film, 
Inc’s “The Mask of the Devil” star- 
ring Flora Vano. This place caters 
to the spaghetti eaters. 

Just before 14th street, with all 
of its deluxe houses, can be found the 
Comet, a first class dump and the 
Variety, a little better. After that 
the lane takes on the dignified title 
of Thoid Avenue. 

The more you see of the Bowery’s 
theatre now the more you think of 
Mazie’s. “God punished the big 
shots of Wall Street for passing 
up the poor. That's why they took 
that flop. He'll help them, though, 
if they'll give some of these poor 
guys a few crumbs as they whirl 
along here in their cars.” 





J. F. Dillon, to direct “Girl of the 
Golden West,” FN. 

Chester Morris, “The Big House,” 
M-G 

Zelda Sears, 
M-G. 

Mack Swain, “Sea Bat,” M-G. 

Betty Compson, “Cherry Malotte,” 
“The Spoilers,” Par. 

Ray McCarey writing for Larry 


in “The Divorcee,” 





Darmour. 


newspaperwise. } 








Club Tax | fax Repeal 


Washihatoi, Feb. 11. 
Representative Robert L. Bacon 
(R.), N. Y., has introduced a bill to 
repeal the tax on club dues as incor- 

porated in the revenue act of 1928. 
This is the first move of the pres- 
ent session toward repealing any of 


| this class of special taxes. 


AMATEURS GIVE GARDEN 


| FANS A QUIET EVENING 


Broadway's fight addicts who 
care for amateur ring contests at- 
tended the Garden in moderate 
number Friday night. The profes- 
car¢ cancelled 
William Muldoon of the 
commission decided the main 
slated between Johnny Risko 
Victorio Campolo was not a 
match. 

Why Muldoon feared for Risko 
was not explained. Johnny is a 
tough heavy who has fought nearly 
all the tough big heavies. He turned 
down the idea of meeting Georgie 
Hoffman instead. The Garden peo- 
ple promptly switched the Risko- 
Campolo bout to Miami, where it 
will be the semi-final to the 
Sharkey-Scott fight and will prob- 
ably provide as much interest. 

The lobby of the Garden was de- 
serted Friday. Usually it is peopled 
with guys with a yen to bet, those 
who lay or take the odds as a busi- 
ness—orally, of course—fight man- 
agers, and so forth. . 

Inside a hastily arranged but in- 
teresting collection of amateur 
glove slammers was exhibited. 
There were laughs now and then, 
but the evening was without the 
excitement of professional fight 
shows. Early on the program there 
were several quick knockouts. 

A very dark-colored boy with a 
funny pan proceeded to lay low a 
chap with a Dutch monicker and 
a week’s beard on the cltin. Latter 
sat on his haunches, tried to cover 
his eyes and waited to be counted 
out. Less than two minutes. 

Later for the final the‘same col- 
ored boy, Angel Brown by name, 
met another Harlem boxer who was 
much cleverer. The fans called for 
Angel to start something, but he 
lost. And so it went until midnight. 
Not a bad show at all for the $2.50 
top. 

They stop amateur fights for any 
number of reasons, but generally to 
keep the boys from being seriously 
hurt. That is the referee's princi- 
pal function. Very few cauliflower 
ears among the amateurs. As for 
betting, fans pick a corner, backing 
the fellows assigned there through- 
out the night. 


because 
boxing 
event 
and 
good 


sional was 








SKATING HORSE A RIOT 
AT ICE RINK TOURNEY 


No comedy in pratt-falls which 
evoked groans instead of laughter 
at Madison Square Garden last 
Thursday when the 1930 world's 
championships for fancy skating 
were decided, It was the first time 
such events were ever held on this 
side. 

Feature of the event was the in- 
troduction of a skating horse “the 
only one in the world.” Here 
|}something for the _ professional 
stage. It is funnier than the famous 
prop horse in “Wake Up and 
Dream.” 

The skating horse had a trainer in 
the person of “Professor Ivan 
Skateonandoft” who was Robert 
Phillips. Front and back of the 
horse were J. Lester Madden and 
George E. B. Hill. All three are 
amateur performers and should be 
welcome on ice rinks and would 
especially amuse during the rest 
period of hockey games. The horse 
did stunts such as barrel jumping, 
but when the hind part revolted 
against the fore legs, the packed 
and polite Garden exploded. 

The figure skating of the women 
experts seemed much better than 
the male competitors. There was 
a monotony to most of the routines, 
but when one of the best known 
skaters suddenly fell flat, there was 
a long ooh from the audience, One 
male entrant seemed to set up a 





is 


| record for taking bumps, going down 


four times in the five minutes he 
was cavorting. That meant four 
long groans. 

The show was sponsored by so- 
ciety and the Garden. Top hats and 
evening gowns kept strolling in un- 
til well after 11 o’clock. It was 
around midnight when the judges 
finally picked the winners, 

Under the rules of the Inter- 
national Hislauf-Vereinigung, Sonja 
Henie of Oslo, Norway was crowned 
in the woman singles for fourth 
year in succession, The class of her 
exhibition should not have made 
the judges think twice. Karl Schae- 
fer, of Vienna, won the men’s single 
title and he looked best by a good 
margin. Schaefer is a little chap 
and it seemed the smaller people 
have an edge in figure skating. 

The pair skating championship 
went to Mr. and Mrs. Pierre Brunet. 
Nothing new for this team to win, 
they having been Olympic and 
world’s champs before. Their’s was 
the prettiest exhibition of the eve- 
ning. American and Canadian én-< 
trants never even seemed close in 
the competitions, Foreigners have 
monopolized the game for some 
time, having much more chance to 
practice. But with the development 
of ice rink. in America, the develop- 
ment of native talent is regarded 
as just a matter of time. 





Round the Square 





Surprise for a Bride 
A Hollywood surprise is awaiting Arthur Johnson’s bride-to-be, society 


girl from fashionable Larchmont, N. 


Y. The marriage is due around 


April, but the noted music arranger-bachelor has started his preparations. 
The future Mrs. Johnson lives with her parents on a circle in the home 


town. 
out circle and found it. 


Mr. Johnson combed the Hollywood territory for a similarly laid 
He has taken a house 


there. Likewise he has 


bought a dog that looks like a twin to the dog he saw on the Larchmont 
place, while his fiancee’s car will be a duplicate of the one she now 


drives around Westchester County. 


The prospective bride and her mother are now in Miami. 


They will 


visit Arthur and Hollywood before returning east prior to the wedding. 


Cynical Lecture Fiends 
There are still people in New York who in the midst of gayer activi- 


ties choose to attend travel lectures at Carnegie Hall. 


Burton Hoimes, 


who has little of the known world left to picture or lecture about, is the 


lecturer most sought after. 


He always packs the hall, 


Almost all of the audience are people who have made the trip lectured 


about, 


They just want to see the places again and can be heard to say 


as they leave, “Oh, he didn’t make nearly the extensive trip that I did.” 


Living Girl Adv. 

Copying the living billboard idea originated by pictures a cigarette 
company has erected a huge sign and gangplank walk over a Broadway 
building on which an electrically silhouetted fat lady flickers off and on 
while slender girls in natty red coats and blue skirts walk up and by. 
Idea is cigarette smoking will keep one thin? 


Carnera’s Dogs 
According to the numbers of pairs of his shoes displayed in barber 
shops and restaurants around Broadway, Primo Carnera must be the 
best shod man in the country. At least 30 pairs of his enormous dogs 
can be seen in the windows of places about town. 





Conscientious Cop 
The other day in a side street, a man got out of his parked car and 


attached a sign to it: 
few minutes 
destroyed it. 


“Dear Al. 
later a cop strolled 


I'm in the speakeasy at No. 
by, 


26. ” A 
read the message and quietly 


Indian Medicine Show 


There is an Indian medicine show wagon around town selling 
ales Indian braves in the wagon do a war 
A spieler who can speak the language of the district is always 
| brought along. 


Iroquois Remedies.” Bet 


dance. 


ween s 


“Famous 
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Chatter From Florida Hollywood Time | Pasadena Millionaire's Bug Is 
B Wallace S lliv | Hollywood, Feb. 11. e e 
: =. | Ae es Freak Museum with Rare Relics 
Palm Beach, Feb. 8. years has been a white elephant | et 7s eae | + in 
Princess Xenia and Otto Kahnjhere. The Thursday night mardi | 


waiting impatiently for Vincent 
Astor and party at the next table 
to finish reading a chalked black- 
board menu held by a waiter at the 
Patio LaMaze, most popular out- 
door dining place here. 

The of Jules 
Baches’ party while George LaMaze 
engineers 


fascinated gaze 
the serving of planked 
fish in a sputtering pan. 

Daniel who walks like 
Clarence Darrow, eyeing the vege- 
tables being served at his table. A 
grocery king should what’s 
what. 


Reeves, 


know 


Count Gerpsicari modestly avoid- 
ing the glances of the debutantes 
who probably are attaching Coun- 
tess to their names to see how it 
sounds. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. T. Stotesbury 
applauding the stringed instrumen- 
talists. 

At least 190 diners 
nearly twice as many as were at 
Bradley’s an hour ago. 

And at the gambling casino one 
leaves with recollections of all the 
little cards on each roulette table 
reading: “Two percent § insures 
$500.” 

The iron barred room in the rear 
of Bradley’s resembles a bull pen. 
Men peering out Keeping vigil over 
gems of the women visitors. 

Babe Ruth, roaming about, and 
two gentlemen commenting on his 
wicked drives of the early morning, 
saying he turned in a 79 with two 
sevens and that he engenders an 


inferiority complex in other golfers | 


with his consistent 290 to 315 yard 
smacks, all straight as a die. 

The New Palm Beach hotel from 
which Ann Greenway moved to take 
an apartment and the padded-like 
elevators and floral bedspreads. 

The music of Henry King’s or- 
chestra at the EmBassy, occasional- 
ly drowned in the roar of planes 
arriving and departing from the 
port across the way. 

The Fairbanks Twins at the ring- 
side of the Colony club, nestling in 
tropical foliage. 

And across from them a woman 
whose arm glitters with bracelets 
from wrist nearly to the elbow— 
rubies, diamonds and other gems. 

Much lovelier women in Palm 
Beach than Miami or Miami Beach. 
Sort of a complacency in all the 
supper clubs here, aloof from. the 
dizzifying whirl of the sister resort. 

The freak side-shows of West 
Palm Beach, where one may see 
Samson, the “handsomest snake” in 
the world for 25 cents, 26 feet long 
and so many pounds; or Jasper, the 
66-foot whale, weighing tons and 
tons and which exudes miasmic 
odors. 

The Colossal Ponciano hotel 
acrass the bay, which looks as if it 
were on canvas and the surprising 
fact that rooms are now but $14 a 
day there; that is, some of them. 

The visible delight of the women 
with ermine wraps, entering the 
outdoor night clubs—so comfortable 
since the temperature has been off 
20 degrees. You hear many a party 
saying, “We're going farther South, 
the weather is cold.” There were 
but three warm days in the past 
eight. 

Lake Worth, the motor trap, 
Where one must conform to the 25- 
conform to the 25-mile limit or be 
fined, and the cops, who are not 
content to take more than four or 
five speeders in a group. 

Four women flying past in a 
Powerful phaeton, recognizable as 
members of the group of 21 at a 
Pajama party in Miami Beach yes- 
terday afternoon. Ten to one they 
have headaches after killing 16 bot- 
tles of champagne and 8 quarts of 
Bac. 

The delightfu) site in Indian 
Creek drive purchased by S. S&S. 
Kresge for $85,000 which will shortly 
be made into a palatial estate. 

A flock of society women bathing 
from their Cabanas at the Roney 
Plaza and who will appear quite 
different in Medieval costumes next 
Friday night at the Nautilus, which 
Will be the scene of the Venetian 
Ball, expected to transcend any so- 
cial event ever given in the South. 
Every body aflutter about it. 

Herman Milgrim displaying ex- 
ceptional ballroom ability at Deau- 
Ville, Quite the man about town. 
Nearly as difficult to keep up with 
&s Sailing Baruch, Jr. 

Mr. Christo and Al Goldman al! 
a (no tears), having put over 
1¢ Roman Pools Casino which for 


in the room, 





gras is already an institution. Much 
credit due Aronson’s Commanders 
and Ralph Wonders and Grace Kay 
White, whose friends are legion. Not 
to mention the exceeding popularity 
of Red Stanley. 

Gloria Friedland, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Anatole Friedland, could 
walk away with any baby contest 
here. 

First club casualty of the winter 
session was the abrupt termination 
of the Riviera in South Palm Beach, 
which opened with a fanfare of 
trumpets and ended a prospective 
glorious career when its promoter, 
John W. Walter of Flint, Michigan 
departed. Entertainers, musicians 
and other employees clamoring for 
pay, according to the sheriff, walked 


out. Club merely lived through its 
premiere. 
Irene Bordoni opened Monday 


night, Feb. 10, at the Deauville. 

Harding, corn beef king of Chi- 
cago, has 100 pounds of it sent each 
week for his friends at the Roney. 

E. H. Sothern is a tanned Shake- 
spearean actor, and giving recitals 
under the auspices of the Monday 
Club. 

President Hoover and Mayor 
Walker, scheduled for fishing trips 
off the Keys. 

Opening on the Alcazar Roof, 
which hotel incidentally has radios 
in each elevator, are Irene Faery, 
once of the Guinan Club, acrobatic 


dancer; Nina Long, prima; Jean 
LaRue; Paul LeRoy, tenor; Betty 
Reuss, dancer; and Delphine, Ha- 


waiian, with 
still comeding. 

Virginia Hawkins, late of “Sketch 
Book” at the Everglades hotel, here 
for a rest. 

John Hertz given a dinner at 
which all the celebs attended en 
masse. George Ade wrote a book 
for the occasion—biography of 
Hertz, a copy at each plate. 

Olive McClure continues in luck 
at roulette. Jean Ackerman not do- 
ing badly, and Ethel Merman main- 
tains she nearly took over one place. 

The Marion Harris opening at the 
Floridian Club was the talk of the 
beach this week. Miss Tucker’s 
successor broke down and was 
obliged to leave the floor during her 
third number. It must be the cli- 
mate, so reminiscent was it of Ann 
Greenway’s walk-off at the smart 
Colony Club premiere two weeks 
ago. The second half of the show 
went well, Miss Harris entirely re- 
vived and drawing a tumultuous re- 
sponse. Her work is more distinc- 
tive and refined, than the quarters, 
inhabited by a fast gambling mob. 

Volunteer entertainment was 
strongest at this opening than any 
thus far. Sophie Tucker made a 
speech bidding adieu to her friends 
and was compelled to sing a song; 
Ritz brothers called on, one of them 
sick, so the other two obliged; 
Yvette Rugal, who just arrived, 
bowed thanks; Anatole Friedland 
did his usual medley, and Arthur 
Brown let loose; then Shaw and 
Lee. Other new entertainers on the 
bill now are Mary Lee, acrobatic 
dancer, who does well; Darling Sis- 
ters doing much better than at the 
Villa Venice; and the St. Louis Blue 
Blowers. 

Inez Norton arrived and is much 
discussed in the casinos and hotels. 


“Boston Joe” Rubin 





Booking Fight Films 


Jacksonville, Feb. 11. 

With speculation rife as to the 
outcome of the Jack Sharkey and 
Phil Scott fight at Miami Feb. 27, 
the motion pictures have been taken 
over by Frank Rogers, of Jackson- 
ville, from Henry Sonnenshine. 

Rogers distributed pictures of the 
Stribling-Sharkey fiasco last winter. 
Big surprise was that pix looked 
better than the actual bout, due to 
expert camera work. 

Rogers is booking houses for the 
fight pictures now, specifying deliv- 
ery day after fight. Publix has con- 
tracted 100 per cent. in state for the 
films, he says. 


INCORPORATIONS 


Statement and Designation 


National Vision-Tone Distributing 
Corp., Del., pictures; New York office, 62 
West 47th street; John E. Byrnes, presi- 
dent. 





Dissolution 
45th Street Theatre Leasing Co., Man- 
hattan. 
Pennsylvania 
W. H. Hoedt Studios, Inc., Philade}- 
phia, manufacturing illustrative copy and 
motion pictures by photographs and 
other art processes: $5,000; W. H. Hoedt, 
Cc. W. Gamble, C. E. Kenworthy, R. Dil- 
worth. 


| years has left Cincinnati. 





Chatter in Loop © 


' 
Woman appeared in Loop hotel 
with her fingernails coated with 
mother-of-pearl. 
Spring. First pitchman appeared 
on North Clark last Sunday eve 


wheh the cold broke. 

Cornelius Otis Skinner had io 
cancel all her engagements account 
of illness. Not serious. 

Tom Maloy, operators’ head just 
back from Cuba, left for Hot Springs | 
to recoup. 

Cincinnati May Festival Chorus in 
town last week. Second time in 57 
Last time 


in 1893. 

Willie Horowitz is the town’s 
chief no-pay radio m. ec. Booked 
by Al Beilin, who gives him three 
to five dates a week. 


Groucho Marx last week cele- 
brated his 10th wedding anniversary 
and received a lot of at-tin-tion 
with a sprinkling of aluminum. 


“Sport” Hermann was in the 
party that left supplies for Dr. Fred- 
erick Charies Ritter and Frau Koer- 
vin, held 17 months on the Gala- 
pages Istand. 

Some clown has been sticking 
“wet paint” signs in the Woods 
building—the payoff coming when 
you find out that the signs don't 
lie. 








Statement Gone in Show 
Girl’s Merchant Suit) 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 

Statement of claim filed in a 
suit here by Myrtle C. Bauer, New 
York show girl, against Ludwig 
Kaufmann, department store owner 
of Pittsburgh, has disappeared from 
the files of the clerk of the Federal 
District court and is under investi- 
gation by Clerk of Court J. Wood 
Clark. 

The suit, filed Jan. 13, was “dis- | 
continued and settled” on Jan. 29, 
according to the entries on the 
court docket. Settlement entry was 
signed by Attorney D. K. Ferree, 
who said he was merely the Pitts- 
burgh representative of Anthony 
Ruffalo, the plaintiff’s counsel in 
New York. Ferree refused to say 
anything about the show girl's suit. 

Clark said he was satsified the 
statement had not been misfiled 
and expressed the belief that it had 
been removed by somebody inter- 
ested in the case. He said its dis- 
appearance was discovered a few 
days after the suit was filed. 


cial Sessions. 





Hoodwinked on B’way 
Lease, Says Chinese 


A lease for a large part of the 
Broadway Block Corp. building, | 
from 5lst to 52d street, has been | 
thrown into the Supreme Court in 
a suit by the Fleur-de-Lis Restau 
rant Corp. against the corporation 
to cancel a lease on the ground of 
false representations by the owner 
and its vice-president, Thomas L 
Cunninghat for $25,000 s the 
value of fixtures and nis] 
alleged to be worthless,- and for 
$49,437 deposited. 

The FPleur-de-Lis Co., Gong Yick, } 


president, expected to conduct a 
Chinese-American restaurant in 


iwhich dancing would be permitted. 


Lease called for $75,000 a year to 
1934, $85,000 for the next five years, 
and $105,000 a vear from 19839 to 
1945. 

The restaurant company claims 
that Cunnninham knew that the 
plaintiff intended to use the prem- 
ises for unlimited dahcing and that 


he had been notified previously by 
the Bureau of Buildings that danc- 
ing would not be permitted for more 
than 300 persons, 


Femme Cashier Is Held 
On Box Office Charge 


Mary May, 35, former cashier in 
the Symphony theatre, is held by 
Magistrate McKiniry in West Side 
Court for tria] in the Court of Spe- 
She was arrested on 
the charge of petty larceny by De- 
tectives Harold Moore and Nicholas 


| Campo. 


J. W. Springer, manager and part 
owner of the theatre, stated that 
Miss May was dismissed after the 
house discovered a $75 shortage in 
her accounts. She denied that she 
was responsible. 

Subsequent to the dismissal of 
Miss May, the safe in the boxoffice 
was rifled and almost $3,000 stolen. 


Moore and Campo are conducting | 
Miss May had, 


an investigation. 
been in the employ of Springer for 
several years. 


Jail for Theatre Dip. 


Thomas Gregory, 29, salesman of 
the Plymouth hotel, was sentenced 
to the penitentiary for up to three 
years in Special Sessions on his 
plea of guilty to petty larceny. 

According to (Miss) Billie Chap- 
man, salesgirl of 539 East 29th 
street, Brooklyn, Gregory snatched 
her pocketbook while she was in 
the Paramount’ theatre. She 
screamed when the man ran. He 
was caught leaving the house by 
Det. George Lenihan of the Pick- 
pocket Squad, who found the 
pocketbook on the man, 





Inaccurate Biographies 





| Ring Lardner 








By Claude Binyon 


Ring (Walencia) Lardner, co- 
author of “June Moon” and several 
children, ranks strongly in the list 
of America’s humorists. He was 
born in Gallopis, O., and early 
changed his name from O. O. Mc- 
Intyre. The McIntyre label was 
later appropriated by a gossipy 
creature. named Emmett Malone, 
who became aggressive when he 
found he could fill a column de- 
scribing things lying around on his 
desk. 

Ag a reporter, In Chicago, Lard- 
ner rated second to anyone else 
learning the business. Some of his 
stories became quite famous in the 
trade, among them the one he told 
his wife when she 'phoned the office 
and asked why he didn’t bring his 
pay home. 

“Mr, Lardner,” said Mr. Lardner, 
“is out.” 

“Throw cold water on his face,” 
suggested Mrs. Lardner, “and tell 
him the installment collector is run- 
ning away with his wife and his 
Joe Miller books.” 

“The installment collector will 
have his neck broken,” said Mr. 
Lardner, “if he loses Mr. Lardner’s 
place.” 

After three copy readers had gone 
insane trying to correct Lardner’s 
stuff the Chicago “Tribune” gave 
the kid a by-line and told him to 
be himself. From this happy idea 
resulted cross-word puzzles, ana- 





grams, 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 


— 


Parker Lyon, Pasadena million- 
jaire, has opened a trick museum 
' for the entertainment of his friends, 

Lyon, for 20 years, has been col- 
lecting anything that had to do 
with the early days in Califor tL. 
He has built the replica of ld 
trading post on his estat d here 
he houses the museum ex its. 
There are over 100 hangman's ropes 
used by tic Vigilant < 
name of the blokes hanged attached. 
One of the prize exhibits is 90 old 


fashioned thunder mugs, 
equipped with knitted silencers. All 
with hand painted 
flowers and one has two hearts With 
a bow. 

|} Pasadena's first attempt at out- 
door plumbing has a _ prominent 
| place in the outfit. It's a*two-pas- 
senger model and lined with paper 


some 


are decorated 


from the Forpaugh Circus. A ho- 
tel register from an old mining 
camp has the signature of a former 
U. S. President who signed up with 
ihis “wife.” 

| The contents of a general store, 


ifrom one of the deserted mining 
|eamps in Nevada, have been moved 
|into the museum. The bar and 
back bar of a saloon that once 
‘help sway at Jackass Flats are set 
|up with all the bar room trimmings, 
‘ineluding the soap designs on the 
back mirror. 

Saddle bags of all the famous 
iriders in the Pony Express are part 
lof the exhibit. Clothing and guns 
lof famous western bad men have 
lan honored place. 

Lyon delights in having his 
| friends visit the joint and showing 
them his ability as a collector. 

Most of the Pasadena gold colony 
jhave a bug for collecting. A short 
|distance from the Lyon estate is 
|the collection of paintings willed 
to the city by the late William E. 
Huntington and valued at 50 mil- 
lion dolars. 


Chi. Kid Alibies Gat as 
A Lion Trainer’s Prop. 


didn’t know I needed a per- 
mit for the pistol. I had it in the 
circus to frighten lions. Where I 
bought it the salesman told me I 
did not need a permit,” said Karl 
Cronaner, 18-year-old of 316 West 
55th street, when he was arraigned 
in West Side Court. Cronaner told 
reporters that his home was in 
Chicago, Ill. 

Cronaner was arrested by Detec- 
tive Neil Winberry when he tried 
to pawn the gun for the price of 
lodging and eats. He told the sleuth 
he had been out of work and in dire 
straits. 

“T quit the circus job because I 
got tired of it. I came east believ- 
ing I could easily get a job but lm 
cured, If you let me go I am to get 
a job on a @ip,” said Cronaner, 
with a sob in his voice, 

Winberry and Assistant District 
Attorney Max Boldt told the Court 
that they believed the defendant. 
The weapon was unloaded and ar- 
chaic. The Court wished the youth 
success and discharged him. Cron- 
aner, red haired, thanked the Court 





“2 





; | and hurried away for his seaman’s 
Guggenheim and Post-Of-| ; 


fice-the-Way-We-Play-It. The stuff | 





ran under title of “In the Wake of | 


the News,” and makeup men had a} Keane’s Car Stolen and 


standing privilege of throwing away 
whatever was left over. 

Lardner also wrote a series of 
“You Know Me, Al” stories for the 
“Saturday Evening Post,” in which 
baseball players with different 
names acted very fresh. it was 
years before the magazine dis- 
covered that was all there was to 
it, but as a play, named “Elmer the 
Great,” the same-stuff discovery was 
made in eight weeks. 

Walencia is busy now with short 
stories, plays and the increasing in- 
quisitiveness of his children. Re- 
cently he exploded the Santa Claus 
myth by reading that annual “Sun” 
editorial to the kids; his next step 
is to prove that no Easter rabbit 
could be so low as to lay the eggs 
peddled by Great Neck’s leading 
delicatesseur, 

Lardner is near 40 and walks 
with a slight lope. He wears blue 
shirts when all his white ones are 
dirty, and sometimes must be forci- 
bly reminded that the white ones 
have come back from the laundry. 

“He's just a grownup boy,” says 
Mrs. Lardner. 

“Yes,” says 
what a boy!” 
his knuckles and yells, “Bang!” 


Mr. Lardner, “but 





Whereupon he snaps | 


Recovered Quickly 


Robert Emmet Keane, recently with 
the “Sweet Adeline” company and 
residing at the Park Central Hotel, 
was on hand when detectives pur- 
sued an alleged thief who had stolen 
his Lincoln coupe. The culprit, Ed- 
ward Doyle, chauffeur, of 1348 St. 
Nicholas avenue, was captured after 
a chase of several blocks. The de- 
tectives fired six shots over Doyle’s 
head before they came abreast of 
him on 55th street near 10th avenue. 

Doyle in West Side Court pleaded 
not guilty. He was held for General 
Sessions. 

Keane had been dining with 
his wife, the former Claire Whitney, 
pictures and now doing a vaudeville 
|} act with her husband. Keane parked 





| his car outside. Detectives John 
Stiglin, John Drake and James 
Hamill of Inspector McCormick's 


staff saw Doyle acting suspiciously. 

When Doyle got into the actors 
| car they ordered him to halt. In- 
| stead, he raced up Broadway and 
west on 64th street. 

The cops fired shots over Doyle's 
bead and he stopped. “I don't know 
why I took the car,” the cops quote 
Doyle as saying. 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth 


Morris 





Audience Week at Palace 
This seems to be Audience Week 


at the Palace, which fits in nicely 
with RKO’s flair for slogans. Phil 
Baker is having a grand At Home 
on 47th street. 


Lita Grey Chaplin, smartly rigged | 





in a beige ensemble with deep} 
nutria trim, took a pretty bow at 
Monday’s matinee, Then Rosita 
Moreno was applauded into doing a 
neat song and dance, followed by 
her father orating on the art of 
bull-fighting. To oblige the house 
while Fannie Brice changed into] 
her Dying Swan costume Ji my | 
Savo crooned an Italian song to the 
accompaniment of the Baker ac- 
cordion obligatogs. Previously none 
other than Billi Cupesettic Robinson 


had climbed over the footlights to 
team up with Adelaide Hall. In- 
formality of the afternoon provided 
swell entertainment, 

Fannie Brice fang will be delight- 
ed with her reprisal of old favorites. 
One moment she’s Cleopatra, the 
next Mrs. Cohen watching over her 
brood at the sea-side, and then an 
opera singer worried over the in- 
attention of Otto Kahn. In all the 
numbers she’s Fannie Brice—which 
means that she’s grand. To cele- 
brate a joint appearance with Phil 
Baker she mounts a piano and be- 
comes the Juliet who changed her 
name from Caplin to Capulet. The 
gcene is a howL 

The new lines become Miss 
Brice’s slim figure, swathed in a 
simple gown of green crepe bright- 


ened by brilliant bracelets and 
square-cut crystal and emerald 
necklace, 


Adelaide Hall’s costumes are well 
chosen in the bright shades that 
suit her dusky and husky voice. 
She makes her first entrance in a 
white cape of ermine collared In 
soft white fox, looking very up- 
towny. 

Kay Spangler registers agile kicks 
in graceful dance routines. Her 
prettiest frock is in white tulle, with 
crisp white taffeta moulding the 
waistline and lower bodice section. 
If this column mentions it enough 
times, at least one or two dancers 
may read and believe that dance 
shorts fashioned of flesh crepe, 
black lace and rhinestones can do 
nothing but cheapen their act. 

Pat Henning’s Mama wears a blue 
suit with embroidered jacket that is 
out-dated but nice anyway, and 
Gladys with Adolph and Eddie does 
“Dances As You Like Them” in cos- 
tumeg as you don’t. 





Telling It Again 

There is nothing in “Burning Up” 
that hasn’t been used in other films 
which concerned themselves with a 
motor race the hero promises to 
“throw,” but doesn’t, due to a sud- 
den change of heart and script. But 
the performances of Mary Brian 
and Richard Arlen make the story 
appealing and succeed in holding 
audience-interest over trite situ- 
ations, Mary Brian is one of the 
few pretty ingenues who can be 
counted upon not to go too sweet. 
Her frocks in “Burning Up” have 
that same quality—simple and girl- 
ish with crisp touches that give 
them character. 





Playing-Card Unit 

Elaborate costuming carries out 
the playing-card idea in Para- 
mount’s “Ace High” unit, smartly 
produced and neatly rounded-out 
entertainment. All effects hinge 
upon the card theme, with princi- 
pals introduced as face cards, and 
the stage backed with red, black 
and white poker chips and card 
combinations, Silver and gold, in 
this gambler’s paradise, become ap- 
propriate punctuations for scenes 
and costumes. Jed Dooley is the 
Joker who runs somewhat wild 
with too lengthy comedy that is oc- 
casionally in bad taste, and a battle 
of Three Kings over the Queen of 
Hearts provides a beautiful intro- 
duction for the sensational work of 
the Myrio-Ayres adagio quartette. 
It may be thought that adagio in- 
genunity had been worn threadbare, 
but this troup has conceived some 
new twists to keep audiences 
gasping. 





Roxy Goes Occasional 


The Roxy is never more happy 
than when it has an Occasion to 
celebrate—occasions which are al- 
ways spelt with capital O’s and 
treated with a solemnity that may 
give irreverents in the audience a 
reverse reaction. Abraham Lincoln, 
having lived a life obligingly full of 
anecdote, always has a Happy 
Birthday at the Cathedral. This 


year it’s the one about the Old 
Negro and the Snooty Admiral. 
White, yellow and green are de- 
scribed in the cunning ruffles of the 
period in a dance before the cur- 


tain by the Roxyettes, and spot 
their color beautifully in the full- 
stage finale, combined with the 
brilliant hues of plantation dresses. 
After weeks of classical interpreta- 
tions Patricia Bowman and Massine 
must have a grand time doing their 
hotcha cakewalk. Ferdie Grofe’s 
“Mississippi Suite” provides a dig- 
nified and beautiful introduction to 
the program. 4 
Collaborating on “Kirby” 
Lots of collaboration in ‘‘Cameo 
Kirby.” Rooth Tarkington and 


Hinrry Leon Wilson got together for 
the original play; Walter Donalson 
and Edgar Leslie teamed up for 
words and music; J. Harold Mur- 
ray and Norra Terris made a duet 
out of starring honors, and Stepin 
Fetchit’s face got together with 
Stepin Fetchit’s voice (except in 
moments where erratic projection 
split them) for lugubrious comedy. 
Results of these collaborations are 
nice if you happen to like a thick 
spread of southern treacle and mu- 
sical comedy grand-manner, 

Norma Terris seems much im- 
proved in her second film. She has 
greater ease in front of the camera 
and gives a warm and sincere per- 
formance, She looks quite lovely in 
the fluted ruffles and full skirts of 
whatever days the story happened 
to take place in. 





Murderous Caracul 

Katherine Cornell, since that shin- 
ing performance of the flapper in 
“The Bill of Divorcement,” has been 
the essence of dishonored, but gal- 
lant ladies. Scripts which rob her 
of virtue afways have given her a 
supreme sacrifice to raise her above 
her righteous sisters. 

“Dishonored Lady” runs true to 
form. Miss Cornell plays a conniv- 
ing murdress—a really horrible per- 
son who redeems herself only by 
giving up the man she loves. She 
sits surveying the broken pieces of 
her life and the blank future as 
the play ends. It is here that the 
playwright has given her the grand- 
est gesture of all. “Ah well,” she 


says softly as the curtain falls, 
summing up in those two words 


poignant sorrow for all that has 
gone before and a _ thoroughbred, 
unwhimpering attitude for what is 
to come. Never befcre has an au- 
thor been kinder to a completely 
dishonored lady. 

Her performance is unwaveringly 
true, etching in the motives that 
determine action in the simple way 
that engages audience sympathy. To 
hear her, in the presence of her 
victim, arguing herself into poison- 
ing him, is to witness one of the 
most flesh creeping scenes ever en- 
acted. Some in the audience may 
forgive her on grounds that the vic- 
tim is a tenor. 

Gowns fashioned by Mrs. Pem- 
berton’s Studio at Saks have the 
glamor that should go with dis- 
honored ladies. One is a gorgeous 
ensemble in heavy canary satin. The 
gown moulds beautifully into super- 
fluous trails of self-material. A coat, 
appropriately trimmed with sable, 
and long brown gloves complete the 
costume. Her dinner gown in brown 
lace has very little bodice left by a 
deep decolletage, and a skirt that 
sweeps to the ground in three 
slightly-flaring tiers. A gown of 
black chiffon and accompanying 
coat of black caracul gain murder- 
ous intent in the dim light of the 
scene of the killing. 


German Puzzle 

Witnessing “Caught in the Berlin 
Underworld” is very much like gaz- 
ing at the separate pieces of a jig- 
saw puzzle. Only difference is that 
there is some hope of eventually 
getting an unbroken picture out of 
the puzzle. The German opus re- 
mains broken up in little pieces 
which never fit anywhere. 

Fritz Kortner plays the chief fly 
in the plot’s ointment as a malig- 
nant underworld character. Acting 
plods along at a maddeningly slow 
pace. Possibly the worried looks 
on the faces of the cast were occa- 
sioned by wondering what the whole 
thing was about. 


Lady Orchestra Costumes 
Lady orchestras have grown from 
a novelty into a vaudeville institu- 
tion and have, accordingly, become 
standardized. Each one is as like 
the other as separate prints from 
the same stamp. Girl leaders con- 





duct their groups with duplicate 


gestures. With very few exceptions 
even their costumes are alike— 
long trousers molded into high 
waistbands over full crepe blouses. 
Evening dresses would be more at- 
tractive since the leader’s back is 
turned to the audience most of the 
time and the gown could be given 
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Clothes and Clothes 


By Mollie Gray 





Two Hours of Riverside 





original treatment with daring 
decolletage and interesting trim. 
But no act has ever set the prece- 
dent. 

Jean Rankin’s Blue Belles at the 
86th Street are, naturally, clad in| 
blue silk evening gowns, very grace- 
ful with their diagonal flounces| 
trimn on the hips with large | 
chartreuse bows, Their leader wears | 
velvet turquoise trou and a char- | 
treuse blouse. Aside from the sing- 
ing of a girl who leads a number in 
front of the orchestra, the vocalizing 
isn’t so hot, but the playing is ac- | 
ceptable. Procedure is strictly rou- 
tine. 

Half way through the bill, with 
the various principals slipping in 
and out of each other’s acts, one 
realizes that an unprogramed unit 
is sneaking to a get-together finale. 
The Blue Belles work into the last 
scene, wearing—surprise, surprise— 
velvet trou and crepe blouses, and 
do a cute banjo specialty seated on 
a large prop slice of watermelon. 

This department’s two pet hates— 
ostrich feathers and rhinestones— 
are worn by Shirley Dahl for a hot 
number with Raynor Lehr, but the 
materials have been combined with 
such chic that the costume looks 
swell. Another rig for a strut num- 
ber is of all-over sequins, black for 
the trunks and silver for a backless 
vest. Diamond-studded topper and 
shoes, black gloves lengthened with 
bracelets to the elbow, and a rhine- 
stone care complete its smartness. 
With a voice that can gargle notes 
in the darktown manner, it is in- 
evitable that Miss Dahl should go 
into a Lulu Belle imitation, wearing 
a wicked-looking outfit in red taf- 
festa, 








Paramount’s “Pep Ball” 

Starting a party off by calling it a 
“Pep Ball” is an awful handicap, but 
Paramount’s annual party developed 
into a very nice affair. The Brawl 
Room at the Astor was prettily dec- 
orated with green festoons and no 
crepe paper, and the floor was dotted 


with gaily colored frocks—aqua- 
blue, pale green and lipstick red 
predominating. There can be no 


doubt about the new long lines (it 
really seems about time to stop 
calling them “new’) adding dis- 
tinction to any dance floor. 

Entertainment was so good that 
Rudy Vallee appeared as an opening 
act, with Charles Fuggles m. c’ing 
the various turns, F'rances Williams 
appeared in a lovely silver-lace 
gown, looking Chanel-ish and 
touched off with bright green slip- 
pers and paler chiffon handker- 
chief. Jessie Matthews also chose 
green to compliment a ruffled frock 
of white organdy. Helen Kane 
boop-oop-a-dooped in a _ princess 
gown of black velvet, with ermine 
tails bunched on the left shoulder 
and a band of ermine circling the 
hem. 

Ginger Rogers caused an audience 
gasp in blue lace describing a full, 
tiered skirt and bodice-trim over 
flesh crepe. The gasp came in hav- 
ing the underblouse such a decided 
flesh tint that the bodice appeared 
to be made of nothing but lace and 
Ginger. The girl with the Tommy 
Atkins Sextette wore a ruffled black 
taffeta for fast and graceful rou- 
tines. 





Fun With A Theremin 

Lionel Partegas is mystifying 
visitors to Paramount’s music room 
with his “Mystery Music Marvel of 
the Age,” over which he waves 
magic hands to extract a tune. 
Many of the witnesses, never having 
heard of Theremin’s Ether Music, 
gaze in awe as his pantomime draws 
forth tones that can be as deep as 
a ’cello or as tremulously high as a 
musical saw. 

If his tone at times falters it is 
only because Mr. Partegas has 
grown interested in the comment 
about him. So far he has heard 
definite statements that he has a 
radio concealed on his person or an 
electrical device up his sleeve which 
turns on a victrola concealed in the 
box. Other speculations voice the 
opinion that he is a ventriloquist 
with a whistle in his mouth. Still 
others believe that he has an or- 
chestra concealed under the floor of 
the music room. He has a swell 
time watching his audiences trying 
to figure what it’s all about. 


Spilling the Heart 
Among the most entertaining per- 
formances never given on any stage 
can be mentioned the conversation 
of almost any talkative taxi-driver. 





j under 


|rhinestoned bodice 


Riverside now has a two-hour 
show, continuous from 1 p. m. un- 
til 11, making five shows for the 
acts. In person are Bob and Lucy 
Gillette, juggling; Willie-West and 
McGinty, who must have to work 
fast between shows to collect props; 
Wait Hoyt and Fred Coots still 
the Helen Kane _ influence. 
Miss Questelle looked nice in a 
puffed sleeve frock of coral net over 
satin, sash of grosgrain ribbon, blue 
slippers. 

Danny Small’s assistant has new 
frocks since her Academy days. 
Black velvet ensembie with points 
of hem and sleeve lined with pink, 
and cuffs, pink 
roses posted on the flaring collar. 
Aflame with coque feathers and 
some sequins for her next strut, the 
unnamed miss looked very attrac- 
tive in white crepe frock and silver 
bolero, silver petals on one side of 
the scalloped-hemmed skirt. 

Florence Meyers and her talented 
and personable girls’ band liven up 
the show. Girls’ costumes are mili- 
tary affairs of white satin and black 
leather belts. Singing. is their one 
weak point and could easily be 
omitted. 

Screen entertainment was above 
average. “He Did His Best,” did 
Taylor Holmes, and though overdo- 
ing it for the camera, he still got 
results. Carmel Myers displayed a 
shimmering negligee of lace and 
ostrich and a mink coat. Yes, to- 
gether. Katheryn McGuire’s frock 
was a black satin with skirt points 
at the sides, light fox scarf; simple 
but appropriate. “Wednesday at the 
Ritz” paced too slow for the farce it 
was. Evelyn Knapp in satin pa- 
jamas and lace jacket. 

Best of the screenings was that 
“Silly Symphony,” “The Skeleton 
Dance,” original and amusing. 





Repeat Gown 

Barry and Whitlege studying au- 
diences and learning anew the value 
of hokum—at the 58th St. Size of 
the house probably accounted for 
some of the laughs getting. lost; 
Miss Barry’s gown has been re- 
ported before. 

Another hero from Hollywood 
braving the perils of personal ap- 
pearances and discovering they 
never needed courage before. Ricar- 
do Cortez gets little chance to prove 
himself the “romantic idol of the 
silver screen” in a gangster sketch 
called “Wanted.” His one real con- 
tribution was his short and unpic- 
ture-like speech of thanks. Girl in 
the sketch, Doris Kemper did very 
well. Her frock is a simple black 
one with flared skirt. 





“Glorifying” Minus Clothes 


“Glorifying the American Girl” as 
all the world knows, depends very 
little upon clothes. Two spectacu- 
lar numbers, a ballet and “Love- 
land,” about all there was of eye- 
ease, Feather costumes in the for- 
mer were remarkable. Set for 
Helen Morgan strikingly pictured. 

Olive Shea gives promise of fac- 
ing many a camera and doing it a 
favor, too. Her face registers deli- 
cately yet decidedly. Mary Eaton 
appeared extremely uneasy most of 
the time. 





A Tibbett Rave 


Moving pictures have done ter- 
rible things to Catherine Dale Owen 
She obviously is suffering from the 
fact that Hollywood considers her 
the type to enact a haughty, bored, 
high-born lady. Her beauty screens 
perfectly, her speaking voice is 
lovely and she can be a fine actress, 
but in “The Rogue Song” any emo- 
tion that escapes through her frozen 
exterior has to work its way through 
layers of affectation. 

She is beautifully dressed in “‘The 
Rogue Song” in the manner becom- 
ing a princess. A travelling en- 
semble in beige is neat and practical 
looking, softened with a frilly ruf- 
fle at the neckline. A tiny velvet 
hat, severe but for a coyly drooping 
feather on one side, completes an 
effect that is simple and expensive. 
The selection of her ball gown was 
an inspiration. The usual choice 
would have been something in 
white, heavily studded with bril- 
liants, but nothing could give more 
of an effect of refinement and noble 
birth than the simple black chiffon 
she wears. Its luw decolletage is 
covered with a rail, all-around 
chiffon cape that has two strands 
of large square-cut crystals pendant 
from the shoulders. The necklaces 
are so rich that they might be royal 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Cowan, 
son, Feb. 2, Los Angeles. Mrs. 





(Continued on page 54) 


Cowan is Lenore Coffee, scenarist, 





orders, yet they are a distinct part 
of the dress. 

But for its star, Lawrence Tib- 
bett, the picture is moving picture 
hoke, dished up for the box office, 
But a dignified though popular 
score, sung by one of the most 
magnificent voices in the world, and 
occasional color sequences of awing 
beauty, make it fine entertainment, 
No scenario can make a rogue out 
of Tibbett. His voice may express 
a fierce glee, but there isn’t a 
wicked note in its entire range. 
When he sings of love it’s not of 
the vagabond affection, but of the 
grand passion. His voice bespeaks 
all of the noble emotions of the 
world. 





South with Eddie Leonard 

Capitol stage show is ’way down 
South, but not entirely in the land 
of cotton as concerns costumes, 
though appropriately enough a 
newsreel shot presented cotton 
frocks for all hours of the day. Very 
good looking, too, on the screen. 

“Southern Melodies” is arranged 
for Eddie Leonard’s benefit, and the 
stage troupe probably will be ex- 
hausted when the week is over, if 
the audience keeps up its enthusias- 
tic encouragement. Opening in 
white frocks whose taffeta bodices 
ended with a ruffle at the hips, very 
full organdy skirts of many folds, 
touch of violet at the waist, puff 
sleeves. Berta Don, if she was the 
soprano, looked sweet in blue buf- 
fant with pink bows at the sides, 
The first being a garden scene, there 
had to be some of those large, 
drooping hats and floor-touching 
skirts—but just a few. Second half 
combines Aunt Jemima and minstrel 
atmosphere, curtains of red-dotted 
yellow, steps like dice and the or- 
chestra in high hats and brown 
skins. Girls in bandana frocks and 
a banjo finish. Dennis Sisters har- 
monize and so do their frocks, each 
of the three a different shade of 
pink and all with blue satin sashes. 
No master to ceremony the show, 
which was no catastrophe. 





Mile. Cherie’s Coiffure 

The 8ist Street audience seemed 
satisfied with Larry Rich and his 
friends, of whom Mlle. Cherie is the 
most important. It may be the 
Helen Morgan coiffure, but this 
Mile. doesn’t seem the same Cherie 
of the past. One costume was a 
dull one-piece affair under a robe 
that fitted so poorly it parted where 
it shouldn’t have. 
red satin and net ruffles. Production 
about the same. 

Edna Torrence has a new femi- 
nine partner—a cute little blonde. 
For her first dance Miss Torrence 
floated about in unruffled maline, 
with small bunches of violets show- 
ing under the circular flounce that 
ended the hip-length velvet bodice. 
Mary Dunn made a striking picture 
in an abbreviated costume of dark 
green velvet with but one tight 
sleeve, and neckband, and a huge 
taffeta bow where the supposed-to- 
be skirt was shortest—the left side. 
For the finale a pleasing picture 
resulted from all three, including 
Brother Johnnie Torrence, wearing 
white and each with a touch of a 
different color. Miss Torrence’s 
costume was a pajama idea with 
a circular flounce at the waist. 
Brother's tie and kerchief were dark 
blue and Miss Dunn used a green 
kerchief, her charming frock made 
with circular skirt and peplum that 
— in front. A most engaging 
trio. 





Women and Consequences 

Richard Barthelmess will prob- 
ably play Atlas in his next picture. 
He’s been training to carry the 
world on his shoulders with many 
inferiority complexes. “Son of the 
Gods” is a weekly release selling a3 
a special. Filled with the wisdom 
of Chinese philosophy, and proving 
how wrong is the attitude of the 
world, it reneges at the last minute, 


leaving him nameless instead of 
Chinese. 
Constance Bennett looks lovely 


but acts—via the character—just 
the opposite. Why is a woman in- 
variably shown as unable to take the 
consequences of something she has 
brought on herself while a man un- 
der the same conditions will smile 
wryly and “be big’? Miss Ben- 
nett’s white silk velvet gown fitted 
beautifully; skirt of two flat tiers 
was yoked to a point in back, giving 
back dip a point, too. Wrap was 
short and foxed. Black velvet eve- 
ning ensemble without any fur, 
delicate black lace negligee 


with 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Adrift in Hollywood 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hollywood, Feb. 8., 

Pity the poor Easterner in Holly- 
wood! Temporarily blinded by the 
dazzling California sun, he recovers 
his sight only to be stunned once 
more by the magnificence of film- 


dom’s automobiles. Here, where 
flowers bloom the year round, 
flooded with sunshine by day and 
searchlights at night, the motors, 
sensitive to their environment, take 
on the rainbow hues of their back- 
ground. 

They’re trying, these waves of 
color that meet the unaccustomed 
eyes from every point. In the east 
an autemobile is a means of con- 
veyance unless it’s a taxi, and its 
aspect is trustworthy and sombre. 
Not so in Hollywood. Here an 
automobile is one’s last cent, a 
painted triumphal chariot to tell all 
Hollywood Boulevard. 

Colors attract the eye more 
quickly than _ black. Of all the 
eolors, yellow and cream have the 
highest degree of visibility. Most 
of pictures’ motors are _ yellow. 
There is such a preponderance of 
vellow automobiles’ only the most 
devoted observers can tell one Rolls 
from another. Those who 
salmon pink and orchid are smart. 
There aren’t so many of those and 
the business of identifying 
easier. | 

| 
| 


choose 





cars is 


As for cars with nickel hoods, they | 
are in such profusion nobody cares, 
except the chauffeurs who have to 
polish them. Baby blue was! 
popular until a manufacturer put| 
out a line of stock cars all in that 
color. Secondary in importance 
only to distinctive coloring is the} 
fundamental that a motor be a| 
“custom job.” 

Since nickel has been done to 
death, brass glitters very nicely as 
a metal trimming to set off the gay 
colors. A radiator trim of brass is 
the utmost in dash right now. As 
a last gasp for ihe ideal Hollywood 
car are tires of white rubber, their 
non-skid treading marked off in 
erisscrosses of black. in motion 
they give off a kaleidoscopic effect 
to set the now thoroughly blinking 
Easterner reeling again. 

Creatures of many moods that 
they are, some of Hollywood's 
famous have taken to using Ford 
town cars. In a fine spirit of play 
they drive about in these little toy 
ears. But let no one suppose that 
it is more than fun. A Hollywood 
personage does not buy a Ford till 
he has nestling in his garage at 
least one good, staunch, expensive 
limousine. 


And Garbo, Now 

On billboards all over’ town, 
“Garbo Talks.” Greta Garbo is 
Anna Christie on the screen. A bell 
rings and Garbo slides in. She 
looks tired! That brave little velvet 
bow around her neck! 

She’s talked! As quick as that, 
and it can never happen again. 
Well, well! 

She speaks with a low, throaty 
voice, naturally. Her voice makes 
an agreeable sound. It sounds as 
one would hope Garbo’s voice would 
sound. She’s intense, that Garbo, 
very serious about everything, but 
always she’s interesting. She's 
frander than ever’ with that 
Pleasant voice of hers. 





4 Dorothy Mackail’s clothes in 
Strictly Modern” prove how wise 
were the fashion arbiters to lengt?:- 
en skirts and place waistlines again 
where Nature always thought them 
best. This picture was made just 
before the present blessedly knee- 
less era. From a fashion view- 
Point it is hopelessly dated. Miss 
Mackail has nothing to fear from 
the short skirt angle, but the new 
mode’s high waistline is more 
youthful and therefore a flatterer. 

An example of what so recently 
Was the last word is a chiffon dress 
“ppliqued with lace. It has a long- 
waisted bloused bodice pulled tight 
across the hips, from which hangs 
the skirt of two circular flounces, 
lace bordered up the front. Lace 
edges the V neckline tied in a bow 
at the base and there are long tight 
sleeves, The scalloped slip of the 


they may glimmer from under the 


transparency of the skirt in the best | 


manner of spring, 1929. 


> But all that 
#S changed now. 


Soon picture re- 


lease dates will catch up with the lgloves in “Wide Open,” instead of |wood style of 1930. 
and the kindly picture audi- | 
ences will be spared these anachron- | 


Mode 


isms. 
Lillian Roth, in “Honey,” leads a | 


~ » 4 
“herus of colored folk in what must 


|madcap is 


be a jazz spiritual. The chorus is 
dressed in tattered ginghams with 
bandanas on the heads of the women 
and frayed straw hats on the men. 
They all hold their hands aloft in 
the way “Porgy” found to be so 
effective. Miss Roth’s dress, truly 
is a flashy thing of black satin un- 
stinted in rhinestones. It slinks 
down the figure fondly till it reach- 
es the knees, where godets meet it, 
appliqued in points. The irregular 
hemline is edged with rhinestones, 
a jeweled belt clasps the waistline, 
and rhinestone embroidery marks 
the joining of the white pointed 
yoke to the black of the bodice. 
Such a dress as is sure to win the 
admiration of the chorus, and make 
them follow their leader. 


Sue Carol is almost buried by the 
hoity-toity, sweepingly grand ava- 
lanche of pink souffle and lace in 
“The Golden Calf.” Her face peeks 
out from under a pink horsehair 
hat, but it isn’t the same old Sue. 
Draped in picture magnificence, a 
apt to emote. Will 0’ 
the wisps can’t go about with grand 
dame long skirts and long correct 
gloves stifling their fresh young 
impulsiveness. Here is Sue in a very 
haughty gown just as if she were 
playing her own mother. The long 
fitted bodice, crushed a little to in- 
dicate the waistline, has a high 





|}supper. 





round neck, a shirt waist panel of 


N. Y. MISTREATS 


HOLLYWOOD'S 
DARLINGS 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Broadway may be one of the eight 


ern sticks, but it’s a trial and tribu- 


lation to the chorines who were re- 


eruited here for “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen.” 
Fifteen of the 24 who made the 


pilgrimage are back. Glad of it, 
they say. Disillusiomed—and 
According to the gals, they wouldn’t 
swap a corner of Hollywood on a 
wet night for all of Broadway. 

And what they think of stage 
door Johns! “Just a bunch of 
Scotchmen., 
hicks,” said Helen Splane. “Thought 
we'd be generous for a chop 
Those guys ought to coms¢ 
out to Hollywood and learn what a 
girl’s appetite really is. 

“Subway stuff may be thrilling in 
pictures,” said Donne Grant, “but 
who wants to be a sardine?” With 
automobiles out here as necessary 
to a gal’s job as her rouge stick, it’s 
easy to get Donne's slant. Street 
cars are only used by the visitors. 


1 ® 
iuw. 


They thought we were | 


suey | 


VARIETY 





Matter submitted to Miss Revell 


suppressed. 
or care “Variety,” New York. 


Dear Miss Revell: 
sical show, and hig letters are 


ting colder, shorter and 
am just wondering—and you know 


get- 





what I am wondering, don’t you? 
Er? ; 43.2 , ¥ 1 1A | 
|} ¥¥ dial uu yvu Liiiin a Sreceaeeue’ uo 
| just let him drift away, or should I 
(tell him of my _ suspicions? Or 


|'should I go on and him 

and maybe learn the awful truth? 
Wirfie. 

ever goes look- 


surprise 


Answer: Nobody 
ing for something that they don't 
want to find. And those surprise 
visits don’t always turn out the way 
one anticipates. But if you feel he 
is straying from the straight 
narrow, and you want to hold him, 
iwhy not tell him you would like to 





join him and apply the same formu- 
ila to reclaim him that you did to 
attract him in the first place? Mu-j| 


sensibilities are keenly developed. 
My observation of them on the road 
is that they are too busy playing 
pinochle, rehearsing and 
figure out how much longer the 
| show is going to last, to bother with 
| the ladies, This doesn’t apply if 


~ Wisdom for the Woeful 


By Nellie Revell 


My husband is? 
|a@ musician on the road with a mu-| 
wonders of the world to Manhattan | 


|habitues and rubes from the East- fewer, I} 


and | 


sicians are highly strung men whose | 


trying <¢°} 





wore 2 lovely black 


tion....Bobbie Clark is a 


Hollywood and pictures....Bebe 





Not even the stars can find out when the 
Miller, Astaire show will be produced....A hand- 


pool....Mrs. Harry Archer is in Paris buying the 
new models for a big fashion house....Helen Kane 


velvet gown with a band of 
ermine at the hemline at the Mayfair 
night....Blanche Ring jokingly told Ethel Kenyon 
that if she ever met her nephew, Eddie Suther- 
land, she would lose her heart and sure enough.... 
Betty Compton is speeding southward for a vaca- 
great 
Dickens....Peggy Fears Blumenthal is back from 
an extensive European trip....No one seems to 
know if Grace Menken and Bert Lytell are married 
yet....Phylis Haver Seeman wore a smart tailored 
suit and beret at the Algonquin the other day.... 
Ruth Tester lives in a cunning house in Bronx- 
ville....Susan Fleming will shortly 


sidered one of the best bridge players on the 
Coast....Shy little Dorothy Jordan has surprised 
her friends by blossoming into a full fledged screen 
name....Most of the current young men of the 
stage meet weekly atalady hair expert’s shop who 
undertakes to preserve what’s left of the flowing 
locks....all the picture people are furiously de- 
evioping their voices....Jeannette MacDonald and 
Bob Ritchie are practically engaged....Mrs. Crane 


Did You Know That— 


Wilbur is in tow 
play while here. 


Marilyn 


, , . haired pup....th 
some baritone named Bartlett would’ knock @ weekly pamp! 
them cold in MHollywood....The Jack War- stars, makes a 
ners have colored lights. on their swimming 

dent of the 


her low 


Saturday 


J. J. McCarthy’s 


student of none of it becai 


hasn’t bought th 
Lawrence Tibbet 


depart for 


Daniels is con- society columns 


Young Lady,” is 


sixth floor held 

L. A. Monday... 
summer clothes, 
frau, Ona Muns 


the counters who sell it.... 
“Lackadilius” 
Chaplin wears a black velvet 
cut velvet evening gown.. 
Glenbys entertained 
Chandler, son of Major Chandler, founder of the 
N. Y. State Police, 


a Philadelphia girl 
be in the chorus, married money, and will have 


to work....Harry Cohn is still asking about but 
written a play she may peddle for the screen.... 
people walk by the Algonquin looking skyward so 
as to dodge the hat fulls of adverbs tossed out 
the windows....Mrs. 


a luncheon....Marion Spitzer’s novel, 


Guggenheim pads with his name on them....a 
lot of former and present occupants of the Palace 


weeks, sailing this week. 


non a visit, and may appear ina 
...Inez Courtney has a new wire 
e Corday perfume peopie get out 
ilet with intimate interviews on 
terrific hit with the flaps behind 
jide Dudley is presi- 
club....Lita Gray 
evening cap with 
-.the Philip 
at home last night....Chick 
is taking screen tests....the 
arrive in town Sunday....there’s 
living in town who used to 


ise she says, he must learn how 


at yacht....Claiborne Foster has 


t was a boy soprano in a choir.... 


Bert Wheeler crashed the 
of the Los Angeles dailies with 
“Hungry 
out....Freddie March has his own 


a reunion at the Brown Derby in 
-if you’re going to the Coast take 
it’s hot....Eddie Buzzell and the 
on, will Havana for a couple of 





This department, conducted by Miss Revell, has been instituted as a 
weekly feature and is placed at the service of any “Variety” reader. 


will be treated confidentially. No 


attention will be paid to unsigned letters, but real names will always be 


Miss Revell may be addressed at the Hotel Somerset, West 47th street, 





and other essentials and the 
dollars I send weekly to my) 
He claims he 
to finance our summer lay- 
During that period I work 
hard at our Freeport place keeping 
the home in order and cooking for 
him and his guests. He has always 
abused me, insulted me in public 
and in front of our friends. Last 
week while in a temper as result 
of some bad booze he beat me. If 
I walk out on him now it means I 
will have to leave the show. I must 
work and jobs are hard to get. 
What do you advise? 
Burlesque Girl 


clothes 
few 
|} mother. 
money 
offs, 


needs the 


where 


Answer: 
mstice 


Down in Missouri, 
is sometimes tempered 
well as mercy, 
brought before the 

was charged with beat- 
and the case 
other was accused of 
beating a mule and the man was 
fined $5. The lawyer defending the 
{mule beater protested the decision, 
pointing out the wife beater had 
|} gone unpunished. “Well,” said the 
judge, “you see it’s this way: The 
{mule is a valuable animal, a beast 
of burden; he has to work hard, and 
hardly gets enough to eat. Any man 
who would abuse a mule ought to 
| be fined or put in jail. The mule 
|can't help himself and is entitled to 
our protection, but any woman who 
will let a man beat her and 
| tinues to live with him isn't 

protecting.” 


with 
philosophy as two 
men were 
judge. Ons 
ing his wife 
missed. The 


Same 


was dis- 


con- 
worth 


Dear Madam: My husband, a mo- 
tion picture actor, makes money 
enough to keep a maid. Yet he ex- 
|; pects me to do the housework, 
which I would be glad to do if his 
circumstances demanded. He de- 
|nies himself nothing; is the best 
| dressed man in the studio, keeps a 
ear, belongs to several clubs and 
entertains lavishly; but insists it is 
a woman’s po to do her own 
housework. I have refused to do it. 
Do you think I am right? 


Amy. 
Answer: Absolutely. If your hus- 
band wanted a chambermaid he 


should have married one. If he is 
making plenty of money there is no 
reason why you shouldn't share in 
the comforts his income affords. 


Dear Nellie: I am one of those 
singularly single women who has 
fallen for her piano player, and the 
fact that he wants to marry me 
| proves he, too, is in love. There is 
'so much difference in our ages that 











lace, edged with a ruffle of souffle 
and sleeves flowing from the elbow 
with lace. The floor touching skirt, 
circular in no mean degree, is 
joined to the dress in an irregular 
line low at the hips. Sue carries 
with all this grandeur a large chif- 
fon lace-bordered handkerchief, 
poising herself, as who can blame 
her, with a swagger stick. Even 
though the costume fits so relent- 
lessly it could only be here, she 
still looks like a little girl trying 
to play “lady.” 

Janet Gaynor will always be a 
sweet young thing who listens obe- 
diently to her elders, as contrasted 
with the other sweet young things 
of the screen who don’t mind 50 
well. Her clothes appear to be se- 
lected for her by a maiden aunt, for 
Miss Gaynor never seems interested 
in clothes on the screen. In “High 
Society Blues” she is her own help- 
less, wistful self in an evening dress 
of pink chiffon, embroidered in 
brilliants. No daring decolletages for 
her. The modest square neckline, 
as high in back as in front, has 
jeweled straps. The dress follows 
the lines of her figure, attaining 
fullness from the hipline and end- 
ing with a wide, floor-reaching hem- 
line. In no way a smart dress, for 
this is to be a sophisticated 


“so- 





ciety” 


‘ress ends above the knees so that important job than to have style. 


picture; it does a far mor 
It suits perfectly the personality of 
its wearer. 

Edna Murphy reverses the order 
of things and wears long white kid 
the black gloves that have taken 
the town by storm. 





Natives don’t even know the price 
of a ride. 

Hollywood just knows how these 
girls must have suffered in being 
forced to use the plebian street car 
and subway train. “Yes,” pipes 
Lorraine Lowell, “I tried to get off 


|you happen to be married to a 
drummer. Every show I have ever 
| been with, the drummer has been 
| the oracle for every woman in the 
| company. 


| Dear Nellie:—I may get in bad 


|f am fearful of taking the step. You’ 
| have seen so many cases like this 
| that I wish you would tell me hon- 
|estly what you think I should do. 

| No. 3. 

| Answer: Yes, and you have seen 
just as many cases as I have. And 
|}you also know love doesn’t gv 
|; around with a calendar in its hand. 
|I also know that if you are in love 


at Times Square and the mob was | for addressing you this way, but it| with him, and he with you, all the 


too big—I was at 165th street hbe- 
fore I could get off.” 


Helen Fairweather missed her 
tennis and golf. And her morning 
orange juice and grapefruit. “Say, 
do you know how much they charge 
you for orange juice?” she asked. 
“Real orange juice, IJ mean?” It 
must be plenty, judging by the riot 
of denunciations this question 
brought on, 


Broadway, if you want our gals 





you've got to reduce the price of | 


orange juice, take the fishhooks out 
of the pockets of the Johns, and 
make the sweet young things happy 
with one car apiece. Anything 
from an underslung Ford up will do. 








| just seems as if I had known you 
| for years—you are so friendly. I 
| hope you know who I am. In case 
you don’t here is a little lead. I’m 
a little guy with a big heart which 
has a big ache. There is a little 
gal chorusing in the musical com- 
edy “Fifty Million Frenchmen” who 
found a bright spot in my heart. 
| She’s cuter than cute and don’t look 
j|like the usual “gold digger.” I'd 
like very much to meet her. The 
manager of the show is a great pal 
of mine but I hate to ask him for 
jan introduction. She might think 
|I’m worth a lot of dough, and that’s 
| exactly what I don’t want her to 
| think. Would you advise me to 
keep away from the show and her? 
A. Z. 
Answer: I reason in the 
| world why you shouldn’t ask your 
| friend, the company manager, to in- 
troduce you to the young lady. 
| How you reason that the mere fact 


see no 


of his presenting you would convey | 


the impression you are a little guv 
with big money is beyond me. 


—_——_-——— 


Dear Miss Revell: I am just at 
the end of the road I don't feel} 
that I can go any farther and I need 
help I have been married four 


years, kawve worked steady all that 
time and have never seen a cent of 


velvet is notable for the determina- 
tion of the fitter to mean tight 
when she says tight. The basque 
|bodice is joined by a flared circular 
iskirt. An insert of dul) black marks 
the hipline, ascending in a point 
in front. An accordion pleated 
jabot hangs from the _ neckline, | 
caught by cut steel buttons, which 
find other places to attach them- 
iselveg gn the dress. 
This dress is a version of Holl: 
The hat, too 
belongs to that category, for it is 


But originality |a skull cap worn off the face, with 


ends there, for a pair of white foxes ja ruffle across the back of the neck 


are carelessly flung 
shoulders. Her dress of black panne 


across 


her |and ears, 
'2 
forward on 


and with curls 
the cheeks, 


pushed 


salary. My husband, who is in the 
show (burlesque) with me, 
and while he 


expenses he he 


Same 
draws both 
pays all 
grudges 


salaries, 
living 


me spending money for 


| philosophy of Socrates and all the 
| Wisdom of Solomon won't stop you 
| from marrying him, and why should 
it? Even if you only get a few 
years happiness out of it you are 
that much to the good. But be sure 
it is love and not just loneliness. 


MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Marion Jenkins, legit, to 
| Jack Williams, publicity director for 
Publix’ Texas theatre, Feb. 6, San 
Antonio, Tex. 

Elinor Reid to Jack Kingston last 
week in Boston. Both members of 
| Somerville stock there. 

Margaret O'Connell to Hugh Mc- 
| Kay last week on stage of the Ma- 
| jeasti« 





theatre in Danville, Va. Couple 
lare in the same vaude act. 


Ethel Kenyon, stage, to Eddie 
| Sutherland, director, Feb. 6 in Agua 
Caliente, Mex. 

Kenneth Seaton Gamet to Mar- 


garet Gillespie in Hollyw 
15. Both have been a e ng wii 
on West Coast. 


ood, Jan 


Henry Duffy Pl ye 

Josephine Bushman, second 
daughter of Francis X,. Bushman 
engaged to wed John William 


April. Her 
Bushman, is eng 


Hollywood 


| Foster, St. Louis, in 
| sister, Lenore 

;}to Dean 
| bookseller, 


ized 


Markham, a 


} Greta Gransky, daughter of the 
theatre ticket roker, will wed 
Frederick P. Pomerantz at the 8% 


} Street 


Temple, Sunday night. 
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San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
for these news items; each has b 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


London. Variety takes no credit 
een rewritten from a daily paper. 








LONDON 


“Here comes the Bride,’ Julian 
Whrlie’s latest, opens at the Picca 
dillv Feb. 20. “Evangeline” drifted 
Out. 

Judge, in the King’s Bench Divi- 
sion recently: “I know nothing about 
films. except what I see on the ad 
vertisements on the underground J 
thought there were no degrees in 
them, but that they were all super 


lative.” 

New Oxford and Cambridge Club 
opposed the music and dancing li- 
cense for the extension grill room at 
the Mayfair Hotel Idea was the 
bishop members might be worried by 
the jazz. 

Max Derewski, pianist and com- 
poser, husband of Ruby Miller, died 
intestate and practically destitute. 


Eva Moore, back from the States, 
is presenting “Getting Mother Mar- 
ried,” by Neil Grant. Due here in 
March. 

Colin Clive, and a number of 
“Journey’s End” players, are listed 
for a Sunday performance of the 
Irish play, ‘47,” by the Stage So- | 
ciety. Sort of complimentary show, 


in recognition of the fact the so- 
ciety’s production of the Sheriff play 
gave the lads their biggest break 
last year. 





“Thames Wine,” at 50 cents a bot- 
tle, is a fiery illicit brew unearthed 
by the Licensing Commission. Made | 
in Limehouse. 


| 
| 


Birth rate for Great Britain last 
year was the lowest on record. This 
fact is being linked up by cinema | 
managers with the menace of over- 
seating. 


The new Ben Travers farce at the 
Aldwych has been titled “A Night 
Like This.” Eighth successive com- 
edy at the house; sixth by Travers. 


Just 390 entries for the British 
Drama League's production compe- 
tition this year, as against 233 last. 
Indication of the growth of the ama- 
teur and little theatre movement in 
England, particulagly the north. 


Gaumont has shelved its idea of 
making a British talker. Waiting 
for an American unit to come over 
and do it? 


NEW YORK 


Alma Gluck, opera singer, lost her 
suit to recover $6,700 she paid to the 
government in excess profits taxes 
on phonograph recordings in 1917. 
Her contention was that the records 
had been made the year before the 
tax was levied. 








Preliminary petition for a receiver 


“for the DeForest Radio Corp., en- 


tered by H. V. Van Korff, was dis- 
missed by Vice Chancellor Vivian 
Lewis on grounds that Van Korff is 
not a stockholder and the company 
owes no money. 


Harry Richman served with sum- 
mons in the breach of promise suit 
for $100,000 started by Pilorette Bas- 
set Stanley, former Sennett bathing 
girl and ex-wife of Jerome Stanley, 
broker. 


When Anne Caldwell, former ac- 
tress, obtained an order permitiing 
her to levy on Mrs. Isabelle Hut- 
chins’ home furnishing for a $553 
judgment, the latter settled the 
debt. Mrs. Hutchins is the former 
Belle Livingston, actress, and is 
supposed to have. refused payment 
for five gowns turned over to her 
by Miss Caldwell. VU 


Irene Franklin hit print some time 
ago with the statement that she was 
establishing a vacation home for 





chorus girls. Latest, is that she 
changed her mind and bought a 
yacht. 

Rehearsing for the Newspaper 


Club ball in the apartment of Max 
Lief, author, 18 chorus girls went 
into a near-panic when fire was 
discovered in the rooms. Damage 
estimated at 31,000. 





E. Ray Goetz as brought suit for 
divorce against Irene Bordoni. Un- 
usual because Miss Bordoni has se- 
cured annulment of the same mar- 
riage in Chicago. 





Morris Shaniro and Samuei 
Cohen, said <o be publishers. and 
distributors of popular song sheets 
sold for 5 cents a copy, were in- 
dicated last week by the Federal 
grand jury and held in $5,000 bail. 
Complaint was made by M. P. P. A. 
and A. S. C. A. P. on charge of 
copyright violations. 





Listing claims of five womén for 


$219,123, Dr. F. Roebling Geyser has 
filed voluntary bankruptcy proceed- 
One of the claims is by Myrna 


ings 


Fink, former actress, who charges 
Gevset marred her appearance | 
vith powerful X-ray treatments, 

Myrtle Bauer, show girl, still 
wants $5,000 from Florenz Ziegfeld 
on a claim that ner Pekingese was 
destroved by Billie Burke’s police 
doz 

Lita Grey Chaplin didn’t answer a 
sumnions secured by Nicholas 
Gyory, who claims $616 due him as 
her vaude manager. Hearing was | 
to have been in Municipal court. 


License of Adelphi Theatre Ticket 
Agency evoked by the division 
of licenses in Albany, on complaint 
of a customer whe thought he was 


was 1 


getting football ti¢kets. on the 40- 
vard line for a $3 premium per 
ticket 

Jerry Austin, three-foot agent, 
has been hauled into court by seven 
girls who claim they paid him $20 
for instruction in modeling and got 


foniy unfulfilled promises of work. 
Austin retorts that the garment 
workers’ strike has ruined his busi- 
ness, 


Louise Burke, beauty contest win- 
ner and fiancee ot a Bronx cop, 
whammed Nicholas Genovitch when 
he became friendly in a Bronx pic- 
ture house. Genovitch is pondering 
for 30 days in the workhouse. 

Investigation of vice in Atlantic 
City includes questioning of Roehm 
and Richards, Nev’ York agents. No 


jimplication of wrong doings; agents 


are to furnish information concern- 
ing employment of girls for revues. 
Perquita Courtney, in legit, has 
renewed her suit for $15,000 against 
Lucien H. Garwood, cab. driver, 
whose cab is alleged to have struck 
jher in 1927. Last year a jury 
awarded her $5,000, but Garwood 
jwas later permitted a new trial. 


House committee in Washington 
has favorably reported the bill des- 
ignating “The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner” as the national anthem. Over 
200 organizations approved it. 

Last week two prima donnas sang 
it for the lawmakers. Committee 
killed the credit carried in the bill 
to Francis Scott Key, making it 
read, “Hereby designated the song 
known as,” ete. 








— 


Clarence Drown, former manager 
of the Orpheum, who died recently 
left his estate, valued at $150,000, 
to his daughter, Grace Hope Drown. 

Anita Leone White, pictures, 
wants a divorce from George M. 
White, charging jealousy. 





Local court’s show of shows has 
been on for 10 days, with Ferdinand 
Pinney Earle’s latest romance hold- 
Ing the stage. Show has been play- 
ing to capacity with moms and flaps 
forming the audience and relishing 
the red hots from the witness stand. 

Femme lead filled by Dolores Sal- 
azar, Spanish dancer, suing the 
heavy lover for $30,000 for breach 
of promise to marry and breach of 
motion picture contract. 

Chief burning morsels for the cus- 
tomers were the reading of flaming 
love letters from the creator of the 
soul kiss; the description of five 
Elinor Glynish months in Mexico 
and weird marriage rites performed 
by “Affinity” himself. Attorneys for 
the girl described Earle’s wooing of 
the dancer as “eerie.” On the stand 
Miss Salazar denied that she fell 
into the defendant's lap like “a ripe 
peach,” as he said. 

She described an affinity marriage 
that took place in the moonlight in 
Earle’s garden in Hollywood as the 
whistles were blowing to welcome 
1927. “He took me into the garden,” 
she testified, ‘and placed a bible on 
a bench. We held hands while he 
jrepeated the marriage ceremony.” 
|Also another marriage performed in 
| Mexico, the girl described, but later 
ito find out that the ceremony was 
performed by a chap engaged by 
Earle to masquerade as a priest. 

Case will continue to occupy 
Judge Harry Archald, a jury in Su- 





of dirt chasers for some days to 
come. 





The Tsu Tsui, Japanese theatri- 
cal company, brought over by the 
Theatre Guild, is scheduled to arrive 
in New York Feb. 21. Company 
comprises 24 persons. They show 
in Los Angeles this week. 

Plea of Carl Reed, producer of 
‘Pleasure Man,” that his good repu- 
|tation as compared with that of Mae 
| West called for separate vrial, was 
| denied by Judge Bertini. The judge 
| decided Reed's status would not be 
| damaged by courtroom association 
| with Miss West. 


} Three armed men trussed a colore 


perior court and an eager assembly | 





| watchman and looted Henri’s Ren- 
| dezvous, Brooklyn night club, of 
| $1,000. A few minutes previously 
| the proprietor had left with $3,500. 
Another trio of armed men gagged 
| the night watchman at the Liberty 
| theatre on Staten Island Sunday 
| night and took a reported $2,000 
| from the safe, 
} + 
| Following lead of Peggy Joyce, 
La Argentina, dancer, cancelled pas- 
sage on the Ile de France just be- 
|\fore sailing time and submitted to 
lan appendix operation. She will re- 
turn to Paris later. 


| 


Village of Waverly, N. Y., 
16,000 population, saw its first 
|}day pictures Feb. 9 in its only thea- 
tre. A man in Waverly was fined 
recently for sawing wood on Sun- 
day. 


| 





with 





| Century Circuit of theatres 
week began construction of a 2,500- 


seat theatre in the Thomson Hill 
section of Long Island City. 

Jake Wolff, former cafe _ pro- 
prietor, rescued an old bottlé of 


| Whiskey he had placed in the cor- 
|nerstone of the- Casino in 1904 and 


| threw a party for Broadway old- 
| timers, Casino, legit, has been | 
| demolished. 


| LOS ANGELES 





Syndicate headed by Edward 
Sedgewick, Sr., bought a corner a 
block above the boulevard at Yucea 
for 12-story hotel and store build- 


ing. 


Premiere of U’s talker, ‘Dames 
Ahoy,” aboard “President Fillmore” 
somewhere between Los 
and San Francisco Feb. 3. First 
boat on Pacific equipped for taikers. 


Paramount is bringing Claudette 
Colbert here from the eastern stu- 
dios for the femme lead in ‘‘Man- 
slaughter,’ opposite Fred’k March. 


Alice Day, pictures, announced her 
engagement to Jack Cohen, broker. 
To be married in April. 


Sue Brighton, dancer, suing Skeet 
Gallagher for $10,000 for injuries re- 
ceived in an automobile accident on 


Dec. 14, accepted a settlement of 
$450. 
Alumni of Columbia University 


here will listen to the address of Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butler by the 
canned process at the annual dinner 
to be held this week. John Boyce 
Smith, of Inspiration Pictures, is 
president of the alumni and he had 
the sound picture address of the 
“Prexy” made in New York last 
week. 


Mrs. Gladys Belzer has withdrawn 
her suit for the annullment of,the 
marriage of her daughter, Loretta 
Young, and Grant Withers. 


Carl Freeman and Alice Day were 
injured Mm an automobile accident 
when the car in which they were 
riding skidded and overturned. Both 
are recovering at their homes. 





With Federal agents indicating 
that none of the cases involving pic- 
ture stars charged with making false 
tax returns will be brought to trial. 
Federal Judge McCormick continued 
the setting of trial dates for Tom 
Mix, Eleanor Boardman, King Vi- 
dor, Raymond Griffith, Raymond 
McKee and Eugene Forde until 
May 15. 


Mrs. Lois Pantages, on probation 
following a manslaughter convic- 
tion, will ask the court for permis- 
sion to leave the state for Pueblo, 
Colo., in an attempt to reg#in her 
health. 





Gwendolyn McCormack, daughter 
of John McCormack, is in the Good 
Samaritan hospital suffering from 
appendicitis. 





Engagement of Josephine Bush- 
man, another daughter of Francis 
X. Bushman, to John William Fos- 
ter of St.’ Louis, announced in 
Baltimore, Feb. 7. The wedding 
will take place in April. Bushman’s 
first wife and the mother of his two 


daughters, now engaged, lives in 
Baltimore. 
John O'Brien, picture director, 


was sentenced to six months on the 
county road gang for failure to pro- 








vide for his wife and their five- 
vear-old son. 
| — 

Leon Leonard, co-owner of the 
Green Mill cabaret; was fined $100 


land costs on the charge of assault- 
| ing Leonard Schwartz during a 
fight in the club. 


Depositions to prove that Nellie 
M. Joyce, who succeeded Peggy 
| Joyce as the wife of James Stanley 
| Joyce, was not legally divorced from 
(a former husband when she married 
Joyce, were filed last week. 
| 
3en F. Lindheimer has secured 
;control, from Lawrence Stern and 
'Co., of the State-Lake 
d Michigan buildings. 


and Lake 


Sun- | 


Angeles | 


State-Lake ' 


contains theatre of that name, and 
the RKO western offices. Lake Mich- 
igan building holds the NBC offices 
and studios. 


David F. Albin and six employees 
were named in an indictment charg- 
ing them with possession of liquor 
and maintaining a nuisance at the 
Epicure club, hi-hat nite spot. 





Attempts are being made _ to 
}unionize soda jerkers as the “Soda 
| Dispensers’ Alliance.” Want $35 
|}minimum and $45 maximum plus 
}nine-hour day. 


“June Moon” leaves the Selwyn 
Feb. 22, moving to Cincr. “Jenny” 
originally booked for the Garrick, 


|turned down this house and moves 
|into the Selwyn for four weeks. 


last | 





(Continued from page 52) 
rolled collar of velvet from which 
back train fell. 

Another negligee ensemble of satin 
and exquisite lace, different on the 
bodice and the jacket, was an eye- 
fifl. Black suit framed Miss Ben- 
nett’s face with soft fur collar in 





Florence Platt, here with “An- 
imal Crackers,” has filed suit for 
| $10,000 against the Telephone | 


Operators’ Club of Chi. Caused by 
publication of femme’s photo in ads 
for the hello girls’ popularity and 


| dance contest. 
{ 
' 


|} Dan R. McGinnity, sports promo- 
ter, and brother of “Iron Man” 


grey. Mildred Van Dorn would 
never be recognized again unless by 
her saucy tip-tilted nose. She never 
got in a full face view. Her black 
velvet frock had a white silk collar 
that came to a larger point on the 


right side, while 


long tie ends fell 
from the V point on the other 
Short Skirts 
Speaking of the company, “Not 


So Dumb” is in order; speaking of 
the resultant picture, is different, 
Marion Davies, Elliott Nugent, Ray- 
mond Hackett, Donald Ogden Stew. 
art, Sally Star and Julia Faye are 
all very good. “Dulcy” had the 
original case of parrot fever: she 


Joe | repeated everything she heard. Miss 


| McGinnity, left a $9,000 estate to a | Davies’ frocks were all rather short. 
woman he is alleged to have mar- | 


ried bigamously. He his 


widow and. son. 


cut off 


Martha Grief, divorced by Harry 
C. Moir, Jr., has filed suit to have 
the decree set aside. 





UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continued from page 52) 
New York has a tribe of the most 
friendly hack-men in the _ world, 
ready at the slightest encourage- 
ment to pour out the story of their 
lives. If there isn’t much of a story 
they can be equally fluent about the 
weather, or expound the evils of the 
new traffic system. 

Mrs. A. J. Balaban recently hailed 
a cab in front of the Dorset and was 
astonished to find its driver greeting 
her like a long-lost friend. He in- 
quired inte the state of not only 
her own health but that of her three 
children, congratulated her on hay- 
ing such a good husband, and asked 
if the new governess had proven 
satisfactory. All this in a heavy 
dialect that had his passenger pray- 
ing she could think up enough 
words to prolong such a grand con- 
versation. 

The driver finally: cleared up her 
surprise by explaining that he had 
driven the family across—town last 
year en route to the Pennsylvania 
Station and Atlantic City. He also 
explained that he had grown to like 
them in that shor* trip and had 
thought about them many times 
Since. He confided that he was the 
father of three and had experienced 
quite a hard time seeing them all 
through the whooping cough. 


Another taxi story is told by 
Ruth Brenner, who did the cos- 
tumes for the “Little Show.” She 
was whiling away a hold-up in 
traffic by humming bits of “Pelleas 
and Melisande” and was interrupted 
by the delight her driver manifested 
in the fact that he was carrying a 
passenger who could sing bits from 
his favorite opera. He then offered 
to sell her a four dollar ticket for 
that night, explaining that he had a 
yearly subscription but that the wife 
was ill and he couldn't go. 

Still another of the talkative taxi- 
ists, given an address, recognized 
it as that of Variety—which called 
to his mind the old days when he 
worked at the Biograph Studios. 
He summed up the moving picture 
situation of the past, working up to 
the present by stating that he'd 
“love to see Lawrence Tie-bit in 
the Rouge Song.” 


Rehearsals 

Scene at a recent rehearsal of the 
“International Revue”: 

Dave Apollon making a speech ir. 
Russian to Anton Dolin, who trans- 
lates it into French to the Boy 
Prodigy Conche, who translates it 
into Italian to Apollon, who wants 
to introduce an Italian tenor with 





All but three showgirls, worn out 





“The International Revue.” 
fat tenor fainted. 


NEW ACTS 


Eddie Nelson, Holly- 
wood Collegians (band) and _ six- 
girl line from “Woof Woof,” with 
| Billy Dale and Netta Packer. 

|| Henry Bergman in a production 
‘act (18)., 


i 
! 
| 
| “Sunkist’ 


} 


| self 


A crepe frock 
length with a 
an attempt. 


made an attempt at 
side panel, but only 
Crepe frock laced with 
fabric on upper sleeves, bodice 
front and one side of skirt. Sally 
Star arrived in a 50-50 suit divided 
down the middle with light and dark 
sides, buttons trimming the bodice. 


Julia Faye trafled black net very 


| gracefully. 


Too Sensible 

“The Second Wife” is too sensible 
to be considered good film fare. Lila 
Lee and Conrad Nagel seem to cover 
all the fundamental causes for dis- 
content—not the comic strip ones— 
and discuss them openly. 

Miss Lee looked well in all her 
costumes, and chose black and 
w > for the running-away gown, 
Wiut wide back panel of white 
edged with black, many points of 
the hem white lined, flat bow of 
white over the shoulder, and hat 
with a loop each of b. and w. over 
the right ear. Dark crepe negligee 
had a heavy cape collar of lace 
trimmed with tiny flowers at the 
neck. Silk frock used back and 
front godets to make the yoked skirt 
longer, buckles in back at waist and 
neck, two large pearls gathering the 
collar in front. Smart hat tsed 


}rough tweed and dark felt. 


“So Long Letty” 
Pity the sets of “So Long Letty” 
weren't bigger so Charlotte Green- 


wood could really exhibit her extra- 
ordinary angularity with greater 
ease and frequency. Many laughs, 


and all Miss Greenwood’s. Costumes 
unimportant to the rest of the world 
since no one but Miss Greenwood 
could possibly wear that silk suit 
with the enormous bow under the 
chin. Same bow also served later 
at the back of the neck with a light 
frock. 

Patsy Ruth Miller was restricted 
to domestic atmosphere in gingham 
apron-frocks. Helen Foster looked 
too mature in black crepe evening 
ensemble, even though brightened 
with crystal. Her previous frock of 
checked skirt and dark jacket was 
pretty, with two tone wide scarf 
collar. Marion Byron wore white 
with lower skirt of ostrich. 


“Grand Parade” 

“The Grand Parade” is in honor 
of Helen Twelvetrees, whose per- 
formance is splendid. Hollywood 
rarely produces such as this little 
lady. As a rooming house abigail 
she has a Gish-like quality and later 
she displays a cold determination 
which is the real thing. Not the 
pettishness most leading ladies use 
for that. Hers is not a happy role 
but a human one, and she kept to it 
so absolutely the changing of scenes 
found her the same character in 
each, a remarkable achievement. 
Good male chorus. Mr. Scott sings 
well, too, but Miss Twelvetrees is 
“The Grand Parade.” No occasion 
to laugh at what the women wore in 
the minstrel days; present styles 





the proper flavor—providing 
good reason why the show was 
nicknamed, in rehearsal, “The In- | 
fernal to Do.” 


Even a! 


are reaching back too close to them 


one | for comfort. 


Shops 
Franklin Simon’s 
wrap ’way around. 


coats 


trim 


kashmir 
One with 


from nightly rehearsals until seven | of light broadtail has detachable 
and eight jn the morning had hys- | Pelt finished with a buckle; another 
terics after the dress rehearsal of | USing blue-dyed fox has a tie beit. 


Knitted suits still prominent, Best 
showing one with a longer cardizan 
| Which ties like a man’s smoking 
| Jacket, with raglan sleeves and 
| short sleeved white jumper. Wana- 
| maker has a windbreaker-type sult, 
skirt with one inverted pleat down 
the front. A belted cardigan iS 
|worn with gored skirt, jumper the 
lacy weave. 

Afternoon orchids are 
}on the small muffs. 


being worn 


CLOTHES AND CLOTHES: 


} 











Ls 
I 


—— am 


A OE NMR i i 


i 








Anp 
Bing 


vo 


wit 
den 
and 
tal 

had 
bef 
end 


tick 
gail 
Lev 


Bro 
Pla’ 
nou 
film 
run 

whi 
eho 


R 
Bro 
a ct 


$17! 


G 
Hat 
offe 
wee 
to 1 


G 
Nat 
feet 
sho 


Pp 
Bro 
top 


Ko 
ing 
mal 
the 
wit! 
bus 
twi: 


bas 
ove 
avo 
one 
oth: 
Cliy 
doe 
this 
abo 
azo 


tair 
priz 
Joe 
Am 
lim 
par 
spo 
Sq.., 
ing 
sale 
Rys 
to | 
like 


fan 
Was 
@d } 
to 

eve 
hee 
felt 


£an 
Wer 
pies 
ing 
and 
whe 
drir 
ney 


con 


far 
the 

dats 
Was 
Duy 
Rot 
fan 

wel) 





ea 


1e 


pd 


7? 


ne 
aif 


iS, 
es 
ld 
od 
iit 
he 
er 
ht 


10r 
r= 
od 
tle 
ail 
ter 
ion 
the 
ise 
ole 
y it 
nes 

in 
nt, 
igs 

is 
ion 
- in 
‘les 


em 














Ate Caw ee oe 





— ve 


Se a RN IM lh 





Wednesday, February 12, 1930 


EDITORIAL 





—————— 





ou 


Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 
Sime Silverman, President 
454 West 46th Street New York City 


—_—- 





fee ona 
nnual......-$10 oreigm......- 
aie Coples....ccccccscscccees 35 Conta 











=_— 


Vou. XCVMI ee test) 
15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


No. 6 





Metro Picture Corp. was formed 
with Richard A. Rowland as presi- 
dent, James Clarke, vice-president, 
and Louis B. Mayer secretary. Capi- 
tal was $300,000. Clark and Rowland 
had been Pittsburgh exchange men 
before the “Trust” took over that 
end of the industry. 


Growth of the legit cut rate 
icket game aroused comment. Bar- 
gain ducats were then called ‘‘Moe 
Levys.” 

Success of “The Eternal City,” on 
Broadway, determined Famous 
Players to extend special runs. An- 
nounced that all the Mary Pickford 
films would be given pre-release 





runs at the Broadway theatre, 
which abandoned its vaudeville | 
gehows for the purpose, 


Rose Garden, dance place at 
Broadway and 5lst street, gave up, 
a conclusive bust. Fittings that cost 
$179,000 were sold for $5,600. 


Combination of Nora Bayes, 
Harry Fox and Jennie Dolly was 
offered for vaudeville at $3,000 a 
week and managers were friendly 
to the idea. 


Griffith's “‘Clansman” (“Birth ofa 
Nation”) had been cut from 120,000 
feet to 12,000 and was ready for 
showing. 


Pantages Circuit offered the Marx 
Bros. $1,400 a week, up to then a 
top figure for Pan time. 





Topical song, “Sister Susie’s Sew- 
ing Shirts for Soldiers” was a re- 
markable rage in England, even to 
the extent a picture had been made 
with that title. Songsmiths were 
busy making imitation tongue- 
twisting titles. 





50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


A Clipper reader suggests to the 
baseball editor that much disorder 
over umpire decisions might be 
avoided if two officials functioned, 
one to call pitched balls and the 
other to rule on base-running. 
Clipper replies “Our correspondent 
does not seem to be aware that 
this cumbersome contrivance was 
abolished a quarter of a century 
ago.” 


There seems to have been a cer- 
tain amount of side money in the 
prize fight game. Paddy Ryan and 
Joe Goss were matched for the 
American title. One of the pre- 
liminaries was a meeting of the 
Parties attended by a crowd of 
Sports at Ryan’s saloon in Chatham 
Sq., where the formalities of post- 
ing a deposit were attended with the 
sale of much refreshment over 
Ryan’s bar. Another deposit was 
to be posted two weeks later with 
like ceremonies in another saloon. 

An Indianapolis saloon had a 
famous drinking donkey, pet which 
was kept in the barroom and salk- 
€d up to the mohogany on command 
to drink beer. Said to wake up 
every morning with a hangover and 
heel’s had to be avoided until he 
felt better. 





Account is published of a novel 
fame of chess in Paris. Squares 
were marked on a billiard table and 
pleces were varieties of wine, start- 
ing with champagne as the King 
and claret as the Queen. Players 
When they took a piece had to 
drink it at one quaff. Result game 
never finished and players hors de 
combat. 

Two rival companies playing the 
fame piece struck New Haven at 
the same time and played day and 
date at opposition theatres. One 





was Abbey & Hickey’s “Humpty 


Duy nt” 


Pp and other was Nick! 
LOhert'e troupe with same extrava- 
£anza. Both reported to have done | 
wel) 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


William Morris is unlikely to again plan an attraction anywhere in this 
country under auspices of a local promoter. His experience with the 
brief tour of Al Jolson in the south cured him. 

The promoters Morris accepted guarantees from down that way had 
@ dozen sheriffs on their necks. None of them had any credit locally. 
No advance work through that lack and about $75 would cover the cost 
of the advertising for the Jolson show in any one town. 

Morris was thoroughly disgusted long before the trip ended. Besides 
the bungling, the New York manager had to @ig out his guarantee in 
every place and at one period carried a bouncer for $1,500 for three days 
before it caught up with itself. In one city the promoter gave out paper 
for the Jolson show to sooth local minor creditors. In another town 
when Morris was absent Jolson refused to appear until 9:40 and the 
dough appeared. The money was in shoe box, jammed full, with the 
promoter saying it was all there. 





in the house for the night $8,500. 

Morris was helpless and Grady also, as the local men had complete 
charge under their contracts. All the Morris bunch could do was to 
burn. 

Bill Morris acecpted the guarantees initially to convince Jolson there 
were others besides himself with faith enough in his concert drawing 
power to give a staggering guarantee per evening. Now that Al’s draw 
has been tested and approved, Morris has sworn off the fly by nights 
of the sticks for Jolson or any other star. 

Jolson’s share of the tour of eight evening performances was over 
$32,000. Morris about broke even, not counting the annoyances. Al 
wanted to share equally with Morris, but Bill said he was satisfied. 

After submitting their play, “Armistice,” to Lohmuller & Emery, who 
held it for about three weeks, Garrett Fort and Garnett Weston, the 
authors, sold it to A. H. Woods last week. Lohmuller & Emery offered 
option money in advance on the play, with the authors refusing on the 
grounds that they first wanted the security that a capable artist would 
have the leading role. Three w. k. femmes read the leading part and 
Lohmuller & Emery were all set to go ahead with the production of it 
Monday. 

It is reported that the authors sold the play to Woods in consideration 
of the higher royalties which would eventuate, as Lohmuller & Emery 
intended to produce it at pop prices, with a $2.50 top. Another reason 
which swayed them towards Woods was that the latter producer, since 
the play is about Englishmen, said he would pick up an all English cast 
for the play while in England. 


During the turn-over of management on the Hollywood (Calif) Vine 
street, Pangborn’s name came down from the front electrics leaving 
exposed the name of a previous lessee. Bombardment of phone calls 
and string of collectors hit the manager's office almost immediately, the 
word evidently passing that the old lessee had come back. The new 
management put in a rush call for new signs. The lights now read 
“Vine Street” any way you look at them. 

When Louisa Casselotti, 19, sang “Carmen” in Los Angeles last 
December the talker scouts spotted a fresh bet in a looker with vocal 
chords to match. They also found Alexander Bevani had foresight and 
a tour contract. 

After playing the sticks and the cactus the opera company folded 
prematurely in San Francisco Jan, 31. Casselotti was back in Holly- 
wood Feb. 4 and made two tests Feb. 4 for Fox and M-G. Her possi- 
bilities extend to versions as she speaks English, French and Italian. 


Fortunio Bonanova, Who plays the Argentine lover in “Dishonored 
Lady,” is a real Spaniard, though some first nighters tabbed him as 
Italian. He was born on a little island off Gibraltar, going to Argentine 
as a youth. He is rated the best warbler of the tango on disk records 
and it was his voice that attracted Gilbert Miller’s and Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic’s attention. 

Katharine Cornell, who stars in the “Lady” at the Empire, declares 
this is the last vampire-murderess she will play. She was a cold- 
blooded killer in “The Letter” and figures the similar assignment in 
“Lady” is enough indefinitely. The action calls for Miss Cornell to be 
socked by her South American lover. She takes the slap on the neck. 
On the third night the heel of Bonanova’s right hand landed on her jaw 
under the ear and the star all but passed out. 





Nine players and four execs are signed up under the commonwealth 
organization of the Civic Repertory theatre, with another actor and a 
legal advisor yet to be enrolled for its season at the Hollywood (Cal.) 
Music Box. Each member of the commonwealth draws an equal amount 
in lieu of salary, the amount depending on what’s left when expenses 
have been subtracted. Maximum set at $100. What remains above 
$1,500 goes into a sinking fund to be held for the theatre’s next season. 
This fund may be used for emergencies, such as failure to gross the nut. 
In such a case members of the commonwealth would draw the minimum 
of $10 each. 

Twenty solicitors are circulating among known patrons of dramatic 
and artistic activities in the Los Angeles area, lining up subscriptions. 


It took three lawyers, an agent and a producer to decide the value of 
a maid in the theatre. They agreed and so Alice, femme valet to 
Gertrude Lawrence, will be listed officially as an employee of Lew Leslie 
with his “International Revue.” 

Under the terms of the contract which Miss Lawrence negotiated with 
the producer he is to pay half the maid’s salary.. 

The lawyers who argued the case were one representing Leslie, Nathan 
Burkan’s representative for Miss Lawrence, and a third representing the 
William Morris office who negotiated the Leslie contract for the English 
star. 


They are going to an unusual length to provide illusion or atmosphere 
in the presentation of the all-male cast show, “The Last Mile,” opening 
at the Harris this week. The action occurs within a prison. 

A covertng of cement is being laid over the stage proper, water- 
proof paper insulating the boards. The effect will be that of the char- 
acters walking upon the concrete corridors of a jail. Heavy linoleum has 
frequently been used for effects like a polished floor or ballroom but 
this is the first time cement has been used. The covering will be 
about an inch and one-half thick. 


Stuck for time on a recent broadcast date for Publix at the Brooklyn 
Paramount, Ginger Rogers, now appearing in “Top Speed” at Chanin’s 
theatre, W. 46th street, made the dash for the air appointment in a 
police ambulance. 

The trip was done in nothing flat and got the performer in Brooklyn 
just on time to turn in on the mike. She left the legit playhouse at 
11:36 and got to Brooklyn at 11:46. Only one guy can answer how the 
police ambulance was accomplished. He’s Maurice Bergman, p. a. at 
the Brooklyn theatre. 





Even the little theatres in the Los Angeles area are beginning to get 


. . : } ' 
leary of picture names. One community group in an outlying locality 


wanted to know why no attention from the L. A. dailies. Press agent 
alibied that there had to be names in the cast. So the group got hold 
of a picture girl who has been going for legit parts of late and featured 


her strong in a production. The regular patrons squawked plenty and | 


(Continued on page 63) 


While Jolson was on, Bill Grady, for | 
Morris with the show, counted up, finding it was all one dollaz bills, | 
amounting to $1,200, less than one-fourth of the guarantee, with the gross 


jthe film is started. 


~ Inside Stuft—Pictures 


(Continued from Page 26) 
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! 
injurious, the character of the films themselves unsuitable and the affect 
lupon the imitative child mind dangerous. 

In surveying and testing various types of silencing apparatus in use 
in talker production on the Coast, the Academy's search party is keeping 
the identity of the studios involved concealed by the use of Key letters. 


Only one man has the key which identifies the studios. He is Irving 
Thalberg, chairman of the joint producers-technicians committee of the 
Academy. 

Tests of camera-silencing apparatus conducted by ERPI and RCA 
technicians for the Academy revealed the most efficient sound 1 fler 





jas one leaking only 14 decibles Curiously enough, in practical results 
it was far from efficient as the cover was in use on one of the most 
quiet cameras tested. 

Robert Florey, directing Pierre Braunberger’s “La Route est Belle” 
l-French talker, worked under extreme diffi- 
For one thing 


(“Road is Beautiful’), al 
culties at the British & International's Elstree studlos, 
he made it in 18 days 

French troupe, if getting up at eight in the morning, with the studio 
an hour and a half out of London, didn't show up until mid-forenoon, 
and then one of those famous two hour luncheons occurred daily, tying 
matters up good. Pierre Wolff's story, it develops, was not an original 
for the screen but a flop play which Braunberger, and an uncle in the 


|shoe business, had previously backed and which they essayed to salvage 
through the screen rights, and successfully, according to, receipts. 
France is using its sereens to plug its colonies with educational and 
scenic productions Over a year ago a film showing North African 
iFrench possessions in Morocco and Algeria was released. Central African 


possessions are now being exploited in a film, “Marche du Soleil’ (‘The 
Way of the Sun”). Production is by Rene Le Somptier, made under 
the auspices of the Afrique Equatoriale Francaise authorities, 

President of France, Gaston Doumergue, witnessed a special showing 
of the picture at the Champs Elysees theatre. These propaganda pic- 
tures always receive all possible governmental support. 


A producer who had a director under contract found that he could 
not do anything with him as his program was complete. Turned the 
director over to an agency asking the agents for nothing. Agency sold 
the director to a major company for five years and collected the com- 
mission. Recently the producer found things breaking tough, Took @ 
trip to N. Y. to try and arrange a release. While there he ran short of 
money. He thought of the agents who were collecting a nice commis- 
sion through his generosity. Wired them to send him $150. The “Sorry” 
came back collect. 


Film companies have now reached that point where they’ve about de- 
cided or found out, that the color prints of pictures can serve around 15 
houses. With the other end, the studio, figuring the tap is $1,000 to turn 
out such a print it gives the color pictures, on film alone, a cost of ap- 
proximately $67 a house. Multiply that by the 4,000 theatres the picture 
is apt to play in this country and it totals $268,000 the studio can pay 
for the prints of one of its color specials. 

For plain black and white stock the studios have been charging off 
around $40,000 to $50,000 on domestic prints. 


A survey of what constitutes French territory and its potentialities 
for sound films distribution reveals the currently technical French market 
as a more vast outlet should the talkers wake up the rest of the world. 

For example, France itself plus Belgium, the French sector of Switzer- 
land and Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia constitute the bulk of the French 
market. However, there is also the French Congo, Sudan, Senegal, Africa 
Equatorial Francaise, Madagascar, Hindo-China, Siam, Annam, Cochin- 
China, nct to mention various sectors of Canada. 


At a meeting of exhibs, one told a story about an operator of a small 
Chicago-northside house getting gypped by cashier and ticket taker 
who were reselling tickets. Exhib said he didn’t know who the owner 
was, but he felt sorry for the “little worried old man.” Another exhib 
jumped up saying, “I’m the little worried old man, and I’ve been trying 
to figure out how that house has been losing money.” Two detectives 
now at the house. 


All temporary lights, electric signs and wiring in Chicago theatres 
has been banned by the city hall. On the inside it is claimed the rea 
son for the ruling is due to the sudden stoppage of “gifts” to big shots. 

Three months ago, when a chain sent a Jetter to local offices telling 
them to cut the “feeding,” the first department retaliated by banning 
all lobby holdouts. Crowds stood on the sidewalks for a couple of weeks 
until the matter was straightened out. 


Option contracts on directors have proved bitter pills to producers on 
three different occasions recently. In each case the directors turned out 
sour, but their options came due about the time their pictures were re- 
leased. Studios couldn’t afford to let the directors go, for the bad effect 
it would have on exhibitors so the firms had to resign them. And at 
the advance salary called for. 

In two of the cases the directors have since been taken off the pay- 
rolls. 





E. B. Derr’s new plan for story construction at Pathe has three writers 
on each yarn. The story is written, in narrative form, by a picture 
scenarist. A second scenarist and an imported playwright put it into 
shooting form, the former contributing the picture technique and the 
latter the dialog. , 

Last step is a final conference with all three writers and the director, 
Derr's idea is to have the scripts fool-proof before shooting, thus elim- 
| inating the possibility of changes by the director on the set. 

Foreign departments of picture companies have to issue orders period- 
ically forbidding office boys from tearing postage stamps off letters. 

Very often letters arrive from forsaken corners of the globe with 
scanty identification. When stamps are torn the postmarks generally 
go, too, and the problem of finding out where the letter originated is 
next to impossible at times, 


Meeting of the Fox foreign managers in New York uncovered the fol- 
lowing peculiar situation: 

J. C. Bavetta, Italian, is handling French territory; S. S. Horen, a 
Frenchman, is supervising Spain; J. Aussenberg, an Austrian, is in 
charge of the German division; H. Kalm, a German, is oversecing 
Sweden, and B. Fux, an Austrian, looks after Italy. 


Warner Brothers have a big musical load to carry for the operetta 
“Viennese Nights,” with a payroll tor rehearsals and regular sessions 
| of around $5,500 for the 100 members of the Los Angeles Symphony or- 
chestra. It is figured that the synchronization work for this group of 
musicians on the picture will run $125,000. 





Warners will not dub chorus singing in “Viennese Nights,” as in pre- 
vious musicals. Chorus is being picked for the individual ability to dance 
and sing. No noiseless lip moving with singers off screen. 

Edict mear complete rehearsals covering three to four weeks before 


} 


Formerly, rehearsals came between sequences, 
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Chorines Hate the 


College Boys, 





But Not as After-Theatre Chumps 


Madison, Wis., Feb. 11. 


“College boys. Ugh. I love to 
go out with them, but how I hate 
‘em out front!” 

Thats’ a coy young thing with 
a youth and beauty revue speak- 
ing backstage at the RKO house 
here. The sentiment is typical. 

“Gr-r-r-r. How I'd like to throw 


those educated fools out of here!” 
Trt 


oto sne of Madison’s seven 
MR AACAL OO asd wa Ps oe eee ose) 


theatre managers speaking, also 
typical sentiment. For Madison 
is a college town, home of the 
University of Wisconsin with its 
10,000 students, and presents a prob- 
lem to managers found in few cities. 

When students go to the theatre, 
they’re out for a good time, and if 
the screen or the stage can’t give 
it to them, they'll make it them- 
selves. Consequently a sour line in 
a dialog, a touch of bum acting or 
a piece of amateur promotion eli- 
cits a crop of cat-calls, tremendous 
applause and the blubbering boid. 
Nothing can be done about it. 

A year ago one manager opened 
a campaign against penny-tossers, 
a peculiar form of animal life that 
squats in the balcony and heaves 
coppers at the hoofers. The cam- 
paigr was short-lived. The bouncer 
threw out the wrong pair of of- 
fenders and the lads retaliated with 
a suit for many bucks for public 
ridicule. 

The night of a football victory 
has been, up to this season, an 
evening for possession of every 
house in town by the _ students. 
Snake-dancers thumbed noses at the 
box-office, marched past the door- 
man and whooped down the aisles. 
Operators shut off the current, ar- 
tists on the stage retired, and the 
boys in the pit struck up the foot- 
ball song. Demonstrations generally 
lasted 10 or 15 minutes while man- 
agers grinned a sickly grin and 
ground their molars. 

The football team, indirectly re- 
sponsible in past years, cleared up 
the situation this season simply by 
losing every home game. 

With the artists it’s different. 
They hate the collegians and make 
no bones about it. Dirty looks, 
not-so-subtle wise-cracks and down- 
right walking off are common 
methods of expressing disapproval. 
But they like tc go out with them. 

Although against all rules and 
regulations of the only house now 
playing vaude, it’s a bad night when 
there aren’t suppers for both rows 
and even prima donnas. News- 
Paper boys, welcomed anywhereina 
house, fix most of them up, but 
there’s also a 
and a way of smartly timing phone- 
calls. 





[Illuminate “Interlude” 


To Intermission Diners 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

As a dinner “entertainment” fea- 
ture designed to attract intermis- 
sion crowds from “Strange Inter- 
lude,” playing at the Shubert the- 
atre, local stock house this week, 
a leading loop hotel announces ex- 
planatory lectures on the O'Neill 
drama. 

“While you are dining between 
the two parts of ‘Strange Interlude’ 
you will hear an exposition of the 
hidden meaning of the O'Neill mas- 
terpiece by an authority,” the hotel 
ads read. : 

The hotel’s exploitation man 
reads excerpts from reviews of the 
play to the dinner guests to let 
them know what the play is all 
about. : 

“Buzz” Bainbridge, of the Shu- 
bert, claims to have broken all stock 
advance sale records by taking in 
aprroximately $10,000 at the box- 
office for “Interlude” three days be- 
fore the attraction opened. The 
house was practically sold out for 
the entire week on the opening day 
and the attraction is announced for 
a second week, 

No* guest star was engaged for 
“Strange Interlude,” but the scale 
was tilted from $1 to $2 for the en- 
tire lower floor. Balcony prices 
also were doubled. 

The Theatre Guild production of 
the piece recently played the Metro- 
politan here to turnaway crowds, 
grossing $27,000. 





Miss Collier Wants “Field God” 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Constance Collier is trying to se- 
cure the British rights for Paul 
Green's “The Field God,” revised, 
for a London producer. 


clever note system 





And No Kiddin’ 
ak) Girl: 
Dud- 
Tom 


Hotel Ticket 
“You should see 
ley’ at the Cort, 
Wise.” 

Customer: “But I 
Tom Wise was dead.” 


Agency 
‘Uncle 
with 





thought 


Girl: “No; I’m sure Tom 
Wise is in the show.” 
Customer: “You might be 


right. It’s a George Tyler show 
and he’s a great guy for re- 
vivals.” 











Ryskind Reconsiders 
Walk-Out on “Band” 


Arbitration of a royalty 
between Edgar Selwyn, who pro- 
duced “Strike Up the Band,” and 
Morrie Ryskind, who wrote the 
book, has been set by the Authors’ 
League, who have Ryskind’s com- 
plaint. It is understood Selwyn 
welcomes the arbitration and to 
force the issue removed Ryskind's 
name from the program immediate- 
ly after the show opened on Broad- 
way. 

Differences between 
and manager started 
where “Band” opened and where 
Ryskind is said to have declared 
himself through with the show. 
However, Ryskind later changed his 
mind and said what he hid said 
didn’t go. 

Regardless of that dispute, roy- 
alties could.not be denied Ryskind, 
especially since show is rated a hit 
at the Times Square and the royal- 
ties are no unimportant items. 
However, Selwyn contends that as 
Ryskind walked out in Boston and 
eid not stick until the shov; cam~* 
to Broadway, he should accept a 
half of one per cent less royalty. 
That is what the arbitration will be 
about. 

George S. Kaufman wrote the 
original book for “Strike Up the 
Band.” Ryskind fashioned the pres- 
ent book, but Kaufman was called 
in during the Boston date to make 
suggestions, 


L. A. Rep. Loses Collins 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

“A Bill of Divorcement,” second 
production of Civic Repertory The- 
atre at the Music Box, resulted in 
divorce between Arthur Greville 
Collins, director, and the common- 
wealth group. 

Collins objected to interference 
with his authority as director. H. 
Ellis Reed, one of the organizers, 
demanded changes in the cast. Re- 
sult was Collins’ withdrawal, with a 
successful direction uf “And So to 
Bed,” the group’s first production, to 
his credit. 

Paul Irving is directing “Divorce- 
ment,” to open Feb. 17, Ian Mac- 
Laren is its guest star. 


dispute 


the author 


in Boston, 














‘Waterloo’ Row Denied 


Reports that June Walker, co- 
starred with Glenn Hunter in 
“Waterloo Bridge,” at the Fulton, 
would leave the show are denied by 
the Dillingham office. Reporfs of 
differences between the two leads 
have been around for some time, 
Miss Walker, however, saying there 
is no basis for such rumors, 

Whether Miss Walker gave in 
her notice was not confirmed by 
the Dillingham office, which insists 
Miss Walker will remain in 
“Bridge” for the balance of the 
Broadway engagement. 





McClintic on Fox Lot 


Guthrie McClintic having accom- 
plished the staging of ‘“‘Dishonored 
Lady,” which stars his wife, Kath- 
erine Cornell, xt the Empire, is go- 
ing to the coast to resume picture 
direction for Fox. 

McClintic’s picture contract ex- 
tends until late summer. In addi- 
tion to his direction of “Dishonored 
Lady,” McClintic has an interest in 
the show. His and Miss Corneti’s 
share is said to be more than 60%, 
Gilbert Miller or the Frohman office 
having the balance. 








James Thatcher states that every 
time “Variety” prints he is backing 
Myron Fagan he has to deny it, and 
that it’s become a habit he'd like to 
| stop. 





“PLEASURE MAN” TRIAL 
FEB. 19; SPECIAL JURY 


The trial of Mae West and 53 
other performers for participating 
in an alleged obscene play has been 
definitely set for Feb. 19 before 
Judge Bertini and a jury selected 
from a special panel in General 
Sessions. All the defendants are 
free under bail. Miss West has been 
appearing around New York in 
“Diamond Lil.” The other defend- 
ants are scattered over the country. 
The indictment charges a misde- 
meanor, and the defendants do not 
necessarily have to appear in person 





by counsel. 

The indictment against the 54 al- 
leged offenders followed _ shortly 
after their arrest for participation 
in “The Pleasure Man” at the Bilt- 
more theatre in October, 1928. Miss 


The trial has been delayed sev- 
eral times owing to the various mo- 
tions made both in General Sessions 


Burkan, counsel for the group. Last 
Wednesday James G. Wallace, as- 
sistant district attorney, moved for 
the selection of a blue ribbon jury 
on the ground that the case had 
attracted considerable attention 
throughout the country and that the 
trial may take two or three weeks. 
He said he did not wish to take up 
the time of the regular monthly 
petty jury. Burkan vigorously op- 
posed the motion, but Judge Ber- 
tini granted Wallace's request. 

This is the second time Miss West 
must stand trial during the past few 
years on the same offense. On the 
first occasion she was found guilty 
and sentenced to 10 days in the 
workhouse, which she served. 

A motion for a severance of trial 
for Carl Reid, producer of “Pleasure 
Man,” was denied by Judge Bertini. 
Reid’s counsel argued his client 
would be prejudiced before a jury 
if tried with Miss West. 

The first reason, he said, was the 
record and unfavorable reputation 
of Miss West in her connection with 
the plays “Sex,” for which she 
served a term in jail, and her show, 
“The Drag,” which was banned in 
this city. 

Reid contends that he signed a 
contrect to produce “Pleasure Man” 
when only a mere outline of the 
play had been written. 


5 SHOWS GOING OUT 


Including two revivals there are 
five shows on Broadway's outgo- 
ing list. 

“Recapture,” presented at the El- 
tinge by A. H. Woods, will stop next 
Tuesday night. Show holds over 
until then because of picture rights 
which require three full weeks for 
a manager to participate. Business 
after premiere poor. 








CLAUDIA DELL FALLS IN 


Irene Delroy Also Set for a New 
Warner Talker 








Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Irene Delroy has been set for the 
femme lead of “See Naples and 
Die.” Miss Delroy’s first for War- 
ners was to have been “Sweet Kitty 
Bellairs,” but this was turned over 
to Claudia Dell, also from Broad- 
way. 

Miss Dell will play - opposite 
Percy Askam. It is reported Askam 
has a Warner agreement at $2,500 
weekly, with four weeks on “Bel- 
lairs” guaranteed. Askam is cur- 
rently in “New Moon,” staged at the 
local Belasco. 





at the triai, but must be represenieéd | 





| 


and the Supreme Court by Nathan | 





RECAPTURE 
Opened Jan. 29. “Almost a 
total loss” said Littell (World) 
and Winchell (Mirror) added: 
“thin entertainment.” 
Variety (Ibee) said: “won't 
be around long.” 











“as Wonderful Night,” presented 
by the Shuberts, will tour from the 
Majestic, having completed 16 
weeks on Saturday. Operetta did 
fairly good business but never hit; 
grosses averaged around $23,000 for 
a time; around $19,000 lately. 

“City Haul,” presented by Gil 
Boag at the Hudson, with manage- 
ment changing after opening, will 
close. Is in seventh week. Show 
liked, but business failed to develop 
as it should. Started around $3,000 





with approximately $5,000 last 
week. 
CITY HAUL 
Opened Dec. 30. Second 


stringers found political com- 
edy amusing, 


Variety (Span) said: “small 


time stuff bound to get lost 
in the maelstrom = around 
Broadway.” 











“The Blue and the Gray,” revived 
in Hoboken by Morley and Throck- 
morton, closed last Saturday night 
there at the Rialto. Failed to re- 
peat the success of the revival 
“After Dark.” 

In addition “The Chocolate Sol- 
dier,” revived by the Shuberts at 
Jolson’s, will leave Saturdays. It 
was a three-week date instead of 





the usual two weeks, 


Miss Dell is a former Ziegfeld 
show girl. Her nearest approach 


to a principal role previously was 
her adventure as the first player of 
the English “Merry Merry.” Miss 
Dell opened in the provinces over 
there with the imported English 


West did not appear in the show, | production, but did not appear in it 
but helped to write and produce it.|in London. 





FUTURE PLAYS 


“Loose Ladies,”. dramatization or 
Vina Delmar’s novel of saine name, 
is listed as first for the new pro- 
ducing firm of Abbey & Green. Ed- 
win Barry has made the adaptation 
and piece is scheduled for rehearsal 
in two weeks. 

“Bad Girl,” another of Miss Del- 
mar’s novels, is also being dra- 
matized and will reach production 
via Crosby Gaige. 

“Candle Light,” with 
Leontovitch taking over Gertrude 
Lawrence's former assignment, is 
in rehearsal and will be sent on 
tour, ‘opening at the Shubert-Rivera, 
New York, March 3. The piece will 
play six weeks of subway circuit 
dates and will later be spotted for 





runs in Philadelphia, Boston and 
Chicago. 
“A Month in the Country,” by 


Turgenev, is next on list for The- 
atre Guild and will go into rehearsal 


after “The Apple Cart,” by G. B. 
Shaw, at the Beck, New York, 
Feb. 24. 


Alla Nazimova, who has swung 
allegiance from the Civic Repertory 
to the Guild, will head the cast. 

“Miss Gulliver’s Travels,” into 
rehearsal with George Ford figur- 
ing as author-producer. Cast in- 
cludes Ethel Taylor, Colin Camp- 
bell, Jack Roseleigh and others. 

“The Old Rascal,” starring Wil- 
liam Hodge, opens at Werba’s Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, Feb. 17. Follows 
into New York two weeks later. 

“What a Question?” by B. M. Kaye, 
into rehearsal as next for Murray 
Phillips. Opens at the Apollo, At- 
lantic City, Feb. 17. Cast: Spring 
Byington, Patricia Barclay, Herbert 
Yost, Gerald Smith and others. 

“Who Goes There?” a farcical 
slant on the world war by Wililam 
Maher, is listed as first for Maher 
and Shaw, newcomers to the legit 
producing division. . Now casting 
and goes into rehearsal next week. 

“Young Sinners,” second company 
currently in rehearsal bows in at the 
Wilbur, Boston, Feb. 20. Cast in- 
cludes Hardie Albright, Frank 
Shannon, Joseph Kilgour, Marjorie 
Peterson, Edith Shayne and others. 

“Blind Windows,” produced by 
David Belasco and withdrawn after 
a two weeks’ tryout, but now re- 
vised, will reopen in Washington, 
Feb. 24, preparatory to steering into 
a New York house. 

Beth Merrill and most of the orig- 
inal cast have been retained. 

“Armistice” is set as initial pro- 
duction of the newly organized pro- 
ducing firm of Lohmuller & Emery. 
Now casting and goes into rehearsal 
in two weeks. Lohmuller, formerly 
connected with Earl Carroll, was 
previously associated with William 
Demarest in “Woof Woof.” 

Sidney Howard has been com- 
missioned to make the American 
adaptation of Ferenc Molnar’s 
“One, Two, Three,” to be produced 
next month by Gilbert Miller. 

“Coast Wise Trader” is next in 
line for Hyman Productions, Inc., 
already represented with “It Never 
Rains,” current at the Bijou, New 
York. Effie Shannon will head cast. 
Piece goes into rehearsal next week. 

“The Chair,” by Luther -Yantis, 
next for J. J. Leventhal. Now cast- 
ing and goes into rehearsal as soon 
as Leventhal has launched his mu- 
sical, “You Don’t Say,” in Néw York 
next week. 





New Elitch Head 
Denver, Feb. 11. 
Arnold Gurtler has been named 
president of Elitch Gardens Com- 
pany. (stock), succeeding the late 
John M. Mulvihill. Effie M. Lynch 
was elected to Gurtler’s former po- 





sition as secretary. 


| 


Eugenie | 


EQUITY SCALE 
FOR BITS AT 
$4). WEEK 





Equity has established a $49 
weekly minimum for small part 
players in legit holding Equity run 


of the play contracts. 

New arrangement abrogates the 
former agreement under which pro. 
ducers of long cast shows had been 
buying small part actors for as low 
as $15 and $25 weekly. Walkons or 
supers do not come within this clas. 
sification but Equity members car- 
rying lines are no longer classified 
with the latter and must be com- 
pensated at the set minimum. 

Previous to the current decision, 
Equity has never had a minimum 
for legits save the choristers. Lat- 
ter come under the jurisdiction of 
Chorus Equity and the $35 weekly 
minimum established for that divi- 
sion. 

Extras and walkons are not per- 
mitted to sign or cannot be held un- 
der regular Equity contract. 


JACK KEARNS DENIES 
EDITH ANGEL MARRIAGE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Domestic difficulties of 
Kearns, sport promoter and fight 
manager, and Edith Angel, 
show girl, wili come closer to a 
climax Feb. 28, when Miss Angel, or 
Legana Kearns, as she has been 
known, will make a deposition in 
New York in an effort to arrange 
a settlement of her alimony de- 
mands, 

She’s asking $2,000 back payment 
on the basis of an agreement be- 
tween them, assuring her $500 a 
month. Kearns’ answer to this al- 
leges they were never married 
legally, though conceding the $500 
agreement, made in 1924. He as- 
serts he signed the document after 
Miss Angel threatened to ruin him 
financially and disgrace him other- 
wise, by giving stcries to the news- 
papers which even though untrue, 
Kearns says, would have been 
detrimental to him. 

Kearns states that for no other 
reason did he sign the agreement 
and is asking the courts to set it 
aside. Kearns expects to be in New 
York when his alleged wife’s deposi- 
tion is taken. 





Jack 


former 


Closing Notices Apply 
To Dance Group Girls 


By arbitration it has been ruled 
that troupes of dancing girls, 
though under contract directly to a 
special director, are subject to the 
general notice of closing of pro- 
ductions and are entitled to extra 
pay if the notice is defective. 

The first case of its kind con- 
cerned a Chester Hale unit with 
“Broadway Nights.” The week the 
show closed, notice was posted 
Tuesday night and the company 
made salary claim for an extra 
eighth, the Hale girls being includ- 
ed in the general claim filed by 
Equity. The Shuberts contended 
that, as the Hale girls were paid by 
Hale, he was responsible, but the 
arbitrators ruled the management 
must pay the unit the same as 
others in the show. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Howard Herrick, ahead and back, 





“Your Uncle Dudley” (Cort), Chi- 
cago. 

Clarence Taylor, advance for 
“Strictly Dishonorable” (Adelphi), 
Chicago. 

Maurice Wakeman to manage 
“Oh Susanne.” (L, A.). 

William McCormack, to manag? 


“Bambina,” coast. 

David Wallace, with Arthur Hop- 
kins temporarily, Eddie Lyons hav< 
ing died. 

Charles Pope, general 
Charles Washburn, 
“Many a Slip.” 

Edgar Ruoukle, 
“Strictly Dishonorable“ 
Chicago. 

Robert Stevenson, Sr., is back on 
Broadway, treasurer of the Little. 
Chauncey Keim is house manage! 


manager; 
publicity, 


ahead and back, 
(Adelphi), 





and is also handling the Hopkins. 
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NON- EQTY CAST 
GUARANTEED 
CARFARE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 





30-Yr. Old Morality 


Morality clauses in picture 
contracts are not new. M-G 
execs discover this when they 
looked over the contracts of 
the original Florodora Sextette, 
while preparing for the Marion 
Davies’ ‘Gay Nineties” film. 

The contracts of 30 years ago 
provided that none of the girls 
could announce their engage- 








Another society with 


yen to see her name in lights has} 


woman a 
popped up to help the local actors. | 
Mrs. Anna Briggs, local clubwoman, 
will produce “Tempered Justice” at | 
the Actors’ 

Cast will be non-Equity and work 4 
with a guarantee of car fare, They 
will take a chance with the pro- 
ducer on the rest of the money. 

Frank O’Conner, picture director, 
will stage the piece. 

The production is under, the 
management of Ruth Rennick, who 
has a lease on the Actors’ theatre 
for her Ruth Rennick Players. The 
Rennick Players blew up on their 


44 4 ™ 4 . ' 
ticatic Low, Av. i 


second production, “The Power of 
Love,” which had only power! 
enough to draw $7 at the b. o. on 


the opening night. 


Split Team’s Bet on 
Longest Run—Free Work 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Gay Seabrook and Emerson Trea- 


cy, usually teamed in Duffy stage 
productions, are doing a split, and 
Miss Seabrook opens Feb. 16 in “The 
Nut Farm,” at the Vine Street the- 
atre and Treacy opens the same day 
in “Salt Water” at the Hollywood 
Playhouse. 

They have a bet on which runs 
longest. Loser has to work for 
nothing in a show in which the win- 
ner’s interested. 

Miss Seabrook would play the 
femme lead when Treacy’s play, 
‘Down With Wimmin” is produced, 
or Treacy must do a gratis part in 
“The Little Go-Getter,” piece by 
Joseph Kearns, for which Miss Sea- 





ments or marriages during 
their stage engagement; that 
none could accept attention 
from the stage door Johns and 
that any indication of the 
slightest dissipation would 
render the contract null and 


waid 
y Ol. 


ETHEL SHUTTA JOINS 
OLSEN IN “WHOOPEE” 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 








, 


“Whoopee,” has been brought here 
by Sam Goldwyn to play her same 
role in his picture version. 

George Olsen and his band, 
of the stage “Whoopee” at its 
augural, will be there too. 
were engaged with Goldwyn 
through Jessie Wadsworth. 

Joseph Urban arrived this week 
to design the _ gets. Production 
scheduled for Mareh 15, with the 
show now in Chicago. Eddie Cantor 
will arrive here in time to start. 

Olsen with his band now playing 
in this city. 

Jack Shutta, Ethel’s brother, has 
also been engaged. This will be 
Miss Shutta’s first screen appear- 
ance. 


also 
in- 





Jobless Line Beauts 
Do Well as Hostesses 


With musical show production at 
its lowest ebb choristers are farm- 
ing out temporarily as dance hall 
hostesses and being given prefer- 
ence and better percentage arrange- 
ments than novices by operators of 
Broadway dance halls. 

The line beauts already spotted 





brook has been plugging. 








Fagan Demands $20,000 
For Flop Film Rights 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Myron C. Fagan, playwright, filed 
suit in Superior Court for $20,000 
against Franklin Warner. Fagan 
claims sum as due him on “The 
Great Power,” the picture produced 
by Warner and yanked out of the 
Capitol, New York, after playing five 
performances. 

Fagan sets forth he sold screen 
rights for $25,000, but only got 
$5,000. Balance, however, was due 
in royalties and there apparently 
were none. 

Warner is behind a musical “Oh 
Susanna” now current at the May- 
an. Harvey Fendler, attorney, act- 
ing for Fagan, slapped attachments 
on Warner’s home, bank account, 
automobile and other property. 


a 


“Parasites” Folds 


“Parasites All” folded in rehearsal 
this week when Frank Wagner, 
producer, was unable to post Equity 
bond. 

Wagner had engaged cast upon 
Promise of salary, but when angel 
vamped as he said propositioned 
cast to go commonwealth. Most re- 
fused and rehearsals were called off 
until Wagner puts a bond up. 

Wagner, newcomer to show busi- 
ness, co-authored “Parasites” with 
Harold “lein. The latter brought 
the money man in. Wagner dis- 
missed the proposed femme lead 
and the angeling money was out. 








READING STOCK RESUMES 

Reading, Pa., Feb. 11. 
Rajah theatre, Wilmer & Vincent 
Stock musical comedy and picture 
combination house, closed for sev- 
eral weeks because of dull business, 
has reopened with a company, head- 
ed by Ben McAtee, transferred here 
irom Lancaster, Pa., which city is 
now without any form of theatrical 


fare except pictures. 





50 YEARS IN STOCK 
Marion, O., Feb. 11. 
Frank Dean, of the Myrty] Ross 
Players (stock), here, last week cel- 
ebrated 66th birthday and 50th an- 
niversary as an actor. Began as bit 
Player in “Lady of Lyons” in Can- 
ton, N. Y. Most of his 50 years 


Spent in stock, 


have been doing land office for the 
jhalls and themselves through be- 
ing better lookers and better dancers 
iand with the former date stuff out. 

The gals needing work and grab- 
ibing the dance hall jobs as bridge 
| cappers until increase in musical 
productions roll along locate in the 
better class places with guarantee 
of $35 and $40 weekly against the 
regular commission arrangements. 

Thus far the gals have been aver- 
aging from $60 to $75 weekly which 
beats show business except for the 
longer grind on the ballroom floors. 


$100,000 and 107, 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Eddie Cantor closes here in 
“Whoopee” early in March, and will 
go directly to the Coast for his UA 
picture. rj 
Cantor’s share 
$100,000 and 10% 


£ross. 





of that will be 
of the celluloid 





WRAY’S SECOND TALKER 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
John Wray, brought here by Uni- 
versal from the east for “All Quiet 
On the Western Front,” has been 
engaged by U for “The Czar of 
Broadway.” 
Joseph Schildkraut was scheduled 
to star in this picture. 
Wray is reported receiving $2,000 
weekly. 





YOUNG BOLTON ON SHORTS 

Richard Bolton, son of Guy Bol- 
ton, the playwright, has become an 
assistant director at Warners’ Flat- 
bush studio. 

Young Bolton, tired of Wall 
Street brokerage, went to Brooklyn 
for excitement. 

_ DOROTHY’S GIMMIES 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

H. H. Van Loah 
with Arthur Gregor to get latter's 
play, “Decency,” in shape for pro- 
duction at the Mayan, Feb. 24. 

Not definite that Dorothy Burgess 
iwill do the lead. got the 
j one-grand gimmies. 


She's 





Gladys Unger’s Play 
Hollywood, Feb. 11 
Gladys Unger, staff writer at M-G 
| Studios has been granted a leave 
/of absence. 
Miss Unger will go to New York 
‘to complete negotiations for staging 





}@ new play she has just completed. | 


Ethel Shutta, of the original stage | 


Both | 


is collaborating | 


MAIL TIPPED MARRIAGE 


Margaret Gillespie and Kenneth 
Gamet Married on Coast 





Hollywood, Feb. 11, 
Margaret Gillespie and Kenneth 
Gamet were the only unmarried 
members of one young married set 
in local legit previous to Jan. 15. 
But the set didn’t know they'd 
joined until three weeks later when 
one of them, in gathering Miss Gil- 
lespie’s mail to forward to San 
Francisco, a letter was 

dressed to Mrs. Kenneth Gamet. 
| It was then’ disclosed the couple 
had married one afternoon just be- 





fore Gamet left for San Francisco 
to open in “Your Uncle Dudley” 
at the Alcazar. Miss Gillespie was 
in “The Boomerang” at El Capitan | 
in Hollywood and couldn't leave un- | 
til it closed. It closed Feb. 1 and 


she hopped north leaving forward- 
ing directions. Out of which cami 


the tip-off. 





Old Musicals, Imported 
| Dramas for Shuberts 


the 
|shelved musical productions, except 


Having for time at least 


for revivals, the Shuberts are con- 
centrating on dramatic productions, 
being more prolific in that direction 
than at any time heretofore. 
With several dramas about to open 
jon Broadway, the Shuberts will 
lhave seven such attractions and 
| three on tour. 

Nearly all the Shubert dramas 
jare importations, The list includes 
;“Bird in Hand,” “Death Takes a 
|Holiday,” “Topaz” (opening this 
iweek), “The Infinite Shoeblack” 
\Copening next week), “The Matri- 


‘arch,” “Siberia,” the latter a thriller 
with Richard Bennett, both due 
soon, and “Young Sinners.” The 


latter, which is getting top money 





noted ad- | 


| scaled 
ithere is no tax. 
1$3.85 ($3.50 plus the tax), with only | 
ja few at $4.40. 


| schedule, 
|gets 35 
jcents over the $3 line, meaning the 


jover $3. 
iment gets but 40 cents, while the 


| 


LEGIT TO RENEW ITS 


‘New Long Distance Buys Barrier : 


To Prompt Start of Ticket Control 


rs 
— 
| 
| 
! 








With ticket buys being arranged 
| for or already contracted for at 
jleast 10 new 


An Extra Act 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. attractions, including 


“And So to Bed” company |'nai¢ a dozen incoming shows. it is 
started Act II the other night, | hab 

, probable that the new plan t 

then played Act I and straight improbable tha he new plan to 


through the show. curb high prices along Broadway in 





First performance of Act II the agencies will be tried at this 
was over KMTR at 7:30 , , _ ‘7 

- , pie aise time. It is virtually sure the ticket 
troupe then jumping to the 
Music Box theatre for regular control system will not begin by 
show. March 1 (tWo Weéks away) and 








March 15 the newly suggested start- 


ing point, appears quite indefinite 
also. 

Ziegfeld has arranged a buy of 
20 weeks for “Simple Simon,” which 


TAX RELIEF CAMPAIGN arrives next week. There is a stip- 


julation in the agreement the agen- 


Gilbert Miller in establishing a cies will not charge more than 75 
$4.40 top price for his attractions, |cents premium. Whether the man- 
such as “Dishonored Lady,” “Berk- |®&eT will be able to control the 

. ” ‘ , . » |Ppremiun. is another m: T. ‘he 
eley Square” and “Journey's End, “ae ba matte 3 The 
hekiye fact that it is a “buy-out,” with 
bases the admission scale on a : 
: Re gciar the agencies permitted only a per- 
theory in which the government tax : ear 
lcentage return privilege (usually 


is actor Ordinarily ¢ as are - 
is a factor. rdinarily dramas Are 110% of the allotment) is counter to 
at $3, up to which figure |.) oe : 
Shaand sein ai jthe new basic rule eliminating buys, 
55 | There is a 12 weeks’ buy on 
i“Ripples” which opened this week, 
sects: saieiiieiaite. Quiiaiien: aid George White is seeking a 20 weeks’ 
_ pin ce acy oP oea _|buy on “Flying High,’ due soon, 
government’s admission tax] 
i ters d iwith a 10% return privilege. An 
At $3.85 the government added 12 weeks to that buy would 
cents and the house 650 j° 7 ‘ a 
6 ipermit a 20% return during the lat- 
ter period. 
Shubert Deals 
The Shuberts have 


The 
the 


federal portion is 70% of the excess 
But at $4.40 the govern- 


arranged a 


house and the attraction . which |four weeks’ buy on “Topaze,” which 
shares, gets $1 of the excess. The |opens this week, and “The Infinite 
'government’s share at the high |Shoeblack” due next week. Simi- 
| price is 40%. lar buy goes for “Ritzy,” which 


among the Shubert dramas, is the | 


the list of American 
On tour is another 


only one on 
authorship. 


“Sinners” and Ethel Barrymore. 
Four week agency buys have al- 


jand “Shoeblack,” well regarded out 
of town. 





Colored Co. Rejects 





Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

When Robt. Levy closed the Laf- 
ayette Players, colored stock, he 
lowed the company two weeks’ sal- 
jary. The troupe took him to the 
|Labor Commission where he stated 
jthat he was broke and could do 
nothing for them. 
| Adolph Ramish, owner of the 
Lafayette, offered the troupe the 
‘theatre for a week to give them a 
chance to get a few dimes in the 
kick. The troupe turned down the 
offer, stating that they didn’t want 
charity. 





. . 
Halt Chi. Extortion 
Chicago, Feb, 11. 
Racketeers are still trying extor- 
tion from legit players, but meeting 
with small success since a Variety 
expose was picked up by the dailies. 
| Francine Larrimore in “Let Us Be 
Gay” was the latest intended vic- 
| tim and asked to part with $1,000 
‘or it would be just too bad. 
| Star and police set a trap for the 
|}messenger who was to get the 


|money, but he never showed. She 
| now has two plain clothesmen in 
|} attendance and there have been no 
| more notes, 





| Abbott Steps In 


* 


George Abbott will go into the 
|lead of “Those We Love,” opening at 
ithe John Golden next week. He 
replaces George Brent. Abbott is 
staging the show, which is being 
| presented by Philip Dunning. Fur- 
| thermore, Abbott is co-author of the 
snow. 





HALLIDAY OPPOSITE 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


John Halliday, siage, has been 
engaged by Warners for the lead | 
opposite Pauline Frederick in| 

Fame,” based on a short story, 


Misdeal.” 
Same studio will star Miss Fred- 
in a version of the stage play 


erick 





jpear to have figured that out. 


company of “Bird in Hand,” on of lactual box office price means little |@ buy 
lif the show 


ready been arranged for “Topaz” jremoval of admission tax from all 
| priced 


of the other managers ap- |Started Monday. 

So | Gilbert Miller, one of the leaders 
is concerned, the |in the proposed ticket reform, has 
in “Dishonored Lady” until 
1, but it is to extend until 


Few 
far as the public 


is a hit. | March 
It is planned to again seek the | March 29 unless the new plan be- 
jcomes operative before that time. 


tickets. Managerial repre- |“Rebound,” which also opened last 


‘sentation is expected to renew the | Week, has a buy until the end of 


itax exemption before the congres- 
isional Ways and Means Committee. | Similar lines. 


| days can’t be sick.” 


the month, but may extend along 








In the meantime the auxiliary 
committee representing managers, 
jauthors, Equity and the agencies 
lcontinues its almost daily sessions. 
|One idea proposed last week is un- 
ilikely to hold water. 

And with that Judge Keller! ne question of how tickets 
marked the case of Harden VS. /pought at box offices could be pre- 
Shubert Theatre Corp. “ready” and | vented from falling into the hands 
ordered the suit to be heard Feb.'o¢ gyns was considered (the plan 
21. i calls for approximately half the 

Harden is suing for $3,000 com- tickets for each house being placed 
pensation for a song entitled “The | on sale at the box office direct). It 
Cavalier” which was used in “The |was proposed that slips be given in- 
Red Robe” produced by the Shu-| .teaq of tickets, which could then 
berts last season. He is represent- |}, picked up 24 hours prior to a 
ed by O’Brien, Malevinsky & Dris- performance. It was pointed out, 
coll. however, that such a rule would 


, i 
, a pp eae hoe ryghor |make it harder for patrons to secure 
ort to postpone trial claime 1a rather than 


. . ;possession of tickets, 

J. J. Shubert whom Harden alleges |. cier, That same idea was talked 
contracted him for, the song, W@S|arout when the central ticket of- 
sick and in Florida. flee was proposed. The centralized 
‘ticket office plan was always con- 
‘sidered the best ticket control plan 
;yet brought forth, but it never ma- 


Shubert Must Be Well 


Anybody that’s in Florida these 








No Admission Theatre 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 





California has a theatre that has | erialized because the managers 


: : could not be entirely sold on’ the 
no business worries and charges no} 

, "" scheme. 
admission to its patrons, Since its 7 
organization, in 1927, it has staged Complain of Agencies 
32 one-act plays and four full} The license of the Adelphia 
length dramas, agency was rescinded by New York 

Theatre is owned by the Red|State last week upon complaint of 

River Lumber Co., at Westwood,!misrepresentation. One of the com- 
Cal, and houses the Westwood | plaints was from a patron who was 








Scarlet Pages,” now being scenar- 
zed by Walter Anthony. 
Testing 
Hollywood, Feb. i1. 
| Doria Balli Weaver, legit, tested | 


for the title part in Cecil DeMille’s 
Madame Satan.” 


Community Players. All bills of the 
venture were paid by the lumber 
company. Patrons were drawn from 
the men employed by the concern 
and their families, 


told tickets for a football game were 
on the 40-yard line, but called for 
the five-yard line. New York re- 
quires ticket agencies to be licensed, 
but cannot control prices. The law 
originally set a 50 cent premium 
° limit which was ruled illegal be- 

Clare Kummer’s Film Job joe it was price fixing. . 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. U. S. Attorney Tuttle stepped 
Clare Kumn.er, novelist and play- |into the ticket picture again, charg- 











wright, goes with Pathe to write|ing the Ticket Library agency con- 
“Lazy Lady.” | trotied by David A. Warfield with 
It is for Ina Claire. | failure to pay the government its 
ee aaseaccanatemnaat> | legal 50% share on excess pre- 
miums. The law requires that if 

SPECULATIVE AARONS la broker charges more than 75 


Alex Aarons starts for the Coast 


. . jcents over the box office price, one- 
this week, another legit production | 





| recruit attracted by picture making. | half of the total excess must be 
Trip is speculative, Aarons not be- | paid the gov ernment. 
a tei <~| The case in point was made by 
né tied to ape film wg ane despite |p Lane of 489 Park avenue, who 
= ye pe soined Paramount. ishowed a bill for two tickets for 
_<lggst firm of Aarons and Freedley |"Strietly” Dishonorable” at #22 
a Florida fishing trip ; a jeoen, babantany contencs the agency 
: did not pay the rightful share to 
“Tig: ithe tax collector. The federal at- 
Young Durkin at WB ltorney sent the complaint to A. G. 
Junior Durkin goes with Warners |McNulty, deputy secretary of New 
via Edgar Allen of the Davidow, York State in charge of the licenses, 
office. |The latter did not indicate if he 
Durkin won attention last season|would take action since the com- 
in “Courage.” His picture work /plaint is based on a matter of price 


tarts next month. ‘only. 
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Chi. Musicals Off; “St. Scene” Up 


To $16,000; Town Acclaims George M. 





Feb. 11. 
ana} 


Chicago, 
Legit outlook is no brighter 
irker. 

“Street Scene’ came 
its seventh week with $19,000 
showing a nice advance and may 
eet set right for the predicted run. 
Plans. to jerk the Brady» productior 


no Qa 


back to lifé] 
is| its unused rehearsal rule 





of the Rice play have been thrown 
away. 

“Gambling” as expected did ca- 
pacity its first Week at the Wrianger | 


and George M. Cohan 
the same business ‘the remaining 
two weeks’ of his ruvi here!’ ‘He and 
his play received rdve netie es 
‘Animal Crackers!’ 
war. honse » among |! the 
It is still; above $30,000 


music pike 
with no 


letup in,demand at the, box, office 
and the agencies. ' 
“Whoopee and, “Nina Rosa” were 


both off. The .Ziégfeld show Can't 
seem to get going as expected de- 
spite Eddie Cantor’s presence. 


“June Moon” Sellout 

Among the non-musicals other 
than “Street Scene,” “June Moon” 
was aided by two sellouts at reg- 
ular figures, and “Let Us Be Gay” 
commanded steady patronage. ‘The 
Golden, production is. good for at 
least six weeks at the Studebaker, 


and possibly longer, depending on 
booking dates for Boston and Phila- 
delphia. 

“Strange Interlude” was sold out 
in advance on the entire balcony, 


but the O'Neill. masterpiece was 
off on its main floor, slipping 
slightly, 

“June Moon” stays at the Sel- 


wyn until Feb. 22, when “Jenny” 
replaces with Jane Cowl. 

When “Gambling” leaves the Er- 
langer at the end of next week, 
another expected strong attraction 
comes on in the William Gillette 
revival of “Sherlock Holmes,” also 
booked for three weeks. This will 
be followed by a different twist in 
two weeks of Thurston, the ma- 
gician. 

Out here nobody. knows whether 
George M. Cohan tore up his pic- 
ture contract in earnest or as a 
press stunt for his show. 

Four opénings this week left only 
one house, the Playhouse, dark. The 
Shubert revival of ‘‘Mile. Modiste” 
with Fritzi Scheff at: the Majestic; 
Harry Lauder opened at the .Gar- 
rick for a week;,, “Your Uncle Duds 
ley” -relighted the Cort, after a fairly 
prosperous New York = run; a 
“Strictly Dishonorabte” company 
opened at the Adetphi. 

Goodman, the ArtInstitute’s lit- 
tle’ theatre, continued’ this - week 
with Paul Green's ‘The Field. God,” 
but has something else under re- 
hearsal and will use, Harry Mervis 
in the leading role. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Animal Crackers” (Grand, 8th 
week). Perfectly steady and per- 
fectly swell at $31,000, hav ing done 
the steadiest business of all 
throughout its runs Remains until 
March 1. 


“Bird in Hand” (Harris, 8th 
week). Drinkwater comedy is go- 
ing along at $10,000 with a few 
cutraters. 

“Gambling” (Erlanger, 2d week). 


Geo. M. Cohan and his troupe com- 

manded the city’s attention with 
practically a sellout for the entire 
week: around $24,000. Booked in 
only two more weeks. 

“June Moon” (Selywn, 8th week). 
Comedy came up a couple of G’ 
to $15,000. Just one more woul 
and then travel. 

“Let Us Be Gay” (Studebaker, 3d 

week). Held steady at $15,000 after 
a good start. Should have a mini- 
mum run of six weeks, and possibly 
longer if bookings do not clash. 
Miss Larrimore is proving she can 
draw at the Michigan boulevard 


spot. 
“Mile. Modiste” (Majestic, Ist 
week). Revival, with Fritzi billed, 


should prove something more than 
an experiment for the two weeks 
booked. 

“The Matriarch” (Princess, 4th 
week). This importation did around 
$10,000, but the business included 
much subscription scrip for which 


the Dramatic League of Chicago 
collected in advance. (May Dow- 
ling’s management of this enter- 
prise has been more than satis- 
factory for the sponsors). Doubtful 
whether the play will go to New 
York. This is its last week, and 
then to Philadelphia. “Dear Old 


England” succeeds. 

“Street Scene” (Apollo, 8th week). 
This natural proved itself again by 
bounding back to a good $76.000. 

“Nina Rosa” (Great Northern, ith 


week). Shubert musical is still off 
at around $23,000. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone. 
12th week) Dropped a couple of 


grand to $16,000, 
in advance to 


but is selling them 
March 1, with the 
upstairs sales a week ahead of the 
performances. Gail Sondergaard is 
liked as well in the cast as was 
Judith Anderson. 


“Strictly Dishonorable” (Adelphi 


Ist week). House relighted by this 
one, a2 second company, and Pem- 
berton and Woods expect business 


] 
will do about | 








| ‘Equity: Amends Ruling: 


On Unused Rehearsals 


Eqhity® has’ voluntarily 


amended 
which had | 
years an 
should be 


been operative for 10 
which in the new 
welcomed by 
fore unused 
be used 
original 


form 
producers. 
had to 
the 


+ 
ou 


time 
weeks of 
(usually 


rehearsal 
within six 
opening date 
of town). 
In its 
use, up 
at. any 
Sizould, a 


new form 
unexpired 
time, during 
new show, ¢o to Chicago | 
for ia-run prior to Broadway and 
it had used but three of ‘the four 
weeks free rehearsal period origin- 
ally, the ‘Show could jump to New 
York at, any time, ahd open dur- 
ing..,the, following week without | 
claims.,of salary against the man- 
agement. The thing 
to musical shows for which ther 
earsal period. 
advantage for taking up 
time is the 


managers may 
rehearsal days 
the, season. 


same 
is a five week free rel 
Another 


rehearsal selection of 


an opening night which does not 
oppose another premiere. For in 
stance if a drama which rehearsed 
three and one half weeks, booked 


a Broadway house it could open 
as late as Thursday without sala- 
ries being payable for the first three | 
days, 


*Suss”’ Goes to Road 


” 


“Josef Suss” will take to the road 
from Erlanger’s after another week. 

The period drama which is running 
in London as “Jew Suss,” is be- 


lieved to have been affected by the 
Yiddish presentation which opened 
here earlier and is still current, 


using the original title. 

“Suss” is a $50,000 production. 
Most of the cast was imported from 
London, including Maurice Mosco- 
vitch, who is starred. Business the 
first week was strong, but attend- 
ance steadily declined. The show is 
in its fourth week. The tour ar- 
ranged starts in: Phila., with Pitts- 
burgh breaking the jump to Chi- 
cago, where a'‘run is anticipated. 


Union Principle 


New Orleans, Feb. 11. 

Local f. A. T. S. E. lost an oppor- 
tunity to clinch the new municipal 
auditorium for its members by an 
insistence the auditorium recognize 
the union and operate as a closed 
shop. 

Auditorium committee explained 
it was not legal for a public body 
to recognize any union solely, but 
it was willing to place stage hands 
to work at the usual scale, but the 
union was adamant and therefore 
lost an opportunity to procure em- 
ployment for quite a few of its ros- 
ter. 





AGENTS ON THE LOOSE 
Washington, Feb. 11. 

Advance men are now almost go- 
ing on their own. Leon Friedman, 
ahead of Ziegfeld’s “Show Boat,” 
blew in here last week raring to go, 
only to find that the booking for the 
National had been moved back to 
Feb. 24. 

Friedman hied himself to the sta- 
tion and back to Pittaburgh. 


“JOURNEY” INTO -CANADA 

“Journey's End” ends its engage- 
ment at the Lyric, Philadelphia. 
after having been in eight weeks, 
and will move into Canadian terri- 
tory, opening in Montreal next 
week, and spotted for eight weeks 


in Canada preparatory to returning 
to the States to play Boston and 
Chicago. 

Andrews Sells “Yankee” 


Andrews has sold his in- 

“The Connecticut Yankee” 
which is touring Texas. The show 
is due to continue, with Arthur 
Harrison in control. Harrison is a 
Detroiter, not heretofore having 
been knows nin show circles here. 


Lyle D. 
terest in 





(Illinois, 4th week). 
Ziegfeld musical dropped another 
couple thou to $33,000, which is 
about $8,000 under capacity. 


“Your Uncle Dudley” 


“Whoopee” 


week). On from New York to re- 
light a spot which can show com- 
fortable profit with an inexpensive 


grosses $5,006 or so. 


Special Attractions 


cast if it 





Garrick (Shubert)—Harry Lauder 
for one week 

Goodman—Harry Mervis and | 
others in “The Field God.” 


Hereto- | 


applies | 


(Cort, 1st! 


Spice as Life Saver for 
Stocks as Last Resort 


Stocks are going in for the 
|naughty bills and boudpir farces to 
| offset talker opposition in the few 
towns left for stock, 





Producers, figure the spice stuff 
such as. is unable to pass censor- 
| ship their only salvation ta cling} 
yn, Consequently brokers have been 
}deluged for requests for release 
dates on all naughties from “The 


“Jimmie’s Women,” 
New arrangement has made “Up 


|} Easiest Way” to 


iIn Mabel’s toom” and ‘Ladies’ 
| Night In a Turkish Bath” demand 
'releases over others de asmite their 
| not having seen Broadway in 15 
years. 





| Author-Producer Battle 
| Halts Provincetowners 
) 


“Tread the Green Grass,” 
uled to inaugurate William 


sched- 


Blake's 


tenancy of the Provincetown Play- | 


| house, halted in rehearsal last 
as result of differences 


| Blake and Paul Green, author 

| Green, who authored the Pulitzer | 
prize winner, “In Abraham's Bosom,” 
is reported dissatisfied with the pro- 
duction Blake was giving his new 


tive in demanding a better cast and 
| production or else. Thx says 
he stipulated in contract with Blake 
that both cast and production would 
have to meet with his approval or 
he would withdraw the play. The! 
| matter may be taken to the Drama-— 
tists’ Guild fer. arbitration 
the principals get together. 
Blake has countered to Green’s 
peeve by claiming that he had or- 
dered several changes in script that 


| 
| : : 
tiv and exercised author’s preroga- 


autnol 


unless 


ed the breach. 

Blake is reported being financed 
in the Provincetown Playhouse ven- 
ture by Otto Kahn. Blake has} 
renamed it the Macdougal. Prov- 
incetowners passed up: house this 
season to shift to the Garrick, up- 
town, and after encountering dis— 
aster on its first two productions 
threw up the sponge and dissolved. 


CAST: CHANGES 


Jeane Wood and Willis, Marks into 
“It Pays to Advertise” at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, replacing . Myra 
Hubert and Barlowe Borland, 
went. into “Ladies of the Jury” at 
El Capitan, Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Maude Fealy temporarily out of 
the Civic Repertory group, Los An- 
geles, with laryngitis. Second to get 
it in the “And So to Bed” produe- 
tion. Elise Bartlett had it, but is 
back in the cast, 

Buck and Bubbles, 
Luck.” 

Reginald Sharland, Eily Maylon 
and John Lodar to “East of Suez” 
at the Belasco, Los Angetes. 

For the present Gertrude McDon- 
ald will take care of the part in 
“50,000,000 Frenchmen,” formerly 
played by Betty Compton. Miss Mc- 
Donald had been understudying 
Miss: Compton, who quit with the 
announcement that she was ill and 
would take a rest. The latter is 
still in N. Y. and plans to go to 
Miami, Fla., for a stay. 

Virginia Venable “It’s a 
Life.” 





“Change Your 


Grand 





“SPORTING BLOOD” DELAY 

“Sporting Blood,” produced = by 
George M. Cohan, has been with- 
drawn for revision after two weeks 
out. Piece was to have steered jin- 
to New York next week. but Cohan 
ordered the fixing instead. 

The show may not go out again 
until late Spring through ‘Cohan 
being occupied with “Gambling” on 
tour and headed for the Coast 
where he will write and direct Al 
Jolson’s next screen assignment. 





COAST REVUE’S CAST 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
After four weeks of rehearsal, 
Roger Gray will try out his new 


musical revue, “Gone Hollywood,” 
at Santa Barbara latter part of this 
month, and then open the show at 
the Biltmore, L. A., for a run. 

Principals include Pert Kelton, 
Mr. Gray and the Aber Twins, Glenn 
Dale, Charles McNaughton, Eddie 
Morris, Charles Cross, Carter Sex- 
ton and Mary Frances Taylor. 

















Cantor Rests Pen 
Chicago, Fel. 11. 
Cantor's newspaper com- 


ments will be discontinued Feb. 15, | 


| 
| 
| Eddie 
| 
} 


|} but resumed June 1, 

Wheeler syndicate, Cantor's dis- 
tributor, made the move, figuring 
Cantor will have more general pres- 
tige in June, when the film versior 
jof “Whoopee” will be released. 


; | dropped 


between 


caused the burn up and precipitat- 


who; 





‘Internat’l Revue” in Mild Start, 
Builds to $25,000 Philly Week 








Philadelphia, Feb, 11. 


| about $9,000, 


which.was still oka 


‘Business eased off. slightly in| “Rope's End” met divided noticus 
Philly legit, houses, perhaps on ac-/| opening at the Walnut. “Journey s 
count of a couple of bad weather ! End,” in 7th week at the Lvric. wu is 
| breaks. However, there were de- way off. : 
| one exceptions to this rule which | Of the four musicals. “Inter; 
kept the general average high and/ tional Revue,” due to its hie . 
| prolonged the box office spurt] scale, led the field, but this big “eva 
| noticeable since the holidays. }and ear” show was a long way 
Smash of the week was’ William| from capacity at the Shubert ana 
| Gillette’s “Sherlock Holmes,” which |took it on the chin plenty. “Lo; e 


previous, started so 
Broad. Second week 


had, the week 
imildly at the 


} was virtual capacity with around | 
$21,000, and show easily led the! 
|dramatiec offerings. | 
The ather non-musicals were 
| closely bunched with none of them | 
outstanding. “The Infinite Shoe- 
| black,” sponsored by the ' Profes- 
sional Players at ‘the Adelphi, 


from around $12,000 to 





W eek | 


All New Settings for 


| George White 
Joseph Urban 
jnew ‘scenic production for 
High” and the contract 
ldelivery of the sets at the 
i\Feb. 24, when the 
open on Broadway. 

Heretofore White’s shows have 
been dolled‘ up with settings of for- 
leign design. Urban was “discov- 
ered” by Ziegfeld and designed' a 
‘number of the latter’s productions. 
|[t. will be the first job of the kind 
‘from White. 

The new settings is the reason 
for White setting back his Broad- 
way debut a week. When “Flying 
'High” opened in Boston it was 
rated having a great chance, but it 
|was argued not enough aitention 
jhad been given to the séttings. Ur- 
jban was accordingly recruited and 
the show booked ‘out of town an ad- 
ditional week. 


ioned 
entirely 
“Flying 
eallsS for 
Apollo 
due to 


nas commis: 


to design an 


show is 


Cannon Stock Quits 


Zanesville, O.,. Feb, 11. 

The dramatic stock company ,at 
the Weller theatre here folded Sat- 
urday after’ five tough weeks, This 
His the second flop this season for the 
producer, Bob. Cannon, who gave up 
the ghost in Canton.hefore eoming 
here. after .six weeks:.of. poor. biz. 
For. the last week at Canton he 
brought in Leeta’' Corder from New 
York to do “Irene,” and they had a 
fair week, but not enough to catch 
up with the nut, 

The deal here was bankrolled ‘by 
a Canton banker and lawyer who 
went for the six weeks at Canton. 
There was union trouble when the 
troupe came in here early in Jan- 
uary, and they had to get non- 
union stage hands and permission 
from Equity to open with the non- 
union crew. 


Author-Producer Row 
“It Takes a Thief,” 
Frank Finnerity, 








produced by 
has quit for re- 





pairs after a two weeks’ tryout 
tour. 

Finnerty has crossed swords with 
Frank Bell, author, claiming the 
jlatter refused to make certain re- 
, Visions of script. which prompted 
jtemporary scrapping instead of 


) Steering into the Bayes, New York, 
next week as per schedule. 

| Controversy between author and 
producer will go to the Dramatists’ 
,Guild for arbitration next, week. 





OPTIMISM IN STOCKS 


There have been several instances 
in the east where ‘stocks have gone 
out deploring terrible conditions, and 
other stock men have rushed right 
in. 

An example was in 
The promoter there gave 


Lyric after he lost $7,000. Before he 





was on the way out another stock 
impresario announces a new com- 
pany for the same house. 
“Romance” for B’way 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
| H. H. Van Loan’s comedy of 


|talker production, 
has been 


“Romance, Inc.,” 
bought by Charles Doyle 
and the producers of “Sons o’ Guns” 
for New York production. 
| George Ebey tried it out 
fully in Oakland last May. 


success- 


Allentown. 
up the 


White’s “Flying High” 


and ragged 
resuited in 
hurt b. o. 
About 


opening performances 
jukewarm notices and 
trade during the wee! 
Wednesday the show heg 


to show its true colors and word 
began to spread around. End of 
the week found some real attend- 
ance, but it was too late. Mav have 
hit $25,000, but that. meant ple 
Ofsloss for a. show that. needs > 
hit around $35,000 or mere to even 
|}have a look-in for profit. 

“The Fortune Teller,’ fourth of 
the series of Victor Herbert reviv 
at Keith's, looked the weakest 
the lot with not more than $14,000 
on the week. Eleanor Painter w 
{high praise, but the rest of 
show was generally panned. 

“The New Moon” had its poor: 
week with not more than $22,000 


} reported 








| Widow,” all 


at the Forrest. 
point to a gain for this, 
and final week. 

“Hot Chocolates”. did 
well: at the Garrick in the first of 
three weeks. Between. $16,000 and 
$17,000. The ninth legit house. the 
Chestnut, had a film, “Hunting 
Tigers in India,” and ‘claimed good 
trade. 

This week finds, two openings, one 
a newcomer and the other a return 


Indications 
its eicht! i 


moderately 


engagement. The first is “Scan- 
dals,” in at the Shubert for two 


weeks, and the other is 
returning to the Broad. 
fortnight. 

Many Newcomers 


“Dracula,” 
also for a 


Next week will be. very. heavy. 
The Adelphi gets “The Matri- 


arch” ds the fifth of ‘its subscrip- 
tion offerings; the Lyric’ has “A 
Roman Gentleman” with Hal Ske lly, 
opening Tuesday night: the Che ‘ste 
nut has Fritz Leibér in Shakes- 
pearian repertoire: the ‘Forrest has 
“Blossom Time,” umpty-umpth re- 
turn, and Keith’s has “The Merry 
are in for two weeks 


lexcept “The Matriarch” whieh has 
four. 
The 24th will also’ be' heavy, with 





| 


“Strange Interlude” at the Garrick, 
ee r) ine ; 

Powe (re-named herefrom 
“Josef Suzz’’) 


at the .Broad, and 
“Brothers” with Bert Liytell at the 
Walnut. On Tuesday, the 25th, “A 
Wonderful Night” comes into the 


Shubert. “Interlude” is 
least @ight weeks. 
Easter. | 

The week of M: irgh 3. brings 
Ethel Barrymore in “The Kingdom 
of God” to the Lyric: “The Choco- 
late Soldier” to Keith’s and prob- 
ably a couple of others. On March 
10, the Stratford-on-Avon company 
comes to the Broad: “Siberia” with 
Richard Bennett to the Adelphi 


in ‘for at 
taking it up to 


and “The Little Show” to the 
Shubert. 

Philly will probably get the big- 
gest dose of Shakespeare in its 


history between Monday, February 
17 and Saturday, March 22. Between 
the Leiber and Stratford autfits, 
there will be fifteen different plays 
by the bard offered, the former 

ganization having. a 
ten and the latter 
conflicts 


Estimates 


or- 
repertoire of 
nine, with four 


for last week 

“Dracula” (Broad, first week) ree 
turn engagement for this thriller. 
“Sherlock Holmes” reported $21,000 
or better in final week. 

“Scandals” (Shubert, first week) 
White revue in for two weeks. “In- 
ternational Revue” single week here 
led the town with $25,000, way un- 
der capacity and meant a loss with 
this expensive -.show. 

“The New Moon,” (Forrest, &th 
week} final week now for this oper- 


etta. Off to $22,000 last week, 
worst of engagements. “Blossom 
Time,” Monday. 

“Rope’s End” (Walnut, second 


week) notices sharply divided. Gross 
about $7,500 which was better than 
many expected and probably at 
least an even break. 

“Hunting Tigers in India” (Chest- 
nut, second week) film did as well 
as most of its kind here. Fritz Lei- 
ber in Monday with Shakespeare. 

“The Fortune Teller” (Keith s, 
second week) poorest of Victor Her- 
bert revivals and gross not much 
over $14,000. ‘“Merry Widow” next 
Monday, 

“Hot Chocolates” (Garrick, sec- 
ond week) negro revue got between 


$16.000 and $17,000, which was 
| profitable. 
“Journey’s End” = (Lyri sth 


Week) fine war play that started so 


a ay ty ee tty istrengly here could not hold up and 
Coast Revue’s Switch should have left after five o sis 
Los Angeles, Feb _ | weeks. Scant $6,000 last Wee! 
Jack Russell's. musical revue, |“ Roman Gentleman” next Tuesday. 
soleil 8 er al y.| “Infinite Shoeblack” (Adelphi. 4th 
“Les lolies Rouge to open at the : 
Mason Fel 1h b swi hea |” eek) dropped to around 3% 00 
Maso 2». Jo, has hee switche: ] 
to tl Wind ; mie i . - aoe * | last week, but that still spelled 
Posen a eee Sree |profit. “The Matriarch” next Mon- 


Opening date is now Feb. 29 


day. 
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Shows in N. Y. and Comment 





mediocrity or loss. 


play is aiso considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being I 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatie 


Variance 


C (comedy) 3 











Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum ((15th 
week) (C-957-$4.40). 
generally holding up very well, 
with last week’s grosses ahead in 
some instances; Berkeley” first 
figured a limited draw still com- 
mands excellent business at $19,- | 
000. 

“Bird in Hand,” Forrest (46th week) 
(CD-1,015-$3.85). Appears r be do- 
ing bettér in this house than ai 
others which had it; $10,000 to 
$11,000, which is plenty. 

“Bitter Sweet,” Ziegfeld (15th week) 
(M-1,622-$6.60). Perked up last 
week with Saturday trade virtual 
eapacity; takings $35,000 or bet- 


ter; moves to Shubert next Mon- 
day; “Simple Simon” comes in| 
here. 

“Sroken Dishes,” Masque (15th 
week) (C-700-$3). With small 
cost cast and one set this mod- 
erate money comedy is making 
good money; $9,000 the average of 
late. 

“City Haul,’ Hudson (7th week) 
CD-1,094-$3). Final week, al-|} 
though another berth may be 
booked; business light from start, 


but improved somewhat; “Nancy's 


Private Affair’ moves over from 
Hudson Monday. 

“Children of Darkness,’ Biltmore 
(6th week) (D-1,000-$3.85). Got 
as high as $11,000 mark, which 
was approximated last week; 
should lact for a time. : 

“Death Takes a Holiday,’ Barry- 


more (8th week) D-1,090-$3). 
Out of the ordinary in plot idea; 
feminine draw especially; busi- 
ness built to $16,000 weekly pace. 

“Dishonored Lady,’ Empire (2nd 
week) (D-1,099-$4.40). Started 
off big; first week with seven per- 
formances, business virtually ca- 
pacity; bettered $20,500. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(12th week) (M - 1,400 -$ 6.60). 
Claimed to be better than ever in 
point of ticket demand; outstand- 
ing musical has been averaging 
$45,000 weekly. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (8th 
week) (CD-879-$3.85). On a nine 
performance basis St. John irvine 
comedy is cleaning up; gross ex- 
ceeds $16,000. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (14th week) 
(M-1,398-$5.50). Among the most 
likable of musicals and con- 
sistently drawing profitable busi- 
ness at well over $30,000 mark. 

“It Never Rains,” Bijou (13th week) 
(C-605-$3). Gets about $3,000 
weekly, but with cast getting 
small salaries, show is bettering 
even break; moves to Bayes (roof) 
next week. 

“it’s a Grand Life,” Cort (1st week) 
(C-1,042-$3) Presented by A. L. 
Erlanger and George Tyler; writ- 
ten by Hatcher Hughes and Alan 


Williams; ve ag Fiske starred; 
opened Monda 
“Journey’s End,” Miller’s (48th 


week) (D-946-$4.40). Holding to 
the $11,000 level weekly which was 
the approximate figure last week; 
previous week $1,000 more. 

“Joseph,” Liberty (1st week) (D- 
1,202-$3). Presented by John 
Golden; written by Bertram Block; 
well thought of on try-out; opens 
tonight (Feb. 12). 

George Jessel starred; chances 

“Josef Suss,” Erlanger (4th week) 
(D-1,520-$3). Leaves for the road 
after another week; last week 
paced about $12,500, which was 
hardly profitable for production of 
the kind; all-colored cast drama 
to follow. 

“June Moon,” Broadhurst (19th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). One of 
Broadway’s favorite laugh plays; 
holds to great business, takings 
between $19,000 and $20,000. 
any a Slip,” Little (2nd week) 
(C-530-$3.85), Figured to have a 
good chance; new comedy paced 


around $8,000 first week; that 
money fairly good in small size 
house, 

“Mendel, Inc,” Ritz (12th week) 


(C-945-$3.85). Parties scheduled 
for dialect comedy well into April; 
show getting $10,000 and the way 
it is hooked up, making coin. 

“Meteor,” Guild (8th week) (CD- 
914- $3). Will extend through 
April according to present plans; 
business continued good with the 
subscription period over; $16,000. 
Nancy’s Private Affair,” Vanderbilt 
(oth week) (C-771-$3). Improved 
further with the gross approach*® 


ing $9,000 last week; moves to 
Hudson Monday, “The Plutocrat” 
coming in here 

“Nine Fifteen Revue,” Cohan (ist 


week) (R-1,170-$5.50). 
by Ruth Selwyn; house 
showing films for some 
ported much improve 
town. 

“Out of a Blue Sky,” Booth (2 
week) (CD-708-$3) 


set back until Sa 


has been 
time; re- 
d out of 
nd 
Premiere was 
turday night; 


last 


} 


Broadway 





| 
| 
| 





Presented | 


| 


“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; | ¥ 
|extra matinee added for little thea- | 
tre hit. 

“Everything’s Jake,” Assembly: 
doing o.k. 

“The alate Soldier,” Jolson's; 


- 
fair notices 
opinion. 

“Phantoms,” Wallack’s 
(CD-770-$3). 
on cut rates; 
proceeds, which are small. 
“Rebound,” Piymouth (2nd 
(C-1,042-$3.85).. Another of last 
week’s premieres that started like 
a hit; critics seem to hold back, 
but business of $22.000 
success. 


but generally mixed 
(5th 


players sharing 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“The Apple Cart” (Theatre 
Guild), Beck. 

“Juno andthe 
(Irish Players), Irish. 

“A Month in the Country” 
(Theatre Guild), Guild. 

“Change Your Luck” (Fred 
Fisher), Imperial Hall. 

““What a Question” (Murray 
Phillips), Bryant Hall, 


Paycock” 





week) | 
Appears dependent | 
on | 


ween) 


indicates | 


| 
| 
| 


“Recapture,” Eltinge (3rd week) 
(CD-892-$3.85). Closes Tuesday 
next (Feb. 18) which then com- 
pletes three weeks; house dark | 
until “The Fatal Woman,” due 
two weeks later } 
“Ritzy,”’ Longacre (1st week) (C- | 
1,019-$3). Presented by L. Law- | 
rence Weher; written by Viva 
Tattersall and Sidney Toler; 
opened Monday. 

“Ripples,” New Amsterdam (ist 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Presented 


by Charles Dillingham; Fred Stone 
starred; out of town regarded as a 
cinch; opened Tuesday. 

“Sons-o’-Guns,”’ Imperial (12th 
week) (M-1,466-$6.60). New mu- 
sicals may contest money honors 
with this one, but has topped the 


field since opening; $48,000, with 
standing room right along. 


“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (33d week) 
(R-1,325-$6.60). A run musical 
that is making excellent money, 
with recent attendance even bet- 
ter than before; over $29,000. 

“Street Scene,” Ambassador (58th 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Has not 
fallen under $12,000 and should 
last well into spring; dramatic 
smash held over from last season. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (22d 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Nothing will 
stop this one; $22,000 weekly is 
all it can crowd in; another com- 
pany opened in Chicago. 

“Strike Up the Band,” Times Square 
(5th week) (M-1, 057- $6.60). Went 
into capacity stride at the start 
and maintains that pace; with 
standees, $36,500 and more. 

“Subway Express,” Republic (22d 
week) (D-901-$3). Longest sticker 
among season’s mystery plays; 
business holds to profitable mar- 
gin; about $9,000. 

“Sweet Adeline,” Hammerstein’s 
(24th week) (M-1,265-$6.60). Has 
not held to big money expected; 


some salary cutting reported; 
about $28,000, which should be 
okay. 


“The Boundary Line,” 48th St. (24a 


week) (CD - 964 - $3). Opened 
Wednesday of last week, with 
mixed opinions resulting; fair 


business afterwards; 
on chances this week. 

“The Criminal Code,” National (20th 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Was slated 
to tour, but expected to remain 
at least another month; business 
quoted at $10,500, which is about 
the average weekly pace. 

“The Last Mile,’ Harris (ist week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Presented by Her- 
man Shumlin; written by John 
Wexley; prison play with all- 
male cast; opens Thursday (Feb. 


better line 


13). 
“The Street Singer,” Shubert (21st 


week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Moves to 
Royale Monday; business about 
$18,000, just fair; “Bitter Sweet” 


moves in from Ziegfeld. 

“Top Speed,” Chanin’s 46th St. (8th 
week) (M-1,413-$5.50). No plans 
for another attraction, but this 
one likely to leave within a 
month; estimated around $20,000 
or a bit over. 

“Topaz,” Music Box (1st week) (D- 
1,000-$3). Presented by Lee Shu- 
bert; adapted by Ben W. Levy 
from the French of Marcel Pagnol; 
opens tonight (Feb. 12). 

“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn (7th 
week) (R - 1,067 - $6.60). English 
revue going along to rather good 
money, with agency buys a fac- 
tor; around the $29,000 mark. 

“Waterloo Bridge,” Fulton (6th 
week) (C - 913 - $3.85). Consider- 
able agency buy a factor here; 
business rated $11,000 or slightly 
over; not exceptional. 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (28th week) 
(C - 1,050 - $3.85). Holds remark- 
able pace, with the average week- 
ly gross well over $22,000: first 
comedy hit this season and still 
at the top. 

“Wonderful Night,” Majestic (16th 
week) (O-1,776-$5.50). Final week; 
goes on tour; around $19,000 of 


late; “The International Revue” 
next week. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (12th 
week) (CD -893-$3). Well up 


among the comedy winners and a 
run looks sure; 
18,000 weekly. 





“Miss Gulliver’s Travels”. 
(George Ford), Masque. 
“Green Pastures” (Laurence 


Rivers), Vanderbilt, 

“Young Sinners,” No. 2 (Shu- 
berts), Morosco. 

“The Fatal Woman” (A. H. 
Woods), Eltinge. 

“Birds of Prey” (Clark & 
Hickey), Mecca Temple 

“Dead or Alive” (Theatre 


Guild Studio), Guild. 





New Hits Pep Up Bway: “Bebound” 
At $22,000; Empre Does $20,500 





BOSTON HAS BIG WEEK; 


5 SHOWS DO $103,000 














KOLB AND DILL'S 


COAST RETURN 
AT $3,500 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
First two nights of the week were 
bit off. One of those special bar- 
gain.days at the stores in town so 
that the women sort of shunned the 


palaces after tiring days. Trade 
straightened itself later in the week 
and remained healthy. 

“Bambina,”’ new musical, opened 
at the Mayan and did not seem to 
cut any dent into the traffic at the 
Majestic with “New Moon.” The 
latter picked up over its second 
week and seemed to be the leader 
of the town at $14,500. “Bambina” 
with a cast classified as amateur- 
ish got off to little better than $7,000 
with the overhead around $10,000 
for the first of a three-week run. 

“Journey’s End” has been under- 
quoted by Variety, with $17,000 its 
prevailing pace last week and be- 
fore. 

Kolb and Dill appear to have lost 
their hold here as they started off 
in “Give and Take” with around 
$3,500, unusually poor showing for 
this team who always have been 
called the “Weber and Fields” of 
the coast. 

Of the four legit houses open, 
Hollywood, El Capitan with a new 
attraction, “Ladies of the Jury,” 
was the leader, at $6,000. Hollywood 
Playhouse, the other Duffy em- 
porium, hit $5,200 for the fourth and 
next to final week of “It Pays to Ad- 
vertise.” “Salt Water,” with Frank 
Cravan, opens here Fep. 16. 

“And So to Bed,” at the —— 
wood Music Box, and “Sun Up,” 
the Vine Sireet, are okay, and na 
ings to the folks who supply electric 
light. Latter attraction improved 
on first week a bit 

“Bambina” started off very poorly 
at Mayan. Franklin Warner op- 
erating house had to lend producers 
enough to meet payroll and also to 
guarantee bond for stage hands and 
musicians. 

An effort is being made to get 
Leon Errol to step into the show 
which Tom Miranda is now re- 
writing. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Belasco — “Journey’s End” (3d 
week). Started getting repeats. De- 
mand for nights practical capacity. 
Around $17,000 last week and week 
before. 

El Capitan—“Ladies of the Jury” 
(ist week). Perfectly oke here. 
Looks as though it will last from 
four to six weeks. $6,000, good. 


Hollywood Playhouse—‘It Pays to 
Advertise” (4th week). One of the 
plays of yesteryear, good any day. 
Big at $5,200, 

Majestic—“New Moon” (3d week). 
Spurted above week before to $14,- 
500. 


Mayan—“Bambina” (1st week). 
No panic and never chance of be- 
ing one. For push off week $7,000, 
with producer figuring it will be a 
Chicago natural. 

Music Box (Civic Repertory)— 
“And So to Bed” (2d week). With 


season reservations and subscribers 
clientele exhausted none too hot, 
with the share holding actors wor- 
rying how to stretch a take of $2,800. 


week). Theatre parties helped this 





one last week, at $3,700 shows. 


has been getting | 





Special Attractions—Little Theatres | 


final week: revive! 
“General John Regan,” Irish; 


re- | 


trix-a) 


11; midnight performances tried. 

| Hoboken; revival, 
“At the Bottom,” Waldorf; 

vival, attracting attention 
Civic Repertory, 14th Si 
Ruth Draper, Comedy. 


re- 


y + 
reet. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
j 





Boston, Feb. 11. 

Legitimately this town licked 
with another big week's business. 
Chicago Civic Opera did the biggest 
single week it has ever known here 

“Simple Simon” at the Colonial} 
crowded them in for capacity 
week, the second, with a gross of 
|better than $35,000 Just around 
ij} the corner, at the Wilbur, the top 
| business for that house this season } 
i}was being recorded Ruth Selwyn 
ended her two weeks with “9:15 
Revue” at $21,000. 

Down at the Majestic “Babes in 
Toyland,” in its first week, got $14,- | 
000, not bad at all, and “Little Ac- | 
| cident,’ at the Plymouth for its} 
jsecond week, held up to the same | 

strength it showed on its opening 
$18.000. This show seems to be 
igoing over as big here as in New 
| York and Philly 

At the Hollis Dracula,” second 
week of its Boston revival, did $15 
000, an exceedingly good figure for 
the show. House is dark this week 


ie 


with no further announcement, 
Estimates for Last Week 


“Simple Simon”—Colonial. This 
‘is third and last week in Boston. 
Held over after two weeks of full 
houses; $35,000. 

“Dracula”’— Hollis. Last week 
ended two-week engagement. House 
dark this week: $15,000. 

“Babes in Toyland’— Majestic. 
Second week of this show; $14,000. 

“Flying High”’—Shubert. In sec- 


ond week, 

“Little Accident”—Last week was 
third week in Boston. Continuing 
this week; $18,000. 

“The Little Show’—Wilbur. Ruth 
Selwyn moved her “Nine Fifteen 
Revue” to New York after $21,000 
week, 





Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

Cloak of darkness that has 
shrouded practically all road show 
houses here was partially lifted last 
week when “Oh, Susanna” came into 
the Curran and clicked. 

Piece showed a healthy build from 
Tuesday on and did $15,000. Show 
has heavy nut and this figure prob- 
ably not much profit. 

Henry Duffy’s “Your Uncle Dud- 
ley” at Alcazar holding up well at 
$6,000, but his President with “Her 
Friend the King” disappointing. 
Gross barely $5,000 in first week. 

Sid Goldtree has reopened his 
Green Street theatre with new Aus- 


‘trian farce, “The Peephole,” and 
drew $2,800 opening week. Good 
for this small house, 

Geary, . Columbia, Capitol _ still 
dark. 





Pittsburgh Figures 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 

Legit trade way up last week, 
showing class attractions can get 
dough. Even fourth week of taxi 
strike had little effect. 

“Papa Juan” meant real coin for 
Nixon at over $19,500. Otis Skin- 
ner always b. o. here but showed 
it more than ever this time. House 
has Wintz’s “Vagabond King” cur- 
rent. 

Fritz Leiber brought his Chicago 
Civic Shakespeare Society into Al- 
vin and, with cut rates for students, 
cleaned up at $18,000. Orchestra 
trade slightly off but balcony and 
gallery packed. 





NICOLAI WITH HOPKINS 


George H. Nicolai is now acting 
as general manager for Arthur Hop- 
kins, taking the place of the late 
Eddie Lyons, who died of pneu- 
monia. 

Nicolai has been active in road 
attractions, but the decline in that 
field led him to accept the mana- 
gerial berth. He still operates the 
Majestic, Breoklyn. 


NEGRO ART VENTURE 


Hemsley Winfield, Inez Clough 
and a number of other intellectuals 





President—"“Give and Take” (1st |of the Harlem black belt have or- 
week). Looks as though Mr. Duffy ganized the new Negro Art The- 
will have to get never plays than atre, and have acquired a place on 
vintage in this house lately if he jiz¢th st. to put on a series of pri- | 
wants to make some money.’ $3,400. wate Guntay auenias sevtemaneeh 

Wilkes-Vine St.—"“Sun Up” (2d ne a ne ee 


the 


Winfield 
tions. 


is directing produc- 


“Gone Hollywood” Musical 





“The Blue port the Gray,” Rialto 


closed Saturday. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Roger Gray and Jack Pierce 
have leased the Biltmore fe t 
eeKs tarting F< b <4 
They will od ‘ 
NY n b j 


Business along Broadway 
‘apuenets holding to very good 
xross levels, and the debut of new 
successes has peped up the list, as 
was anticipated 


during 
is 


Last week two new top-money 
‘ontenders entered the non-musical 
field, and the impending major mu- 
sicals are exceptionally well regard- 
é€d in the out-of-town tryout points. 

Rebound,” which opened the 


Plymouth, grossed $22,000 its initial] 


week. “Dishonored Lady,” at the 
Empire, drew $20,500 in the first 
seven performances; “Many a Slip” 
looked the best of the other pre- 
mieres, getting fair money at the 
| Little; “The Buundary Line” is 
somewhat in doubt at the 48th 
Street, which goes, too, for “Out of 
a Blue Sky,” at the Booth. 
Non- Musicals 
“Strictly Dishonorable” and 
“Wise” have been leading the 
straight show list at $22,000 and 
better, neither figured to be af- 
fe ted bv the new successes “Tune 
Moon again close to $20,000 n rk 
‘Berkeley Square” holds to $19,000; 
‘Young Sinners,” $18,000; “First 
| Mrs. Fraser” and “Meteor,” $16,000; 
|“Death Takes a Holiday” rated al- 
;}most as much; “Street Scene” over 
$12,000; “Waterloo Bridge” and 
| ‘Josef Suss” about the same; “Jour- 
iney’s End,” $11,000; same for “Chil- 











| 
| 


| Agreeme 


dren of Darkness”; “Criminal Code” 
and “Bird in Hand” around $10,000; 


“Nancy's Private Affair” nearly 
$9,000; same for “Broken Dishes”; 
others less, with shows like “It 


Never Rains” 
hanging on. 

“Sons o’ Guns” has led the musi- 
cals since opening at $48,000, but 
new top money contenders are in 
sight; “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
strongest musical in the agencies, 
$45,000; “Strike Up the Band” over 
$36,000; "Bitter Sweet” stands up 
well, around $35,000; “Heads Up” 
well over $30,000; “Wake Up and 
Dream” and “Sketch Book” $29,000; 
“Sweet Adeline” a bit less; “Top 
Speed,” never in the running, ‘a bit 
over $20,000; “Street Singer,” $18,- 
000. 


around $3,000, but 


Coming and Going 

Incoming and leaving: “The In- 
ternational Revue’ comes to the 
Majestic, “Wonderful Night” tour- 
ing; “Simple Simon” arrives at the 
Ziegfeld, “Bitter Sweet” moving to 
the Shubert, with “Street Singer’ 
moving from the latter to the 
Royale; “Those We Love” comes to 
the Golden; “The Plutocrat,” Van- 
derbilt, “Nancy’s Private Affair” 
moving from there to the Hudson, 
where “City Haul” closes; “The In- 
finite Shoeblack” relights the El- 
liott; “Apron Strings” succeeds “It 
Never Rains,” which moves to the 
Bayes; Mei Lan-Fang and his Chi- 
nese company comes to the 49th 


Street; “The Count of Luxemburg” 
followed the revived “Chocolate 
Seldier”’ at Jolson’s; “R. U. R.” 


comes into the Beck for a short 
repeat; “Tread the Green Grass” 
will debut in the Village; “Recap- 
ture” will close at the Eltinge next 
Tuesday; “The Blue and the Gray” 
stopped in Hoboken last Saturday, 





Opera Angel Digs Again, 
$13,000 Besides $85,006 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

Backing an opera troupe has been 
anything but a lot of fun for Mrs. 
Hector Geiger, wealthy Pasadena, 
Cal., music patron, 

As an aftermath of the sudden 
closing of the Columbia Grand 
Opera Co., at the Columbia theatre 
here, Mrs. Geiger, who had dug into 
the grouch bag to the tune of $85,- 
000, was haled before the Labor 
Commissioner, subjected to several 
hours of haranguing and compelled 
to dig up $13,000 more to cover an- 
other week's salaries and pay their 
fares back to where they came 
from. Some had been brought all 
the way from Italy. 

The chief concern of the featured 
artists was what was to become of 

their contracts, most of them hav- 
ing been signed for a 20 weeks’ 
tour. 





HART, CONNOLLY SETTLE 


Max Hart and Bobby Connolly 
ttled their differences. 
effected by lawyel! 
epre g¢ both sides 
troversy which centered aroun 
tract held by 
“onnolly. 
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Another Gag Story 

This may be the first tip-off to 
the New York “Evening Post” that 
that “Cossack atrocities” story, on 
which that sheet has assigned a man 
to locate “a former Cossack colonel 
now in New York” for a feature 
story, is merely a gag and the work 





of a couple of newspapermen on 
another daily. 
Hoax started when the phoney 


Cossack colonel wrote a couple of 
letters to both the “Post” and “Tele- 


zram.” Papers used the letters, and 
the perpetrators of the gag sent 
other letters in rebuttal “Tele 
rram” merely printed the letters, 


but the “Post” saw in the ‘Cossack 
colonel” a good story and assigned | 
a man to find him. } 


Best that the reporter could do 
was to get the “Cossack” on the 
phone, and one of the conspirators, | 
feigning an accent, gave the news 
hound ae sizzling story. “Post” |} 


wouldn't use ihe story. howevcr, un 
til it could get a confirmation from | 
the “Cossack” in person, but that 
individual has become shy. 


“Mirror’s” Dancehall Crusade 

New York “Mirror” has launched 
a crusade against the hostess situ- 
ition in New York dancehalls, It is 
being handled as a serial and is run- | 
ning daily. A couple of sob sisters | 
collected the data. | 

The slap is being handled some- | 
what similarly to the crusade con- | 
ducted by the Hearst New York 
papers 20 years ago against the then | 
New York “Herald's” personal | 
columns. At that time neither the | 
“American” or “Evening Journal” 
had been able to build up its per- 
sonal column advertising, so both 
papers went after the “Herald” 
upon the premise of showing that 
most of the advertisements inserted 
were for nefarious rather than up and 
up business purposes. This crusade 
lasted for months and kicked up 
sufficient dust to have the late 
James Gordon Bennett, publisher 
of the “Herald,” discontinue the 
“Personal Columns” for a _ period. 


“Le Journal’s” Loss 

Death through heart failure of 
Francois Mouthon, managing direc- 
tor of the most important Paris 
daily, “Le Journal,” will not only 
deprive that paper of its head but 
may cause internal strife. 

Mouthon was part owner of the 
paper, others being mainly the pa- 
per manufacturing firm, Derblay, and 
also the Agence Havas, news and 
advertising concern, represented by 
one of its directors, Guimiez. This 
caused inside influence to be divided 
amongst several clans, amongst 
which Mouthon always maintained 
the balance of power. This power 
was maintained through certain of 
the late publisher’s favorites, per- 
sonally appointed by him, voting 
whichever way he desired. 

Nobody has yet been arpointed 


i Oil ¥ 








Best Sellers 

(Current best sellers as reported by the American News Co., Inc. 

and branches.) 
FICTION 
Million Pound Deposit ($2)......... vr eee T eee E. Phillip Oppenheim 
Panton FPiGwer Cea) - cics's iccd'sssbeoce rrVvirereer re Kathleen Norris 
Young Man of Manhattan ($2)....... Seedecees ..--Katherine Brush 
Altar of Honour ($2).....cccees'e cdecsdesesidasenecens Ethel M. Dell 
Farewell to Arms ($2.50)..... cc. eccccccccece ernest Hemingway 
i et A a he Pe ray ee eee eT ee eee --.-Manuel Komroff 
NON-FICTION 

[A DGS SOOOMOET CES) 6-66nek cated eons ese James Thurber-E. B. White 
The BOOCIAst CSL) cccicccccscdececesvevesesesss Charles (Chic) Sale 
New Worlds te Conauer (96) .ccccccsecccecctces Richard Halliburton 
WPI TODO) hn 6 he wise wha eceecdéeceuneeeties cecuetseceueeed Bernard Fay 
PM NE x6 'os 6u 6 4005465166 6R Sree ae ORe Behe ees Francesco Nitti 
Bran Mind (35) oc ccaswesascesvsse eewee bean 4 Karl Menninger, M. D. 








tive for Macfadden Publications 
His place on the “Graphic” is to be} 
by Joe Cohn, assistant | 
publisher. Howard Swain, now m.| 
e., is slated back to the city desk, 
whence. he came, and the new m. e. 
is named as Ed Sullivan, now sports 
editor. 

Sullivan’s sports job is to go to 
Jim Collins, present city editor. 
Charlie Gammon, now at hearquar- 
to become politicai | 


iicé now 





comes in 
editor. 


ters, 


Shaw and Rogers 
Will Rogers, who 
the naval parley, arrived 
York last week. Rogers 
came back to go to work, 
spent séme time talking to 
Shaw. 
Rogers told Shaw the latter's 
newsreel debut was the best ever 
recorded and that he (Rogers) had 
been instructed to study and ob- 
serve the picture carefully. Shaw 
expressed surprise that his first 
talker was of such importance and 
that it had been shown throughout 
the world. Shaw’s secretary, how- 
ever, chirped in with a comment, 
“And to think we made that pic- 
ture for only 30 pounds ($150).” 
They indicated they never would 
quite get over that. 


walked out on 
in New 
said he} 
but had} 
3ernard 


Hollywood’s New Mag 


Latest mag in Hollywood to ap- 
peal to the art of the colony is 
“Topics of the Town,” edited by 
Robert Clay Monroe, former direc- 
tor, who held a similar position on 
Ferdinand Pinney Earle’s “VVest 
Wind,” 

First issue for 10c has 24 pages, 
with six additional announced for 
the next issue. Departments of art, 
music, drama, pictures and ad- 
vanced thought. Merle Armitage, 
head of the local grand opera as- 
saciation, chief contributor. Futur- 
istic wood cuts and other arty fea- 
tures, with some members of the 
colony advertising. 





head of the paper. 


Paris “Trib’s” Worries 

Chi ‘Tribune,” Paris’ edition, 
starting with the Jan. 28 issue, has 
been experiencing difficulties getting 
out owing to a printers’ strike at 
“Le Journal.” 

The “Trib,” unlike the Paris edi- 
tion of the New York “Herald,” 
hasn't its own printing plant and 
uses the French daily’s presses. 
That paper hasn’t as much difficulty 
getting out as did the “Trib,” owing 
tu the American sheet getting sec- 
end play, naturally, at the “Journal” 
pliant, with all resources thrown into 
getting out the French paper. 

The “Trib” editorial staff pitched 
in iightly to get a smaller sheet 
(eight pages) out on schedule, dou- 
bling as lino men, make-up, etc. 


A Rejection Slip 

A rejection slip from “Cosmopoli- 
tan” started Edith Fitzgerald on 
her career as a short story writer. 
Miss Fitzgerald incidentally is co- 
author of “Many a Slip,” current 
Broadway show. 

Having read over a couple of 
yarns, the authoress came to the 
conclusion that if these were short 
stories she could do them. She 
wrote and submitted one to “Cos- 
mopolitan,” appending a note ask- 
ing for a “frank opinion.” The re- 
jection slip also carried a postscript 
from the mss. reader saying, “Not 
only should you stop writing, but in 
this opinion you'll never be able to 
write.” 

Miss Fitzgerald then submitted 
the same yarn to the “Saturday 
Evening Post,” which accepted it 
and asked for more. 


“Graphic” Shuffle 


New York “Graphic’s” staff is 


soon to be shuffled, according to 
report. Supposed new lineups has 
. Martin Weyruch, publisher and 


business manager, will take the up- 
town road as traveling representa- 


Syndicates Merge 

Wheeler, Bell, Metropolitan and 
Associated Newspapers, all feature 
syndicates controlled or owned by 
Jack Wheeler, have combined with 
the North American Newsparer Al- 
liance. New outfit will operate un- 
der the N. A. N. A. label. Wheeler, 
who was reported having trouble 
handling his units, propositioned 
the N. A. N. A. He has moved his 
desk into the N. A. N. A. head- 
quarters, 

N. A. N. A. is a co-operative or- 
ganization. Fifteen or 20 big dailies 
put up the coin for the service. It 
was started as competition to 
Hearst. About 40 smaller papers 
also belong. 





Newspaper Club Ball 

Arrangements are on for the first 
ball of the New York Newspaper 
Club, scheduled for Friday, Feb. 28, 
at the Ritz, main ballroom, Crystal 
room and everything adjoining. 
Buffet supper’s included, 

Mob has made up aé_ stage 
woman’s reception committee to 
greet the pencil pushers, with Betty 
Compton heading the committee. 
Others include Ona Mungon, Bobby 
Perkins, Flora Sheffield, Joyce Bar- 


bour, Gertrude MacDonald, Marie 
Saxon, Shirley Vernon and Helen 
Morgan. 


Sticks Go for “Well” 

Lesbian literature finds a reading 
clientele even in so-called - “hick 
towns.” A news room and books 
renting establishment in Rensselaer, 
N. Y., reports that a profit of $13.25 
was netted on one copy of Radcliffe 
Hall’s “Well of Loneliness,” which 
received widespread publicity due 
to efforts of John S. Sumner to sup- 
press it. 

French Fan-Trade Papers 

French theatrical publications can, 
as elsewhere, be divided into fan 
and trade papers. Fan papers, of 


or other publication, thus getting 
the benefit of the latters’ organiza- 
tion. The one exception is ““Comoe- 
dia,” itself a daily entirely devoted 
to amusements, with a picture page. 

There are over a dozen trade 
papers, “Cineopse” and “Cinema- 
togfaphie Francaise” enjoying the 
largest circulation, 





When They Split 


When the young literati split, 
| they split—in Hollywood. Estranged 
wife of the @litor of a new coast 


journal of opinion pitched in to help 


organize a rival sheet and figures 
in it as associate editor. One of the 
critical departments in the latest 


weekly is handled by the ex-wife of 
a former Hollywood literateur, a 
gent now abroad and way up on his 
former frau in the way of news 
headlines. 

The first sheet also has as con- 
tributor a phrase fashioner who is 
not only doing a marital singie but 
has resolved to divorce himself from 
the fleshpots of publicity. 


Kitchen Details 


Passing of Karl Kitchen’s column 
in the New York “Evening World” 
was not part of the publication’s re- 
trenchment policy. It was a result 
of Kitchen’s yen to travel too much. 

Last summer he spent several 
months in Europe and upon his re- 
turn was invited to join Doug Fair- 
banks and Mary Pickford on a trip 
to the Orient as their guest. When 
he returned to the Pulitzer building 
he discovered his regular job was 
gone, 





Naval Conference News Dud 

As headline copy the London 
naval conference is proving a flop. 
Try as they may in Washington, 
they can’t arouse the reader inter- 
est hoped for. 

Broadcasts have brought some at- 
tention because of the novelty. 

News angle is so low that George 
Holms and Byron Price, Washing- 
ton heads of the International News 
Service and A. P., respectively, in 
Washington, are on their way back 
from London to the Capitol. 


Newspaper Men West 

Roland Kirby, Lewis Weddock an4d 
Norman Hall, all New York news- 
paper men, are in Hollywood on 
different missions. Kirby, as car- 
toonist for the New York “World,” 
is seeking ideas for a new strip 
based on Hollywood life. Norman 
Hall, formerly with “Liberty,” quit 
New York to turn rancher in Ari- 
zona. He’s selling his works to 
the studios, or trying to. Weddock 
is there for a vacation. 





800 Circus Books 

There are more than 800 books 
about circuses. England has pro- 
duced 19, France 9 and Germany 7, 
with the rest by American authors. 
P. T. Barnum started the list in 
1855 with his first autobiography. 
Yearly thereafter, until 1869, he 
published a circus book. 

Circus Fans’ Association is try- 
ing to round up a copy of each of 
the books. Walter Scholl of Chicago 
already has a nearly complete 
library. 


Reprinting Stories 

Tales in the hew Street & Smith 
mag, “Best Detective Stories,” are 
reprints, and the publishing house 
isn’t paying a cent for the ma- 
terial. Reason is that when buy- 
ing fiction Street & Smith in most 
cases acquires sole rights and can 
use the stuff as often as it cares to. 

Detective stories in great demand 
just now, and as this type of story 
is never outmoded, it may be used 
repeatedly. 





Snappy Dialog 
After the stock market crash Sam 
Knopf, father of Alfred, the publish- 
er, called Horace Liveright on the 
phone and asked him to call. After 
a dialog in which they debated 





which there are half a dozen, are 





usually connected with some daily 


where the meeting should take 
place, Tiverright went up to the 











Knopf camp and was greeted by the 
old man with, “Want to sell? rll 
buy.” 


Liveright’s comeback was, “Do 
you want to sell? I'll buy.” He 
then walked out of the office. 

Dude Ranch Tie-up 
A trip to Gary Cooper’s dude 


ranch in Montana with all expenses 
paid is the latest hait to be used 
by the Fawcett publications to 
boost circulation on their western 
magazines by way of a popularity 
contest. 

Fawcett will foot the bills, while 
Cooper furnishes the ranch 
reaps the publicity. 


O’Malley’s Book 

Frank Ward O’Malley, now on the 
Riviera, and who fetched a storm of 
protest at some of his pro-conti- 
nental opinions at the expense of 
bourgeoisie America, is completing 
a book about the Mediterranean re- 
sorts, 

His syndicated stuff is free in 
plugs for Frank Jay Gould’s Palais 
de la Mediterranee, and other hotels, 
casinos, ete. 





Carbon Copies 

Coast publishing house advertised 
it was in the market for stories of 
10,000 words and up. 

Within six days 240 mss. arrived 
at the office. Of these 103 were 
stories of the picture business au- 
thored by people in and out of pic- 
tures, and 41 were based on Chic 
Sale’s “Specialist.” 





Books On Newsstands 

One of the book publishing houses 
is reported approaching newsstands 
direct with a view to placing its 
books on sale alongside newspapers 
and magazines. Concern will sup- 
ply a bookstand free. 

Publisher wants the newsstand 
boys to buy the books wholesale, 
but the boys want the books on a 
returnable basis. 





Paid Autobiographies 

Frank B. Shutts’ Miami “Herald” 
in March will issue a special sec- 
tion containing autobiographies of 
those who pay the $375 advertising 
rate per page. 

Among those who bought space 
are J. C. Penny of the store chain; 
Robert Law, and Joseph H. Adams, 
oil men. 


Book Clubs Complain 

Book clubs complain they can’t 
get the right kind of stuff for the 
customers, It’s so tough they don’t 
know the winner more than two 
months in advance, whereas pre- 
viously they were at least six 
months ahead. 

“Book of the Month” picked “Rise 
of American Civilization” for Feb- 
ruary, a reprint from 1927. 


Chi Boys’ Annual 

Former Chicago newspaper boys 
now in New York will make their 
annual attempt at an informal re- 
union Feb. 14. Site not selected. 

Affair is being arranged by 
George Clarke, of the “Mirror,” 
Dave Beehler and Charlie Wash- 
burn. Reported hotels are dodg- 
ing the bid like some golf clubs steer 
clear of tournaments. 





Clean From Lackawaxen 

Zane Grey’s million-dollar home 
in Altadena, Calif., contains every- 
thing new except the old Morris 
chair in which the author does his 
writing. 

Grey has kept the old seat because 
of sentiment, having done his first 
writing on it when he lived in a 


shack in Lackawaxen, Pa. In- 
cidentally, Grey does his stuff in 
longhand, 


Book League Resuscitated 
The Book League of America, one 
of the younger book clubs, was 
floundering when new money in the 
person of Thomas L. Stix, a Cin- 
cinnati business man, came in. 
Club is now O. K. and Stix is 
president. Isaac Don Levine, one 
of the founders and recently busi- 
ness manager, is out. 





Spewacks in Colony 
Samuel Spewack is in Hollywood 
under a three-year option contract 
to Paramount to write. 
His wife and collaborator, Betty 
Cohen, is with him and will free 
lance. 





Henline Quits Liveright 

Maurice Henline, for many years 
vice-president of Horace Liveright, 
Inc., is through. He threatens to 
go into pictures. 

Place taken by George Hummel, 
novelist, who will be in charge fo 
publicity. A dinner Feb. 7 at the 
Liveright offices will introduce 
Humme!] to the press. 
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Opie Reade’s Memoirs 
Opie Reade, the Arkansas humor- 


ist, now living at Howey-in-the- 
Hills in Florida, has contracted 
with Cosmopolitan magazine for 


publication in serial form of his 
memoirs. 
Ultimately they will appear in 


book form. 


Mag With a Mission 

New monthly. mag is called “Side- 
walks of New York,” and subtitled 
“The Pocket Magazine.” 

First issue contains a biography 
of Mayor Jimmy Walker, written 
by Daniel J. Hauer, editor of the 
new publication. No other reading 
matter, or advertising. 


Lawrence’s Revenge 

D. H. Lawrence, whose “Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover” is banned in 
this country, tells what he thinks of 
book cengors and censored books in 
“Pornography and Obscenity,” 
be published soon. 

Lawrence will give a list of books 
considered clean, and show why he 
thinks they are obscene. 


to 


Canfield Biography 

Canfield, the Rothstein of the gay 
"90's, is the subject of Alexander 
Gardiner’s biography which will be 
out Feb. 21. 

Book contains much 
on the theatrical 
time. 


information 
figures of that 





Skolsky “Tintypes” 

A collection of Sidney Skolsky’s 
“Times Square Tintypes” comes out 
this month, illustrated by Garde. 

Ives Washburn hastened the pub- 
lication When Skolsky became 
Broadway columnist on the New 
York “Daily News.” 


Hellinger’s Shorts 
Mark Hellinger, the columnist, is 
under agreement to write scripts for 
12 talking shorts. 
The producer will slip’"Mark $1,000 
per. 





Bostwick Dies ‘ 


Sals Bostwick, cartoonist with the 
Chicago “Evening American,” died 
in Mercy hospital following an op- 
eration for appendicitis. Bostwick 
was 27. 


Wising the Kids 
W. Boyce Morgan, who conducts 
a boys’ and girls’ page for Asso- 
ciate Editors, is in Hollywood to 
write a series of picture articles for 
juvenile edification. 


Peggy’s Ghost? 

Basil Woon, who writes travel 
books when he isn’t showing Paris 
to delegates from the sticks, is ru- 
mored ghostwviter for Peggy Joyce's 
“Men, Marriage and Me.” 





Norweigan Chatterer 
Erling Bergendall in Hollywood 
from Oslo, Norway, to write picture 
features for a series of Scandina- 

vian newspapers and mags. 


Bridge Waning? 
“Bridge,” the mag read by bridge 
fiends, has passed out of existence, 
due to lack of support. 





Sam McCoy, winner of the Pu- 
litzer Prize for reporting some years 
ago, and recently rewrite man on 
the New York “Sun,” is through 
with the game. 

He is now with the Robert M. 
McMullen advertising agency. 





With both William Farquhar 
Payson and James I. Clarke out of 
Payson & Clarke, the publishing 
house is now known as Brewer & 
Warren, after its present owners, 
Joseph Brewer and Edward K. War- 
ren. 


Only litertary editor in New York 
who owns a villa in France is Idwal 
Jones of the “American.” Jones, who 
took Nat Ferber’s place as book 
critic, also writes editorials for the 
Hearst sheet. 





Herb Crooker, one of the few 
press agents to get a book published, 
is celebrating the event March 10 
when Macauley produces his “Hol- 
lywood Murder Mystery.” 


Earl Sparling’s “Mystery Men of 
Wall Street,” which recently ran in 
the New York “Telegram,” will soon 
appear in book form. 





Affiliated Magazines, Inc., has 
taken over the three publications 
discontinued by the withdrawal of 
Grant Publications from the field. 

Jesse S. Butcher, manager of the 
News Syndicate of the New York 
Times and for several years asso- 








(Continued on Page 61) 
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~ London as It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, Feb. 2. 

We celebrated the first anniversary of “Journey’s End” with a dinner 
tm the Kit Cat Club, a private room being made to look like a dugout 
by a use of the original scenery, which cost $250, and which, at a similar 
price, has now been copied all over the world. Overhead were ribbons 
leading from 18 maps, which show the different towns and cities all 
over the world where “Journey’s End” was being played that night. 

The Author’s Mother 

The proudest person there, I have no doubt, was old Mrs. Sherriff, a 
modest but beaming mother, very proud of the fact that her son was 
now a celebrity. 

Sherriff made a very poor speech, and so did Colin Clive, who, like 
most actors, is apparently useless without words written for him to say. 
Maurice Browne, however, was illuminating. He disclosed that the 
Elmhirsts, who found the $12,500, all 
End” on the map, were a couple living in Devonshire, the wife, Dorothy, 
being a Whitney, who was using hér American millions on works of 
benevolence, uplift and constructive work. 

The Benevolent Millionaire 

She married a Yorkshireman who had learned farming in America, 
England and India, and they were doing reafforestation in Devonshire 
and all sorts of good without an unselfish thought in their heads. 

Already, the Elmhirsts would have been able to take out about $200,000 
as their share of the profits of “Journey’s End,” Browne told me after- 
wards, but they have sunk all the money in the theatre. This means, 
of course, that their profits are part of the $1,250,000 with which Browne 
has bought the Globe and the Queen’s. 

Maurice Browne’s High-Brow Plans 

I announced Browne’s program last Sunday. It is a high-brow sort 
of thing, but it includes “Dance, Damn You, Dance,” an American play 
about a long distance dance championship, and “Street Scene,” which 
Bill Brady once planned to do himself. There are two plays by George 
Preedy and one by Clifford Bax. 

The program, of course, starts with the Paul Robeson “Othello,” pro- 
tests against which are already reaching me. 

Browne is installed now in a most elaborate office, and I wish him well, 
although I told him in my speech, which closed the proceedings, that I 
did not think more than one or two of his plays would last for three 
weeks. 

Still, he learned it all in the little theatres of America, and he starts 
off with experience as an actor, author, manager and producer. 


When Charlie Chaplin Faked 
I went the other night to a try-out show at Collins’ Music Hall, Isling- 
ton—one I mean in which street kids have been encouraged to go on the 
stage in a competition. 
One boy, who nearly won, was told he would be allowed to go in for 


the final if he produced his birth certificate showing he was 14. His 
face immediately fell. 
Then I remembered the story Syd Chaplin told me recently, how 


Charlie, when hard up once, went in for a newsboy clog-dancing com- 
petition at the old Canterbury Music Hall. Unfortunately for Charlie, 
half way through, his artistic soul ran away with him. He forgot, and 
danced so well that the manager threw him off the stage, shouting, “Go 
on! You’re a professional.” 

Charlie had borrowed somebody’s cap and muffler, and pinched a few 
evening papers to put under his arm, but, even then, he could not help 
showing himself, even in those days, as a great performer. He was too 
good. 

The Two Stars 

Constance Collier leaves in order to appear in “The Matriarch.” Mrs. 
Patrick Campbell, who created the part in London, has left for New York. 

I hear that Mrs. Pat intends going to Constance’s first night. If so, 
there will be at least one addition to the many remarks for which Mrs 
Pat is famous. She can sum up a situation in one biting phrase, so 
much so that I have known a woman to sit in room afraid to walk 
out until she had left. 





Gladys Frazin’s Choice 

I hope Gladys Frazin has stopped her published plan to act in “Congai” 
one Sunday night, spending $15,000 on it, just to get it by the censor. 
Her failure in “The Woman in Room 13” was quite sufficiently ex- 
pensive. 

Gladys should retire. now, and live with her film star husband, happy 
ever after. This is not a joke. 

Some press agent woman wrote two pages, signed by Gladys Frazin, in 
@ film paper, the other day, all about her “romance.” it ended by saying 
how the two people she wanted to meet chiefly in London were Aimee and 
Philip Stuart, so I suppose the press agent is also the press agent for 
Aimee and Philip Stuart. There could not be any other reason for Miss 
Frazin’s remarkable choice. I would rather talk to a couple of policemen 
myself. 


Failure of the New Theatres 

There is no doubt that the theatre situation is changing. I should not 
be surprised to see Alfred Butt out of the business altogether in a few 
months. American money is coming in to buy theatres all over the place. 

The new theatres have been a failure. The Piccadilly made its best 
profit when it was let as a talker. In the Dominion everyone complains 
to me they cannot hear a word. 

The Duchess, a small theatre built near the Strand, is now temporarily 
let at $500 a week, while the Fortune has been a failure almost from its 
opening. : 

The new Cambridge theatre at Seven Dials will be opened with an 
Andre Charlot revue, while the Ziegfeld theatre, as it was to have been 
called, although I doubt if London would stand the name, has been 
considering an Earl Carroll revue, which was offered to another manager 
and turned down because he said no one would stand Carroll in London. 


An Imitation American Show 

“Darling, I Love You,” produced at the Gaiety two nights ago, is one 
of those silly imitations of the American method which London man- 
agers think are what the public wants. 

The tunes are not melody, but bone music. The dances are American 
in style, if they have any, while, so Yankeefied is the idea, that even in 
an English yacht club scene, a girl has to come on imitating Emma Haig 
and wearing a sailor’s costume more or less like one of your gobs. I 
mean your men-o’-war. 

The Provincial Comedian’s Nerves 

George Clarke made his first appearance as the leading comedian in 
London and was so nervous that he shook hands with himself when his 
triends applauded. 

The humor is dreadful. None of the people have charm and there is 
écarcely any personality in the show. 

“IT have never seen & comedian try so hard,” said one of the manage- 
ment to me, after two hours of George Clarke. “I can quite believe it,” 
I replied. “He’s been trying me all the evening.” As he seemed even 
more nervous after that, I am afraid somebody must have told him. 

Still, Clarke is a good fellow. I daresay he is more funny when he 
hasn't got so many nerves. 

Peggy O'’Neil’s Red Hand 

Indignant Irishmen have been writing to me complaining that Peggy 
O'Neil uses the crest of the O'Neill family of Ulster on her car. What she 
uses, of course, is the Red Hand of Ulster, which is really a beer ad- 
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ciated with Doubleday-Page & Co., 
now Doubleday-Doran, has been 
named director of the news depart- 
ment of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, 


Eve’s New Play 


Eva Le Gallienne’s new play, 
“The Women Have Their Way,” was 
adapted from the Spanish by Helen 
and Harley Granville Barker. For 
some years Barker was an actor in 
England, and was divorced by Lil- 


L. IQ. Froelick is out as editor of 
“Asia.” He has been succeeded by 
Marietta Neff and Gertrude Emer- 





son, who will functi jointly as lah McCarty, actress, who later 
f l o ) y as P : : 5 t 

ebthete. tn cial - . ew married Sir Frederick W. Keble. 
: ee Barker then married Helen Gates, 





who had divorced the multimillion- 
aire Archer M. Huntington, of New 
York and California. Huntington 
is now married to Anna Hyatt, 


William CC. Boyden, La Salle 
street broker and free lance writer 
on subjects strictly theatrical, has 
been named drama critic for “The 





editor of the New York “Telegram,” | 
is quitting immediately is wrong. | 
Miss Rennels, although married to} 
a millionaire from Gary, Ind., is go- 
ing to stay on the job, at least, until 


Thi ‘e : A iin sculptress. Archer was the son of 
cazZzo. é < ® s ‘cee 4 . 

Sha - ec il es a O'S | Mrs. Arabella Warsham, of Ala- 
les Collins. " 
a Sn |bama, He was adopted by his 
sn ., | mother’s second husband, the mil- 

g ‘ ary Rennels, lit | ,, net : 
Rumor that Mary KR lionaire, Collis P. Huntington. After 

} 


the death of Collis, the widow mar- 
ried her 
Henry E. Huntington, who had also 
inherited a share of Collis’s fortune. 


secend 


husband's nephew. 


} 
| Huntington died, 





this s : th h e abroad Finally Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. 
is summer, when she goes abroad. iad. hea i 
; prcocwbesa | Huntington inherited the united 
Richard Halliburton,  Jlecturer,|_ . ‘S 
sa ‘ millions. 
| globe cireler and author, will do a its 
series of articles for “Cosmopolitan” : 
on “Why I Go Adventuring and | Rollins’ Revue 


Women I Have Met.” Leighton Roilins, who during sev- 
eral summers past has directed the 
Surrey Playhouse at Bar Harbor, 
Me., is about to offer a revue on 
Broadway with scenery designed by 
Natalie Hammond, daughter of the 
Washington millionaire, John Hays 
Hammond. She started designing 
a few years ago, and did the set- 
tings and costumes for Nazimova’s 
vaudeville act, “India.” First she 
tried painting, and one of her water- 
colors was hung at the Royal Acad- 


Richard Atwater, who conducted 
a humorous column on the Chicago 
“Evening Post” titled “From Pillar 
to Post,” is out. He is working on 
a novel about Chicago. 


Wallace West, formerly with the 
foreign bureau of United Press, re- 
placed John Quinn in the Para- 
mount publicity department, New 
York. 


—— ; ery in London. Then she tried 
“Farm and Fireside,” one of Col-| sculpture. 
lier’s publications, has been changed Her brother, Richard P. Ham- 


to “Country Home” as a move to- 
ward modernism, 


mond, lives in New York, and moves 
in a temperamental set. Another 
brother, John Hays Hammond, Jr., 
married Irene Fenton who had div- 
orced Frederick Reynolds, a shoe- 


Leonard Falkner, assistant city 
editor of the New York “Post,” has 


his first book out, “Murder Off| dealer of Gloucester, Mass., where 
it. 





Herman Bernstein, Jewish news- 
paperman, has been appointed U. S. 
Ambassador to Albania. 


Vincent Astor is cruising in the 
West Indies on his yacht with a 
party, including Mr. and Mrs. Rob- 


ert D. Huntington, Lady Patricia 

Madeline Heath, who edits “All| Ward and William Rhinelander 
Story Magazine,” has a new assis-|Stewart. Huntington is a brother 
tant in Marcia Nardi. of Mrs. Astor. Lady Ward is a 


daughter of the Earl of Dudley by 
his first wife, the late Rachel Gur- 
ney. His present wife, stepmother 
of Lady Ward, was for a generation 


King Features has taken over the 
Central Press Assn., syndicate. Wal- 
ter Howie will be in charge. 








vertisement. Besides, I am sure ‘it was only a face-slapping threat to me. 

Anyway, when I printed a history of the O’Neill family, which started 
about the year 400, writing a more or less guying paragraph, Peggy 
took it seriously, said there were crowds round her car every night to 
see the crest, and how wonderful it was—where did I get my nformation 
from? 

Peggy beats you every time. Why, when she had read my paragraph 
she sent me a present—the second since Christmas Day! 


Plays of the Week F 

I was not asked to the Playhouse the other night, because, although 
Barry Jackson, who produced it, is not quarreling with me, Gladys 
Cooper, who owns the lease of the theatre, still is. 

I am very grateful to Miss Cooper for quarreling with me. I am told 
it was awful, a silly story about a spear that missed a man and then hit 
me, and oh, Zulus were about. Still, some of them were quite fat, so it 
had its funny moments, although the fattest of all the Zulus ever known 
in London was dear Oscar Asche himself. 

Then, at the Comedy, we saw some sapper stuff. This time, a British 
officer, who was always drunk, sold his country’s secrets to a Chinaman 
in order to get drugs. Then there was a strong silent man who did 
escape from tortures. Things like this onty happen in real life. 

I am sorry I missed H. M. Harwood’s new comedy, “The 
Possession.” He writes well, as a rule. 


Man in 


Bribes for Radio Work ° 

Jack Hylton was telling me, the other day, just before he went to 
conduct his orchestra on the radio, that all day long, before he makes 
an appearance of that kind, he is inundated with offers of money from 
English song publishers, offers to boost American songs and American 
dance music. 

Your song publishers must be very astute men. They sell their entire 
catalogues to our poor leaders, who apparently cannot find music of 
their own—the poor things—and then the silly English publishers attempt 
to bribe bands here to play the American music, so that they can unload. 

As though any particular sort of noise they make matters. I think 
we could invent quite as many stupid noises at home if we tried. 

1 Changed My Restaurant 

Will Rogers has been here for a few days, but I have not seen him nor 
heard much of him, except that I am told he has been having supper in 
the Savoy Grill. ° 

I have not been using the Savoy Grill since the face-slapping. I kept 
away for two or three days to avoid the many questions I should have 
been asked, and ther, when I was told I ought to go back for the sake 
of my reputation, I refused to go. I think a reputation that depends 
on going to the Savoy Grill is worth losing. 

Major King of the Allied Artists, has been imploring me to go back. 
‘Tt is f to the Americar * he said. “They all come there 


not fair , 
ask, ‘Where’s Hannen Swaffer?’, and we don’t know what to say.” 


and 





£ 


So, if any American wants to slap my face, kiss me, or do anything of |» 


that sort, he had better try the Carlton restaurant, 

Carl van Wiegand was in there, the other day, with Lady 
Hay and Edward Pryce Bell. I find them much more 
lactors. Newspaper people always are. 

Lady Drummond Hay was reminding me that, when she was going in 
for journalism, she called on me first to ask me what camera hould 
|buy. She has got on, since those days. Indeed, so far as I know, she 
ithe only English woman journalist who has made good 
j) She can do a man’s job. 


Drummond 


amusing thar 





she s 


in recent yéa 


a musical comedy star in London, 
yertie Millar, whose first husband 
was the late Lionel Monckton. 
Philip Plant is also cruising in 
Florida waters, accompanied by his 
friends of years, Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
R, Best. Leo and Betty Best accom- 
panied Phil and Constance Bennett, 
the movie star, to Greenwich when 
the latter two were married, and 
later Leo accompanied Phil to Paris 


when the divorce suit was filed. 
Last summer Plant chartered a 
vessel belonging to Sir Ernest 





Shackleton and with Best went to 
the Arctic Circle to hune polar 
k The winter before Rest went 
to the South Sea Islands with Wil- 
liam B. Leeds, and flew from one 
island to another in an airplane. 
Leeds was recently divorced by 
Princess Xenia. Plant's mother, Mrs. 
William Hayward, who inherited 
millions from her second husband, 
Morton Plant, is also at Palm 
Beach. 


eCais. 


Rennies Happily Wed 

James Rennie has replaced 
Tellegen in “Escapade.” He 
Dorothy Gish have been happily 
married for years. They partici- 
pated in a double wedding in Green- 
wich, the other couple being Con- 
stance Talmadge and John Pialog- 
lou. Later Constance divorced John, 
and still later divorced Capt. Alas- 
tair Mackintosh, finally marrying 
Townsend Netcher. Netcher had 
been divorced by Gertrude Selby. 
Mackintosh later married Lela 
Emery, New York heiress, sister of 
Audrey Emery, who married the 
Grand Duke Dmitri. 


Lou 
and 





Cortez and Valentino 

Cortez and Peggy, dancers, have 
made a hit in the Chicago tryout of 
the Shubert show, “Nina Rosa.” 
Partners for years, he was married 
to and divorced from a New York 
girl named Jacobi. He once shared 
a room in a New York lodging house 
with an Italian dancer, Signor Ru- 
dolpho, who later became Rudolph 


Valentino. With part of his early 
savings he ran a Spanish boarding 
house, “El Centrale,” in the East 
Sixties. Cortez is Spanish. Peggy 
is Irish. 
A Viscount 
A foreign gentleman of pro- 


nounced mannerisms recently en- 
tered a bookshop near Sutton Place, 
and introducing himself to the pro- 
prietor as Viscount Alain de Leche, 
requested that a window display be 
given his new book, “Mr. Gold- 
berg’s Party.” The jacket design 
is by Mrs. Harry Lehr, and rumor 
has it the heiress daughter of the 
late Joseph Drexel of Philadelphia 
(who was a partner of the late J. P. 
Morgan) may accept the viscount 
as her third husband. She was the 
widow of John V. Dahlgren before 
becoming the wife and then widow 
of Harry Lehr, who used to dress 
up in her clothes and years ago was 
often photographed in feminine at- 
tire. 

The viscount has been taken up 
by a certain set in New York, where 
he is living at the Ritz Tower. In 
Paris he was a protege of Count 
Boni de Castellane, who was di- 
vorced by Anna Gould in order to 
marry Boni’s cousin, the Duke to 
Talleyrand, Temperamental Ameri- 
cans who frequent the Select Bar in 
Paris encounter the young Count 
de Castellane, son of Boni and Anna, 


Ruth Shepley. Part 


Ruth Shepley is leading lady in 
the new show, “Sporting Blood,” by 
Lewis B. Ely, presented by George 
M. Cohan. Her bew to Broadway 
was in “All for a Girl,” at the Bijou 
in 1908, and later that year she was 
in “A Gentleman from Mississippi,” 
with Douglas Fairbanks and the late 
Tom Wise. In 1927 she was named 
by Inez Plummer, actress, who di- 
vorced *Paul Duckey,. playwright. 
Miss Shepley married Gordon Sarre, 

Young Baruch and Peggy 

Sailing Baruch, Jr., is conspicuous 
in the liveliest set at Palm Beach. 
This fall he was often encountered 
with Peggy Joyce. The only mem- 
bers of the family in the Social Reg- 





ister are the uncle and aunt, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bernard M. Baruch, and 
their children, Belle, Renee and 


3Zernard, Jr. Another uncle, Hart- 
wig Baruch, was leading man with 
Olga Nethersole in “Carmen,” a 
g under the name 
Hartwig. Harry Prince, 
Mrs. Sailing Baruch, 
|moves in a temperamental set. 
| Jack Buchanan is living at 2 West 
|67th street. Modest Stein, who does 





igeneration ago, 


Nathaniel 


brother of 


covers for movie magazines, has 
ented an apartment at 44 Gramer- 
Park North. Anne Andrews is 
pying an apartnient at 400 East 
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OUT OF A BLUE SKY 


Comedy presented at the Booth Feb. 8 
by Tom Van Dycke: adapted from the 


German of Hans Chlumberg by Leslie 
Howard; directed by latter. 

{In the Audience) 
Freidrich Neumann...... Reginald Owen 
Gabriela Neumann....Katherine Wilson 
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hot lover but repressed. William 
Gargan did the wise play reader. 
The balance of the cast was made 
up of bits, including the gate-crash- 
ing Tammany Young. 

“Out of a Blue Sky” is a good 
title, concerning a pretty good idea 
that misses. Ibee. 


DISHONORED LADY 


Melodrama in three acts presented by Gil- 





Paul Rana........2e.+. Warren Williams 
Jessica Wenderoth........Bleanor Terry 
SR Ce er Tanya Amazar 
\lexander Sonnholg....William Haskell 
LOWS TONG ia. ck 6c se beeesse Lee Crowe 
«Un the Stage) 
Prearer Ses .ci cbse s ekawee Otis Sheridan 
TPOSCPISIOR . Fa awecdesceucus’ Earl Redding} 
“tage Manager.........Tammany Young | 
ttl 6 nodd 604644506 TU Gee 
Stage Director: occcceccecs Gregory Ratoff 
fay Readeriésccceds ---» William Gargan 
FOOD. civccisvesdoconccerscce martin ,.Nobie 
ins s «std keaeeadne B. Franklin Kk 
FOGSUTEer . «scvodeeees Stanle \ rd 
=~ | 
“Out of a Blue Sky” has novelty. 
jut the element of entertainment | 
otherwise did not seem to be prom- 
inent enough at the premiere per- 


formance. Though there was énough 


interest to hold the audience until | 
the final brief act, there is little 
doubt the play had ,grown. tire- | 
some. 


It is Tom Van Dycke's first. shot 


is a producer. He chose the un- 
usual, which is not a bad sign at} 
all. In securing the services of | 
Leslie Howard to adapt the piece 
from the German and to direct it, 
he was in the right direction, too. 


That it was, opened cold was ‘not 
so good, though Leslie could not 
nave attended the show out of town 
since he is appearing in “Berkeley | 
Square.” 

The first act was far too long, 
running nearly an hour. By that 
time having to listen to the dialect 
of an excitable Russian stage man- 
ager had become a bore. After the 
ights went up and down a number 
of times, which was part of the 
business and quickly recognized, 
the curtain rose on a partly bare 
stage, the crew playing cards and 
unaware an audience was out front, 

That is explained when the direc- 
tor rages on, demanding to know 
what it is all about and why 
everything is not ready for his 


great presentation of “Camille” 
(this is at the Stadttheater; pro- 
grames of “Camille” were first 


given the audience with regulation 
programs after the first act). He 
is informed that a notice on the call 
board stated there would be no per- 
formance that night, and upon ex- 
amination of the notice it is found 
to be dated 1929 and not 1930. 
What to do? The treasurer won't 
refund on the tickets. He says so 
from the aisle, Enter the play 
reader, who suggests the director 
improvise a play, take some idea 
out of a blue sky. He further sug- 
gests that since the regular actors 
are scattered, a cast be goiten to- 
gether from among the audience. 
And the play reader ranges the 
house and secures a cast with a 
start in a married couple, Freidrich 
and Gabriela Neumann. He is a 
divorce lawyer, but a pill to his 





gentle wife. 

The director chats with the Neu- 
manns as to what they will play. A 
triangle is suggested. From the au- 
dience there arises the lover, who 
demands to play that part, the Neu- 
manns having exited for a change. 
The fellow is really in love with 
Gabriela. 

The second act of the play within 
a play begins with. the dialect 
again before the curtain, again 
craving the indulgence of the house 
and so forth. Husband, wife and 
lover then try to make conversa- 
tion. When the husband is finally 
made to exit, lover and wife do 
their scenes, but are on the level 
with it. 

She responds to his affection, but 
wants to tell husband she is fin- 
ished. That she does, and he in 
mock anger rushes from the the- 
atre by way of an aisle, He is 
supposed to be injured by a taxi 
on the street, a physician rushes in 
to say so, and the bell of an ambu- 
lance rings from the lobby. That 
makes for a pretty good curtain. 

Gabriela is all broken up that 
husband should attempt suicide for 
‘ris love of her. But he comes 
through the casement from the gar- 
len, saying the accident bit was in- 
serted to make things realistéc. She 
had suffered, and he congratulated 
her on her acting. 

Further he says he would never 
do such a thing, and if she should 
leave him he would be hurt, but 
that’s about all. He leaves again 

by the aisle to get his coat ahead 
of the crowd, saying the play is all 
over. Lover and wife agree it is 
over, but, as for their budding af- 


fair. that will start tomorrow. 
There might have been much 


to' smile over and less 
laughter. 
to be amateur, and they certainly 
did so impress. 

Gregory Ratoff is the Russtan 
stage director with too much to 
talk about. Reginald Owen played 
the more or less silly husband 
sometimes irritatingly, but withal 


a very good performance of its 
kind. Katherine Wilson, the un- 
happy Mrs. Neumann, did not 


bert Miller at the Empire in association 
with Guthrie MeClintic; written by Mar- 
garet Ayer Barnes and Edward Sheldon; 
Katharine C neil starred; staged by Mece- 
«* ' 
Madeleine Cat ‘ Katharine Cornell 
Marquess of Fart rouge) Fran List 
La e Brennan Paul Harvey 
} More ‘i ..-Fortu Bon Va 
har Wadsworth ~.-e-Harvey Stephens 
See CRIT ews oss cneuede ..--Fred L. Tider 
Ros Wale. ceccccacccvceseves Ruth Fallows 
PREM ss 046066000006 6606060604 Brenda Dahlen 
Plas. awaken eeakiva ee wale Lewis A. Sealy 
POO vc scoececseadedcaases . .Edwin Morse 
RIDGE. pocccesvcasesoess Timn Daniels 


Katharine Cornell is one of Broad- | 


favorite aciresses and that 
to “Dishonored Lady” 
than the play itself. She will draw 
audiences in a successful quantity 
her another very bad 
woman, even though the show is not 


a drama to shout 


Way's 


means more 


to see as 
about. 
“Dishonored Lady” is 
of the 
presentation and performance, quit« 
lurid. 


melodrama 


and in spite manner of its 


Miss Cornell played a mur- 
deress in “The Letter” and now she 
must ply her lover with the lethal 
and under that 


cup conditions 


| would indicate a diseased brain. The 


authors refer to a Madeline Smith 
of Glasgow, “whose public and pri- 
vate life suggested this play.” 

Madeleine Cary is an attractive 
woman of about 31. 
passioned soul rather than passion- 
ate, given to lusts now and then, as 
some men go on sprees. She is liv- 
ing with her father in Washington 
Square and conducts some sort of 
little shop further uptown. The 
place is rather a-.blind, since she 
has been accepting stocks and 
money from Lawrence’ Brennan, 
hearty oil man from the west. His 
status is that of a friend of the fam- 
ily and certainly hers, though she 
no longer used the key to his apart- 
ment, 

Abroad she had met a sort of 
gigolo cabaret singer, an Argentine, 
whom she had had several dances 
with and who became smitten with 
her. At 4 one morning she tele- 
phones him at his flat in West 49th 
street and surprises him with one 
of those quick love affairs. This 
Jose Mareno had kicked out his lit- 
tle blond mistress, Rosie, as soon 
as Madeleine phoned. 

Several months later Madeleine ac- 
cepts the marriage proposal of Lord 
Farnsborough, who has been mad 
about her, and it is announced in 
the papers. Jose comes to her home 
in high anger, demanding she stick 
to him, since she is his woman. He 
socks her in the face when she calls 
him a vulgar South American rat 
or something like that. But she 
goes to his apartment that night— 
with a vial of strychnine in her 
handbog. 

Jose and Madel&ine make it up ap- 
parently. In any event they spend 
the night together. As the dawn 
breaks she poisons his coffee and 
writes a letter to her Englishman 
to break off the engagement at 
Jose’s demand, the while watching 
the drug take effect. 

With gloved hands this murder- 
ous Vampire removes all trace of 
finger prints, »ut a clue is left and 
the next evening one of her friends, 
an assistant district attorney, cross 
examines Madeleine, and she is sent 
to the Tombs. Her alibi is that she 
had been in Brennan's apartment at 
the time of the murder. Despite 
the identification by Rosie and Jose’s 
colored man, Madgleine is acquitted 
because Brennan and her father lied 
for her on the stand. 

Thé English lad is still for taking 
Madeleine as his wife, but when she 
desperately tells him just what had 
happened, Farnsborough could do 
nothing but walk out. 
sends her fiance away, telling him 


pen again. 
taint of her mother, 
skipped out with a lover when 
Madeleine was a babe. Her confes- 
sion to Farnborough is the climax of 
the play and one of the big mo- 
ments. Brennan had gone to the 
coast to square things with his wife. 
He expresses cne human note when 


who had 


the old lover bumped off for a 
couple of hundred. Her father goes 





Very little | 
to create : 
The actors are supposed | “Dishonored 





seem particularly happy playing her 
role. Warren Williams is a sort of 


abroad, so Madeleine's 
seems empty. She is just a thor- 
oughly abandoned woman, 

As indicated, Miss Cornell makes 

Lady" worth while. 
Paul Harvey as the westerner, For- 
tunio Bonanava, whose dialect was 
more like Italian than Argentine; 
tuth Fallows, -who made Rosie 
stand out: Francis Lister as the 
Britisher and Harvey Stephens the 
district attorney provided very able 
support. 

Gilbert Miller has not tried melo- 
drama before, but despite its lurid- 
ness, the new show should be profit- 
able. ibee. 


She is an im-|} 


She really | 


the same sort of thing might hap-'} 
She believes she has the} 


telling Madeleine he could have had | 


acquittal | 


IT’S A GRAND LIFE 


Comedy in three acts by Hatcher Hughes 


and Alan Williams. Stars Mrs. Fiske, 
staged by Harrison Grey Fiske and pre- 
} sented by A. L. Erlanger and George A 
| Tvler at the Cort, New York, Feb. 10, 
| $3.30 top. d 
jAustin Tyler... .ccccccccccsccessCyril Scott 
| Helen Tyler....ccccsccecceesseeeMrs. Fiske 
j} Jean Tyler......e+.- eT Terre Leona Beutelle 
} Timmy Tyler.........--Andrew Lawlor, Jr. 
i*‘Doc’’ Burdette...... Raymond Van Sickle 
Mikolas Van Tyle@...cceseéeses Gene Gowing 
Major Richard Dale... tobert Barrat 
} Mercedes Duale........ .---Germaine Sfiroux 
| Walidia Sierta. .cccsosegece Virginia Venable | 
FOS; BOOOMB ccd oss toes bones William Lorenz 
A RROpOTter. . os ss.ccesess Cc. W. Van Voorhis 
Re 4. GENER ETOT TOV eT Creer Walter Kinsella | 
J SRE RT Ae ee oe pe oe Edward Powell 
\ ‘ Tog ae Te Elsie Keene 
| Pee 
| Just another prop for Mrs. Fisk« 
that will last as long as hei 
devotees rally to support and no 
longer. <Aside from providing the 
|} star with a fat assignment, the plot |! 
will not hold the average theatre- 
' 
j}goer. Unless given herculean sup- 
port by the star’s followers it will 


do well to round out a month's met- 
|ropolitan run. 

“It’s a Grand Life” is sophisti- 

|eated comedy of the drawing room 
|yariety bordering upon  brilliancy 
jin spots but failing to hold up its 
;e@arly promise throughout three acts, 
| Its comedy is of the sardonic, epi- 
grammatic variety, especially that 
which falls to Mrs. Fiske. A meas- 
ure this was lost all around at 
jthe bow-in ‘performance Monday 
lnight through inability get it 
across the foots. Probably a pen- 
| chant for repressed tempo in stag- 
ing. 


ot 


to 


| Story is strictly conventional with 


| but a few dashes of spice elevating | 


|}it from a hackneyed category, saved 
| perhaps by ‘the brilliant pevform- 
ance of Mrs. Fiske and Cyril Scott 


jas chief supporter. Mrs. Fiske} 
draws the delineation of the wife 
of a banker whose philandering 


|} transgressions have become so fre- 
} quent that she is immune from fur- 
jther emotional reaction. Austin 
| Tyler's weakness for femmes has 
|long since. been accepted to such 
an extent that even the grown chil- 
dren, boy and girl, accept them with 
the same degree of matter-of-fact- 
ness as their mother. 

Head of the house’s latest 
eapade is an auto accident. with his 
| favorite stenog. He is brought 
home and in his delirium mentions 
& more recent paramour, Mercedes 
Dale, who is sent for pronto. It 
later develops that Tyler is the 
father of Mrs. Dale's offspring, 
much to 
Dale’s husband, a Kentuck gentle- 
man who wants to shoot it out. 
To further aggravate things the son 
has married a former mistress. of 
his father and the daughter chucks 
the playboy she has been running 
around with, now that he’s divorced, 
to jump ship with an m. d, from 
California. ¢ 

The burden of these complicated 
affairs falls upon the shoulders of 
Mrs. Tyler, who rises to the situa- 
tion and irons everything out even 
to the extent of frigidairing the 
Kentuckian’s yen to shoot and ac- 
cepts the illegitimate offspring as 
his own at the curtain. 

Mrs. Fiske’s performance of the 
wife and mother is superb through- 
out. Her handling of the sardonic, 
quasi-sarcastic repartee with her 
erring spouse is done with remark- 
able understanding. She gives to 
the piece not only its best delivery 
of the evening, but most of its 
laughs. 

Cyril Scott is equally up on as- 
signment as the philanderer. Leona 
Beutelle, as the daughter, Andrew 
Lawlor, Jr., as the son, Robert Bar- 
rat, as the outraged Major, and 
Virginia Venable all register. 

Entertaining in spots, and for the 
most part conceded entertainment, 
it nevertheless has nothing to im- 
ply lasting quality despite being a 
good background for its star. 

Edba. 


RITZY 


Comedy in three acts Presented at the 
} Tongacre by L. Lawrence Weber. Written 
iby Viva Tattersall and Sidney Toler. Ernest 
‘Truex starred and Miriam Hopkins fea- 
tured. Staged by Toler. Opened Feb. 10. 
$3.30 top. 
Magar Simith.....resccvcpescerees Mr, Truex 
Nancy Smith.........2.......Miss Hopkins 
Tillie. ......eseeeeeeeeeemKatharine Renwick 


Mr. Peabody.....ccccseces+++-3. H. Brewer 
Louella McKenzie.. ..Josephine Evans 
Maude Mooney......ccee++s+++.-EfMfie Afton 
Oscar Mooney......ccceeeseess-JOhn Junior 
Charlie McKenzie. .......se.0+ Sydney Riggs 





grace of a good third act. Probably 
will not jam them, but good enough 
to achieve moderate success. 

“Ritzy” has a chance because of 
its two leads, Ernest Truex and 
{| Miriam Hopkins, whose playing is 
always worth while. Truex became 
something of a favorite in London, 
; returning early this season in “Many 
| Waters.” Miss Hopkins tried 
| ‘ ‘ 
| luck over there last summer in “The 
| 3achelor Father,” which didn't 
; click because they took the punch 
| line out, 

This is not a new story—that ofa 
pair who count their chickens be- 
mice they're hatched—but it's told 








nicely. Edgar and Nancy Smiih are 
a happy young couple living in one 
jof those many New York hotels— 


i cy’s 
es- | 


the displeasure of Mrs. | 
| That’s the way this light and amus- | 


THE BOUNDARY LINE) 


| 
| room, 


—__—» 





bath and pantry. He is a 
$10,000 a year insurance man seek- 
ing a salary boost, but they're get- 
ting along all right. 

Edgar has had a phone call from 
some mysterious fellow, who later 
turns out to be an elderly iawyer. 
There was mention of Nancy's Uncle 
Peter, who was always broke, but 
who has disappeared in Mexico. The 
lawyer arrives with the news that 
Peter has died, not a pauper and 


| has left Nancy a legacy of $200,000. 








Looks like the Smiths are going 
to step out. Edgar gives up his job 


and goes golfing, on the way down 
buying a new car and putting a 
grand down on a Long Island home 
with 


five acres. Nancy gives away 
ill her clothes and goes on a ward- 
robe spree. There is an argument 
about Long Island as a place to 
live, but everything is squared. 
They decided to throw a party that 
iizht, aid ordé: gin, Sx ote hi and 
win from the bootlegger. Their 
happiness is complete when they} 
receive a phone call from. the 


swanky Jackson Potters to hop over | 


for a cocktail. 
soon returning 


They go, figuring on 
to their guests. It 


| seems the Potters would not permit 


them to leave until visiting the swell 


Park avenue club, and it is after 11 | 


when they come back to the hotel. 

3y this time the males among the 
guests are plenty stewed. One starts 
to pan Edgar, saying the inherit- 
ance has made him ritzy 
defends him, saving he couldn't be 
that way with his pals... There is a 
row when the Smiths return and the 
guests leave. What Smith had been 
planning was the formation 
company in which he was to place 
his friends at good salaries. 

Only one guest remains. It is the 
old attorney, who slips them the 
news that Uncle Peter's estate was 
not to go to Nancy after all; Peter 
has married a Mexican woman, has 


had children and they are to get the | 


dough. But Edgar's dip. into 
swanky crowd turns out okay. 
has talked a million-dollar policy to 


the 


one fellow who decides to take it. 
His boss calls up to offer the job 
back at 25 grand, and the Smiths’ 


dream of a home and better things 
is realized. 

Truex and Miss Hopkins secm ad- 
mirably suited to be the- Smiths. 
Josephine Evans was liked as Nan- 
closest friend: J. H. Brewer 
very good as the old lawyer, and 
Katharine Renwick amusing as a 
colored maid. In fact, all the 
counted opening night, the 
being Sydney Riggs, John 
and Effie Afton 

“Ritzv” is a 


others 
Junior 


one-set, short-cast 


show, which should be able to oper- | 


ate to a profit at moderate grosses. 
ing little play impresses. Thee. 


Three-act 
ring Otto Kruger 
Jones and Morris 


comedy by Dana Burnet, star- 
and produced by A. L. 
Green. Staged by the 
author and Green. At the 48th Street, New 
York, starting Feb. 5. ($3.50.) 

Dorothea Fenway......Katherine Alexander 
Margaret Larson.........Winifred Lenihan 


BPrs OURS 6 64.6.6:0:066 5-06 60645 Otto Kruger 
i eee Seeceseoeeseracegees Doris Sanger 
TIDOTE. coi vcccsecocccscveccccese Lew Payton 
Gusele. secs ee cceeSsvceseves Marie Simpson 
Elija Horton. ..cccccsecses-s-dohn T. Doyle 
a eS errr errr Miriam Sears 
Peter Sturgis...........Charles Trowbridge 
George Hodge. veccocccssscccses John Butler 


Reggie Vane.............-Houston Richards 
DOM vcevcises oe . E. Blanchard 





What used to be called a “prob- 
lem play,” but too tenuous to make 
three acts, bowever excellent may 
be its content. It wotlé possibly 
have been an efiective etching in 
print. On the stage it is defeated 


by its own subtle hali tones. Net 


iresult is three dull acts cbscure of 


chatter and a trief stay en Broad- 
way. 





Audience reaction to the first per- 
formance may be eloquently sum- 
marized by the circumstance that 


| the crowd went blah for the second 


lact curtain which held the one de- 


| liberate theatrical situation of the 
| three acts. When Ott® Kruger can’t 
make @ stage situation click, there’s 
pretty sure to be something the 
matter with the situation. 

Play is made out of the not-so-very 
intricate story of a poet with a 
Gypsy temperament falling in love 
with a thoroughly practical and 
rather selfish woman and feeling 





A pleasant little comedy with the | 


| treme. 


badly about it when the paradise he 
dreamed of develops into a rather 
hum-drum, even if moderately 
swanky, home in the country. 

The whole conflict of ideals is 
symbolized in a fence the wife wants 
to build along their brook in disre- 
gard of a neighboring farmer who 
claims a right of way and is dis- 
posed to defend it to the last ex- 
Her idea is that the fence 


jis something that helps define the 


|; security of her position. 
|view is 


her 


Husband's 
you -draw a line 
around yourself, you have to live 
within it.’ Undercurrent of domes- 
tic war crystallizes on the issue. 

A city lawyer falls in love with 


that “if 


Another | 


of a} 


He |} 


cast | 


the end will break him. And he 
comes at last to take that view him- 
self, bowing out of the .riangle in 
the end and leaving the \-ife to di- 
ivorce him and marry the lawyer 
who, he realizes, is the man to fall 
into her pattern and give her happi- 
ness and contentment. 

All this is set forth through the 
medium of much talk and no action. 
lIt isn’t even bright dialog for the 
most part, although there is a cer- 
j tain crisp humor in the social chit- 
chat of the community neighbors. 
But motives and meanings are ob- 
secure. It may be that the author 
himself has erred in taking on the 
job direction. Another with a 





of 


more distant view of the work might 
have done much to clarify it for the 

You get the idea that the author 
has something unusual and inter- 


esting to say, but he doesn’t make 


hisses en semAawvcta ? Vay faa that 
these people are making a vast fuss 
t+about something that doesn’t par- 


ticularly matter, with a tantalizing 
hunch that it might be important, 
{after all, if you could only get hold 
of the essence of the thing. 

Kruger doesn't make his poet un- 
derstandable, which is so unusual as 
| to suspect that it isn’t his acting 
| but the play that is at fault. Kath- 
j erine Alexander brings her extraor- 

dinary formal beauty to a part that 
|is rather pale and lacking in shad- 


ing of character, while the role of 
casual interlocutor, apportioned to 
Winifred Lenihan, gave her small 
elbow room for delineation. 


Production has two beautiful set- 


tings, one a country house living 
room that is articulate of modest 
elegance and a very unustial exte- 
rior. a grove of white birches with 
; suggestion of the unseen brook 
among the trees. Rush. 





HER CONFESSOR 


Alice Bennett... » Nadeau 


| Comedy-drama in three-acts by Gilbert 
Riddell Presented by Jean Riddell, who 
| plays a leading role. Staged by Paul Gilt- 
| more Piaved in two sets. At Cherry Lane 
| theatre, $3 top. 
+ SOMO 5.5%. 6h 0 8 : ..Charles Johnson 
Lady Jane Maitiand...........Jean: Riddell 
| Lord Edgar Maitland..F. Mortimer Mitchell 
{ Count Victor Grimaldi...... Raymond Kelly 
}Gerald Dickerman....,......-- Stanley Hearst 
| 


Not a chance. In present condi- 
tion, with poor cast, stilted acting, 


| clumsiness of movement and weak- 


ness of plot, play is on an uphill 
| fight for recognition. Rewriting, 
|} punching up of situations and a 


| topnotch company of players might. 


make that climb easier, but it is 
very doubtful if the piece would 
ever get very far. For amateur or 


little theatre purposes it is even 
woefully weak as seen here opening 
night. 

Locale is Paris, where a mother 
and her prospective daughter-in- 
law fight with each other over the 
secret that both knew what being 
mistresses meant. Their secret is 
their own and the to-be son and 
groom isn’t to know, with the moth- 
er having this funny idea in her 
mind obviously to keep her lover 
from going on the make for the 
girl. It transpires, however, that 
the girl has begn a former lover of 
his, with the result. that after a 
great deal of intemperate emotion- 
alism, including the antics of a hot- 
headed boy artist, the girl and the 
count, who talks like anything but, 
decide thev’ll pair off. 

In the meantime the lovesick lad 
has tried to commit suicide, but he 
wins a prize for a painting and, even 
if he lost the gal, that evens things 
up. 

Jean Riddell, who presents the 
play, does Lady Jane Maitland, and, 
together with F. Mortimer Mitchell 
as her lord and Erminie Nadeau as 


the girl, gives the best perform- 
ances Stanley Hearst overacts 
badly, and Raymond Kelly is far 


from the sort, especially with his ill- 
fitting dress clothes, that could 
prosper as a lady killer. It is espe- 
cially true of the entire cast that 
the acting suffers from affectedness. 
Apparently put together here as 
reasonably as possible, settings are 
very simple. The scene represent- 
ing Lord Maitland's Paris suite is 
entirely out of order for a lord 
Char. 





Coast Show East 

Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Charlotte Greenwood reopens “She 
Couldn't No” at the Dufwin, 

Oakland, Feb. 16, for two weeks. 
Bryant Washburn is expected to 
join the company, trouping east via 
| Denver, Kansas City and St. Louis. 
The show goes into the Erlanger, 
Chicago, April 19. 


Say 


-MENNEILEY, L. A.-ERLANGER 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11, 
Floyd Menneiley is resident man- 





the poet's wife and takes her side, | 


agreeing to defend her 
rights in court and the 
band lets the situation go on, puz- 
zled, but hoping that the situation 
that balks him may be clarified that 
way. 

A before-marriage woman friend 
of his sees the situation more clearly 
and explains to him that the social 
formula wife is crushing him and in 


property 
poet hus- 


ager for the. Erlanger interests, re- 
{placing Val Kennedy, who leaves 
|March 1. 

Menneiley will manage the Bilt- 


;more theatre and supervise opera- 
tien of the Mason. At present he 
is managing the Boulevard for Fox 
West Coast. Prior to arriving here 
he was manager of the Lyceum, 
| Rochestee, N. ¥. 
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” OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS | 
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FLYING HIGH 


Boston, Feb. &. 


A musical comedy in two acts and 14 
acenes; book by B. G. DeSylva, Lew Brown 
and Jack McGowan; songs by DeSylva, 
Brown and Henderson; musical numbers 
staged by Bobby Connolly; book staged by 
Edward Clark Lilley. Al Goodman conduct- 
ing; production by George White; opening 
at the Shubert theatre, Boston, Feb. 3. 


| ative. 





Fileen Cassidy.......e.eee0. Grace Brinkley 
TMD DICT OER. ccccoccecesece Pear) Osgood 
TOG BOGOR. ccccccccceccececess John Barker 
Gordon Turner...cceeeess Henry Whittemore | 
Os todeous 0b00 04006606 b6-0060 ken seek Eaeene 
SEE Seine 0.4:4.46 6040006060668 Dorothy Hall | 
ee |) re re Russ Brown |} 
DE DINE, 8.06 écc ces cbeudsies Kate Smith | 
POUCH FPO 60 0.6500 66tecscsecaee Bert Lahr 
PERIOe TORUS 6:0066006606306600% Fred Manatt 
Ben BRON 2 00860060 ceseeseeces Robert Lewis 
Bete CMMRIOGs sc ctcceceesedcuccees Jack Bruns 
BPSCiGity..« sccevceccoaceves Gale Quadruplets | 


if George 


White succeeds. in 
speeding this musical up a few 
more notches, it will probably be 


popular with those who raved over 
“Good News,” “Held Everything” 
and “Manhattan Mary.” 

The book is quiet, two or three 
changes in cast are imperative, and 
ever since opening night the blue 
gags have been gradually deleted, 
as it became more and more ap- 
parent that the hope for the show 
was speed, humor that was rough 
but not raw, and a featuring of a 
great chorus and a wow of a score. 
Bobby Connolly is on the job with 





White and the probability is that 
the show will hit New York in fair 
shape. 


Bert Lahr is the backbone of the 
show, with Kate Smith a supporting 
surprise. This huge comedienne, 
galumphing around the stage 
in a low comedy part, but with 
a voice that loosens the win- 
dow-panes, and doing some endur- 
ance dancing that brings down the 
house, will probably prove an ideal 
foil for Lahr’s equally robust com- 
edy. 

The story opens like a straight 
comedy with two girls on a rooftop 
of an apartment house. Overhead is 
a mail plane which bursts into flame 
and the pilot lands on the roof in a 
parachute. Thus starts the love 
theme, with the first comedy being 
the return of Pearl Osgood with 
epsom salts instead of smelling 
salts. From here the plot moves 
to the Newark airport, where the 
hero and the villian are to com- 
pete for a solo endurance flight for 
a fat side bet. Ultimately the com- 
edy mechanic (Lahr) goes up alone, 
when the plane starts by accident 


and he breaks the world record 
without refuelling. It’s that kind 
of a book. He crashes when he 


lands and the hero has no plane for 
the contest. The sweetheart then 
raises $18,000 from some vague 
sugar daddy (just like that!), buys 
the hero a new plane, and he wins 
the bet for the finale ensemble. 

Pearl Osgood, a soubret with 
gorgeous figure, is turning in a 
smart performance that establishes 
her as a real comedienne. The Gale 
Quadruplets are a novelty that will 
stand exploiting, and they certainly 
look the part; also they can really 
dance. Grace Brinkley is the hero- 
ine, and John Barker the heroic 
aviator, neither being outstanding. 

Show is using 32 girls and 24 boys, 
with the medium weight girls not 
extremely undressed but unhar- 
nessed to an extent that may indi- 
cate an attempt to start a new 
vogue in dance costuming. It cer- 
tainly doesn’t look accidental. Cos- 
tumes are good and scenery lavish, 
although White hasn’t cashed.in for 
the maximum possibilities for trick 
effects such as the burning aero- 
plane and the final race between the 
two planes. Connolly’s dances are 
all set but not as climaxy at pres- 
ent as they will be after another 
week’s drilling. 

The score is right, with “I'll Know 
Him” being plugged for the theme, 
“RedeHot Chicago” the jazz shout- 
ing feature, and “Without Love” the 
big ensemble number and probably 
the best all-around bit of the show. 

The ticket office men have been 
over twice and are at present in the 
mood for a heavy buy, despite apa- 
thetic Boston business. They base 
their judgment on lobby chatter. 

Lahr is finding that he can be 
just as funny without the rough 
stuff, and it looks at this writing 
as if “Flying High” will land in New 
York reasonably clean and with 
enough added speed of performance 
to carry it over for a long-pull suc- 
cess—although not a smash prob- 





ably. Libbey. 


YOU DON’T SAY 


Atlantic City, Feb. 10. 

Mary Hay made her first appear- 
ance in Atlantic City tonight in 
neither an original or refreshing 
musical called “You Don't Say.” 
Production bears all the signs of 
having been assembled in Cain’s, 
and the plot matched the trappings. 
Jules Leventhal is credited as the 
producer, 

It tells of a wealthy young man 
who, in order to dodge a summons 
tor speeding because he faces a 30- 
day sentence, gets a stranger conve- 
hiently passing by to take his name 
and place for one month for $1,900. 
The hero then assumes the role of 
his butler, who he has fired that 
Same morning. As it turns out, the 
Teal butler has been corresponding 


iner and Smith circus, and when he 
|} was a manager with the old Harry 
| Williams show out of Pittsburgh. 





and promising marriage via mail to 


a pretty country lass who pops up 
and mistakes the hero for her 
fiance. Just to make matters a lit- 
tle more complicated, a feminine 
cousin of the hero enters the scene 
and accepts the stranger as her rel- 


Situations unravel just as easily. | 
There are some reminiscent tunes, 
and a troupe of terpsichores show 
no inclination to sing or step. Miss 
Hay does several solo numbers 


man with Sweeney & Alvidos min- 
strels. 


Eugene Walter stunned the town 
with such sexy plays as “The 


| Easiest Way” and “Paid in Full.” 


at 42nd and Broadway. 





which are just so-so, and Joe Dona- 









hue, brother of Jack, does his best, 
which isnt enough in this case. 
Weintraub. 
San Francisco, Feb. 11. 
Farce with mus‘c In three acts adapted 
from Viennese f Julius Horst at Green | 
Street theatre 29. Presented by Sid | 
| 


Hugh Metcalfe 





2st t Blossor 
ZC Carol Winston | 
or Taylor Graves‘ 
Olivette..ccccccccsccccccccce Conny Carlisle 
cnt insevasehsedoasaeds see Hugh Metcalf: 
Madame MAaxene..ccccccoesesesed Anna Closs | 
Champonnet.ssss ssesseess.-Gerald Heather | 
WUC 640s 6406s oemeehegnacseeneses Gene West 
Francine. ...-cccece eleceeee-Maren Fleurnoy 
Bert Ralston. .cccccccscccccess Jack Lindsey 
PE «'6bo.n040008006000000005 Larry Cook | 
PIOERStll.. ciccccées eodseecece Gudy Swanson | 
ATIMUNG «2 ccccccccvccenesecees Bruce Payne | 
First Gentleman....ccccecs Rudy Schneider } 
Second Gentleman....eceee..- John Malipass | 
First Officer.....cee eoeee---Reek Feliziani | 
Second Officer...... Coccccscccecs Lee Fulton | 
Sid Goldtree brought “The Peep- | 
hole” over from Vienna and put it} 
on with songs at his tiny Green 


Street theatre. 

To say the story~is risque is only | 
half of it. Its suggestiveness bowled 
over even the most hardened pa- 
trons and everyone expected to see 


the cops around the plavé before 
the second night was under way. 


Particularly aS they had just got 
through raising no end of fuss over 
“Bad Babies.” 

Up to the beginning of the second 
week no gendarmes had put in an 
appearance and business was grow- 
ing. 

The situations and plot go the 
limit in risqueness but the nine 
songs scattered through the three 
acts are clean. Several of them 
look as if they might develop into 
hits, particularly “You’re So Sweet” 
by Larry Yoell and Bob Spencer 
and ‘‘Maybe, Baby” and “Love” by 
Helen d’Asalena. Opening night 
the audience didn’t quite know 
what to make of the mixture. They 
read double meanings in lines in 
the songs when there were none 
there. Since the show was risque 
the songs must be the same, was 
their apparent reasoning. At any 
rate, the musical numbers do a 
great deal to offset the dirt. 

In plot “The Peephole” 
along the general 
Green Street farces, 
it has two couples. One, the hus- 
band, is an amorous cyclone. In 
the other the husband is a complete 
dud and his wife has brought him 
to Paris to undergo an operation. 

The two couples, a gtgolo and a 
peephole resort furnish complica- 
tions that test police leniency, but 
supplies uproarious amusement to 
the frequenters of this house whose 
policy has been well advertised. 

The action is interrupted at 
various points to permit the play- 
ers to go into a song. Besides the 
three already mentioned there are 
“33-34,” “Don’t Forget,” “Within 
Your Loving Arms,” “What’s Come 
Over Me” and “I’m In Love With 
You, Cherie.” 

As usual Hugh Metcalfe dom- 
inates the cast, playing the role of 
the over-amorous husband. He is 
ably seconded by Taylor Graves as 
the other husband. Joseph Kemper 
gave a nice performance of Chicot, 
the Paris gigolo. Among the women 
Conny Carlisle ranked first, partic- 
ularly with her singing. Betty 
Blossom and Gudy Swanson also 
did very well. The balance of the 
cast was fair and included Larry 
Cook, Jack Lindsey, Bruce Payne, 
Carol Winston and Maren Fleurnoy. 

Rivers. 


Things Have Chansed Since 


(Continued from page 48) | 
' 


follows 
lines of other 
For a premise 


j 





were a hoofing team on the small 
time. 


Sam Scribner had out the Scrib- 


Rove Sydell was considered a reali 
“queen of burlesque.” Miss Sydell | 
is now living in Brooklyn. | 

_ ; 

Marty Shea (Feiber & Shea) | 
booked the Sunday shows at the 
Columbia, New York. } 





I. H. Herk was a lithographer out | 
in Chicago, 





Louis K. Sidney managed the 
Nemo, N. Y., for Fox. 

Elmer Rogers managed the old 
Union Square for Keith's in 14th 


street. » 


William L. Wilken was an endj{ 


j}out on the old pier 


|railroad to move the troupe from 


Louise Groody and Bobby Watson 


were in a Gus Edwards floor show 
jat the old Marlborough hotel cafe. 


Joe Laurie, Jr., and Alene Bron- 


son carried a framed wedding li- 
cense to keep from being thrown 
out of boarding houses. 

Atlantic City was the champ try- 
out spot for the “Follies’; when 
Young’s hotel had that good old 
| beer on tap; when many acts tried 


and later be- 
came headliners. 





The boys around Hammerstein’s 
Victoria used to hire a room at a 
nearby hotel and shoot dice. Many 
an act on the bill ended. behind the 
eight ball Saturday night. 


Sam Lyons was the clerk in 
Coney’s best known drug store, and 
known as “Doc.” 





Tommy Purcell, of the original 
Yacht Club Boys, was a boy prodigy 
and fiddled with his father’s con- 
cert company. 


Lester Allen was a circus clown. 





J. W. and R. L. Gorman operated 
the Gorman Circuit of yaude houses 
and amusement parks with 27 con- 
secutive weeks from Bangor, Me., 
to Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Ed Talbott’s Hippodrome, St. 
Louis, was the ace vaude house of 
the southwest. 


Jack McGowan was in vaudeville 
with Leeta Corder in an act he 
wrote himself. 


Nellie Breen, her dad and sisters 
and brothers, were the VWuggling 
Breens. 





Tom Gorman, of Pathe, was with 
the white tops, as was Ray Elder, 
Duke Mills and Burns O’Sullivan, 
RKO house managers. 


Ethel Shutta worked in front of 
the olio with her father’s tent show. 





The late Clyde McArdle, the 
George M. Cohan of New England 
stocks, was a boy tenor. 


William B. Friedlander 
staged and produced floor 
in Texas honky-tonks, 


wrote, 
shows 


Grace Hayes and Dale Winter 
sang in Colisimo’s, Chicago. 


Benny Fields and Benny Davis 
worked in the same combination 
in a Loop cabaret, Chicago. 





Ruth Etting was a chorus girl in 
a Windy City flogr show. 





Miss Patricola was making a 
name for herself in the Green Mill 
Gardens, Chicago. 


Johnny Burke tried to change his 
piano solo at the finish of his mono- 
log during a Winter Garden show. 
After rehearsing it for weeks he 
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Adolph Zukor had a small office | 





imuffed it and they almost had to 


ring down on him, 


The late Pop Bloom threw a sack 
of mail into the baggage car of a 
Shubert show train to compel the 


Ogden, Utah, to Frisco during the 
railroad strike. 


the group figured that the 


cause the production showed below standard. 
fare out there. 


news of her $3,000 salary for Lew 
York. Her sister, Pilar, also a dan 
her sailing via Paris Jan. 29. 
Surprise to Spanish showmen is t] 
variety stage there a few years age 


Leslie’s “International Revue” 


mer rn norm — an oe en 
7 = 
side Stuft—Legit 
(Continued from page 55) 
extra patrons drawn in were dead loss be- 


So stage struck film cuties 


Rector’s, Healy’s, Reisenwebers | When a committee of Equity people went to Albany to urge amend- 
,and Jack’s were the hangouts. ment of the Wales Padlock law, which would eliminate players from 
scaetinatiierian | arrest where immoral performances are alleged, two unusual incidents 

A man in San Francisco closed|resulted. The Codes Committee voted the bill out in the presence of 
his saloon one night in 1874 to al- ithe delegation. The action of the committee was credited chiefly to the 
low a lady in the rooms above toj|impression made upon it by Genevieve Rubelle representing Chorus 
die quietly, and then sued her heirs | Equity. . ;, 
for $350 for the favor. Miss Rubelle is from » coast, an alumnae of a California university. 

smnpipeesain Her address to the legislators was the clincher. Miss Rubelle has ambi- 

‘ | ti ; for i age ‘eer and sought chorus work as an entering wedge. 

Grace La Rue (La Rue and Alene) | @0Ms tor a Sta sondbeullthe ° a ee 

=e ead ix “Phe Dainty Duchecs”| Following the publicity attendant to her Albany impression, she is sald 
upprcarcu iii a 21% AJEAEILG A-UCLs mm . 

have ‘-eceived ffers for work 
burlesque show. to have 1 Vea 0 . 
La Argentinita surprised Spanish show people in Madrid with the 


in New 
er, and two musicians accompanied 


at La Argentinita was a star of the 
>, and it was thought that she had 


retired, not having appeared in public there for some time. This is her 
second American tour, her first being in 1926. 

Despite the impression, Flo Ziegfeld is not under written agreement 
with Sam Goldwyn for picture direction. Other than Zieggy’s interest 
in Goldwyn’'s forthcoming talker production of “‘Whoopee,”’ there is no 
understanding between the two. 

A contract was proposed by Goldwyn to Zieggy, with the latter stall- 
ing. Its first term of five years was reduced to three, then two, then 


one and then forgotten. 


Only objector, Western Union. 





When “A Wonderful Night” takes to the road from the Majestic this 


week, it will be preceded by a com 
It requires about 30 hours to set 
advance will start working on the 


plete extra revolving stage. 
up the revolving stages. Crews in 
Sunday prior to each opening date, 


the stage being ready by the time the sets are unloaded from trucks. 


“The Apple Cart,” which the Theatre Guild will bring to Broadway, 
Feb. 24, has the longest first act ever written by George Bernard Shaw. 


It runs 90 minutes. 


Nearest competitor to this among Shaw’s creations 
is the first act in “The Doctor's Dilemma,” 


which runs 57 minutes. 





(Continued from page 1) 
begin to frame their joints this year 
they will be visited by this commit- 
tee of five, who will pass upon the 
quality and the merits of the attrac- 
tions on the inside and will check 
up every attraction bannered on the 
outside. License Commissioner 
Bracken of Brooklyn is to take the 
word of the brothers and will be 
guided by their decision in issuing 
licenses to showmen. 

And the reform wave may hit the 
joints, too, which will make it even 
tougher to meet the terriffic nut 
they get per front foot at the 
chumps’ paradise, Buy-backs, 
gaffed joints, and cash prizes will 


be a thing of the past and they may | 


even give you an honest count on 
a roll-down. 

Such practices have been hurting 
the reputation of the Island, they'll 
tell you. Some of the business men 
have been trying to raise the tone 
of the place and make it a class re- 
sort and they say these unscrupu- 
lous showmen have been holding 
them back. 


WIVES’ OPERA FEUD 


(Continued from page 1) 
fear is a decadence and a diminish- 
ing of popular interest. 

Upon her recent retirement from 
the Metropolitan, Amelita Galli- 
Curci criticized opera as old-fash- 
ioned and stale. Such statements 
by prominent persons connected 
with opera in general, not just the 
Metropolitan, have become increas- 
ingly numerous and have started 
much controversy. 

In Italy Pietro Mascagni, com- 
poser of “Cavalleria Rusticana,” has 





recently announced that he will stop 
writing operas because of condi- 
tions brought about in opera 
through backstage politics and 
managerial incompetence, 

Arturo Toscanini, mentioned as 
impresario of the second New York 
opera if it materializes, was in New 
York for a couple of months in the 
fall as guest conductor of the Phil- 
harmonic Symphony. He is famous 
for conducting without music in 
front of. him, knowing every part 
and note of all the major scores by 
heart. 








Some People Knock on 
W ood—Others Buy 


Accident Insurance! 





| JOHN J. 


DO YOU KNOW that over $4,000 
people are killed by accidents in 
the United States every year? 


DO YOU KNOW that ten times 
as many people are killed and 
injured than die from natural 
causes? 


Buy Accident Insurance 
Now—Tomorrow May 
Be Too Late! 





KEMP 


Specialist in All Lines of 


INSURANCE 


551 5th Ave., New York 
Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 


SERVICE FROM COAST TO COAST 
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RCA Starting Huge Commercial 


RADIO—MUSIC 


Wednesday, February 12, 1930 








Network in Europe — Current 


Paris, 


network | 


in | 


General broadcasting is done 
France by half a dozen stations 
located in Paris, including one in 


in the prov- 
in Lille, 
Mar- 


Tower, and 
stations located 
Lyons, Bordeaux, Grenoble, 
seille, and Juan-les-Pins. 
Broadcasting organizations, which 


the Eiffel 


inces by 


are under government supervision 
but independently managed, are} 
entirely dependent on the revenue} 
derived from advertising on the air | 
as in America, 

Advertising and plugging are 
done in such crude fashion they 
often cause unpleasant reaction in 


Instead of an- 
instance the 
is broadcast- 


the listening public. 
nouncing that, for 
XYZ Soap Company 
ing a certain number, all the soap | 
company arranges to have broad-| 
cast between numbers is some such | 
announcement as “Buy XYZ ote ll 
} 
| 
' 


As such advertising announcements 
are more and more encroaching on 
the broadcastin,z schedule, and since | 
the entertainment is only given as | 
a bait for such advertising and}! 
cost reduced to a minimum, the 
listening public, whenever possible. 
tunes in London or Daventry 
(England) for jazz music; or Vienna 
and Prague fo- classics. 


To shave broadcasting costs, 


gramophone records are frequently | 


used. When real performers get 
on the air, cut salary is compen- 
sated by the oft repeated announce- 
ment of their name. 


2,000,000 Listeners 

In spite of such broadcasting, the 
French are exceedingly fond of 
radio. There are fully 2,000,000 lis- 
teners-in in France among 40,000,- 
000 inhabitants. Equipment may be 
obtained for as little as $40, and it 
is possible to tune in on neighbor- 
ing countries with a $120 set. 
Price range up to $800. 

French broadcasting, using vari- 

ous wave-lengths,- is not very 
powerful. No station in Paris ex- 
ceeds 1,500 kilowatts. The most 
powerful in France, at Bordeaux, 
is 3,000 kilos, considerly under the 
new Rome station (RCA-Italo). 
. This Rome station, under Italian 
Government control in alliance with 
RCA, will be one of the spokes of 
a gigantic commercial broadcast- 
ing network in Europe in which 
RCA is interesting itself now. 

In Russia, two more such sta- 
tions are being readied for open- 
ing, this probably coinciding witi 
a $1,000,000 blanket hook-up _ be- 
tween the Soviet film industry and 
RCA Photophone for the use of 


RCA sound-recording and repro- 
duction equipment. Elmer E. 
Bucher, a vice-president of RCA 


Photophone and chiefly a commer- 
cial merchandizer, is currently 
“surveying” the field here. 

RCA “Casting Eyes” 

RCA, through its National Broa4d- 
casting Co. in America, has_ long 
cast eyes at Europe as a field for 
commercial expansion, Last sum- 
mer both David Sarnoff, now the 
president of RCA, and Merlin Hall 
Aylesworth, president of the NEC, 
came to Europe for a personal study 
of radio, with a frank eye to its 
commercial possibilities, not alone 
in England for English products 
but generally on the Continent. 

Same condition as in France was 
found by the radio experts: the 
kilowattage weakness and variance 
of wave-lengths calls for complete 
reorganization. From that came 
the idea of building new key sta- 
tions at points north, east, south 
and west, in that wise blanketings 
the Continent. 


Rome, Jan. 24. 

New Rome broadcasting station 
of 50 kilowatt power is admittedly 
the highest powered radio broad- 
casting post in Europe, and is only 
equalled by two American stations. 
Engineer Edmund Laporte of the 
Radio Corp. of America, built the 
Rome station for the Rome Broad- 
casting Co. 

Station is on 441 meters and is 
heard all over Europe. A new short- 
wave station is shortly to be in- 
augurated near Rome which will 
duplicate the concerts and programs 


a aE anne 


Feb. 2. | 
ae — | 
Capitalizing upon the general in- | 


gigantic | 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Peculiar early spring radio situa- 
ition has caused one station, WLS, 
to order 500 seats which will be} 
sold for 25c to visitors who come 


|} months. 


| with 


Inferior Programs as Wedge 





RADIO ADMISSIONS 


ferior quality of radio broadcasts in | 
Europe, RCA has started what prob- 

ably will develop into a 
commercial broadcasting 


i Tesmams i 
ili «.urop< 


WLS In Chi | 
Tax on Rural Rubbernecks 


to watch the show. 

Ideu was put in effect last week 
when it was discovered that the 
spring horde of visitors were out- 
of-towners who, passing up the- 


Puts Two-Bit Peep | 





Ukelele Honored 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Musicians’ local has ruled 
that radio players o_! ukeleles, 
mandolins, guitars and accord- 
ions come under the juris- 
diction of the union. 
This goes into effect im- 
mediately. Those who do not 
join are out of jobs. 


L.A.’S REMOTE CONTROLS 
MUST HAVE MUSICIANS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

















Radio stations broadcasting by 
remote control in the future will 
have a minimum of 10 musicians, 
following threats of a walkout on 
part of the Ioecal 
union. This applies_to class A sta- 
tions. Stations in class B will only 
have to employ six men. The salary 


the musicians’ 





atres, came to visit the radio sta- | 
tion and once-over the folks they | 
had listened to. during the cold | 
Other stations report as 
high as 1,000 visitors on Week-ends 
plenty of folks standing in 
line to get a peep at the ether acts. | 


N. B. C. ADDS TO NAMES, 


HAS BIGGEST AIR LIST 


sy 


N. B. 
tract list, containing the names of 


fall artists held under exclusive con- 


tracts for radio and all other en- 
gagements, shows an increase of 27 
over the previous issue and a total 
jof over 120 names. It is the largest 
llist of talent under exclusive con- 
|tract to any theatrical organization 
in the country. 

Floyd Gibbons, Grantland Rice, 
| Phil Cook and Bob Sherwood are 
among writers to have _ recently 
signed N. B. C. exclusive contracts. 
They are classified as speakers or 
“specials.” Other new additions to 
the two classes are Harry Edison, 
Bob MacGimsey, Pickard Family, 
Frank A. Arnold and Dick Grace. 


New dramatic names exclusively 
playing for N. B. C, are DeWolf 
Hopper, Rosaline Green, Harvey 


Hays, Percy Hemus and Katherine 
Tift Jones. 

Pauline Haggard, soprano; Car- 
mela Ponselle, contralto; Reinald 
Werrenrath, baritone; Earl Waldo, 
basso; Milton Cross, tenor, all 
classy concert and operatic names, 
are other new contract artists, Also 
Andy Sannella, saxophonist, and 
Sam Herman, xylophonist. 

New announcers are George Hicks 
and Snedden Weir, latter doubling 
as a baritone _ soloist. Rosario 
Bourdon, Harry Horlick and Cesare 
Sodero have been placed under ex- 
clusives as conductors. New N. B. C. 
band is Howard Phillips’. 





Bargain Sets 


Illustrative of how the market has 
dropped out of the radio merchan- 
dising business are the sales in 
radio shops around town. Old 
models, but never used, are marked 
as low as $3, $4, $5 with tubes extra. 
Quite good-sized and_ standard 
makes in earlier models go from 
$15 to $30. 

A cabinet radio priced at $175 a 
year ago is available for $49 with 
many other similar slashings, 





Cohan CBS Super 


Edwin K. Cohan is the new tech- 
nical supervisor of the Columbia 
Broadcasting system. 

Cohan in 1918 was radio engineer 
for the Panama Canal Commission. 
His first station connection was with 
WOR. 





of the 60-kilowatt 
short 


station on a 
wave of about 75 meters. 


er is expected to be heard prac- 
tically all over the world. 

Inauguration is expected about 
February 1. Station was built by 
the Marconi Co. 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


Radio manufacturers are stepping 
out for foreign business. Figures 
compiled by the Commerce Depart- 
ment disclose that total exports of 
last year ran to over $23,000,000, as 
against the previous year’s total of 
about $10,000,000. 

Biggest competitors are England 
and Germany. Canada’s American 
purchases alone are about $10,500,- 
000. 





C.’s latest confidential con- | 


This station, with 12 kilowatt pow-° 


for 10 men will cost the station $550 
weekly. 

The threat of a strike was made 
after a number of stations had dis- 





charged their orchestras to cash in 
by using hotel orchestras via re- 
mote control and getting the pro- 
gram free for plugging 
Most of these programs have been 
sponsored by national oil compa- 
nies, who pay the station heavy for 
the broadcast. Until this time re- 
mote 
all profit for the station. 


ex sete callnichdinebieanbsts 


French Lyricists’ Idea 


Paris, Feb. 2. 

Minor lyric writers are agitating 
to obtain increased rights for 
mechanical use of foreign sale of 
| the songs for which they wrote 
| lyrics, even if they sold these out- | 
| right. 

Mechanical rights of music pub- | 
lished in France previous to 1917 
are unprotected if there are no 
lyrics, but fully protected other- 
wise, 





LYRIC WRITER’S CLAIM 


_——- -~ 


Seitman Holds Up Sale of Cecil 
Arnold’s Song 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Ceci] Arnold, composer of a song 
ealled “Beautiful Sweetheart,” ob- 
tained a temporary injunction here, 
restraining Joe Seitman, lyric writer 
with Universal, from interfering 
with the sale of the number and 
f _m claiming 50% royalty on it. 

Miss Arnold alleges that she first 
submitted the song to U, which took 
it under option and proceeded to 
change the title and lyrics. It was 
twice altered, Miss Arnold claims, 
winding up with Seitman, who called 
it “You Told Me.” 

U eventually decided not to use 
th: song and returned it. She then 
took it to Metro, where it underwent 
more changes, but when Metro was 
ready to buy, Seitman stepped in 
and claimed he was in one-half be- 
cause of his work on the song. 

Meanwhile Metro is holding off 
buying the number until the matter 
is straightened out. 





WMCA COMPLAINT 

Complaint of WMCA against 
WGBS, in which it is alleged the 
latter station is not entitled to its 
present broadcasting frequency, will 
be aired by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission in Washington Feb. 20. 
Both stations are in New York. 

WMCA believes it should have the 
frequency allotted to WGBS. It will 
attempt to prove its programs are 
more deserving. 





Atlass CBS Chi Mgr. 

H. Leslie Atlass has been named 
manager of the Chicago office of 
CBS. 

Stuart Eggleston was announced 
as western sales manager. 





King In Par-Publix Hour 
Dennis King will be heard in the 
Paramount-Publix weekly hour on 
the Columbia chain Feb. 15. 





Hylton’s Scandinavian Tour 
Copenhagen, Feb. 1. 
Jack Hylton’s band has been 
booked for a tour of Scandinavia 
commencing in April. He opens 
here, 





Lyman in Parade 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Abe Lyman and his band will be 
spotted for an act in “Paramount 
on Parade,” talker. 





the hotel. | 


control broadcasts have been | 











The Air Line 


By Mark Vance 





DEPT. JUSTICE LEARNS 
OF RCA’S 3,500 PATENTS 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


Department of Justice has at least 
found out one thing concerning al- 
leged monopoly by RCA in the radio 
industry. Something is that RCA 
still owns or controls about 3,500 
patents. 


Whie infarmatin _T Sar 
£liS iniormation was given 


Con 
gress via the Interstate Commerce 
Committee of the Senate by John 
Lord O’Brien, assistant to the At- 
torney General. Throughout’ the 
hearings on the Couzens’ bill before 
this committee on a proposal to 
have all communications under a 
new commission, whenever there 
was a lull in the proceedings some 
one would go after the “radio 
trust,” with RCA named as being it. 

Finally ‘the committee wanted 
something on it from the depart- 
ment, so O’Brien submitted a rather 
lengthy letter stating that the de- 
partment was still investigating. He 
described the case as one of the 
“most complicated ever undertaken 
by the department.” 

O'Brien also claimed that though 
the Federal Trade Commission had 
certified the results of its five-year 


delve into the same alleged trust, 
this “complicated” condition - still 
exists. 


Department has tried to influence 
RCA in several ways to let go, but 
to each such attempt the answer has 
come back that the corporation was 
acting strictly within its rights un- 
der the privileges granted by the 
patent laws. 

O’Brien expects to file a detailed 
report with the committee within 
three or four weeks, as he believes 
the case will then be in such shape 
as to justify some sort of action— 
either to drop it or bring suit. Gen. 
James G. Harbord, chairman of the 
board of RCA, appeared before the 
committee on the same day 
O'Brien’s letter arrived. He said 
nothing on it, confining his testi- 
mony to the proposed merger of 
British and American communica- 
tion systems. 


Bellows C. B. S. V-P 


Henry A. Bellows, who has been 
advisory counsel for C. B. S. and 
head of the advisory board of its 
Farm Community network since 
November, has been made a vice- 
president. 

Bellows also is head of the 
Northwestern Broadcasting Co., op- 
erating WCCO, Minneapolis. Form- 
erly was a founder-member of the 
Federal Radio Commission, 








Germany’s “Revelers” 
Berlin, Feb. 2. 


Germany's Revelers, known as 


Les Abels, a quartet similar to the 


American Revelers, are becoming 
popular on the Polydor disks. These 
are German made records. 

The Abels sing the latest pops 
in German, but are as carefully or- 
chestrated as the Victor quintet. 





STAMPER OFF FOX LOT 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Among the first of the music 
writers to reach the picture col- 
ony, Dave Stamper turned in his 
Fox contract last week. He has 
gone to New York for a brief rest. 

Stamper’s agreement was for two 
years, with six months yet to go. 
Known as a_e class composer, 
Stamper balked at jazzy composi- 
tion, this leading to the break. The 
composer is said to have opened 
negotiations with another large stu- 
dio before departing for the east. 





FAMOUS’ OWN L. A. OFFICE 
Hellywood, Feb. 11. 


Famous Music Company has 
separated operation of its Los 
Angeles office with Harms. Here- 


after it will be conducted as an 
individual distributing office for all 
Paramount picture songs published 
under the Famous label. 

Eddie Janis takes charge of the 
new Famous office here. 


All Saints Band Suit 


New Britain, Conn., Feb. 11. 
Thomas Barbieri is suing Raf- 
faele Macri of Meriden for $300, 
for services of his band during ob- 
servance of the Feast of All Saints 
in Meriden last August. 








Outstanding event on air was the 
appearance of Mme. Galli-Curci on 
RCA Victor hour (WEAF). Her 
voice came over beautifully. The 
musical embellishment was splendid. 
Nathaniel Shilkret did some excel- 
lent directing. “Request numbers” 
on Atwater Kent’s program (WJZ) 
ran more to numbers that have not 
been popularized by picture themes. 
Sounds strange. 


Sherwood on WJZ 


Bob Sherwood and his Dixie Cir- 
cus on WJZ goes merrily on. Looks 
a permanency. Honolulu Melodists 
(WMCA). Hawaiian outfits all 
sound alike. Jan Garber orchestra 
one of the best air bets on WMCA. 
Raybestos Twins (WEAF), short of 
gags but long on songs. Cities 
Service concert (WEAF) manages 
to hold its own with air competi- 
tion. Vocally improved by Jessica 
Dragonette, formerly with Philco 
program. 


May Singhi Breen and Peter De 
Rose (WJZ) bully feature. Old- 
timers in point of air service, re- 
liable and entertaining. Only 15 
minutes for Ben Bernie and band 
via WJZ on a Chi hookup seems 
short for an air program of this 


sort. Brevity of period didn’t give 
the maestro much chance to wise- 
crack. 

The Natural Bridge program of 
“Famous Loves” (WJZ) may look 
great on paper but it doesn’t hold 
much tension. For most part pretty 
dry stuff. “Curtain at 8.15”. on 
WRNY is just as dry. WRNY sure 
could stand a lot of improvement. 

Eskimos Dependable 

Harry Reser’s Clicquot Club Eski- 
mos (WEAF) can be depended upon 
for flashy banjo soloing, thanks to 
Reser himself. Alpha and Omega 
Opera Co. on WEAF is a new one. 
It’s a colored layout with 10 min- 
utes of opening talk that submerges 
the period completely. Rosamund 
Johnson’s musicians supplied the 
musical phase. 

Another new air combo was the 
“Great Day” Singers that were heard 
during the Lyons & Lyons period on 
WABC. The introductory sounded 
blah but their later efforts came 
over much better. Johnny Burke 
was for L & L but was just warm- 
ing up when he had to bow out. The 
period not as hot as the opening 
one. Kinney orchestra (WOR) 
pleases in spots. Emil Velaszo, or- 
ganist, WOR, effective. 


Spook Period 

“Mystery House,” on WEAF, skid- 
ded in its effort to send the chills 
up and down the splinal cords. It 
was followed by the radio adapta- 
tion of “The Beggar on Horseback” 
(Kaufman and Connolly) which was 
directed by Cecil Lewis, the British 
studio director, announced = as 
“guest director.” Lewis acquitted 
himself with credit. Cast seemed 
jumpy in picking up cues due to 
the knowledge of running on time. 


(Continued on page 67) 





Lopez at Pavilion? 


Vincent Lopez may have the 
opening summer’s engagement at 
the Pavilion Royale, on the Merrick 
Road, Long Island, 

If consummated it will be on a 
salary basis. John and Christo are 
negotiating with Gene Geiger, man- 
ager for Vince. But $500 difterence 
at present. 





RED STAR ADDITIONS 


Three more out of town repre- 
sentatives have been engaged by 
Pat Flaherty for the Red Star (Fox) 
Music Company. They are Robert 
Earle, who will cover the south- 
ern territory with headquarters in 
Atlanta; Tom Houston in Phila- 
delphia, and Carl Moore, Boston. 

Sammy Wigler, formerly with 
Metro’s music department, moved 
into the Red Star offices last week. 





OLSEN’S OWN 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Upon George Olsen and band cone 
cluding the current indefinite en- 
gagement at the Hotel Roosevelt, 
Olsen will start a nite place of his 
own in this film village. 

No location is reported, but it is 
said the rendezvous will seat 700. 
The only place of that capacity 
around here is Sebastian’s Cotton 
Club. 





Harry Ruby Returning 
Hollywood, Feb. il. 

Harry Ruby expects to wind up at 
Radio this week after finishing tle 
book on “Radio Revels” and return 
to New York, 

Ruby, of the Bolton, 
Ruby music writing combo, 
west for the one picture only 
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Threats, Losses 
Grow in 5 & 10c 
Lyric Sheet War 


First attempt at prosecuting 
sources of the song sheet supply 
was taken by the M. P. P. A. last 


week when Morris Shapiro and 
Samuel A. Cohen, owners of the 
Darby Press, and Harry B. Paul, 


owner of the Rexall Press, were ar- 
raigned before U. S. Judge Thomas 
and held in $5,000 bail. Indictments 
were presented against the men by 
District Attorney Charles Tuttle. 
Trial will be held tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) in the U. S. District Court. 

if the mén are found guiliy, Judge 
Thomas pointed out during the ar- 
raignment, it would be of a federal 
misdemeanor, which carries penalty 
of $1,000 fine and one year in jail. 
Song sheets containing from 50 to 
100 lyrics are sold for 5c and 10c. 

The song sheet racket has reached 
a more serious and troublesome 
proportion than the publishers and 
protective society originally feared. 
Of late the racketeers have been 
making threats against anyone try- 
ing to interfere. 


John G. Paine, chairman of the 
M. P. P. A. board, last week re- 
ceived an anonymous communica- 


tion calling his attention to the fact 
that a meddler had been stabbed in 
Brooklyn. Letter warned him to lay 
off, on threat of the same treatment. 
Similar warnings were sent to 
Commissioner Whalen and District 
Attorney Tuttle. 

Chicago racketeers are acting 
even tougher than those in New 
York. A private detective engaged 
to run down the printing plants by 
the M. P. P. A. was told by a gang 
of guerrillas. “There are two kinds 
of weather in Chicago—hot and 
cold. Which do you want?” 

Milton Weil, Chicago publisher 
and memeber of the M. P. P. A., 
started action to rid Chicago streets 
of the hawkers and caused them to 
lose approximately $7,000 through 
the proceedings. Shortly thereafter 
three gangsters, claimed by the 
M. P. P. A. to be members of the 
Capone clan, ordered Weil at the 
point of a gun to make good their 
losses or take a ride. Weil replied 
that he had no money. The gunmen 
forced him to sign an agreement 
giving them permission to use all 
his songs for their sheets. Later 
Mayor Thompson issued an execu- 
tive order classing sellers of the 
song sheets as public nuisances, and 
instructed the police department to 
arrest any of the pirated song sales- 
men. 

National Coverage 

In New York, states Paine of the 
M. P. P. A., the racket is apparently 
controlled by two gangs, one of 
which has a national coverage. Evi- 
dence of rivalry is seen in many 
street brawls occurring in various 
sections of the city. Paine claims 
that Paul of the Rexall Press, now 
under indictment, is responsible for 
the nation-wide distribution. 

The headquarters of the other 
gang is not known. Authorities in 
Pittsburgh have advised the M. P. 
P. A. that a Philadelphia group is 
supplying New York territory with 
the sheets. It is stated the Philly 
group is composed of carnival men 
and circus racketeers. 

No doubt that the lyric sheet 
racket has made potent inroads in 
the sale of legitimate sheet music. 

Legit sales have dropped more 
than 25 per cent. Composer. are 
also hit, with smaller bulk royalties. 

Radio created the market for these 
song sheets. The melody is learned 
via air, and from 50 to 100 lyrics 
may be purchased from the vendors 
for 5 and 10c. 

In New York the song sheets are 
sold for 5c. Same sheet is sold for 
10c in other territory. 

Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 

Many Milwaukee dimes have been 
handed over for song sheets brought 
to this city by Chicago racketeers 
a week ago. 

Three Chicagoans blew into town 
with 5,000 copies to start things off 
and sold out in a harry. They re- 
turned with 10,000 more and sold 
them to local newsboys for two cents 
a sheet. Sales were great until po- 
lice stopped the outsiders from sell- 
ing without street trade permits. 
Newsboys were instructed that sales 





would be permitted provided the 
Song sheets were not displayed or 
pushed. 


Restriction made sales drop and 
the Chicago boys blew, urged by the 
police depat tment. 


| HERB BROWN’S SOFT JOB 


| 
| Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
| Nacio Herb Brown has just re- 
turned from New York where he 
made a contract with Radio Music. | 
It breaks up the Brown-Arthur Fried | 
|; combination in existence at M-G-M; 
|for a year. The Radio term is for 
two years at a high weekly guaran- | 
tee against his royalty account, with 
distribution likely by Feist’s. 

Brown is to have his own publish- 


| ing company by the deal. He will 
be privileged to choose any lyric | 
writer for collaboration. Brown is | 


also permitted to write for any pic- | 
ture company and release his songs ! 
through his own publishing concern 
to any distributor or itself. 

The deal was made by Rufus Le 
Maire, who accompanied Brown to| 
New York 

Edward Eliscu, who recently col- 
laborated with Vincent Youmans, | 
has been engaged by Radio Music to | 
work with Brown in the immediate | 
future. | 

Arthur Freid, teamed by M-G-M 
with Brown, has a new two-year 
contract with M-G-M. 


| 





Foreign Musicians in 
France Carry New Cards 


Paris, Feb. 2. 

Prefecture de Police has issued 
new orders to theatrical managers 
that all foreign musicians must hold 
a “worker’s card,” like any other 
foreign laborer. 
ready in possession of such an of- 
ficial permit te work in France, is- 
sued by the Department of Labor, 
must not be employed. Those al- 
ready engaged in any orchestra 
must obtain the card immediately, 
or be discharged. 

This regulation 
bands and managers, latter 
subject to a fine if employing a 
worker without the card, which is 
not the ordinary identity card. 
Many foreign mvsicians are engaged 
here in bands without this work- 
er’s card and the French Musicians’ 
Union, in view of the large number 
of French members now without 
employment, has taken the matter 
up with the authorities. 


applies to all 





WHITEMAN’S STAGE DATES 


at 





“Jazz King” Nearly Finished 


Universal 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Paul Whiteman with his orches- 
tra will open Thursday (13). at 
Loew’s State here, playing the fol- 
lowing week at Fox’s, San Fran- 
cisco. Each of the stage engage- 
ments will be at a guarantee with 
a split percentage over the average 
gross. 

Whiteman’s Universal special mu- 
sical talker, “The Jazz King,” was 
finished in its first outline last week. 
The Whiteman bunch will go back 
to the lot March 1 for retakes and 
insertions. Finale, called “The 
Melting Pot,” is causing colversa- 
tion among the locals who have 
seen it. 

“The Jazz King” is due to open 
on Broadway next month. 


David Braunstein of the Pelham 
Heath Inn, Bronx, is dickering with 
Paul Whiteman as the musical at- 
traction for his roadhouse for three 
months commencing April 15. 

Hitch at present as reported is 
the terms, with Whiteman demand- 
ing a percentage, and also that the 
guarantee for the full term be de- 
posited in advance. 


Ladner’s Royalty Idea 


Ottawa, Can., Feb. 11. 
| L. J. Ladner, M.P., is again pre- 
paring his amendments to the Cana- 
|dian Copyright Act for the consid- 
|eration of the Canadian Parliament, 
opening here Feb. 20. vadner’s 
amendments would enable the Per- 
forming Rights society to collect 
royalty on British music played in 
Canadian theatres without registra- 
tion of the thousands of selections 
at a fee under Canadian regulations. 
Measure was sidetracked by the 
| Canadian house last year. 








Herman Schenck, formerly 
i\Shapiro-Bernstein, has been en- 
igaged by Pat Flaherty as coast rep- 
resentative for Fox's Red Star Mu- | 
sic Co. 

Eddie 


to cover 





been engaged 
of Detroit. 


Peterson has 


the vicinity 


_ AND RADIO CONTRACT 


Any alien not al- | 


being | 


| wi 


SCHENCK’S RED STAR POST | 


with | 


Valencia, 





| 
| Music by Mail 





Previous to the opening of 
Warner pictures in key cities, 
each critic in the city will be 
mailed a set of music regulars 


{ 


of the songs in each produc- 
tion. 
Idea originated with Sam 


Serwer, handling exploitation 
for the Warner publishers. He 
believes the songs will go over 


better if they are not heard 
cold, and hopes enough of them 
can read music to make the 
thing worthwhile. 

First picture to be given this 
extra plug is “She Couldn't 
Say No,” slated for release 
Feb. 14 











|ALL PUBLIX MANAGERS 
TO LEARN SONG PLUG 


Paramount will train the 1,400 
Publix managers and assistants in 
the art of song plugging for exploit- 
ation of all songs used in Para- 
mount films. Idea is to boost sales 
of the songs as well as gain added 
publicity for the picture. 

Staff of the Famous Music Co., 
jointly owned by Paramount and 
| Warners’, but operating solely as an 
outlet for Paramount songs, will be 
kept at @ minimum, with barely any 
additions made to the present staff. 
Murray Press, in charge of Famous 
Music for Paramount, will have the 
road representatives of Famous 
make the rounds of Publix man- 
agers and teach them how to plug 
the songs. 

Among other things, house men 
will be shown how to tie up Par’s 
tunes with the neighborhood music 
stores and how to get them plugged 
on local radio stations. 

Publix music department also is 
| engineering various plans designed 
; to assist In the marketing of music 
in the theatres. A list of the 10 best 
| sellers of music from pictures will be 
| furnished all Publix houses weekly 
| where sales counters are installed, 
' 
| 





with J. Scott Middleton, head of the 
|department under Boris Morros, 
catching all new pictures and with 
consensus of others arriving at the 
selections. Theatres will be notified 
of the songs prior to general release 
of the pictures, this advance bally- 
hoo to plug the songs being designed 
to push them as hits... 
| Also planned is a catalog of Pub- 
lix records as a give-away to pa- 
trons purchasing music (sheet form 
or on wax) in the lobbies. This will 
list numbers recorded by Publix. 

Special numbers from stage shows, 
for exploitation in the unit houses, 
are to be furnished as a part of the 
general plan in the Publix music 
merchandising scheme. 

Sheet music and record dealers 
are also being urged by _ pub- 
lishers and record companies to 
| make the most of all music from 
| talkers through special exploitation 
|and tie-ups with theatres. Advance 

record and music lists to dealers 
everywhere emphasize importance 
of merchandising music from pic- 
tures in the most effective manner, 
with as heavy a plug behind prod- 
uct as can be arranged. 


Fox Would Settle with 
_ Over-Manned Song Staff 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Fox has requested three-fourths 
of the songwriting staff to accept 
settlements on their contracts, as 
the Fox music department is glutted 
with writers. 

After rejecting the proposition, 
the following songwriters accepted 

















settlements: Byron Gay, jurke, 
| Pease and Nelson. 
. + . 
Tiffany’s Music 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Carlton Kelsey, music director for 
six months at Tiffany studios, has 
resigned. He will shortly align 
ihimself with one of the larger pro- 
ducing companies. 

Tiffany in future will farm out its 
scoring and musical synchroniza- 


hae 
| tion. 





ALEX BUNCHUK ELEVATED 
Alexander Zunchuk, musician 
with Loew’s, and brother of Yascha, 


jis being elevated to post of guest 
|} conductor, 

He opens Saturday (}'eb. 15) at the 
Jamaica, and later will 
| play in ali the other Loew de luxers, 


|} including the Capitol. 


conductor at the Capitol, New York, | 
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New Copyright Bill Favors Owner 
In Bargaining for Mechanicals 








‘Besides Music, Includes 
and Troupe of 85 to Havana 


Paris, Feb. 2. 

No wonder some French music 
publishers make money, when 
French impresarii help them do 
| business. Rottenbourg and Goldin 
are responsible for the export, 
mostly to Italy and Spain, of over 
150,000 copies of “Valencia” and 
90,000 copies of Chevalier’s ‘‘Valen- 
| tine.” 

This same firm’s export activity | 


extends in all directions from send- 
ing new scenery to the he 
atre, Hamburg, Germany, 
icompany of 85 to play the Havana 
National theatre, Cuba, 


} 
| liansa 
} Aetiioe 





INDIE PICTURE FIRMS 
AFTER MUSIC REVENUE 


Indie picture producers are trying 
jto cash in on special theme songs 
j;and other music in talkers the same 
las the larger companies. using 
special tie-ups with publishers to 
nandle music. 

Thus far, with indies proceeding 
cautiously on talker output, there 
has been no direct indie acquisition 
of a publishing house to guarantee 
output, nor have songwriters been 
| placed under contract. A producer 
| Source in the east declared Holly- 
| wood {is filled with songwriters who 
jcould be nabbed for pictures indi- 
| vidually where theme music is 
| wanted. 

Where at first 
jusing any music they 
to go along with their 
synchronized product, now 
lcomposers are being called 
individual jobs. 

“The Rampant Age,” indie talker 
jmade by Continental Pictures, has 
“Life’s Like That” as its theme 
song, and “Phantom in the House,” 
another Continental production, had 
“You'll Never Be Forgotten.” Both 
are being published by Shapiro- 
|Bernstein under a_ special tie-up 
iwith the company. 

Continental is planning to use 
and have published theme and other 
music for all its pictures containing 
numbers. 





the indies were 
could pick 
talkers 
special 
in for 








Jolson Dictates 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


of the songs he sings in any talker. 

This was the agreement on his 
Warner made pictures, and the 
same provision is incorporated in 
Jolson’s contract with United Art- 
ists, which includes four pictures 
after the final one for Warners. 

Jolson is probably the single star 
of the picture colony with such an 
agreement. 





' Promoted by Stock Mgr. 


Augusta, Me., Feb. 11. 

A combination summer resort and 
school of music is to be established 
on Lake Messalonskee in Kennebec 
County. Students of both sexes 
may pursue their musical studies. 
Intention is to give public concerts 
and recitals, making the music 
camp a culture spot in the Maine 
woods. 

Willard H. Cummings, one of the 
owners of the Skowhegan dramatic 
stock company, is behind the new 
venture. Capital to the amount of 
$60,000 is available to establish the 
music camp to be modeled some- 
what along the lines of the Na- 
jtional Band and Orchestra camp 
|conducted each summer at Inter- 
| lochen, Michigan, by Joseph E. 
| Maddy. 





| ROCHESTER UNION TROUBLE 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 11. 

No agreement has as yet been ef- 
| fected in the controversy recently 
raised by the musicians’ union when 
|Publix brought Walter Davison’s 
| Louisville Loons into the Piccadilly. 
Union demanded the band be 
withdrawn and tochester musi- 
cians only be employed on the stage 


, dais. 

| Both sides are trying to arrange 
a settlement. This week is the 
,; band’s third here, 


| FRENCH FIRM’S EXPORTS 


Scenery | 


and a/| 


or | 


Al Jolson designates the publisher 


$60,000 Maine Music Camp 


Feb. 11. 

A new bill has been introduced in 
4 t House (HR 9639) by Chairman 
| Vestal of. the patents committee to 
repeal the mechanical clause of the 


Washington, 


the 


j 


present copyright law, 

Measure as now presented does 
away entirely with every previous 
attempt to placate the mechanic 
manufacturers, dropping the provi- 
sions of the previous bills which 
| brought in the Copyright Office as 
a place to record transactions be- 


tween copyright owners and the re- 
| producing companies. 

Under the old bill of last session 
| (HR 13452), if the copyright owner 
lentered into an agreement 
price for reproduction, that was to 
|be recorded here in Washington. 
All other reproducers were then 
automatically granted the right to 
manufacture under the same terms 
as the first agreement. This is now 
| out entirely. 

In the old form the bill was favor- 
|ably reported by the committee, but 
was blocked on every occasion when 
|it was reached on the calendar, in 
spite of all the efforts to get it 
through. An appeal was even made 
to the Rules Committee, but noth- 
ing was ever done. 

Now, it is evidently the attitude 
of Mr. Vestal and the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, behind the measure, to 
throw all compromising overboard, 
The new bill kills the present two 
cents royalty clause plus the right 
for all to reproduce when one man- 
ufacturer is granted that right. 

New measure consists of but two 
| sections, the only move at compro- 
mise being that an extra proviso is 
added making the new proposal, if 
enacted into law, to only affect mu- 
| sical works written and copyrighted 


az +n 
as ‘ty 





after the proposed effective date, 
July 1, 1930. 
Gene Buck, president of the 


American Society, was here Satur- 
day and was very enthusiastic as to 
the chances of getting it through 
before adjournment now scheduled 
for June. 

Buck expects that the bill will be 
introduced in the Senate by Senae 
or George Moses, Republican leader, 

With the new proposal enacted 
into law, the copyright owner would 
be given the right to bargain for his 
royalties and to also have exclusive 
control of reproduction. 

Incidentally, the present law is 
the only statute wherein price fix- 
ing is resorted to in the arbitrary 
2-cent clause. 





Musicians’ Holiday Law 
Answered by Wiring 


The Hague, Feb. 1, 

Groningen, northeastern Holland, 
has passed a local by-law favoring 
theatre musicians, especially those 
in picture houses. New rule makes 
it a municipal mandate to accord 
them a weekly holiday. 

Cinemas countered by wiring with 
cheap equipment and dispensing 
with the musicians entirely. 





U’S 50% OF NEW FIRM 


Picture Producer on Verge of Deal 
with 3-Firm in N. Y. 





Universal City, Feb. 11. 

Negotiations are on between Unie 
versal and the music publishing firm 
of Hartman, Kent & Goodman of 
New York City, for the picture com- 
pany to acquire 50% interest in the 
new publishing concern. 

It will be for a concession to act 
as U’s official music publisher. 

The deal is expected to be closed 
this week. 





. 
Society’s Verdict 

American Society was awarded 
the right of representing all the 
publisher members during an action 
for infringement of copyrights. De- 
cision was given last week by a 
U. S. District Court in Missouri, 
| Society commenced action against 
the Knickerbocker Dance Studio, 
Kansas City, for using copyrighted 
|numbers without the necessary li- 
cense. Attorney for Knickerbocker 
filed a motion to dismiss the suit 
jon the grounds that the American 
| Society was one of the plaintiffs 
land not a necessary party the 
determination of all the issues ine 
volved. The court then made its 
sruling Kknowagj. 
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By Bill Swigart 





Hollywood, Feb. 8. Siete ago to plug for Piantadosi. 


Latest reports concerning bands | Splitting of 
the coast show that an ar-, mere 


along 
rangement between the Carr Broth- 
ers’ 
been made whereby the two bands 
will alternate between the Casino at 


Agua Caliente and Max Fisher's 
cafe in Los Angeles Alternating | 
schedule calls for two-week en- 
gagements by each band...George 
Fabrigot’s band folds at the Hall's 
Chinese restaurant next week and 


is being booked for an eastern tour 
by Patrick and Marsh 
Conrad and his El Patio 
aggregation are doing much to pack 
Los Angeles’ biggest ballroom, 
while Tou Travellor at Ocean Park 
is doing much to draw customers to 
the beach ballrooms...Owen Fallon 
and his Californians are playing to 
heavy matinee and evening crowds 
at the Wilson ballroom...Abe Ly- 
man is kept busy covering mileage 
by playing a triumvirate of band 


..Cooney 


dates at Paramount studios, M-G-M 
and nightly at the Chinese theatre 
-..-Paul Whiteman determined the 
number of friends he has in the 
picture colony when he celebrated 
his first anniversary over the air. 
Assisting were Lew Cody, Jack 


Oakie, Madge Bellamy, Lola Lane, 
Mildred Harris, Richard Arlen, Lil- 


lian Roth and June Clyde. All 
gave their services gratis to the 
coughing cigaret company...Ray 


West recorded three numbers in one 
day for a Pathe short. 


The number of out of town song 
publishers and their representa- 
tives making their appearance here 
last week read something like a 
convention register. The influx was 
started by Bernard Prager, sales 
manager for Robbins. He was fol- 
lowed by Bill Wiemann of Marks 
and Bernard Pollack, sales manager 
for Witmark’s, now here, while 
Harry Engle of the Davis, Coonts 
and Engle firm made a trip here 
Sr but four days. 





Latest changes in the local mu- 
sic publishing offices report the 
Famous catalog being divorced 
from the Harms office and handled 
independently by Eddie Janis, for- 
mer manager of the Harms office 
here. The Harms catalog will be 
represented by Artie Mehlinger, 
who came out here less than a 


orchestra and Max Fisher has | 


Witmark office for another year, 
iwith the publishers holding an op- 
tion on his services for a second 
year...Billy Burton has been ap-| 
pointed in charge of the Ager, Yel- | 


ballroom 


Harms and Famous 
was brought about by the 
| Paramount studio executives, who 


claimed that Paramount picture 
songs were not getting adequate 
lrepresentation through the Harms 
office. Their list of current plugs 
now consist of “Sweeter Than 
Sweet,” “Dream Lover,” “My Love 
Parade.” “If I Were King” and “If 
I Have to Have pf Agee .Art 


Sewartz will remain with the local 


lon & Bornstein office here, replac- 
ing none, as the office has been in- 
active for many months...Ben Ber- 
tian of the DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 
derson office here is being swamped 
with numbers by the recent acqui- 
sition of the Stept and Green cata- 


log and the new production num- 
bers of White’s “Flying High” 
show. 





Hollywood’s wandering musicians, 
familiar figures on every studio set 
in the cld silent days, have re-ap- 
peared at the Radio studios to act 
as emotion doctors for stars and 
players who need the soft music to 
bring out their emotions for a bet- 
ter performance. The Radio studios 
have reverted back to the old prac- 
tice of assigning “set” musicians to 
each producing company. 


Victor Baravelle has renewed his 
contract as musical director for 
Radio Pictures. 


More than 122 musicians and 80 
voices are being used constantly in 
the production of “Viennese Nights” 
for Warners. This is the first orig- 
inal screen operetta to be composed 
by Sigmund Romberg and Oscar 
Hammerstein. 

Price in Miami 
Miami, Feb. 11. 

Georgie Price suddenly departed 
from vaude and hopped down here. 

He opened at the Club Lido last 
(Monday) night. He remains there 
for four weeks. 





Keating Doubling 
Fred Keating will double between 
“9:15 Revue” and the Casanova 
Club. 
He opens at the club the end of 





this week. 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








(_ IRVING AARONSON | 
and HIS COMMANDERS 
“RED STANLEY” and PHIL SAXE 


AT 
ROMAN POOL’S CASINO 
Miami Beach, Florida 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
8 SEASONS ON BROADWAY 
En Tour 
Opening Soon at the Million Dollar 
Arcadia Bailroom, B’way and 53rd St. 
Management 
CHARLES SHIRBMAN, Salem, Mass. 


VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Summering at the 
PELHAM HEATH INN 
Pelham, N. Y. 


Ooubling at the 


€ ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


‘ AND HIS MUSIC 


» ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
%  HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 












































| THE BRICK TOPS | 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 








FROM DETROIT 
JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 
Exclusive Management 


Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


[. B.A. ROLFE | 























Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 
Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 











oa VICTOR RECORDS Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 
ARTHUR WARREN ||; ANSON WEEKS | 
AND HIS AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


‘Park Central Hotel Orchestra 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 
New York, Now in Main Le ae J Room 
Met. Variety Music & Entertainment 
1482 Broadway. New York, Suite 711 





/PAUL WHITEMAN| 








And His Greater Orchestra 


Now Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal 
Personal Rep.: JAS, FF. GILLESPIE 


Now in Third Year at tne 


HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 


San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 





Will Operate Alone 
Contrary to report, David Braun- 
stein mdintains he has no deal on 
for a partnership iy Pelham Heath 
Inn, 


Braunstein intends to operate 
alone and is negotiating for two 





bands to split the summer, 





Fingerprint Hostesses 


Assemblyman Spencer Feld 
last week introduced a bill 
in the state legislature which 
if passed will require all 
hostesses and dance instructors 
in New York to be licensed 
and finger-printed starting 
July 1. 

Annual license fee under the 
bill would be from $5 to $25. 
Assemblyman Feld lives in 
New York City and is from the 
23d Assembly district. 











Mopping Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Federal prohibition department 
here has announced that abatement 
will be instituted 
against all Twin City night clubs 
where liquor is brought into the 
establishments and consumed by 
guests. It is also planned to jail all 
such patrons found carrying liquor, 
on charge of violating the prohibi- 
tion law. 

M. L. Harney, Federal prohibition 
administrator for the northwest, put 
the policy into effect last week, 
when he stationed prohibition 
agents in all leading night clubs. 
Harney said he not only proposes 
to start arresting the customers 
within the next few weeks, but also 
will call on them to testify in abate- 
ment proceedings against the night 
clubs and cafes. 


preceedings 


ROAD TOUGH FOR OPERA 


Chi Troupe Finds Few Towns Will- 
ing to Underwrite 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Chi Civic Opera Co., now on tour, 
is facing one of the worst seasons 
of its career. Few towns will un- 
derwrite the showing despite the 
fact that every available man and 
woman from the offices of the com- 
pany is now on the road trying to 
get the music societies and business 
men to come in with a guarantee. 

Coupled with this is the serious 
opposition from S. Hurok’s German 
Grand Opera Co. In nearly every 
stand of the Chi company Hurok 
is two weeks ahead, with his show 
coming in underwritten. 





Wants Royalties Held 


Will Mercer Cook, former Am- 
herst college student, who claims 
to be the author and composer of 





the song “I Love You,” applied in 
Suprerme court Monday for an in- 
junction restraining Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co. from paying royalties 
on the sung to Art and Kay Fitch 
and Bert Lowe. Royalties are al- 
leged to now total $2,500. 


Cook brought suit last July, al- 
leging that he originated this song 
in 1923 while at Amherst, and that 
it was featured there at social func- 
tions and became popular through- 
out the East. Cook claims that in 
1926 the Fitchs copyrighted it un- 
der the name of “Dear Little Girl 
of My Dreams,” and that in 1928 
the copyright was assigned to 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., who again 
copyrighted and published the song. 

Publishers filed an answer as- 
serting that if Cook ever had any 
rights to the song, he assigned them 
to the Robbins Music Corp. in 1928. 
They say the Fitchs wrote the song 
prior to 1924, and that they first 
performed it successfully in 1922. 





LIFT BAN FOR SYMPHONY 
Quincy, Ill., Feb. 11. 


Musicians’ Union, Local 265, has 
raised the ban on the Empire, rated 
unfair, and will permit the Cleve- 
land Symphony Orchestra (union) 
to appear there March 13. 

Affair arranged by the local Civic 
Music Club. 





“Susanna’s” Publisher 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Differences between Franklyn 
Warner, producer of “Oh, Susanna,” 
and the authors over the choice of 
a music producer, have been settled 
with Warner agreeing to allow Al- 
fred Hustwick, lyricist, to publish 
the numbers. 

Harry G. Neville, local publisher 
and owner of the sheet music de- 
partments of Platt Music Company, 
will distribute, 

Schipa for So. America 
Tito Schipa leaves in May for a 
six months’ concert tour through 
South America, 
He will ba accompanied by his 





entire family. 


Night Club Reviews 





LITTLE CLUB 


Miami Beach, Feb. 8. 

Picture pretty society girls sit- 
ting on the laps of the boys in the 
orchestra of a miniature night club 
with a capacity of 50 people in the 
club proper, and two small booths, 
not unlike Pullman compartments, 
capable of holding 20 other guests. 
That’s the Little Club. 

It is a wind-up retreat, situated 
at the north boundary of the Carl 
Fisher properties and a stone's toss 
from Deauville. No couvert charge, 
and there’s a small room in the rear 
with three tables for gambling. It 
is operated by Billy Shannon, once 
a jeweler, and he has _ virtually 
transformed the place, formerly the 
Jungle Inn, into a jewel box. 

Club has a floor show and the 
Ross Allen orchestra, last year at 
the exclusive Bath Club. Five 
young men in the band, highly pop- 








WB TRIO OUT 





Two Sides to Washington, Magid- 
son and Cleary Being Off Lot 
Hollywood, Feb. 11, 
Bobby Crawford, acting for De- 
Sylva, Brown and Henderson, did 
not renew for Warner’s with Wash- 
ington, Magidson and Cleary, song- 
writing trio. His explanation was 
the firm’s need for taking care of 
other writers under contract. 
Writers explain their exit as due 
to a refusal to sign at their former 
salary when each had been prom- 


ised a raise of $100 weekly. 


Quebec Liquor Profit 


Quebec, Feb. 11. 

Quebec Liquor Commission re- 
ports sales for year at just over 
$27,000,000 with $8,000,000 net profit. 
This is record. 

Gross receipts since commission 
formed eight years ago have been 
$165,292,432. Increase for past year 
and record stated due to U. S. tour- 
ist trade. 

In five past years sales of wines 
has increased 125% and _ spirits 


31%. 





BLIND MUSICIAN’S COMPLAINT 


New Britain, Conn., Feb. 11. 

reorge Peters, blind orchestra 
leader, had his employer for two 
weeks haled into court and fined 
for not paying the musicians. 

Peters, of Plainville, was engaged 
to play with his band at the Silver 
Slipper inn. The following Satur- 
day was just another day in the 
week. Following Saturday also was 
withdut salary. Peters had a war- 
rant issued for Ludwig T. Naylor, 
proprietor of the inn. Justice 
Hewes slapped a $100 fine on Nay- 
lor. 





YACHT CLUB REOPENING 


Phil Green and Billy Walsh have 
taken over the old Yacht Club at 
117 West 48th street. They will 
reopen it Feb. 20 under the name 
of Night Boat, 

June Day, for the past few years 
playing in the Plantation Club, 
Paris, will be the feature attrac- 
tion at the Night Boat. Musical at- 
traction will be Vic Irwin’s band. 


2,000TH PERFORMANCE 
Toledo, Feb. 11. 


Paul Spor, m. c., now in New 
York, on return will conduct a spe- 
cial show marking his 2,000th local 
appearance, 

This is believed an endurance 
record for a Publix m. c. 








A. F. of M. Elections 


Local No. 802, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, has elected Dan- 
iel Bruno and Conrad Henri as del- 
egates to the A. F. of M. conven- 
tion. 

Other elections are: Louis Wolff 
as delegate to the Central Trades 
and Labor Council; Joseph Abra- 
hams, Michael Briglio and Edward 
Urbach as members of the govern- 
ing board; Harry Bennett, Maurice 
Bernhardt, Joseph Briglio, 
Bruno, William .A. Deutsch, Dome- 
nick Fantilli, Max Frey, Henry M. 
Kielgast and Jack Zimbler as mem- 
bers of the trial board. 





Harms’ Coast Office 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Harms music firm, controlled by 
Warners, is opening an office here in 
tle Warner Theatre bldg., with 
Artie Mellinger in charge. 
Mellinger was with the Pianti- 





dosis firm. 


Daniel 











ular with the debbies. This spot 
is perhaps the smallest club in the 
country, little larger than the check- 


room of any of the regular joy 
haunts, 

Club depends mostly on the 
Deauville patrons, either overflow 


or afterflow. Despite its non—couvert 
policy, it frightens away the prole- 
tariat. There are but two waiters 
and a manager aside from the pro- 
prietor. In the rear are three 
croupiers, also the office of the own 

er, which is decorated and furnished 
with rare tables, chairs, rugs and 
tapestries. All guests are invited to 
inspect the office. 

Floor show consists of Ann Alli- 
son, a very good toe dancer; Rita 
Well, blues’ singer, and Frankie 
Hvyers. Show is dainty and quite 
in conformity with the environs. 

Rounders shouldn’t miss this spot 
3est time to visit is after two, al- 
though any hour after is good until 
morning. 


CLUB FOREST 


New Orleans, Feb. 11. 

“Smiling” Henry Berman is the 
floormaster of the new Club Forest, 
which is turning them away nightly 
and tops the South at present in 
point of popularity. Berman doubles 
as host and m. c., keeping things 
going at a fast clip, and is a potent 
factor in aiding a more than aus- 
picious result. 

With the Forest the show is inci- 
dental as far as its financial end 
proper is concerned, but it is on a 
par with those of the best night 
clubs and entails quite an expense. 
The $1.50 cover, including a meal, 
means the Forest is about breaking 
even on the cabaret. Sporting rooms 
immediately adjoining make the 
gold mine. 

Julia Gerity is highlight of the 
floor show. She is properly placed 
at the Forest, her booming voice and 
cheery manner being perfectly at- 
tuned to the environment. She is 
set to remain for the balance of 
the winter. The Castles, rather 
smart dancers and quite personable, 
rank much above the average team. 

Rita Delano has clicked with the 
clientele, but Frankie Meadows, 
brought down from New York, 
seems not to have sensed local re- 
quirements. Berman stands out in 
his specialty, while Charlie Fish- 
bien and his orchestra, which in- 
cludes that great pianist, Buzzy 
Williams, are plenty hot. 

Club Forest is being maintained 
by M. Karger. Samuel. 











A CHOP HOUSE 
(F EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


———— East of Broadway ——=s 








Director of Music in the 
Hotel Manger Grill, located 
where New York meets Broad- 
way, is already a radio favor- 
ite over stations WEAF and 
WJZ. 

The fine discrimination he em- 
ploys in his choice of tunes 


accounts for his great popu- 


larity. On all his programs 


“WHEN I'M LOOKING 
AT YOU” 


Lawrence Tibbettts sensational hit in 
“The Rogue Song,’ is a _ consistent 
feature. 














Carlton Kelsey 


Director Music 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
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Wednesday, February 12, 1930 


OUTDOORS 








ao 


ED. SHIPP FORMING NEW 
SOUTH AMERICAN SHOW 


Edward Shipp, formerly part 
ewner of the Shipp & Feltus Cir- 
eus of South American fame, is or- 
ganizing El Gran Circo Shipp on 
his own for a tour of Central and 
South America, where circuses can 
win plenty of dough, The trick as 
mow being organized in New York 
by Shipp, who is understood to have 
promoted part of the bank roll here, 
will be about the equivalent of a 
five-car circus in America, traveling 
by boat and rail on the tour, but will 
not travel on its own cars, that not 
being customary in those countries. 

James Douglas, son-in-law of 
Shipp, will be general agent and 
is now blazing the trail for the op’ry 
which leaves New York by boat at 
the end ef Fefruary. Shipp is tak- 
ing a man from Duffy’s El Capitan 
theatre, Los Angeles, along for 
treasurer. Essie Fay and her horses, 
Moe Aarons and other circus at- 
tractions from America will sail 
from here with Shipp and his fam- 
ily. Guttenberg’s got a play from 
Shipp, many of the costumes for 
the minstrel show, the spectacle and 





the street parade having been 
bought there. 
Shipp knows the territory he 


plans playing like a book. He ex- 
pects to be out for three years. 

He will use a 110-foot round top 
with 50-foot pieces of side wall. 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Paddy Harmon was re-elected to 
the board of directors of the Chi 
Stadium. No changes and no state- 
ment to the press on annual elec- 
tions. 





t 

Fred Buchanan is the best posted 
Shriner in Iowa. Has had many 
speaking dates this year for lodges. 

Peru, Ind., sold out every local 
paper containing notice of death of 
Jerry Mugivan. Requests from all 
parts of the U. S. 





Geo. Meighan addressed the 
Cleveland Traffic Club last week. 


Rubin Gruberg made a bid for 
services of Arthur Hopper while in 
Chi. Hopper is still slated to take 
the general agentship of the Rob- 
inson circus. 


Cc. W. Finney will be Floyd King’s 
partner this season if successful in 
floating the Cole circus, now in 
hands of National Printing Co. 


Three new circus books soon roll 
from the press. M. Willson Disher 
of London will bring out “Circuses.” 
Robert Sherwood also has another 
titled “Hold Your Hosses; the Ele- 
phants Are Coming,” while Clint E. 
Beery, chairman of the Circus Fans’ 
Association, is working on one to 
be named “The Annals of the Cir- 
cus.” 

Mabel Stark is the feature of an 
article by Francis Beverly Kelly in 
Collier’s of Feb. 8. A whiz of an 
article. Miss Stark is now in Cali- 
fornia breaking new acts for the 
Barnes circus. 





A guy with a yen for knowing 
things in Chi has figured there are 
159 carnivals that are not afraid to 
let the world know where they are. 


He hasn’t the dope on how many 
hide out. 
National Printing Co. in Chi. is 


asking $6,500 cash to release the 
Cole Bros. circus at Brehemn, 
Texas. 


J. A. B. Hossick has filed suit 
against the Ringling Corp. for two 
years’ salary, which he claims is 
due him on contract. 

Frank Braden, formerly general 
press representative of the 101 
Ranch, will not be with that show 
this year. Braden and R. M. Har- 
vey, general agent of the show, have 
conferred recently but without re- 
sults. Braden has not trouped 
with an outdoor attraction in sev- 
eral seasons. 


tooneys, 
Family 
Gal- 


Flying Floyds, Riding 
Hodgini and the Martini 
to the Shrine Indoor Circus, 
veston, Tex. 


Oscar Lowande is still operatinga 
small circus on the island of Cuba. 


Sammy Lawrence will manage 
concessions on the Rubin & Cherry 
Model 


Shows. 





Frank West announced he would 
not have any sting’em stores so he 
kissed the Braden boys good-bye in 
a most friendly way. The ann@unce- 


méent brought a laugh from the 
fraternity, but when the Braden 
boys showed up on the roster of 


Cole’s Concession Profits 


Chicago, Feb. 11, 

Check-up here by the National 
Printing Co. of money possibilities 
of the Cole Bros. Circus, reveals 
that last year, with the season a 
month and a half short, the circus 
took nearly $50,000 on the conces- 
sion end. No question but that the 
circus, now in Breham, Tex., will 
go out early in March, even if Na- 
tional has to bankroll. 


TURTLE RACE CIRCUIT 





Ponca City, Okla., Feb. 11. 
R. M. Harvey and Zack Miller 
plan to breed 50,000 turtles for races 


to be staged in auditoriums and 
halls throughout the country. Miller 


on his farm here now has about 10,- 
000 turtles. 

Each turtle, numbered on its back, 
is sold for $2 to participants. The 
holder can win plenty if his num- 
ber will cross a given line. Elimi- 





ination races are staged, with a flock 


of turtles in an enlarged tub which 
has no bottom. When the tub is 
hoisted the mudders begin their 
grind, some often coming to within 
an inch of the line and then dumbly 
turnng back. After all eliminations 
comes the Derby, which pays ac- 
cording to the number of entries. 

There is no entrance fee, mak- 
ing it lawful in all states. 





Ringling-B-B Miss. Fair 
Jam Over Regina Date 


Jackson, Miss., Feb. 11. 

Ringling-Barnum €& Bailey cir- 
cus will play the Jackson Fair one 
day. Price $20,000 for the day. 

Other ‘attraction on the midway 
for the week will be Rubin & 
Cherry carnival. 

Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Ringling office here is in a huddle 
over the Regina Fair date of the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus. 

Can’t figure how they can get the 
circus into Canada under present 
routing, and still show a profit. 
Possibility date may be waste- 
basketed. 








another organization, they withdrew 
the laugh. 


The Riding Lloyds are part own- 
ers of the Urrutia & Lloyd Circus 
new in Anaigua on a tour of the 
British West Indies. 


Stathis Antonopulas, who has had 
concessions in and around the city 
of New York, including many on 
city-owned ventures as well as at 
Yankee, Stadium, died Friday. 





L. B. Backenstoe, owner of the 
chimp, Joe Mendi, now playing the 
Palace, New York, is flirting with 
the idea of returning to the carnival 
lot with something new in midway 
shows. 


With the passing of Jerry Mugi- 
van, and Bert Bowers not interested 
in outdoor show business any 
longer, Fred Buchanan becomes the 
second richest circus man still ac- 
tive 

Harry Earl and George J. Men- 
delsohn have been re-engaged for 
the press department of the “101 
Ranch.” 





N. J. (Cap) Shelton, veteran cir- 
cus p. a. has deserted the white 
tops for fiction writing. 


Jerry Mugivan is reported to have 
cleared up most of his interests in 
carnivals before his death. 

Roland Butler, formerly with the 
Sparks and Ringling Circus press 
departments, now operates a com- 
mercial art service in Boston and 
gets a heavy play fror: show press 
lagents playing Beantown. Not de- 
cided whether he'll be with one of 
them or not this season. 

Beverly White, p. a. for the Beck- 
lman Garrity carnival, got kicked 
lby his bed in Chicago when a pine- 
lapple went off next to his rooming 


house. 
| 











Rubin Gruberg went to the Tampa 
| Fair and made bids for several dis- 
satisfied attractions. 








|} Zach Miller, after a trip South, 
lis back playing cards on the front 
porch at Ponca City, Okxla. 


ON OWN FILM BUSINESS 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Yakima Canutt, back from roping 
for the Shrine circus at Toledo, is 
making his final western for J. 
Charles Davis. His 1930 program is 
to make his own series to states 
richt. 

Plans to shoot the first at New- 





MILLER-HARVEY PLAN 


| 


| hall, put it in shape, then per- 
sonally peddle it through the key 
cities. 

| ducted sales trip at about six weeks 
then back to finish his series. 


Florida Side Shows 


Reach. Feb. 8 

Aside from making the rounds of 
gay spots, there are numerous odd 
diversions for spare hours. 

One may take a ride for $1.50 on 
a sea sled at the Floridian, skim- 
ming the waters of Bis 
It is non-hazardous and thrilling. 

Or one might care to cruise to 
the coral reef on a 
boat, inspecting marine 
a trip. Lots of sport 
octopus or sharks. 
them! 

One may satisfy a yen for a gon- 
dola ride in the artificial Venice here 
at $3 an hour alone or $10 an kour 
for a party over four. 

There are the Goodyear blimps, 
continuously fn the air, which give 
one a birdseye view of the Magic 
City for $5. 

There is a veritable Coney Island 


Miami 


ayne 


glass 

life, for $3 
looking 

Try to 


below Fifth street with scores of 
concessions, exactly like Palisades 
Park, only no roller coasters or 


ferris wheels. 

In Biscayne boulevard, near the 
MacAllister hotel, are sidewalk as- 
tronomers, astrologists, etc. 

And, nearby, the public band con- 
cert. Every night. 

For sightseeing, there are buses 
which leave at Collins and Fifth for 
a glimpse of the territory here- 
about. 

You can swim at the Deauville 
for $1 if you bring your own suit; 
$2 otherwise. Sundays offer the Ro- 
man pools. You can see a man 
wrestle an alligator and a show of 
aquatic stars in all divisions. 

One may fish, 

If you go for dog races, 
the Biscayne Kennel Club. 


there’s 





Shriners’ Canada Date 


The Shriner’s Convention for the 
week of June 16, at Toronto, will be 
a very big affair this year, since 
this is the first time it has been 
held in Canada. 

Plenty of dough will be spent to 
entertain the Nobles during this 
week. One of the attractions talk- 
ed of for the date is the Ringling 
Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Cir- 
cus to play the Fair grounds, the 
price for the week being set at 
$100,000. 

Sum of $20,000 will be spent for 
fireworks. Other entertainment. 


Hoxie with 101 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
teported at this end Jack Hoxie 
will be the cowboy star this summer 
with 101 Ranch Wild West. 
This appears to dissipate the 
rumors Tom Mix might go with the 
Millers, 


Jones’ Terrible Week 


Tampa, Fla. Feb. 11. 
Week’s biz for Johnny J. Jones 
carnival on midway of fair here 
took a nose-dive. 
Booking plans now up in the air. 


AMMON IN CHARGE 
Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 
Ralph E. Ammon, Madison, has 
been appointed head of the division 
of fairs and state development by 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Markets. Ammon last year was 
secretary of the Dane country fair. 





New position places Ammon in 
charge of the Wisconsin State Fair 
ito be held here the last week in 
August 
Spark’s Show Staff 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 
| T. W. Ballenger will again 


| gen ral agent of the Spar! circus 
Dixie Engle: local 
| Arth ir Diggs car manager. 
Bruce Chesterman, who <s hand- 
led the newspaper for sume years 
will again be P. A. 


contracter and 


YAKIMA CANUTT’S IDEAS 


| 
| Canutt figures his personally con- | 


bay. | 


bottom | 


for 
find | 
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. 
$55,000 in 9 Days 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Shrine Circus, under the 
of Al Malaikah Temple, with yvaude | 
acts brought on east, | 
grossed $55,000 in nine days. 


Of that total around $20,000 
net. 








a uspis es 
from the 


was 


ED. ARLINGTON ROUTES 
ALL-MIDGET TENT SHOW! 








Edward Arlington, who used to tell 
P. T. Barnum and James Bailey 
where to play their circus, and who 
has more rece nth heen connected 
with several hotel f os in New 
} York City, now back in the 
feus business Together with a com 
| pany of 50 midgets, animals and 
i performers of note, he left on the 
;S. S. Mohawk for Jacksonville, Fla., 
| where the Lester Brothers Euro- 
jpean Circus is being organized. | 
Starting about February 20 this 


circus will play through Florida and 


come north under the routing of 
Arlington. 

Lester Brothers, in case you don't 
know, are well Known in the British 
Isles for their midget enterprises 
It is understood that this midget | 
circus is going to pay full salaries. | 

Max and Joe Kunkely are going | 





Murphy Ties Up St. Louis| 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
D. D. Murphy shows, wintering 
here, have sewed up the the circus 
lot for the next three months and 
are holding out on an offer of the 
Sells-Floto circus to use the grounds | 


for spring showing. 
Town was figured by Ringling 


date under 
of Murplty’s 
Opposition 
shut-out 


office as first spring 
canvas, but account 

move may blow stand. 
Started by Murphy to 
showing of Beckman-Gerrety, 
Wortham carnival. Both carnys 
winter in East St Louis, and try to 








make the same lot for the first 
stand. 
Auto Show on Side 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 


Robert Buchannan, of the Rob- 
bins’ Bros. circus, will have two 
automobile shows with circuses 


this season. Circus uses a separate 
tent with display of new cars, all 
admissions getting a trip thru the 
auto tent. 

General Motors Co., reported 
liking the idea, with Buchannan 
hoping to interest Ringling on some 
of his circus. The two circuses set 
are Robbins and Christy with a 
possibility of the “101” coming in 
line. Medium priced cars used. 


AIR LINE 


—— ae 


(Continued from page 64) 





While hurried the broadcast sug- 
gested possibilities of what can be 
done with stage pieces. 

Henry Burbig bobbed 
the Brown-Bilt period on WABC., 
| This program pleasing. Eversharp 
| Pencil had some good musical stuff. 
3runswick Program (WABC) 
brought Norman Brokenshire in as 
a “guest announcer.” Music typical 
of this period. Josef Koestner won 
new musical glory with his orches- 
tra during Armour program (WJZ). 

Ben Pollack on WABC had some 
soothing topical numbers. Tuneful 
Takes (WOR) talked its period into 
exhaustion. Goodwin period (WMCA) 
shifted pace. Not so much Jewish 
stuff, with a Mr. O’Hara and a Mr. 
Schultz introduced for atmosphere. 
Miss Hil), femme baritone, enjoy- 
able on WGBS. 


Major Bowes’ Family 


up during 











Major Bowes’ Family diversified 
| program and results gratifying 
WEAF. Banjo solo over great. 


Chase and Sanborn Choral orchestra 
|\(WEAF) entertaining: Ohman and 
phot mong piano playing, also good. 
Nina Koshetz’s top noting, Atwater 
Kent hour (WEAF), without a 
break. 

Market and Halsey Streets play- 
house (WOR) good in spots. A tap 
'dance was especially so. Seth Par- 
ker period (WEAF) is a contrast 
to the jazz band stuff. Almost good 
jenough for a collection. Oilmatics 
|\(WJZ) show improvement with type 


}of numbers. Collier's hour (WJZ) | 
j doi ~ usual mag pallyhoo. South 
Sea Islands (WJZ) don’t get far 
ifrom the beaten path. 

Bert Lown, now: coming into hi 
;own as far as his name on the air 
jis concerned, is showing care in his 
| Hotel Biltrnore programs from 
WAEBC. He een around the stu- 
}dios long enough ta be discer 





JONES MAY TRY CIRCUS 
"AND QUIT HIS CARNIVAL 


Tampa, Fla., Feb. 11. 


Johnny J. Jones, it is reported 


here, may quit his carnival and en- 


ter the circus field. Jones is said 
‘to have nad this plan in mind for 
some time. Many of his plum fair 
dates have slipped away. 

The past three weeks’ biz, worst 
n his his is } 

ned his. plans. Te x 
remely friendly with Jerry Mus 
van, and often discussed 

end with him He expressed a de 
sire to leave the carny field 

The Johnny J. Jones Show lost 
the Class “A” circuit of fairs in 
Northwest Canada, the North Da- 
kota circuit and also the State Fair 
at Jackson, Miss., but retains Sa- 
vannah, Ga, 

Jones plans to play Washington, 


D. C. as usual and is considering 


taking in the big cities in the East. 
There are some big spots for him 
ij to play, such as Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, Newark, Jersev City, Bridge- 
port, Springfield Worcester and 
lots of towns in New England with 
a population of 100,000 or more. 


to Jacksonville to look after the re- ‘Sunday Law Dooms Menlo 


quirements in the way of canvas. ™ 


Park and Flaming Youth 


Reading, Pa., Feb. 11. 
Flaming youth in Perkasie, Pa., 


Lot as Circus Holdout 30 miles east of this city, will have 


ito do 
; week nights. 


its flaming week days and 


Town council has re- 


passed, over the Burgess’ veto, a 
Sunday blue law. 
Ordinance, regarded as drastic, 


practically 
Menlo Park. 


puts out of business 
llenry Wilson, owner, 


| Says the park cannot operate unless 


Sunday opening is permitted. 

In retaliation Wilson is expected 
to demand the closing of the town’s 
stores, ice cream parlors and sus- 
pension of trolley service, 





Calif. Rodeos 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Southern California will have two 
rodeos during April. First one will 
be at Burbank on the 13, staged by 
Garrett and Wright, Other will be 


the annual event at Saugus April 
27, staged by Baker and Ander- 
son, 


Roy Arnold is promoting an event 
to be held in Los Angeles during 
July. 

Other rodeos to be held in Calif. 
during the season are at Sonora 
May 10-11; Azusa in June, and one 
promoted by Garrett and Wright at 
Santa Ana, Oct. 3-5. 





Chautauquas Merge 


Chicago, Feb. 11, 
Columbus Redpath chautauqua 
circuit and Chi Redpath will be 
merged this season, with W. 8. 
Rupe, general manager. Territory 
will be from Gulf to Great Lakes, 
The two organizations split in 
1914 when business was good. Both 
circuits owned by H. P. and W. Y¥. 
Harrison. 





School Build-Up for Mix 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Ringling office is readying a plan 
to have a young woman visit schools 
on the route of, Sells-Floto and sell 
ths youngsters the western lea, 
which Tom Mix will represent. 
Growth of America, the west and 
all it means will be the sum of 
the lectures the young woman will 
deliver. Femme not yet chosen, 


Bert Earle Dies 


_ Los Angeles, Feb. 11, 

Bert Earle, prominent fair con- 
cessionaire, died suddenly in a tele- 
graph office here last week. De- 
tailed report is in the obituary de- 
partment. 

Earle’s fair contracts for 1930 will 
be carried out by H. P. Bee, his 
business partner for the past 18 
months. 


JARVIS TO TRY PARK 





Arthur Jarvis, for a while man- 
ager of Luna Park, but more re- 
cently ssociated wit! orge 
‘Hamid in the operation of White 
'City park at Worcester, Mass., will 
try it on his own this season. 

He plans an an ement park at 
i'Freenort, IT I., built along the lines 
of t Westchester County-con- 

olled development at Rye, N. ¥. 
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Englewood 

Preview night remains bargain 
treat for the shoppe rs down south 
and t 1ey continue to pack the house 
for the 10 acts every Tuesday eve- 
ning Opening re the Thr 
Marvels, girls, with a nice hoofing 
routine; over well. Pat Lane gave; 
"em weak stuff with well remem-| 
bered gags. Iblings and Thomas 
man and woman song team, missed 
with their tunes: mostly old stuff 
and too slowly paced for this house, | 

Burgess and Kay: have a few 
laughs at the start with their com-| 


edy dramatic reading, but dig them- 
selves into a bad hole later. Need 
anew routine. Frank Hamilton has | 


built his turn on his stutter song 
but the rest of his act won't do. 
Should buy himself a couple of | 


piano does a'! 
Hamilton | 


numbers. Femme at 
weak warble solo to give 
a change interval. 

Leo and Graff, first on the regular 
half, were big with their strong arm 


stuff. Merritt and Norman, comedy 
hoofers, have an idea but don’t 
know what to do with it. Their | 
straight hoofing oke, but their | 


clowning doesn’t click. 
has too high a 
entertainment it delivers. 


Melodyland 
nut for the thin 
Old stuff. | 


ling for a 


and two 


two 


girls, neatly staged, 
-man team of goad hoof- 
ers modeling after half of the Four 
Kings Shaffer and Bernice, com- 
edy d duo, list as 
wife while a girl tries 
to sell him a used car. Vanity Fair, 
flash act of four girls and a man, 
which tried at the Englewood the 
week before, still needs pep and cut- 


4 ‘ > } ” 
UL aA Bath ub 


] , 
ALO 


Lille 


blackout to pass 
mu r. 
Lee Evans, with a pianist, did 
three songs in a baritone, plus inter- 
Good but routine 


pretations. VOICE 
’ 


a man look- | 


' leo 
asiget 


who went to the coast to break into 
pictures, is out of the profession 
temporarily. Now operating Brad- 
ley hotel, Ocean Park, with his wife, 
Hazel Baker. 








Dan Russo opens at the Edge- 
| water Beach hotel Feb. 14 for an 
jindef stay. Will be replaced at the 
Beach View Gardens by the Earl 
Hoffman band. 
| Clarence Parrish has_ replaced 
|Harold Lee in charge of the local 
Witmark office. Lew Butler out 
since Green and Stept catalog taken 
over by DeS. B. & H. 

Tiffany’s franchise total in Illi- 
nois is now near the 200 mark, Chi- 
Ell- 


cago exchange, under Henry 
man, has sold 40 since Jan. 1 with 


four men in the field. 
Illinois Independent Theatre Own- 


features blamed for the fair attend- 
ance, 2 


Carmela Ponselle is booked at the 
local Keith house for a week be- 
ginning Feb. 17. 


A new theatre is to be erected 
here in the so-called Deering dis- 
trict. Leon P. Gorman, former 
manager, Main and State theatres, 
has been appointed treasurer of the 
Deering Theatres, Inc, 


Recovery of a» Photophone equip- 
ment attached by a deputy sheriff is 
asked in a $2,000 suit filed in the 
Superior Court here. Lew Anger, 
Bridgeport, Conn., is plaintiff. He 
claims the property beiongs to him 
and not to the Colonial theatre, 





Racket over the 24 sheets got 
}extra biz for “Party Girl” (Tiff) at 


ers’ Association, which affiliated | Hamrick’s Music Box. 
with Allied States, is making a | Local censor board demanded 
drive for downstate members. Steve | white strips pasted on bill boards 


| Bennis, Lincoln, IIL, inde., and E. E. 
A 


* Chamnaign. are chairmen 
; —nampaign, are nal 





otherwise indicatea 


follows and on pages: 


WOOT UM seseccsass ccccccccces 69 
BRONX, N. Y......0- cocccccs f1 
BROOKLYN, Nz Yu.cccccceces 71 
BUFFALO .....cccccccccccces 69 


Five femmes with string instru-4 ES OCS er cores 

~ aver — : pronowt oi em DE NVER “ere @e@eeeeaeaeeeeeeeaee 71 
é Ste ( yn. oO 

and Murphy, song two-act, pleased | DES MOINES ....scccccceeees a 

with some tunes and couple of gags.|{ OETROIT ..... coc cccccesecses 


Max and his gang, animal act, over | HOLLYWOOD 


big, and deservedly; being a dog 


act with fine touches of comedy, be- | 


sides real stunts. 


Loop. 





Belmont 
Said Senator Murphy, “All of these 


acts have played the biggest and 
best houses in America,” proving 
that he’s funny. Winchester and 


Ross, hoke team which has modern- 
ized with a blood and thunder film 


on the screen, while they do the 
talking from behind, supplied 15 
minutes of entertainment next to 


closing. 
as usual. 
Georgia Steppers, four colored 
boys, opened with a song and fin- 
ished on tap attempts. Gypsy Stroll- 
ers, man and girl, sing. Mirror of 
Personalities, flash act with four 


The remaining eight acts 





When in Chicage 
Visit These Hits 


At HH. ee | 
DELPH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 


Comedy Hit by PRESTON STURGES 
Staged by 

Antoinette. Perry and Mr. Pemberton 
“An evening of delight.” 
—Heywood Broun, “McCall's’’ Mag. 























R-K-O WOODS 


Another RKO Triumph 


“HIT THE DECK” 
With JACK OAKIE 
and POLLY WALKER 


Fimed in gorgeous Technicolor from the 
largest sets ever constructed in Hollywood. 


eeeeeeceeeeeeere 69 


| KANSAS CITY 


eeeeeeeeeeeere 71 





CORRESPONDENCE 


All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 


The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. ......... 71, MONTREAL 


MONTREAL ...... TTT ITiTT -. 70 


POOP, Me. Bos sncesecssenes 2 
|OAKLAND, CAL. ......eeee0+ 69 
FOU TAWUR cicecese ieekeusssene an 
PITTSBURGH ...... maaaenene ue 


PORTLAND, ME. ......eeee+- 68 
ROCHESTER, N. Y...cccecees 68 
BST. LOUIS ...ccieees occccccce ft 
ST. PAUL ecccccceccces OO 
SAN ANTONIO ....cccccceeese 68 
SAN FRANCISCO .....ceeeeee 69 
SARANACG LAKE ....cccceeee 69 





ishowing much limb. 
| up the protest 
seat sales. 


ST. PAUL 


Metropolitan— Dark. 
Paramount—‘‘Sunnyside Up.” 
RKO-President—“Happy Days." 
Palace-Orpheum — ‘Dance 


Papers picked 
Result: plenty more 





Halli’; 


vaude 
Btiviera—‘“‘Burning Up.” 
Tower—‘“‘Her Unborn Child.” 
Strand—‘‘Applause.” 


Palace-Orpheum overhead _ sky- 
high this week with Irene Rich and 
| Al Trahan on a four-act bill. Irene 
Rich announced a few weeks ago 
and then taken off. Ray O’Connell, 
|} local manager, squawked and she 
was put back on in only available 
date, which happened to be the 
| week Al Trahan was booked. 
} sthesistesiihinal 

After trying several policies, 
| Strand finally has been put on a 
profitable basis, with second-runs 
one half of week and first-runs the 
| other half. Scaled from 15c to 265c. 
| 








| LOS ANGELES cccccccccccces OF | SEATTLE eC ee ever eer ery. 
MILWAUKEE ..... errrerera. fi So errr 68 
| to 8S | ere eee 69 WASHINGTON, D. C. ....... 71 
| needs attention. Oklahoma -Cow- TOLEDO 


|boys, five men and two girls, in a 


musical act. ted-headed comic not 
bad, while a girl lariat twirler is 
fair. 

susiness off, On the screen, 


“Woman Racket” (M-G). 


Theatre transfers listed by the 
film board of trade last week fol- 
low: Francis, Chicago, L. Blum to 
G. P. McEvoy; Parkside, Chicago, 
Brunhild Bros. to Parkside Theatre 
Corp.; Symphony, Chicago, United 
Theatre Corp. to Samuel C. Levin; 
Avalon (formerly Lyric), Bement, 
F. R. Mellinger to Durbin Bros.; 
'Empire (formerly Star), Bradford, 
lf, G. Boyden to W. W. Dorgan; 
Grand, Gary, Ind., James Bikos to 
City Amusement Co.;: Gem, Kouts, 
Ind., Griffith & Griffith to Edward 
Stibbs; Princess, Le Roy, Ill, Geo. 
Michaels to William ‘Tarelton; 
Royal, Marengo, Neil Wilson to 
Royal Theatre Corp.; Niles, Niles 
Center, Arthur Kausal to George 
Goldkette; Sheffield, Sheffield, IL; 
lto James F. Masters; Varsity, Val- 
| paraiso, Ind., J. J. Gregory and Ed 
| Rosecan to G. G. Shauer and Sons, 
Co. 





Warren Irons has assumed half 
the $4,000 in obligations of the Pal- 


ace, New Orleans, which closed 
with burlesque stock. He was a 
partner. 


Marjorie Maxwell, opera singer, 
owing to a cold, quit the Uptown 
show and was replaced by Lucille 
Feiertag. 











SELWYN Tonight ™*s.,7«"*: 


and Sat. 
SAM H. HARRIS Presents 
THIS SEASON’S COMEDY SMASH 


“June Moon” 


By America’s Foremost Humorists 





Eunice Lefkovitz, personal secre- 
tary, Jack Hess (RKO), has been 
promoted to a news desk. 


Because one scene in “Show 
Boat” is laid in the old Sherman 
hotel, the present hotel management 
has submitted to a tie-up with Uni- 
versal for the picture’s local re- 
lease, Hotel is printing and dis- 
tributing literature at its own ex- 
pense. 














RING and GEORGE S, 
LARDNER KAUFMAN 
ILLINOIS— 


EDDIE CANTOR 
Tn 
ZIEGFELD 


Production 


“WHOOPEE” 
100 Glorified Girls 











3 Weeks Only 


ERLANGER Mats. Wed. and Sat 


GEORGE M. COHAN — 


IN HIS NEW AMERICAN PLAY 


“GAMBLING” 


Original New York Cast, Including 
MARY PHILIPS 


William Baker, on Universal's 
sales staff for 12 years, has gone 
to Columbia as head of the St. 
Louis exchange. 


Jack Fine is moving his office to 
New York. He has been producing 
here 12 years and held a Keith 
franchise the last six. 


Cliff Malcolm is now general 
manager of the three Hazel M. Cass 
attractions. 


Elwin Strong organizing a stock 
which opens in Freemont, Neb., 
early in May, 





Mrs. Ethel Bennett sends out four 
|Chautauqua companies early in 
| April, two months sooner than in 
| previous years, 








| Milton Goodhand, stage director, 
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IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 


is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
Good Place to Eat and Meet 





~ 


By E. H. GOODING 
Palace—Dark. 
Paramount—‘‘Street of Chance’’; 

show. 
Valentine—‘‘Hallelujah.” 
State—‘'Hot for Paris.” 
Vita-Temple—‘‘She Couldn't Say No.” 
Pantheon—''Playing Around,”’ 
Princess—“Grand Parade.” 
Rivoli—Vaudfilm. 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual). 


stage 





Wright Players (stock) folded 
last week in the Palace after six 
weeks at 7ic top and house goes 
dark, Howard Feigley, manager 
Rivoli, is keeping Walter Vaughn 
and others of the co. for a series 
of dramatic sketches. First next 
week, Holworthy Hall’s “The Val- 
iant,” with Vaughn, Betty Colter, 
Earl Dwire and William Laveau, 


Fuse in the Paramount’s power 
plant blew one day last week, 
plunging house in darkness for 35 
minutes, during picture. Nothing 
to do but sit there as stage talent 
was out to lunch. 


John Evans, Hillsboro, O., film the- 
atre operator, arrested on charge of 
opening show on Sunday. W. C. T. 
U. and four preachers complainants. 


Theatre managers in Findlay 
opening again Sunday evenings, 
after 15 years of Sabbath darkness. 
Local preachers plan fight. 


SAN ANTONIO 


Majestic—“Sunnyside Up.” 
Texas—‘“‘Street of Chance.” 
Aztec—‘“‘Their Own Desire.” 
State—‘‘Sally.” 
Empire—'‘‘Song of Love.” 





Fields and Andrews’ “Connecticut 
Yankee” had its 1,001 performance 
at the Municipal Auditorium here 
Thursday night. House, estimated 
at 2,500, considered small with seat- 
ing capacity of more than 6,000. 


Edwin Carewe here and in Dallas 
last week on business, 


Chicago Civic Opera Company 
booked for Municipal Auditorium 
March 14-15. Sixth season here. 
Opera has always gone over with- 
out deficit. 


Vic Insirillo, m. c. at the Texas, 
will not go to the Paramount, New 
York, as previously announced. 

Staff men of three dailies an- 
nounced they would produce “The 
Front Page” shortly. Carl Glick, 
Little theatre director, will stage it. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 
Jefferson— ‘The Spider’ (Stock). 
Keith’s—“Playing Around’’-Vaude. 





Alice LaMarr Johnson, publicity 
director, Hayden Players (Jeffer- 
son), has resigned. 


Arthur Martel has closed four 
weeks’ engagement at the organ at 
State and Strand here and has re- 
turned to the Metropolitan in Bos- 
ton, 


Portland's 18th annual auto show 
closed after a week of none too good 








business. Lack of entertainment 


Paramount, Publix house, has in- 
stalled a lobby show, with beauty 
contest winner and local radio 
names as entertainers. 


Women’s City Club has put over 
a two-month ticket-selling drive for 
engagement of German Grand Opera 
company here this week. 


Death of L. N. Scott leaves his 
two legit houses, Metropolitans in 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, to be car- 
ried on by their two managers, 
Samuel Neuman and Robert Scott, 
on behalf of the estate. Only one 
show, “Journey’s End,” since Scott’s 
death a month ago. Nothing set 
for future. 





———— 


ROCHESTER, N. Y, 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—‘“Gala Night.” 


RKO “‘Wedding Rings’; va 

4 Temple—“Hit the Deck” “a 
week). ; 

Ree w’s Rochester—‘Devil May Care’ 
vaude. 


EKastman—‘“‘Condemned.” 
Piccadilly—‘“Love Racket”; vwaude, 
Regent—“Behind the Makeup.” 
Fay’s—Dark. 


Victoria— Dark. 
Strand—Change., 
Family—Change. 
Rochester Community rievers, 
producing “Voice in the Dark, 


mystery play by Ralph Dyar, starte 
ing Feb. 13 for nine performances, 

RKO Palace, under new manageg, 
Jacob Golden, trying out 11 A. M, 
opening instead of 12:30. New hour 
corresponds with competing houses, 





Publix worrying over poor Roches. 
ter biz. Heavy competition further 
downtown is hitting the Eastman 
and Regent, and new stage shows 
at Piccadilly are not drawing as 
expected. 


RKO Temple gave pre-showing 
of Johnson African film, “Across 
the World,” at home of George 
Eastman. Film magnate’s residence 
is fitted for pictures and he wags 
personally interested because epi- 
sodes in his last African trip when 
he met the Johnsons were included 
in this film. 

Officials see little chance of get- 
ting conviction in recent Fay’s the- 
atre fire. Plenty of circumstantial 
evidence of arson, but investigators 
unable to turn up any direct evi- 
dence. Rebuilding and insurance 
money held up pending completion 
of investigation. 





Eastman Theatre Subscribers’ 
Association, wealthy group sup- 
porting musical activities in city, 
are seeking larger organization to 
help foot the bills. Some of the 
concerts gave the fund a bad kick 
this winter and added burden of 
Civic Orchestra causes problem, 
Worst concert flop so far was lead- 
ing Metropolitan star (Gigli) guare- 
anteed $3,500, tossed subscribers for 
$2,000 loss. 








HOTEL RALEIGH 


648 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ml. 
WHERE YOU CAN.SLEEP ANY TIME 
DAY or NIGHT 
A clean, comfortable and reasonably 
priced Theatrical Hotel within easy 
walking distance of all 
LOOP THEATRES 


Rates: $ 7.00 and Up Single 





$10.00 and Up Double 

















Ask 


ROY 





Way 





Chicago,” he says. 


Hotel Rooms . . 





ONTARIO and RUSH 








SEIBERT 


Mgr. of the “New Moon” Company 


HOTEL ScCORMICK 


is his CHICAGO Home 


“You bet I always stay at the McCormick when I am in 
“It’s so wonderfully located...near 
the loop...yet out of the noise and dirt. I like the sur- 
roundings and the friendliness. 
courts...the golf-driving nets...the health and reducing 
apparatus provided for Hotel McCormick guests. 
tainly recommend Hotel McCormick!” 


Apartments for two. . .. . 
Larger Apartments for four . . 


Complete maid and hotel service, electric 
refrigeration, light and gas included 


¢ HOTEL « 
MSCORMICK 


I enjoy the handball 


I cer- 


$90 up 
$150 up 
- $60 to $70 a Month 


STS. - CHICAGO 
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and Hollywood Blvd. 








F. & M..press books are being | 
included as a supplement to “Now 


theatres trade 
being issued in 


Fox West Coast 
paper, instead of 
mimeograph form. 


William Hardwick added to the 
staff of F. & M. publicity depart- 
ment. 

Forrest Taylor, Lloyd Taylor, 
Arthur Levejey, Louis Witzroy 


Eleanor Bronson added to “The Nut 
Farm,” opening Vine Street theatre 
Feb. 16. Forrest Stanley’s name 
noted in this cast in error. 


Chic Sales left Feb. 6 by plane 
for New York via St. Louis. 

Dick Stockton, Par casting assist- 
ant. goes agent Feb. 17, teaming 
with W. O. Christensen. 


Radio has borrowed David Newell 
from Paramount for a part in 
“Cooking Her Goose.” 


Lucille LaVerne will give “To 


.’ | Buffo 


| 


} 


|} and 


Cal., sold by L. & J, Cohen to C 
and Buffino. 
Montrose theatre, 


sold by 


alvi, | 
Montrose, Cal., | 
Reeve Houck to S. G. Carr. 

Fred Campbell, 
of the Orpheum, 
surance business. 


former manager 
is now in the in- 


Albert Goodsteen replaces Leo 
Hirshon as assistant manager of | 
Warners’ Downtown. Hirshon trans- 
ferred to the Forum. 


State labor office’s investigation | 
proceedings against the pro-| 
ducers of the flop “Front Page 
show on the Coast, have wound up | 


in a civil action filed against Dr. 
Montrose Bernstein for his share} 
lof the liability, $145. Bernstein 
owned 181%4% of the show, with re- | 
maining interests held by Ray Bry 
ant, 25%; John J. Hill, 32‘ and M) 
and Mrs. Jamé@s Norval, 25%. 

Jack Gardner, casting director for 
Fox, on way to New York in search 


What Red Hell,” new play by Percy 
Robinson, a tryout at a special mat | 
Feb. 14. If it clicks it will follow 


“The Nut Farm” Feb. 20. 


and Miss LaVerne 
play the leads, supported by Rica 
Allen, William Eugene, York Cope- 
land, David Henderson, Earl M. 
Pingree, Joseph Buckley, Grace 
Treon, Harry Willard and James 
Page. “Sun Up” closes Feb. 15. 


Sheldon Lewis 


San Diego Orpheum (formerly 
Pantages) is still using a prop bill- 
ing sign in front of the house, as 


the owners of the property will not | 
permit a new marquee to be put up | 


unless some financial agreement is 
made with them. Case has already 
gone to court, 
pending. 

anti-Filipino feeling 
in some spots on the Coast, F. & M.’s 
“Manilo-Bound” idea has _ been 
changed to “Havana-Bound.” As 


Due to the 


soon as the company leaves the 
Coast it will be “Manila-Bound” 
again. 


Strand, San Bernardino, sold by 
Brockway & Elkins to the Orange 
Bels Theatres, Ltd. 

Logan theatre, L. A., sold by E. 
A. Edwards to Zweiss & Willard. 

Eagle Rock theatre, Eagle Rock, 








Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 





The Sunshine Shoppe 











NAINERS | 
MAKEUP 





Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. | 





Guervini a Co 
The Leading and 
Largest 
aCCORDEON 
fF v 
m the United State: 
The only factory 
chat makes any eet 
of Reeds — made bs 

hand 
277-278 Cotumbus 
Avenue 
san franeisce. Cai 
tree Catalogues 





where a decision is | 


| Caiinincencis 


York 


ures, 


talent for 
caster is ac- 
wife, Louise 


for New stage 
future pict The 
companied by his 
Dresser. 
- ———= | 
Maude Howard, pianist, has filed | 
salary claims with the State Labor | 
Commission against Michio Ito, | 
manager of the Japanese Players, | 
for $259 
Orange, Cal., has been 
sold by the Vuleskas B srothers to A. 
L. Easterly. 


Colonial, 


Lawrence for “Let Us 
at the Dufwin, Oakland. 


Raymond 
Be Gay” 


Arthur Metcalf, Jack Seed, Bobby | 
Hill added to tryout cast of “Lolla- 
at Santa Monica 
Frank McGowan, cook, and Dave 
| Phillips, painter, filed salary claims 
against the Duck Jones Wild West 
Show amounting to $300. 

Elsie Bartlett had laryngitis and 
Marion Clayton had two hours to 
get up as Mistress Pepys in “And 
So to Bed.” 

It was the first emergency of the 
Civic Repertory theatre at the Hol- 
lywood Music Box. 


| paloosa” 





Robert Kurrle’s five-year contract 
with Edwin Carewe as chief cam- 
eraman has been dissolved by mu- 
tual consent. Kurrle will move from 
the Radio studio where he was 
loaned by Carewe, to Warner’s. He 
will photograph “The Sea Beast” 
and other Warner specials, 





To avoid confusion with title of 
the old Ince silent, Warners will not 
use the handle, “Those Who Dance.” 
Film will go out as “Three Flights 
Up,” title of the play from which 
the yarn was taken. 





Nat Mannheim, Universal export 
manager, is due here at Universal 
studio. 








Harry Bortz, trick roper, filed sal- 
|ary claims against the Buck Jones 
| Wild West Show for $75. 





Mary Thomas, trained nurse, filed 
|salary claims against Jocelyn Lee, 
pictures, for $25. 





Leonore Bushman, daughter of 
Francis X. Bushman, engaged to 
Dean Markham, Hollywood book- 


seller. 
Charlotte Lillard and Louise 
Hastings, selling subscriptions for 


the Civic Repertory theatre, filed 
salary claims with the State Labor 





























| claim 


| M-G-M. 
| eign director 


| from 











~ STRICTLY. ‘UNION. MADE 

| PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 

| 4 

| 60.00 and up 

| Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mende! Trunks 

1L.L MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 

ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 

| Wr DO REPAIRING OPEN EVENINGS WRITE FOR CATALOG 

| 

| 

| SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. | 

| 668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York City 

SOULF AGENTS POR B & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST | 
Phenes: Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 

— —— a | 

z. Maine ome 


INSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALS 


eShoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Comm amounting to $150. 
that after they had 
tickets for the highbrow shows, to 
be presented by the Rep company, 
they were unable ‘t their sal 
ary. Girls used the house-to-house 
method, 


sold 


to colle 


Victor Seastrom will direct the 
M-G re-make of “Never the Twain 
Shall Meet Martin Flavin is as- 
signed on same Iot to dialog “‘Blush- 
ing Brides,” Joan Crawford’s next. 





Paramount has loaned Paul Cava- 
naugh to Universal for the 
lead in “The Storm.” 





The girls | 


ihole” at the 


week. A 
booth, 


film caught 





quit “The Peep- 
Green Street theatre 


Betty Blossom 


last week because of illness. Valerie 
| Noyes substituted. 

Henry Duffy has signed Percy 
Pollock for “Broken Dishes” (Presi 
dent) opening Feb. 16. 


| 
| 


Leo Carrillo is en route from 


| Australia and upon arrival here will 


i 


male | 


Mon Randall and Harry Johnston 
have opened offices here to serve! 
picture producers with complete ad- 
vertising and exploitation art work 
Randall was formerly associated 


| with the M-G studios here in a sim 


ilar capacity. 
German stage di- 
engaged on term 
contract to direct pictures for 
This is the first w. k. for- 
to be signed to a term 
contract in Hollywood since the in 
ception of talkers. 


Arnold Korff, 


rector and actor, 





Winkler Film Corp’s “Krazy Kat” 


Met ropolitan Dark 
Shube rt Strange Interlude” I 
I ige ) 
RKO Orphe um Ti Desi "s } 
| Vvau | 
Pant: ages The Lost llepin”; vaude, | 
Palace ‘Steppin’ High” (stock bur 
esque); The Donovan Affair (2d loop 
run). 
Minnesota General Crack"; Publix 
show 
Century ‘Sunny Side Up’; (3a week) 
State “Chasing Rainbows.’’ 
Seventh Street Happy Days.” 
Lyric H t n Ey» 
Aster Hell's H 
Grend New ¥ 
Closed a week following the 


cartoon comedy staff is being moved 


coast. In- 
lanny 
Harold 


New York to the 
| cluded are Ben Harrison, 
Gould, Artie Davis, Al Rose, 


| Lieblich and Joe DeNat. 


Behrman, playwright, is 
here under contract to Fox. 

First dialog on “Liliom” in collab- 
oration with Sonya Levien. 


Samuel 


| 


stage directing at 


| 


Ian MacLaren to “Bill of Divorce- | 


ment,” Civic Repertory theatre. 

“Your Uncle Dudley” with Taylor 
Holmes, comes to the Los Angeles | 
President following “Give 
Take.” Now playing the San Fran- 
cisco Alcazar. 





Gay Seabrook, Pauline MacLean, 
Lowden Adams and John MackKen- 
zie supporting Frank Craven in 
“Salt Water” At the Hollywood 
Playhouse Feb. 16. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SOANES 


Managerial shifts here remove 
Jack Hunter from the Vitaphone 
and Ira La Motte from the Dufwin. 
Hunter has resigned and wiil go 
to Les Angeles. La Motte goes to 
anothes Duffy house. 

E. O. Bondeson returns to Oak- 
land when the President in Seattle 
closes. Harry Nasser has charge of 
the Vitaphone, 





Percy Pollock comes from New 
York for a coast engagement in 
Martin Flavin’s “Broken Dishes” at 
the Dufwin Feb, 16. 





Alice Joyce played two final per- 
formances of “Her Friend _ th« 
King” at the Dufwin Feb. 1 pre- 
paratory to opening in San Fran- 
cisco opposite Hale Hamilton. 





“Krassin,” Russian Soviet film, 
dealing with the rescue work of the 
Nobile-Italia, was given two show- 
ings at the Women’s City Club last 
week. 





Kathleen Clifford, advertised to 
appear at the Vitaphone and on 
Radio KLX, cancelled and started 
directly east from Los Angeles. 





A. M. Bowles, division manager, 
Fox-West Coast, put the kibosh on 
the plans for the Theatre Managers’ 
Club of Alameda County to hold a 
Night Club Frolic at the Auditorium 
Washington's birthday. Bowles de- 
cided managers working for him 
should stick to their jobs. This re- 
duced the committee from a group 
to a unit and a dinner dance was 
substituted. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 


For the third time the Green 
Street theatre was ransacked last 
week. All the loot taken included 
three pairs of women's hose, 
dime bank containing $6, a pair of 


old shoes and a quantity of cheay 
stuge jewe 

Talking pictures were installed o: 
the Matson liner “Mololo’ last 
week RCA Photophone was th: 


system adopted, and the first shov 
ing will be on her trip Feb. 22. 





H. A. Olson, operator at Acme 
theatre, small neighborhood hous¢ 
here, was seriously burned last 


} 


and |. 


a 
| 





;}out by Mrs, O. A. 


rehearsal of “Mister <An- 


Duffy). 


xo into 
tonio” (Henry 


Maurice Chevy 


ecard at the 


roved a big 
Auto 


alier D 
San Francisco 


Show Receipts thus far reported | 
much higher than previous years. 
He has been making two appear 


ances a day. 


sation of the vaude-film policy, the 
Seventh Street (RKO) is open again 
as a de luxe picture house. 

Plenty of grand opera, but no 
legits in sight for the Twin 


The German Grand Opera Co. here 
Feb. 10-13, Chicago Grand Opera 
Co. is due at the Auditorium next 
month, 

Shriners’ indoor circus at Audi- 
torium last week a money-make1 
netting approximately $40,000 above 


all expenses. 

Bainbridge doing own 
Sinubert 
Behrens, 


York, 


“Buzz” 
replacing Arthur who has 
returned to New 

Boulevards of Paris, 
club, is using revue 
for floor show. 


leading night 
and six 


After her engagement at St. 
| Palace this week Irene Rich 
back to Hollywood by 


goes 


appear with Will Rogers in “So This 
Is London.” 

New Publix pass rules are so 
strict in St. Paul that 
critics of the two dailies there are 
off the season list. The m. e.’s of 


the papers were taken care of, but |} 


the men who review the pictures 
were left to use their imagination 
on a way to get by the gate, 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Teck—"“Naughty Marietta,” 
Erlanger—‘‘Jango.” 

Buffalo—‘‘Seven Keys to Baldpate."’ 
Century—“‘Sally.” 

Hipp—‘‘Tiger Rose.” 

Great Lakes—''Chasing Rainbows.’ 
Lafayette—‘‘The Lost Zeppelin.” 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 





The Little Theatre (Art Cinema) 
has abandoned attempts to build 
a community art center adjoining 
the theatre. 





Jake Isaacs goes to Cleveland 
with Charles Jacobs filling vacancy 
in Gayety (Mutual) staff here, 

Samuel Wallerstein, 
Broadway theatre (neighborhood 
picture), was discharged in City 
Court after a trial on an assault 
charge brought by Louis Hilbert, 
picture operator, Lafayette Square 
theatre. The fight rose out of the 
strike of picture operators now in 
progress. Hilbert on night of Jan. 
14 was picketing in front of the 
Broadway and claimed Wallerstein 
struck him across the face. Wal- 
lerstein stated that Hilbert was 
blocking the entrance and that he 
was obliged to push him aside in 
order to pass through, 


eee 


BOSTON 


But few films “bad” 
port given out at the Massachu- 
setts Federation of Women Clubs 
convention here last week. General 
improvement during the past year 
in quality of pictures was pointed 
Blaisdell, motion 





proprietor, 


was the re- 


acts | 


Paul | 


airplane to | 


even the| 


— 


fire in his | 


picture chairman of the 
| tfon, 


organiza- 


Residents of Winchester, ritzy 
| Boston suburb, are haying a battle 
' over whether or not the town shall 
j}have a picture house. Like Brook- 
j}line, the wealthy have always op- 
| posed the idea, as they think pat- 
ronage that may be attracted to 
the theatre will not be desirable. 
At present the situation hangs in 
| midair, with a wealthy Winchester 
man ready to build if given per- 
mission and a number of ministers 
| opposing the plan. Question will be 
| voted in March at the annual tow: 
meeting. 


Mayor Russell of Cambridge 
approved “The Whistling Ovster,” a 
satire on Greater Boston politics 

| Ex-Representative Arthur F. Bla 

chard of Cambridge. Play wil] bs 
produced in that city next month 
Criticism of the play by Cambridgeé 
politicians led Blanchard to send 


the manuscript to the mayor fo 
approval. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Thirty below zero reported last 
week at the 80 Park avenue san 


Mrs. Al Atkins, who “cured” here 
at 80 Park avenue, now living 
San Antoni lex. 

Andrey ‘a 

ew Y« ( } 

it = DT < € 

Saranac does wonders A veal 

arco Benway, “the voice of the 


a tooth in 
how! 


Northwoods,” didn’t have 
his head, now he has 32—and 


Cities. | 


An “exam” was held at the san 
by Supt. Murphy. Chris Hagedor: 
was asked to repeat the alphabet 
He did, omitting two letters. 

‘You left out T—B,” says Murphy 

“Who wouldn't?” modestly a1 
swered Chris 


Erving has moved from 
up-cottage and is 
avenue, 


|} Andreas 
a nursing to an 
now at 64 Park 


(stock), | 


Gladys B ieee, of Bluefield, W 
Va., is on unlimited exercise; has 
gained plenty of weight and is nearly 
|ready to go back to the land of soft 
coal and hill-! likes. 


Irving Senin’ (Irving Bloom or- 


;chestra) new arrival at the san.. 
now living at 84 Park avenue. Just 
|over-worked and needs rest. 

Olga Kalinin has gone to New 


| York to the French 
|minor operation, 


hospital for a 


Oscar Loraine, after two months 
of rest, got his first okay to go 
|downtown to witness the talkers. 








WHEN THE’BIG SHOTS’ “ 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 

— VISIT HOLLYWOOD 
@ THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 
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FOR SALE 


One family, eight-room cottage, two 
baths Spanish tile roof, on plot 50 x 
100, two-car garage, oil burner, Frig- 
idaire, electric vacuum cleaner, lho- 
cated in one of the finest parts cf 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, near Vitaphone 
Studio. “ 

Call Midwood 4556 between 6 and 
7 P. M. 











ae, Eyebrows and 
Lashes Darkened 


ae | Permanently 


Coloura darkens them permanently with one 
application. Easy to apply—harmiess. Un- 
affected by bathing, creams, perspiration, etc. 
Eyebrows and lashes shaped and darkened at 
our shops, T5c. Hox of Coloura (black or 
brown), $1.25 postpaid. 

\8 J. Spire, 28 W. 38th St. and 35 W. 46th St. 


| 














THEATRICAL CUTS 
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Always the Hit of the Show! 


That Costume Touch Which Puts 
Your Girl Numbers Over 


or Rent. sale 


or Manufactured to Your Design- 
For Price 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


CAKE 


ANCHON s MARCO COSTUME c; 


643 SC OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES.CAL. 
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‘ Obituary 





CHARLES DIAMOND {suddenly Jan. 22. The burnt cork | : 

Charles Diamond, 78, musieian | team of Conroy and Le Maire was |> telegraph office in Los Angeles 
and vaudevillian, died in a private} not only a stardard comedy ace in Feb. § of heart disease. A witew, 
New York sanitarium Feb. 4 of | vande, but had been with a number |three brothers and a troupe of 
heart trouble. Mr. Diamond~had! of Broadway shows, including Shu- |#40Pted midgets, featured for the 
been on the stage ever. Since he|berts’ “Passing Show” at the Win- | Past few years on the Ringling, 
was a young man, having spent! ter Garden. Barnum & Bailey, survive. 
more than 50 years with circuses; When Conrov and LeMaire split, Mr. Earle was active as an out: | 
and-in vaude. ; Conro ittempted other partner- door showman, having snterests | 

He was born in Italy and came| shins. but thev never had the suc- | throughout the country, including 
to the United States when a bo) ess of the former team. Frank|? Sng of are = Canafe. nae 
He adopted the stage as profession | Conrov's ealth became impaired | ¥*S also interested be — whating 
and was credited with being lone with his failure to continue | PUSimess and also had patented _ 
originator of a song and dance with is ackface comedy without Le | auto signal which he recently sold 
an instrument, Mr. Diamond spe Maire. Finally he became wholly | tor $150,000. 
cializing on the harp. | unable to work at all, and he was| He had returned to Los Angeles 

He was a standard during sel o Kings Park State Hospital | *° bury his partner of many years, 
davs of Tony Pastor's, his musical . has | Mas Klass, who also died suddenly. 
act being one of the highest sal- Conroy is s ived by his widow, | Interment in Los Angeles. 

| 


IN MEMORY 
of Our Beloved Father 


CHARLES 


DIAMOND 


Who Passed on February 4, 1930 


KNOWN BY MANY 


LOVED 


BY ALL 


His Spirit Will Always Guide Us 


aried of tnat time. His two chil- 
dren, Carlena and Carlos Diamond, 
were natural musicians and when 
he was forced to quit the stage 
about four years ago the daughter 
continued the harp act. Carlos is 
at present with Ben Riley’s Arrow- 
head Inn orchestra, 

His last vaude appearance was at 
the Palace, N. Y., with the Hi Tom 
Ward act. His daughter is the wife 
of Frank Trado (Trado Twins). 

The elder Diamond had been 
around the world several times; 
had played for six years* consecu- 
tively in foreign music halls. When 
the Barnum & Bailey-Buffalo Bill 
show went on its foreign tour, Mr. 
Diamond was one of its features. 

Inteyment in Calvary cemetery, 
Brooklyn. 


LEN R. ACKER 

Len R. Acker, 65, died Jan. 20 in 
Detroit. Mr. Acker was a vaude and 
picture promoter and had operated 
a string of theatres in Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick. He was the 
first to successfully introduce vaude 
in the Atlantic provinces and the 
first to combine pictures with vaude. 
For many years he was owner and 


operator of Acker’s Orpheus and 
Strand theatres, Halifax, N. Se 





CARLENA DIAMOND 
CARLOS DIAMOND 


Agnes Earle Conroy, also of vaude 
and for a time with the act, “Tango 
Shoes.” <A brother, living in Glen- 
dale, L. I, and sister, living in 


Honolulu, 
Interment in 


1 the 


family plot in 
metery, Brooklyn, 


st John’s ce 


COL. C. T. DAVIS 


Col. C. T, Davis, radio writer and 
author, died Jan. 29 in New York 
after a long illness. His last work 


was in adapting several’. short 
Stories for Collier's Hour broadcast 


by N.B.C. 


Col. Davis was an Englishman, 
and 20 years ago was attached to 
the military staff of Lord Syden- 


ham, then Governor of Bombay. In 
1921 he retired from the army and 
went to London. He was in “The 
Wheel of Life” in New York fol- 
lowing its London run, This was 
in 1922. Following.the N. Y. en- 
gagement he toured with the play 
for eight months with Elsie Fer- 
byson in leading role. 


Prade on “Bachelor’s Brides” in 
which he also played lead. 
His first radio connection was in 


i824 at WJZ when he became 
known ag “Old Man Donaldson,” 


playing the leading character of an 





Acker’s in Dartmouth, N. S., lessee 
and operator of the Opera House in 
St. John, N. B.; also headed a cir- 
cuit playing vaude in Halifax, Truro, 
N. S.: Amherst, N. S.> Moncton, N. 
B.; Sydney, S. S.; St. John, N. B.; 
Fredericton, N. B.; New Glasgow, 
N. S., and, had booking office con-. 
nections in both Boston and New 
York. His wife, Mrs. Acker, was his 
booking representative, 

The Orpheus and Dartmouth Ack- 
er’s were used solely for pictures. 
After being opposition to R. E. 
Franklin for several years he 
merged with Franklin, who operated 
the Strand in Halifax and later took 
over the Franklin interests when 
Franklin retired to connect with the 
Keith interests in Ottawa. 

After he dropped vaude he turned 


IN MEMORY 
Of Our Loving Father 


CHARLES DIAMOND 


Who Passed on Feb. 4, 1930 
Mr. and Mrs. 
FRANK TRADO 


his attention to pictures, but after 
two years he left the maritime prov- 


inces. He left the New England 
section and located in the west, 


where he remained up to the time 
of his death. 


FRANK J. CONROY 

Frank J. Conroy, 52, blackface 
comedian, died Feb. 5 of a compli- 
cation of diseases 
State Hospital, where he had been 
removed under N. V. A. direction 
Nov. 1, 1929. 

Conroy had been on the stage a 
long time, but his reputation was 
obtained through his association 





in Kings Park' 


air piece he co-authored, He in- 
troduced “Don Amaizo” as an air 
feature. He had played in the Col- 
lier’'s Hour sketches, 

He is survived by his widow, a 
daughter of Read Admiral C. F. 
Goodrich, U.S.N. (retired) whom he 
married in 1913. 

LOUIS GARDY 

Louis Gardy, 40, and for many 
years publicity director of the Ri- 
alto and Rivoli theatres, died at his 
home, 237 Third street, Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. Mr. Gardy had been ill 
several years. 

When Mr. 
he had been with 
on the Coast, 
on Broadway. 

Mr. Gardy was born in Hamburg, 
;|Germany. He came here when he 
|} was 18 months old. He studied at 
the Ethical Culture school. He then 
{became dramatic critic of the “Call.” 
Leaving the “Call,” Mr. Gardy went 
to the Rialto, and later the Rivoli. 

DeMille took him as his repre- 
sentative on the Coast. When his 
health began to fail, he went to 
Saranac, N. Y. He leaves a widow, 
| Grace, 
| Funeral services were held Mon- 
|}day at his home and his body cre- 
| mated. 


Gardy was taken ill 
William DeMille 
He was well known 











No children survive. 


CHRIS. BATHMANN 

Christopher Bathman, 90, har- 
monist and one-time accompanist 
for Jenny Lind, died in Chattanooga 
Feb. 7. Bathmann obtained his 
greatest prominence professionally 
when he traveled at direction of 
P. T. Barnum as a musical prodigy 
at the age of 9, his harmonica play- 
ing being considered a sensation at 
that time 








With the Jenny Lind Concert 
| Co, Bathmann played solos between 
acts and with the orchestra when 


For his services he 
received clothes, expenses and $2 
weekly. When the Barnum circus 
; went to Europe he toured with it 
and also traveled with the show in 
|} the States. When Barnum sent out 


Miss Lind sang. 





with George Le Maire, who diedjthe Teel and Campbell Minstrels 


He collaborated with Malcolm Le | 





Bathmann was placed with them as 
a feature. 


BERT EARLE 
Bert Earle, 47, dropped dead in 


GEORGE J, O'DONNELL 
| George J. O'Donnell, actor, died 
| Jan. 30 of heart trouble in St. Jo?m's 
“Hospital, Brooklyn. He is survived 
;by his sister, Mrs. Mary Medina, 
| Denver, and a niece living in Penn- 
sylvania. 

Among the plays in which he ap- 
| peared were the original and re- 
| vival of Shuberts’ “The 
Soldier” and the original 
vival of “Arizona.” His 
gagement was on the 
|The Clinging Vine.” 

Interment in Calvary cemetery, 
auspices Actors’ Fund and Catholic 
Actors’ Guild. 


and 
last 


road 


en- 
with 


FULLER MELLISH, JR. 

Fuller Mellish, Jr., 35, actor, died 
Feb. 8 from a cerebral hemorrhage 
caused by a blood clot on the brain. 
Among some of the productions in 
which he appeared were “What 
Price Glory,” “The Dancers,” “Black 
Boy” and “Present Arms.” Later he 
went with Paramount and played 
opposite Helen Morgan in “Ap- 
plause,” and he also worked in Par’s 
“Road House Nights” and “Sarah 
and Son,” both yet to be released. 

Mellish died in his home in Fores 
Hills, L. I. 


THOMAS HUBBELL 
Thomas Hubbell, 67, for 40 years 
a ticket seller with Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey, dropped dead 
while shoveling snow in front of his 
house in Southington, a suburb of 
New Britain, Conn, 
Hubbell, known as 


” 


“Honest Tom, 





The Family of 


Mr. GEORGE LeMAIRE 


gratefully acknowledges your kind 
expressions of sympathy 


boasted that he never short changed 
a circus patron. He had been in re- 
tirement for some time arfa had 
been suffering from heart trouble. 
His physician warned him against 
physical exertion. 





ALEX SEABERT 


Alex Seabert, 70, old circus rider, 
died in a bathtub in Coney Island 
last week after accidentally inhaling 
gas. 

Seabert was once a rider with the 
old Barnum & Bailey circus and 
later appeared in the Luna Park 
circus (Coney Island), where he did 
an act with his wife. 

A few years ago he retired and 
opened a riding academy in Brook- 
lyn. His wife (Lizzie Seabert) died 
several years ago. 





CULLEN H. FERRELL 


Cullen H. Ferrell, of the Univer- 
sal exploitation department (home 
office), died Feb. Tin New York fol- 
lowing a brief illness. 

Mr. Ferrell had been in picture 
work many years. Before joining 
Universal he was with the Pathe 
offices, and before that with Gold- 
wyn 

His wife, Mrs. Ruby Ferrell, living 
in Eustis, Fla., survives. ‘che body 
was shipped to Eustis. 


HARRY F WICK 

Harry F. Wick, 63, Rochester pic- 
ture theatre manager, died Feb. 1 of 
cerebral hemorrhage while driving 
his automobile. Car crashed into 
another and Wick died an hour 
later in hospital. 

He was at one time manager of 
the Lyric and Venice theatres there 
and later built and managed the 
Lincoln theatre, 


ORA DBD. ROSE 

Ora D. Rose, 45, picture exhibitor, 
died Feb. 5 at his home in Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Mr. Rose, in association with his 
father, operated a number of second 
run film houses in and around Kan- 
sas City. 





Chocolate | 
re- | 
| Mrs. I. L. Peyser, sister of the late 








Wednesday, February 12, 1930 





FRED L. HAYES 


Fred L. Hayes, 51, show owner and 
hotel man, died Feb. 7 at his home 
in Bronwood, near Galveston, Tex., 

He is survived by his widow and 
son. 


Dr. Frank O. Lane, 35, theatrica! 
dentist in the Bond Building, N. Y. 
was found dead in bed at his apart- 









In Loving Memory of My Husband 


EDDIE FOY 


Died Feb. 16, 1928 


MARIE FOY 


Street, 


Greenwich 


Grove 


was unmarried. Several 
and sisters survive. 


Lane 
brothers 


John McNulty, 41, died at the 
| Hospital, Chicago, of 
| pneumonia Feb. 4. Last season he 
|} was with a side show of the Rob- 
| bins Bros. circus. 

Survived by his mother and a sis- 
iter. Burial in Holy Sepulcher Cem- 
| etery, Feb. 7. 


ment, 49 
Village. 

| 

| 





Nat Reiss, died at her homie in Chi- 
|cago, Feb. 4. Survived by her hus- 
| band, concession man. Burial For- 
|est Park Cemetery, Feb. 7. 


Billy Wells, stage hand in Wash- 
ington, D. C., dropped dead Jan. 31, 
/on the stage of the Palace theatre. 
| Heart trouble. 





Mrs. Maxmillienne Perrin, mother 
|of Oscar J, Perrin, manager 
| Capitol, Albany, N. Y¥., and operat- 
ling head of the Capitol Players 
(stock), died recently in Albany. 





| Jasper C. Rockwell, who had 
‘Rockwell's Sunny South” show for 
many years, died last week at his 


home in Melrose, Mass. 


The mother, 85, of Edward J. 
Morris (Morris and Daly, Morris 
| and Corbley and Burns and Morris), 
27 in Irvington, N. J. 





died Jan. 27 





| James H. Walsh, for many years 
painter at Proctor’s Grand, Albany, 
iN. Y., died there recently, 


Isaac Baer, 85, father of Arthur 
| (Bugs) Baer, N. Y. columnist, died 
jin Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 


The father of Bert Walton (vaude) 
died of cancer in Philadelphia, Jan. 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, Feb. 2. 
Oscar Mouvet, 42, born in New 
York, former Parisian cabaret di- 


rector, died at Itxassou, Pyrenees, 
France. He was the owner of Le 
Jardin de ma Soeur, popular night 
club in Paris eight years ago. He 
leaves a widow, Peggy Vere, Eng- 
lish vaudevillo artiste. His brother, 
Maurice, a partner of Florence 
Walton, died three years ago. 





Raphael Garreta, 65, French 
writer, died at Rouen. 
Alexander Smirnoff, 47, Russian 


author, died in London. 

S. Francis Holman, 60, American 
artist, died in Paris. 

N. Harry, 62, pioneer French pic- 
ture distributor, He recently start- 
ed a new Paris organization under 
the trade name “Harry Selections,” 
but he was known as a distributor 
in France in 1914. His first busi- 
ness was bought by Aubert years 
ago, 

Mme. Anatole France, widow of 
the well known French author. 

Francois Mouthon, 62, editor-in- 
chief of the Paris daily “Le Jour- 
nal,” died guddenly at his villa, near 
Nice, of angina pectoris. 

Jean Hure, 52, French composer 
and organist, died in Paris of pneu- 
monia. 


DES MOINES 


Berchel— Dark. 

Casine—Pictures; burlesauve. 

Des Moines—'*The Love Parade.” 

Garden—‘‘Hollywood Revue"; “Pointed 
Heels.” 

Orpheum—“Hit the Deck"; vaudfilm. 

Palace—C hange. 


Paramount—‘'Burning Up"; “General 
Crack.”’ 

President — ‘“‘The Queen's Husband” 
(stock). 


Prineess— Dark. 
Shrine— Dark 
Strand—‘‘Her Unborn Child.” 


theatres doing 








All split weeks 


now, Strand only exception for week | 


with “Her Unborn Child” doing ca- 
pacity and two additional showings 







of | “Her 


—Saturday morning and midnight 
show. 


Publix Theatres Corporation is 
defendant in a suit for $5,800 filed 
here by Mrs. Magnolia Leaming, 
who claims she fell through a seat 
in the Paramount last November 
and permanently injured her back, 


Donald Brian, guest star, Ober- 
felder-Ketcham stock at the Presi- 
dent for two weeks, was succeeded 
Feb. 9 by John Litel. 


Robert Fulton, former manager, 
Princess (Publix), Sioux City, has 
| been named manager of the Broad- 
| way (Publix), Council Bluffs.. F. C. 


| Crosson goes to Sioux City. 








The 
terville, 
Feb. 1. 
in Iowa. 


Drake Avenue theatre, Cen- 
Ia., was destroyed by fire 
It was the oldest legit house 


Oberfelder-Ketcham stock (Presi- 
dent) has reduced top to $1. 

Bob Wagner, in charge of boxing 
shows at Riverview park for four 
years, has disposed of his interests. 
Boxing events at the park last sea- 
son were run as a free attraction. 


MILWAUKEE 
By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—“The 
Davidson—Dark 
Garden She Couldn't Say 

Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 








Virginian 


No."’ 





Majestic — ‘Her Unborn Child” (2d 
week) 

Merrill—‘*‘Applause.”’ 

Palace-Orpheum—‘Hit the Deck.” 

Riverside—‘'Loves Comes Along.” 

Strand—'‘‘love Parade.” 

Wisconsin—"‘Laughing Lady’; stage 
show 

Ernest Fox, assistant manager, 


Palace, has been replaced by John 
Larson. 

Unborn Child,” at the Ma- 
jestic, now in its second week, has 
smashed all house records. 

L. K. Brin may take the new War- 
ner Brothers house at second and 
Wisconsin as soon as completed. 
The razing of the old Butterfly on 
the site of the new theatre is in 
progress. 





By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Alvin—‘“‘Journey’s End.” 
Nixon—‘‘Vagabond King.’; 
Pitt—‘‘Ghost Train’’ (Sharp stock). 
Academy—Mut. ,bur. 

Pictures 

Penn—‘‘Hot for Paris’’; stage show. 

Stanley—‘'His First Command’’; stage 
show. 

Aldine—“‘The Love Parade.”’ 

Warner—‘‘No, No, Nanette.” 

Fnright—‘‘The Aviator’’; stage show. 

Harris—‘‘Harmony at Home’’; vaude, 

Olympic—‘‘Peacock Alley’ (2d week). 

Sheridan Square—‘“Hit the Deck’ (2d 
week). 

Gayety—‘'Jango” (2d week). 





Dr. Daniel Davenport’s African 
film exploration, “Jango,” held over 
for second week at Gayety. 


With addition of permanent 
chorus of eight girls, Harris has cut 
its RKO vaude from four acts to 
three and sometimes two. 

Taxi strike now in fifth week and 
nothing to indicate agreement. 





Harold Dygert, formerly with 
Rowland-Clark chain and _ later 
Stanley and Warners, is now doing 
special exploitation for Tiffany pic- 
tures in this district. 


Aldine may get Grandeur screen 
in time for Fox’s “Happy Days” 
booked to follow “Love Parade.” 





Edith and Maurice Caranas, dance 
team at Tracy-Brown’'s Plaza (cafe), 
doubling in Harris this week. 


Hardie Albright, with Otis Skin- 
ner here last week in “Papa Juan,” 
was recalled by Shuberts to go into 
Chicago “Young Sinners” cast. Fred 
Dilloway replaced him here. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—‘‘Robin Hood.” 
Palace—'‘‘Sally.' 

Capitol—‘“‘The Sky Hawk." 
‘Loew’s—‘‘Behind the Make-Up.” 
Princess—‘‘Phantom of the Opera.” 
Imperial—‘‘The Painted Angel.” 
Orpheum—“Tanned Legs.” 
Roxy—'‘‘Shiraz” (2d week). 
Strand—Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill. 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 





Burlesque is back in town, Tommy 
Conway, many years manager Gay- 
ety, has leased the house and put it 
back on Mutual wheel. 

Provincial Theatre Managers’ AS- 
sociation is on the rocks, having 
spent in the past 15 months around 

0,000 in fighting children’s act and 
Sunday closing to very little result. 
There is talk of the Montreal Thea- 
tre Managers’ Association stepping 
in and assuming charge of things. 

Imperial theatre, once gold mine, 
lately been running close to red, un- 
der discussion by Famous Players. 
May close for summer, with new 
policy in fall. 














Neighborhoods started breaking 
records last week, but subsequent 
zero weather conditions froze them 
‘ out with only fair grosses. 


~~ 


a 





- 
"yy le 
- 
, 
5 ne 
‘a V 
| 
latt 
: 
I 
‘ 











—_——- 


Adal 
Allen 


Aven 


Boag 
Braic 


Bain: 
Bark 
E if 


Calve 
«<’oo} 


Giffo 
Gilbe 
Good 

Hall 


Janis 





Na 
Mrs. 
Mitz 
“Sho 
@epea 
Thea 
etock 
Po 
@pea: 
Bthe 
Co 
Ea 
Fo 
Me 
Pa 
Ri: 
RI 
Week 


A) 
And 
¢laiz 
low 
wee 
#ays 
radi 


E: 
¢ial 
bing 
gra 
wee 
Jac} 
And 
radi 


a 
Poli 
nig) 
clos 


boo! 


= 
opel 
seve 
eur! 


atre 
all 


has 
Co 
ind 


ove 


Der 





= 


vy," Y 


ee 


ad 


_ 


Sv 2 


i i Ed 


. 
. 
4 
> 





a 





a“ 


Wednesday, February 12, 1930 


VARIETY 





See 





$3 HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mal) to 
VARIETY. Address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED EN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 








Lafayette George 
Leonard Bernice 
Lowing Robert G 


Adair Estelle 
Allen Jack 
/vendano Carlos 


Boag Gil Marshall Tom 
Braidwood Frank | Mulholland Ethel 
Briscoe M | 

Burnett Betty 


Tom 


Philips 


Don Clark | Raphaelson Sa’pson 


Dewees W U Rogers Elsie 
D Dome! o Jos | 
P Savoyv Paul 
Fraley Will Schader Frederic H 
Friedman Elizabeth Shannon Harry 
Starr Bee 


Goldberg Harry j 


layes Ed 
Hedden Frosty 
Hollander Edith 


Taylor Frank Lee 
\ 


Thomas W Davy 


Wainwright Lee 
Kahne Harry 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


Arco Sammy |} Johnson & Duker 
} 
Bainsfair F | Lange Howard 
Barker, Randolph t 
Binder Ray | Novit Jules 
Calvert Charley | Pints & Doyle 
Cooke Bill | 
| Robertson K'th'rine 
| 


Gifford W C 
Gilbert Bert 
Goodlette W J 


Roy Philip 


Seabury Ralph 
Hall & Essley Smith Rex 


Thorn Bill 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
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By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley)—Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Johnson,. pictures; next, 
Mitzi in “Sari.” Feb. 24, Ziegfeld'’s 


“Show Boat.’ Mar. 3, Stratford Shake- 


@pearian rep. Mar. 10, Nazimova with 
Theatre Guild. Mar. 31, Steve Cochran's 
etock. 

Poli’s (Shubert) — Leiber in Shake- 


@peare; next, “Fortune Teller.”” Feb. 24, 
Ethel Barrymore in “Love Duel.” 
Pictures 

Colaumbia—‘‘Devil May Care,’’ 
Earle—‘‘Sally’’ (2nd week). 
Fox-—‘‘Harmony at Home.” 
Met—‘‘Sacred Flame’ (2nd week). 
Palace—'‘‘Seven Days’ Leave.’’ 
Rialto—“Night Ride.”’ 


RKO (Keith’s)—‘Hit the Deck” (4th 
Wee k). 
Argument as to who is to get 


Andy ’n’ Amos, radio team. Earle 
claims blackface eomedians will fol- 
low Little Jack Little within two 
weeks, while the civic auditorium 
says they are sewed up for coming 
radio show. 


Earle is trying new policy of spe- 
cial features, alternating with com- 
bination of radio names and pro- 
gram films. Currently is second 
week of “Sally,” then comes Little 
Jack Little and program feature. 
Andy ’n’ Amos advertised as next 
radio name. 


“Blossom. Time” last week at 
Poli’s had two great matinees, with 
nights fairly good. Originally set to 


close in Baltimore, but now has 
bookings into April. 

Two downtown houses are now 
opening Fridays. Rialto, for past 


several weeks, with Met starting the 
current week. 





DETROIT 


Cass—"'Follow Thru." 
Wilson—'‘‘Padlocks of 1929." 
Civie—‘Thank You.” 
Shubert—‘‘Lost Zeppelin.” 
Pictures 
Fox—'‘‘Harmony at Home.” 
Michigan—‘“Laughing Lady.” 
State—‘‘Son of the Gods.” 
Visher—‘‘Love Comes Along,.’* 
Paramount—'‘‘Devil May Care.” 


Adams—‘‘Unborn Child.” 
Madison—"' Vagabond Lover.’ 
United Artists—‘‘Lummox.” 
Oriental Behind the Makeup.” 


Many of Michigan small town 
theatres have been forced out of 
business, at least temporarily, by 
inability to secure proper sound in- 


Stallations. 

Detroit now has eight grind the- 
atres in the loop district playing 
all night shows. 


_—_ e 
The Co-operative Booking Office 
has been consolidated with the new 
Co-operative Theatre Service Co. 
and now occupies offices with the 
latter in the Fox building. 
Over for a third 


Shu- 


week at the 


Ash is playing the 
| 
is ¥¢ 





Michigan 
Kn. 


new Punch and Judy theatre 


ted out as a two change lan 


house is now playing three 





| 





INGLE ROOM, 





BATH, $2.00 UP 


8 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WiTfHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS President 


Hiotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 

DOUBLE ROOM WITHOU1 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
ATH, $14.00 PER WEER 








~ BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
By JO ABRAMSON 


A 


Flatbush—‘‘Those We Love 

Majestic—‘‘Babes in Toyland.” 

Boulevard—‘‘Apron Strings.” 

Jamaica Sari.”’ 

Paramount — ‘Burning Up’*s stage 
show. 

Fox Sunny Side Up”; stage show. 

Strand So Long Letty.”’ 

Met rhe Woman Racket’’: vaude 

Albee Keys to Baldpate vau 

Orpheum— Picture. 

Star 3urlesque (Mutual). 

Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 

Werba’s Broukly a— Dark. 

Two new shows here: — “Those 


We Love,” Philip Dunning’s produc- 
tion, by George Abbott and S. K. 
Lauren at the Flatbush, moving 
over from the Boulevard last } 


Week 
and “Apron Strings” produced bj 


Forrest Haring, at the Boulevard 
| 


| 


To drum up business for the toy 
section of a department store here 
i'Sue Hastings’ puppet show was 
given free of charge. 





| 





|} Storage of picture films 


The Grimball Players 
“Salt of the Earth,” a new 
Katherine Seargm at the 
Little theatre shortly. 


present 
play by 
Brooklyn 


A free attraction is the ‘“color- 
ama” at the new Hotel St. George 


in Brooklyn heights. This “color- 
ama” is in the grand ballroom and 
contains over 11,000 hidden lights 


which can be diffused over the hall 
in all colors and shades. 


— — - 


ST. LOUIS 


By E. M. CRIGLER 


Ambassador—"“Street of Chance’; stage 
show (Ed Lowry). 

Fox—‘‘Harmony at Haqme’’; stage show 
(Bert Frohman), 

Loew's State—‘‘Chasing 
shorts 

Missouri—‘‘The Love Parade’; shorts. 

Grand Central—‘‘The Other Tomor- 
row’’; shorts. 

St. Louis—‘*This Thing Called Love”; 
vaude. 

Capitol—'‘Condemned”’; ghorts. 

Grand—“‘Acquitted’’; vaude. 

American— ‘Vanities’ (legit). 

Shubert—Rialto—‘‘New Moon” 
(2a week). 

Orpheum—-"‘Front Page’’ (stock). 

Gartrick— Burlesque (Mutual). 

Liberty—Stock burlesque. 


Rainbows” ; 


(legit) 








El Brendel headed the 
last week at the new 
here. 


stage show 
Fox house 





Arthur Casey’s stock drawing at 
the old Orpheum theatre. $1.00 
top seems to suit. 





The auto show at the new Arena 
broke all records daily last week; 
47,763 attended first two days. Ad- 
mission 50c, 


Bobby Meeker and band of Hotel 
Drake, Chicago, now in the Jef- 
ferson’s Salle Royale. 


The German Grand Opera Co. 
gives four Wagner performances at 
the Odeon Feb. 21-23. Prices $4.40 
to $6.60 each. 


“Granite” is third offering of the 
Little Theatre this week. The Lit- 
tle tried for two years to get rights 
to “Granite” and just successful, 





OTTAWA 


By W. M. GLADISH 

Film distributors and exhibitors 
of Canada are drawing up a slightly 
modified form of standard rental 
contract, the compulsory arbitration 
clause being retained despite the 
decision of Judge Thacher in United 
States against compulsory arbitra- 
tion as an offense under the Sher- 
man Anti-Trust Act. There is no 
such act in the Dominion, and all 
Canadian provinces have arbitration 
statutes which provide just such 
machinery as embodied in the 
standard contract. The outstanding 
change is the reduction in the num- 
ber of arbitrators from six to two, 
to represent both sides, with power 
to appoint a third man if necessary, 
thus following the contract method 
in the British Isles, 

French and English 
“The Love Parade” (Maurice Che- 
valier) opened simultaneously at 
the Regent and Imperial theatres 
with midnight performances Feb. 7. 


versions ol 


Manager T. R. Tubman, Regent, 
served hot coffee to patrons lined 
up to see “Sunnyside Up.” 

Hon. J. D. Monteith has intro- 
duced amendments to the Ontario 
Cinematographs Act 
strict regulations governing the 
by Ontario 
exchanges. This is the outcome of 
official investigation into ex- 
change conditions Jollowing the 
Pathe studio fire in New York. 


providing for 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ Sand Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


et and Cold Water 
and Telephone in 
Each Room 
‘02 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





| BIRMINGHAM, ALA. THER BERTHA 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 


Alabama—‘“Anna Christie.” 
Ritz—'‘Lone Star Ranger’: vaude. 
Trianon—‘“‘Sunny Side Up’’ (4th week) 
Empire—‘‘Hard to Get.” 
Galax—‘‘The Woman Racket.” 
Strand—"Bishop Murder Case.” 
Pantages—Pictures; stage show. 
Erlanger—Musical tabs. 
Lyric—Stock. 

Rialto—Change. 

Capitol—Change. 





Every theatre in Birmingham now 
operating. The Erlanger the last 
ito open, got started last week with 
Limie Stilwell musical tab. 





William H. Collier, former man- 


ager, Victory, Tampa, Fla, new 
manager of Strand (Publix). Ber- 
nard 3uckkeit is now assistant 
manager. 





| “Her Unborn Child” was a near 
flop at Galax last week, owing to a 
sex picture at the Pantages pre- 
vious week. Got by local censor 
0. k. 


Fox’s “Sunny Side Up” has broken 
all box office records here at the 
Trianon. Will be held another week. 


DENVER 


Aladdin—'‘‘Hot for Paris.” 

Tabor—"Jazz Heaven’; 
Marco dea. 

America—‘“‘Sunnyside Up.” 

Rialto—"*The 13th Chair.” 

Denver—"Burning Up"; Publix stage 
revue. 





Fanchon & 





Mrs. George C. Orr, Jr., wife of a 
film exchange employee, has filed 
suit for divorce and has also sued 
his parents for $15,000 for alienation 
of her husband’s affections. 





Mary Brian and Richard Arlen 
appeared personally at the Denver 
in connection with their picture, 
“Burning Up.” Tieups with dailies 
gave the house plenty of publicity. 


Bernard Rose and John J. Rose, 
}managers, and Victor Irving and 
John Whipfel, employees, were each 
fined $250 for selling obscene iiter- 
ature at a.“men only” show at the 
Music Box. 5,000 copies of the books 
were burned by police. Several 
girls, posing as models, 
arrested but later released. 





The Tompkins Theatre Co., Colo- 
rado Springs, has leased the Strand 
there and will reopen it in April. 





Lucille Ferry, loca) Little Theatre 
actress, has signed with A. H. 
Woods for an N. Y. appearance. 

Fred Dunham, with Denham stock 
D. C., to join an air travel co. 


Tipped off that a badger game 





was planned, police raided apart- 
ment of two chorus girls and ar- 
irested Cuma Irvine and Jeanette 


j; Anderson. They were sentenced to 
30 days in jail. 

“Sunnyside Up” ran two weeks at 

| Huffman’s Aladdin to good 


;and is at his America for an ex- 
| tended run. 


BRONX, N. Y. 


Vilna Troupe? Yiddish company at 





| 
the America theatre, has gone co- | 


Poor business made clos- 
ing imminent, and cast agreed to 
| continue co-op, 


|; operative. 





Hiarry Berg is doing special ex- 
ploitation in advance of the opening 
of Loew's new de tuxe film and 
} presel 





were also 





LANDSEER APTS. 


245 Wes. 6ist Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West 5lst 
Columbus 1360 


street 


1-2-3-4-room apartments, Private 


In the center of the fl 
Address 
Principal Offi 
All apartments can be 





600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 





HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
ts directly under the supervision of the owner 
eatrical district. 


all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 

Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
d I een evenings 
Will Lease by the Week Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 65th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
ss30™Tbnracre 





3560 Longacre 
bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette 


All fireproof buildings 


Office in each building 











Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 8-4 Rooms 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


Catering to the 
the profession. 


G£O. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


comfort and convenience of 


$15.00 UP Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 

Three and four rooms with bath, 

complete kitchen. Modern in every 

particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 

$12.00 UP WEEKLY 








which will admit the public for the 


first time on Washington's Birthday. 


| Heights Chamber of Commerce, con- 


Berg has lined up the Washington 


sidered a feat. 

Gotham. Harris & Harris house, 
other wide sereen people. 
ing the projection machine forward 
Gotham is able to throw 
bigger picture than before, 
advertising ‘the 
New York City.” 
present. 


It really is—at 


Consolidated circuit will observe 
its 25th year next month, and R. 
Kuehne, general manager, is ar- 
ranging a celebration. 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 





Broad—‘‘Jenny. 
Shubert— ‘International 
Proctor’s — ‘‘Behind the 


Revue.” 
Make-up”; 


vaude. 

Loew's State—‘‘Her Great Desire”; 
vaude. 

Newark—''Murder on the Roof’; 
Va ude, 

Branford — “Loose Ankles’; stage 
show, Take a Chance Week. 

Mosque—‘‘General Crack.” 

Rialto—‘‘Love Parade’ (2d week). 


Paris.”’ 


” 


Fox Terminal—‘‘Hot for 
Capitol—‘‘The Trespasser 
Empire—‘‘Get Hot’ (Mutual). 


Charlie Melson unexpectedly left 


is succeeded by Bennie Ross. 





Sunday vaude at the Shubert 
Qegit) dropped for two weeks. 





The Bellevue (Warner) Upper 





until it closed, left for Washington, | 


| 
crowds 


tation house, the 175th Street, ' 


!Montelair, had “Jealousy” booked 
\for Feb. 14. 
the recommendation of the director 
lof civics requested that the picture 
be canceled “because it is wholly 
lunsuited to the desires of your 
|patronage and unworthy of a place 
lin your program.” The manage- 
;ment canceled and substituted 
‘Sailor's Holiday.” 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Metropolitan-——Moronia Olser Players 





SPACKSON 





137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Completely remodeled—everything of 
the best-—Simmons furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot and cold water, 
telephones, showers. 
$12 for Single Room 
$16.50-$17.50 for Double Koom 
$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 for Double Koom 
(with Private Bath) 
This Is the ideal hotel for the Profession—in the 
heart of the theatrical section 





has stolen a march on Fox and the} 
By mov- |} 


a much | 
and is | 


j 


biggest screen in|} 


With private bath, $11—$13 
} Transients, $1.50 up 


ithe Branford to open in Utica. He 


The Women’s Club at 





Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


HOTEL ELK “ 


205 West 53rd Street 
Just East of Broadway 
Running Water—Telephone in Every 
Room—Bath Adjacent 
Model Day and Night Service 
Single, $9—$10 








| 








sively at Club Victor and on KJR 
nightly. Floor show added. 





Joe Cooper, RKO publicity head 
for Seattle district, in Portland last 
week, managing house, Earl Wedge, 
manager there, transferred to New- 
ark, 

Very little vaude booking in 
Northwest now, but clubs very good, 
according to Alf G. Keighley (FM). 

When Columbia Grand Opera Co. 
folded down south recently, just too 








bad as advance sales here had been 
great, reports Eddie Cooke, man- 
ager, Metropolitan. Looked like 


$15,000 advance for the seven shows 
here as first reservations poured in 
to the tune of $2,000. 


C. E. Schaffer, head usher at 
Seattle theatre, has been promoted 
to treasurer at Seattle and assistant 
to Andu Gunnard at Metropolitan. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL. R. HUGHES 





Shubert—"“She'’s No Lady.” 

Orpheum—'"‘Roriance’’; Violet Heming 
(stock). 

Mainstreet—‘'The Son of the Gods’; 
vaude, 

Newman—‘‘Burning Up.” 

Boew's Midland—‘Devil May Care’; 
vaude, 

Royal—‘'Second Choice.” 


Pantages—‘‘Love, Live and Laugh.” 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual stock). 


Charles Raymond, of Loew's 





the- 


;atres, Baltimore, has succeeded H. 
|} H. Maloney as manager of Loew's 
Midland, here, Maloney has re- 


|turned to New York. 


| —— 





"ee ident—I J. H. Elder (Publix) has been here 
7 ° ‘AT? . . 
Fifth Ave - “Chasing Rainbows” looking over the two houses here 
stage. jand the new ones lately acquired 
Fox—‘‘Anna Christie’; band presente from the Grubel circuit. 
tion j Se ct 
Seattle Street of Chance . . és a6 - e 
| Gepheom ‘ Hit ste Whee , yaude | Earl Carroll Vanities, a the 
liberty ‘Rio Rita.” ;} Shubert last week, failed to draw 
Coliseum—"‘Senora Americano.” |as well as anticipated. Many of the 
| Blue Mouse—‘‘Sacred Flame”; 2d wk.). | $4.40 seats vacant all week. 
| Musie Box—Girl Who Couldn't Say — 
i No , e " “) . 
‘ : With the three Electric theatres 
. ; of the Gruhbel circuit (Springfield, 
| vex FIOw eo band now at Trianon Joplin and Kansas) added to this 
John Savare'’s dance hall Publix district. division office has 
| been moved here from Denver. 
Vic Meyers and band now exelu Louis Finske will remain in charge. 
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MERVIN LeROY 


EDDIE BUZZELL 


PRINCIPAL COMEDIAN 


“THE 


Gingham Girl” 


“THE 


Desert Song” 


“Sweetheart Time” 


“Lady Fingers” 


By EDDIE BUZZELL 
Based on Owen Davis’ “Easy Come, Easy Go” 


“THE 
Town Clown” 


“Good Boy” 


“No Other Girl’ 


“Tip Toes” 


(California Company) 


FEATURED IN 1ST NATIONAL’S PRODUCTION OF GEORGE M. COHAN’S PLAY 


Directed by 








NEW YORK “DAILY MIRROR” 
By BLAND JOHANESON 


“A vastly entertaining little pic- 
ture, introducing a real screen find. 

“Eddie Buzzell, fresh from the 
Broadway stage,-makes an impres- 
sive movie debut in this story of 
the jockey, ‘Little Johnny Jones.’ 
His appearance is young and like- 
able. He can sing and act. And 
his description of a horse race in 
one sequence is one of the neatest 
pieces of work you'll see in the 
movies.” 








NEW YORK “SUN” 
By JOHN S. COHEN, Jr. 


“Tittle Johnny Jones’ at last be- 
comes a talkie singie, and its chief 
claim to film life is the engaging 
personality of Eddie Buzzell, the 
musical comedy comedian. 

“Unimportant, that is, save as a 
vehicle for the genial, likable Mr. 
Buzzell.” 


“VARIETY” 


“Eddie ‘Have-You-Heard-This-One’ Buzzell, one of Broadway’s most 
determined story tellers and an electric lighted comedian of musical 
comedy, makes his major film introduction in this old Cohan quasi-epic 
of the turf. Oshkosh and Podunk won’t know much about Eddie, but 
the picture should deliver general satisfaction on its intrinsic entertain- 
ment. It’s a nice, agreeable and well done feature. And a propitious 
beginning for the Buzzell lad. 

“Buzzell is unlike any other young actor brought to the screen since 
dialog. Essentially a comic and smart cracker, he is still able to play 
a love scene without changing makeup. Broadway will probably be a 
little surprised at some of his more serious histrionics, though he’s 
always had a flair for pathos. 

“Screen credits list Buzzell as one of the collaborators on the screen 
adaptation. This would identify many helpful touches of humor. 

“A number of the old Cohan tunes are sung by Buzzell. They may 
carry some sentimental appeal for old timers, and they further demon- 
strate Buzzell’s versatility. 

“Picture is good lightweight diversion. Buzzell made a personal ap- 
pearance at the Strand the first day handing the audience some chuckles 
on his own Screen audiences, in general, will like him.” Land, 








NEW YORK “DAILY NEWS” 
By IRENE THIRER 


“You'll enjoy ‘Little Johnny Jones’ if you've a craving for laughs and 
songs. Eddie Buzzell, title-rolist of the talkie, renders them with 
vivacity and feeling—almost tenderness. 

“And they couldn’t have chosen a more convincing jockey Johnny 
than Eddie Buzzell of the musical comedy stage, who is little, cute, 
good-looking, and well versed in the way a song should be put over.” 

















NEW YORK “AMERICAN” 
By REGINA CREWE 


*Eddie Buzzell screens well and 
has a pleasant microphonic voice. 
He sells his songs nicely; he con- 
veys conviction and sincerity to the 
role. It is not the type of thing in 
which Eddie appears to best ad- 
vantage.” 








“MOTION PICTURE NEWS” 
Reviewed by RED KANN 


“Eddie Buzzell, fresh from musical comedy, comes through with a 
couple of colors flying bravely in the breeze. He is a surprise—the 
pleasant kind. Photographs well, act apparently without restraint and 
warbles a couple of songs pleasantly. Eddie Buzzell, known to musical 
comedy goers here and there, taking his initial bow in talkies and earning 
to the last handclap the applause that is his for a nicely rounded out, 
pleasant and sincere performance.” 











“Hello Thar” 


By EDDIE BUZZELL 


AN D 


“Keeping Company” 


By STANLEY RAUH and EDDIE BUZZELL 


ALL DIRECTED BY MURRAY ROTH 


WATCH FOR MY “BEDTIME STORIES FOR GROWN-UPS” 


Direction LOUIS SHURR 


“LITTLE JOHNNY JONES” 


Screen Story and 
Dialogue by 


and 
EDDIE BUZZELL 


ADELADE HEILBRON 





N. Y. “EVENING JOURNAL” 


Eddie Buzzell Real 
Star in Former 


Cohan Hit 


By ROSE PELSWICK 
“Tittle Johnny Jones,’ current at 
the Strand, is an entertaining talkie. 
“And that’s because of Eddie 
Buzzell. The Broadway musical 
comedy star makes his screen debut 


in this one and proves to have a 
likable film personality. He gets 
over his role with a disarming 
smoothness and both his acting and 
Singing brighten the old familiar 
situations.” 











N. Y. “HERALD TRIBUNE” 


“Little Johnny Jones,’ which in- 
troduces Eddie Buzzell to the talk- 
ing screen, in this opinion, scarcely 
gives Eddie what is known as a 
‘good break.’ For it is a pretty old 
vehicle. But even with such a 
handicap he comes through with a 
conviction that he is suitable ma- 
terial for a screen comic, and that 
his acting can be human and emo- 
tional, 

“Mr. Buzzell gets several chances 
to sing, which he does well. He 
grows better as the film gets under 
way. There is a likable, ingratiat- 
ing manner about his screen per- 
sonality that has appeal.” 








THREE.TWO-REEL COMEDY FEATURETTES FOR WARNER BROS. VITAPHONE VARIETIES 


“THE 


“Royal Fourflisher” 


By EDDIE BUZZELL 
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THIS AD IS ABOUT 
EDDIE BUZZELL 


P.S. 
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